ANNUAL  TOWN  REPORT 


Town  Of  Westford 


TOWN  OFFICES 


Offices  open 

Monday  through  Friday 

Offices  in  Town  Hall 

8:00  AM  -  4:00  PM 

k 

Cemetery  Department 

Fairview  Cemetery  Office 

7:00  AM  -  3:30  PM 

Fire  Department 

51  Main  Street 

Office  Hours 

7:00  AM  -  4:30  PM 

Housing  Authority 

65  Tadmuck  Road 

9:00  AM  -  2:00  PM 

J.V.  Fletcher  Library 

50  Main  Street 

Labor  Day  -  June 

Monday  1:00  PM  -  9:00  PM 
Tues  -  Thurs  10:00  AM  -  9:00  PM 
Friday  1:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 
Saturday  10:00  AM  -  5:00  PM 
July  -  Labor  Day 

Monday  1:00  PM  -  8:00  PM 
Tues  -  Thurs  10:00  AM  -  8:00  PM 
Friday  1:00  PM  -  5:00  PM 

Police  Department 

53  Main  St. 

Office  Hours 

8:00  AM  -  4:00  PM 

Roudenbush  Community  Center 

65  Main  Street 

Office  Hours 

Mon  -  Thurs  8:30  PM  -  8:00  PM 

Friday  8 :  30  AM  -  4 :  30  PM 

Saturday  8:30  AM  -  Noon 

Sunday  10:00  AM  -  Noon 

Call  regarding  Summer  hours 

Water  Department 

63  Forge  Village  Road 


7:30  AM 


4:00  PM 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1996 


ANNUAL  TOWN  ELECTION 
TUESDAY,  MAY  6,  1997 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
SATURDAY,  MAY  10,  1997 
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American  Forest  &  Paper  Association 

presents  the 


to 


Town  oj-  /%Aes\ ford,  OkK 

fi?|7uUlion  CAebpa j:  TtiAM  £5,000 

?re$ei\\ed  on  Oh/KfcV  M,  19% 


Dana  L.  Blanton 

Director,  Paper  Recycling  Group 


The  1996  Annual  Town  Report 
is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of : 


Gordon  Seavey 

1905  -  1996 

who  shared  his  love  of  Westford  and 
its  history  through  his  writings;  served 
on  the  Bicentennial  Committee  from 
1973-76  and  as  Cemetery  Commis¬ 
sioner  from  1 981-87. 


John  F.  (Sonny)  Sullivan,  Jr. 

1931  -  1996 

who  gave  his  life  to  police  work, 
starting  as  a  Special  Police  Officer 
with  the  Westford  Police  in  1956. 
Sonny  was  appointed  Westford's  first 
Sergeant  In  1962,  a  position  he  held 
until  transferring  to  the  Lowell  Police 
Department  in  1971 . 


Brian  Vaughn 

1948  -  1996 

who  served  the  Town  as  Cemetery 
Commissioner  for  more  than  20  years. 
Brian  was  first  appointed  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  1974,  and  continued  on 
the  Commission  until  his  death,  the 
last  10  years  as  chairman. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Louis  E.  Ashley,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Anthony  Gemmellaro 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Joseph  A.  Guthrie,  Jr. 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1999 

Kevin  McCusker 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1997 

Patricia  Newell 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


Muriel  Drake 

Term 

expires 

May, 

2000 

Carol  S.  Engel,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

2001 

Robert  Ferreira 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

Phyllis  Koulouras 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1998 

J.  V. 

FLETCHER  LIBRARY,  TRUSTEES 

James  Gozzo 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

Doris  E.  Hathaway 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1999 

Mohammed  Malik, 

Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1998 

William  Melchin 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Veronica  Otto 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

Charles  Swanson 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1997 

MODERATOR 

Ellen  Harde 

Term  expires  May,  1999 

PLANNING  BOARD 


Denali  Delmar 

Term 

expires 

May , 

1997 

Peter  Fletcher 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Robert  Jefferies,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

2001 

Marguerite  Jungbluth 

Term 

expires 

May, 

2000 

Allan  Loiselle 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Sharon  Boonstra 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

Lee  England 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

Richard  Faherty,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

Linnea  Flint 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

Susan  Flint 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Robert  E.  McCusker 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Paul  Royte 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

BOARD  OF 

SELECTMEN 

Geraldine  Healy-Coffin 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

Robert  C.  Herrmann,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1997 

Madonna  McKenzie 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 

Hal  R.  Schreiber 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1999 

John  Wrobel,  Jr. 

Term 

expires 

May, 

1998 
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BOARDS  AND  COMMITTEES 


TOWN  MANAGER 

Glenn  E.  Fratto 

AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  OFFICER 

Elaine  McKenna 


AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


Christine  Pude 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

John  Keele 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Robert  Wilson,  Jr. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1996 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

John  Cadigan,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ellen  D.  Doucette 

Term 

expires 

June , 

2000 

David  Earl,  Alternate 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Jay  Enis 

Term 

expires 

June , 

2000 

Sam  Frank,  Alternate 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Roger  Hall 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Ronald  H.  Johnson 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Walter  Poirier,  Principal  Assessor 

Kevin  A.  Burke,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Diane  Holmes 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Titus  Palmer 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

Don  Kinney,  Building  Commissioner 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Chet  Cook,  Alt.  Bldg.  Comm. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Kenneth  Johnson,  Plumbing  Inspector 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Kenny  Kleynan,  Alt.  Plumbing  Inspector 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Chester  Cook,  Gas  Inspector 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Dennis  Kane,  Wire  Inspector 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Dennis  Kane,  Jr.,  Ass't.  Wire  Insp. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 
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BURIAL  AGENT 


Elaine  McKenna  Term  expires  June,  1997 

BURIAL  AGENT  OF  DECEASED  SOLDIERS 

Pauline  Martin  Term  expires  June,  1997 


CABLE  TV  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Don  Bradanese 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Kenneth  Dwyer 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

William  Ewers 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

David  Johnson 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Bill  Koester 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Dave  Levy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Donald  Whitehouse,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

CARETAKER  WHITNEY  PLAYGROUND,  TOWN  COMMON,  MONUMENTS 

Richard  Barrett  Term  expires  June,  1997 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 


Paul  Baxendale,  Superintendent 


Karen  Campbell 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Barbara  Greenslade 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Fred  Healy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

COMMUNITY  TEAMWORK,  INC. 

(Bd.  of  Directors) 

Madonna  McKenzie 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

William  Turner,  Coordinator 

Douglas  Deschenes, 

Ch.  Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Eric  Fahle 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 

Paula  Fischetti 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

George  Fletcher 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

William  Harman 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 

Margaret  Wheeler 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Christie  Williams 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 
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CONSTABLES 


Joseph  Connell 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Edward  J.  Finn 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Walter  McAvoy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

William  MacMillan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

COUNCIL 

ON  AGING 

Judy  Bartlett 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Jerry  Berkowitz 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 

Helena  Crocker 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

Cecilia  Healy 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1998 

Richard  McNeil,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1998 

Mary  Smith 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1998 

Robert  Tierney 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 

DEVELOPMENT  &  INDUSTRIAL 

COMMISSION 

Patricia  Begley 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1998 

Richard  Crocker 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1998 

Edward  Goodwin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Thomas  Le  Blanc 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Thomas  Mahanna 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Elizabeth  Newman 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Mark  Scolnick 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Glen  Shenkin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

J.  Frank  Strauss 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

DOG  OFFICER/BY-LAW 

ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICER 

Joseph  Lamb 

Judith  Bassett,  Asst. 

DREW 

PARCEL  NEGOTIATING 

COMMITTEE 

Peter  Cooke 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bill  Harman 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Elizabeth  Michaud,  Ch 

• 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ronald  Sandholm 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Emily  Teller 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Jack  Wrobel 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

ELDER  SERVICES  DIRECTOR 

Joanne  Sheehan 
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EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT  DIRECTOR 


Francis  Mulligan 


FENCE 

Charles  VanLandeghem 


FIELD 

Arnold  Wilder 


FINANCE 

Judy  Culver 
Jeanne  Drula 
Dorothy  Hall 
Robert  Harlow 
Gaylord  MacCartney 
Paul  Murray,  Ch. 

Claire  Stepnitz 
Victor  Weisenbloom 
Claire  Withee 


Term  expires  June,  1997 

VIEWER 

Term  expires  June,  1997 

DRIVER 

Term  expires  June,  1997 

COMMITTEE 


Term 

expires 

Sept . 

> 

1998 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

t 

1998 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

r 

1997 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

r 

1999 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

r 

1997 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

r 

1998 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

r 

1999 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

t 

1999 

Term 

expires 

Sept . 

! 

1997 

FINANCE  DIRECTOR/TREASURER 

Frank  Messer 


FIRE  CHIEF 

Richard  Rochon 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Kevin  Johnston,  Director  of  Environmental  Services 
Sandra  Collins,  Director  of  Health  Care  Services 


HIGHWAY  SUPERINTENDENT 

Richard  Barrett 


10 


HIGHWAY  GARAGE  LOCATION  COMMITTEE 


Louis  Ashley 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Richard  Barrett 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Lee  England 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Peter  Fletcher 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Madonna  McKenzie 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Richard  McNeil 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

■Rody  Palmer 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Claire  Stepnitz 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Christie  Williams 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


Alex  Belida 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Sally  Benedict 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Jane  Hinckley 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bette  Hook 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Robert  S.  Jefferies,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Roland  Pendlebury 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Kenneth  Tebbetts 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

DIRECTOR  OF  LAND  USE  MANAGEMENT 

Jeff  Chelgren 

J.  V.  FLETCHER  LIBRARY 

Ellen  Rainville,  Director 


LOCAL  ARTS  COUNCIL 


Geraldine  Beck,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Kathy  Doucette 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Cecile  Glendening 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Andrew  Kusmin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Jan  Rice 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1999 

Eileen  Seamonds 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Jonnie  Walker-Rohs 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Linda  Wilson 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

LOWELL  REGIONAL  TRANSIT  AUTHORITY 

William  Kavanagh  Term  expires  June,  1997 


MASTER  PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION  COMMITTEE 


Maggie  Albrecht 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Mary  Caless 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Lynn  Cohen 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Cunningham 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Wendy  Darragh 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Paul  Eichten 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Peter  Fletcher 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Carole  Frank 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Sam  Frank 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Barbara  Hansell 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Angela  Harkness 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

William  Harman 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bob  Herrmann 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Hicks 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Diane  Holmes 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bette  Hook 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Jefferies 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ed  Ketler 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bruce  Leggat 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Maryann  Leonard 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Richard  McNeil 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ken  Morgan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Tony  Nardone 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ed  Pancoast 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Andrea  Peraner-Sweet 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ron  Sandholm 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Claire  Stepnitz 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ken  Tebbetts 

Term 

Expires 

June , 

1997 

Leslie  Thomas,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bob  Waisnor 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Christie  Williams 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

MEASURER  OF  WOOD  &  BARK 

Ken  Greeno  Term  expires  June,  1997 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Hal  Schreiber,  Selectmen's  Rep.  Term  expires  June,  1997 

NASHOBA  VALLEY  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Judith  Klimkiewicz,  Superintendent 
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NASHOBA  VALLEY  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 


Leo  Dunn,  Alt. 

Term 

expires 

April,  1997 

Hajo  Koester 

Term 

expires 

April,  1999 

Douglas  Morin 

Term 

expires 

April,  1998 

Joan  O'Brien 

Term 

expires 

April,  1997 

NORTH  EAST  SOLID  WASTE  COMMITTEE 

Glenn  E.  Fratto 

Term 

expires 

June,  1997 

REPRESENTATIVE  TO 

NMCOG 

Peter  Fletcher,  Planning  Bd.  Rep. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1996 

Madonna  McKenzie 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

PARKERVILLE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Jennie  Johnson 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

June  Kennedy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Mary  Jane  Plaisted,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Roger  Plaisted 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ellen  Short 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

PARKING  CLERK 

Elaine  McKenna 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

PERMANENT 

SCHOOL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Steven  Brierley 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Diane  Celi 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Paul  Davies 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Karl  Fagans,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Rich  Faherty 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ron  Golay 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Jefferies 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Richard  Jordan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  McCusker 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

Ken  Morgan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Mike  Mulligan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

George  Murray 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Andrea  Peraner-Sweet 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Smith 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Kirk  Ware 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Victor  Weisenbloom 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

John  Wrobel 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 
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POLICE  FACILITIES  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 


Mary  Caless 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

James  Cook 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Lee  England 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

James  Gozzo 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Robert  Herrmann 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Bette  Hook 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

John  Hughes 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Hugh  Maguire 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Paul  Murray 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Dennis  Peloquin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Chief  Robert  Welch 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Glenna  Jayne  Yeuell 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 


Rose  McGrath,  Recreation  Director 


Elizabeth  Ahern 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ray  Fortin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1998 

Kim  Healy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Janice  Ryan 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1999 

Glen  Townsend 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

RECYCLING  COMMISSION 


Barbara  Carey 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Gerry  DiBello 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ann  Eno 

Term 

expires 

June, 

1997 

Wendi  Foley 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Michael  Gustin 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Ellen  Harde 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Kenneth  Teal 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

Gayle  Wells,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

1997 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS,  DEMOCRAT 

Philip  McGee  Term  expires  March,  1997 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS,  REPUBLICAN 

Beverly  Dearth  Term  expires  March,  1998 

Wilbert  Vaughn  Term  expires  March,  1998 


REGISTRARS  CLERK,  EX  OFFICIO 

Elaine  McKenna  Term  expires  June,  1997 
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ROUDENBUSH  COMMUNITY  CENTER  COMMITTEE 


Patti  Mason,  Director 


Karen  Basinas 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Karen  Benway 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Margaret  Blanchard 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Timothy  Butler,  Ch. 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Nancy  DiMaggio 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Janice  Fulton 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Carla  Lynch 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Richard  Nutt 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Marc  Roy 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Charlotte  Scott 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Jayne  Stafstrom 

Term 

expires 

June , 

John  Viera 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Bob  Waskiewicz 

Term 

expires 

June , 

Alden  Wood 

Term 

expires 

June , 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

John  Crisafulli,  Superintendent 


SCHOOL  SITE  SELECTION  COMMITTEE 


Lee  England 
Ray  Galgano 
David  Keele 

Kirk  Ware,  Chairperson 
Christie  Williams 


Term  expires  June, 
Term  expires  June, 
Term  expires  June, 
Term  expires  June, 
Term  expires  June, 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

George  Fletcher  Term  expires  June, 

TAX  COLLECTOR 

Ann  Vandal  Term  expires  June, 


TAX  POSSESSION  SALE  COMMITTEE 

Justin  McCarthy 
Bill  MacMillan 
Norman  Nesmith 


Term  expires  Sept. 
Term  expires  Sept. 
Term  expires  Sept. 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

Cheryl  Gariepy 
Nancy  Gower,  Asst. 


1999 

1999 

1999 

1997 

1999 

1999 

1997 

1997 

1998 
1997 

1997 

1999 

1998 
1900 


1997 

1997 

1997 

1997 

1997 


1997 


1997 


,  1997 
,  1998 
,  1996 
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TOWN  CLERK 


Gary  Brackett 
Elaine  Lucas 


Richard  Barrett 
Ken  Greeno 
Carlton  Rooks 


Jean  Butler 
Dennis  Galvin 
Fran  Mower 


Kenneth  Greeno 


Pauline  Martin 


Harold  Fletcher 
Walter  Marcella 
Leslie  Thomas 


Elaine  McKenna 


TOWN  COUNSEL 


Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 


TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 

Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 


TOWN  MEETING  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 


TREE  WARDEN 

Term  expires  June,  1996 


VETERAN'S  AGENT 

Term  expires  June,  1997 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

Warren  Sweetser,  Superintendent 

Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1997 
Term  expires  June,  1998 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT  ROSTER 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Robert  M.  Welch,  Jr. 

LIEUTENANT 

Edward  A.  Cossette 


Terence  J.  Kane 
Timothy  L.  Pomerleau 


Kevin  M.  Brooks 
John  D.  Caron 
Hervey  P.  Cote 
William  F.  Duggan 
George  E.  Higgins 
Michael  J.  Jelley 
William  G.  Luppold 
Scott  J.  Mack 


PATROL  SERGEANTS 

Edward  P.  Rochon,  Jr. 
Joseph  J.  Roy 

John  Tzikopoulos 

PATROL  OFFICERS 

Michael  B.  Mayer 
Mary  Ann  McShea 
Ronald  L.  Paulauskas 
Marc  T.  Proia 
Michael  J.  Perciballi 
Walter  R.  Shea 
Stephen  F.  Timothy 
Joseph  A.  Walker 

David  M.  Welch 


CRIMINAL  BUREAU 

Det.  Sgt.  Thomas  M.  McEnaney 

Det.  David  S.  Connell  Det.  Victor  F.  Neal 

Det.  Joseph  A.  Shields 


Raymond  V. 
D  .  A .  R .  E  .  , 


SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENT  OFFICERS 

Peachey  Det.  Michael  C.  Perron 

Community  Service  Officer  Juvenile  Officer 


Paul  Connell 
Michael  E.  Croteau 
Joseph  Eracleo 
Joel  Gagne 
Megan  Guthrie 
Steven  Keins 
Charles  J.  Landry 


INTERMITTENTS 

Jason  Mack 
Steven  Mack 
James  McCusker 
Scott  Peloquin 
Donald  Pick 
Dennis  Rogers 
Michael  D.  Saunders 

Robert  Smith 


AUXILIARY/TRAFFIC  CONTROL  OFFICERS 


Douglas  Barnett 

Daniel  O'Donnell 

Edward  Foye 

Brett  Pelley 

Laura  Hohman 

Cynthia  Weeks 

Michael  Maloney 

TRAFFIC  SUPERVISORS 

George  Wickson 

Barbara  Buchanan 

Mary  E.  Hill 

Sheila  M.  Curley 

POLICE  MATRONS 

Lorraine  A.  Priest 

Barbara  Buchanan 

Sheila  M.  Curley 

Jo  Cobleigh 

DISPATCHERS 

Mary  E.  Hill 

Timothy  H.  Whitcomb 

Brett  A.  Pelley 

Carmen  Martin 
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Cynthia  Weeks 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  is  pleased  to  submit  its  report  for  the  calendar  year  ending 
December  31,  1996. 

The  Annual  Town  Election  in  May  saw  Dini  Healy-CofFin  elected  for  her  first  term  as 
Selectman  and  Hal  Schreiber  re-elected  for  a  third  term.  During  its  reorganization,  the 
Board  elected  Bob  Herrmann  to  serve  as  Chairman,  Jack  Wrobel  as  Vice  Chair,  and  Dini 
Healy-Coffin  as  Clerk. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Board  began  the  process  of  recruiting  a  new  Town 
Manager  to  replace  Bob  Halpin  who,  after  ten  years  in  Westford,  accepted  a  similar 
position  in  North  Andover.  The  Board  appointed  a  diverse  committee  to  initiate  the 
search  process.  After  months  of  thoughtful  consideration  and  review  of  over  eighty 
candidates,  the  search  committee  presented  four  finalists  to  the  Board  in  April.  After  a 
public  interview  process,  the  Board  selected  Glenn  Fratto,  then  Town  Manager  of. 
Windham,  Maine,  to  succeed  Bob. 

Despite  former  Town  Manager  Bob  Halpin’s  departure,  the  1996  Annual  Town  Warrant 
was  capably  developed  by  Acting  Town  Manager  Jared  Clark.  In  fact,  the  1996  Town 
Meeting  was  attended  by  three  Town  Managers  -  former,  acting,  and  new.  While  we  will 
miss  Bob  Halpin’s  contributions,  the  financial  plan  which  he  developed  in  collaboration 
with  the  Finance  Committee,  School  Committee,  department  heads,  will  serve  as  his 
legacy. 

As  expected,  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  proved  once  again  that  Westford  residents  are 
committed  to  participating  in  local  governance  Balancing  the  school  and  municipal 
budgets  with  limited  available  funds  was  performed  thoughtfully  and  diligently.  Working 
through  yet  another  beautiful  Spring  day,  our  collective  effort  was  successful. 

Growth,  and  its  impacts,  continues  to  be  a  major  concern.  The  Master  Plan 
Implementation  Committee  proceeded  with  its  role  of  providing  by-law  changes  to  voters. 
The  countless  hours  of  meetings,  forums,  and  deliberations  provided  by  committee 
members  serves  as  a  wonderful  example  of  Westford’ s  “spirit  of  volunteerism”. 

The  Fall  brought  additional  budget  challenges,  most  importantly  the  impact  of  many  new 
students  to  our  schools.  October’s  Special  Town  Meeting  provided  the  School 
Committee  with  significant  additional  funding  to  accommodate  the  financial  burdens  posed 
by  growing  enrollment  and,  further,  the  purchase  of  development  rights  of  the  Drew 
Farms  parcels  assured  that  this  symbol  of  Westford’ s  “character  and  charm”  would  not  be 
replaced  with  new  homes  When  you  combine  the  preservation  of  Drew  Farms  with  the 
purchase  of  the  Day  Parcel  at  the  May  Town  Meeting,  the  townspeople’s  interest  in  and 
concern  for  maintaining  our  rural  heritage  becomes  obvious. 
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The  Fall  also  brought  with  it  the  retirement  of  George  Fletcher  who  will  be  missed  in  so 
many  ways  While  George’s  official  title  was  By-Law  Enforcement  Officer,  he  wore  so 
many  more  “hats”  His  years  of  dedicated  service  in  many  diverse  areas  has  been 
appreciated,  if  not  always  publicly  recognized 

Traffic  continues  to  be  a  major  source  of  frustration  Fortunately,  the  town  has  State 
Representative  Geoff  Hall  working  on  our  behalf  Funding  for  improvements  along 
Routes  225,  Route  110,  Powers  Road,  and  Concord  Road  had  been  secured  from  the 
Commonwealth  Land  Use  Director  Jeff  Chelgren  and  the  Planning  Board  continue  to 
require  that  developers  contribute  to  roadway  improvements  necessitated  by  new  homes 
and  businesses  Highway  Superintendent  Chip  Barrett  continues  to  work  closely  with 
state  officials  regarding  the  resolution  of  traffic  problems  along  Route  1 10,  the  off-ramps 
at  1-495,  and  the  bridges  in  Graniteville  -  particularly  the  River  Street  Bridge.  Also, 
Selectman  Madonna  McKenzie  continues  to  work  with  other  area  officials  in  pressing  the 
Commonwealth  to  address  the  congestion  along  Route  3  in  order  to  lessen  the  commuter 
traffic  that  utilizes  Westford’s  roads  as  a  by-pass 

The  Board  appointed  many  individuals  to  various  committees.  We  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  to  the  many  volunteers  who  serve  as  the  backbone  of  Westford’s  governance 
We  also  express  our  gratitude  to  the  family  members  of  volunteers  who  sacrifice 
numerous  hours  of  “family  time”  to  allow  committee  members  the  opportunity  to  serve. 
Thank  you  all! 

Also,  we  express  our  appreciation  to  municipal  and  school  employees  who  provide 
residents  and  students  with  admirable  service  Thanks 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Robert  Herrmann,  Chairman 
John  E  Wrobel,  Jr.,  Vice-Chair 
Dini  Healy-Coffin,  Clerk 
Madonna  McKenzie 
Hal  R  Schreiber 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 
MARCH  5,  1996 

DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT 


Prec.  1 

Prec.  2 

Prec.  3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 

55 

84 

95 

57 

46 

337 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2 

8 

Bill  Clinton 

45 

75 

75 

49 

32 

276 

Lyndon  H.  LaRouche,  J 

4 

6 

4 

0 

2 

16 

No  Preference 

2 

2 

11 

4 

8 

27 

Write-Ins 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

10 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN 

Blanks 

5 

11 

15 

9 

6 

46 

Edward  J.  Kennedy 

32 

42 

55 

35 

27 

191 

Curtis  J.  LeMay 

18 

31 

24 

12 

12 

97 

Write-Ins 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks 

7 

13 

24 

13 

10 

67 

Patricia  A.  Kirwin-Keilty 

31 

46 

48 

28 

23 

176 

Maria  Kozombolis 

17 

24 

22 

14 

13 

90 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

4 
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PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  -  MARCH 

Prec.  1  Prec. 

DEMOCRATIC  TOWN  COMMITTEE 


Augustus  P.  Bickford  36 

Kenneth  G.  Kelley  35 

Marilyn  Frank  37 

Ann  Eno  36 

Kathleen  A.  Healy  41 

Elaine  V.  McKenna  40 

Steven  C.  Boudreau  39 

Philip  R.  McGee  35 

Mary  H.  Trubey  36 

Geraldine  Healy-Coffin  39 

Carl  G.  Lyman  37 

Elizabeth  Ahern  37 

Carmine  M.  Tocci  35 

Geoffrey  Hall  47 

Pamela  D.  O'Rourke  Ha  37 

James  E.  Geraghty,  Jr.  36 

Edward  McCusker  37 

David  R.  Earl  39 

Michael  D.  Rogers  36 

Donna  Kuhl  38 

Evan  G.  Schapiro  36 

All  Others  3 


1996  -  DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT 


3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

45 

37 

26 

201 

43 

36 

25 

194 

50 

41 

26 

215 

44 

37 

24 

198 

55 

40 

32 

233 

68 

47 

36 

262 

59 

36 

38 

222 

46 

35 

23 

194 

51 

39 

24 

210 

59 

41 

30 

228 

47 

36 

25 

201 

46 

39 

24 

203 

51 

36 

25 

205 

69 

48 

33 

266 

48 

36 

23 

202 

46 

37 

25 

199 

56 

38 

29 

217 

48 

34 

24 

204 

43 

35 

24 

193 

46 

36 

25 

201 

48 

36 

24 

203 

7 

3 

1 

17 

5, 

2 

57 

55 

61 

57 

65 

71 

60 

55 

60 

59 

56 

57 

58 

69 

58 

55 

57 

59 

55 

56 

59 

3 
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REPUBLICAN  BALLOT 
MARCH  5,  1996 


Prec.  1 

Prec.  2 

Prec.  3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 

314 

230 

304 

336 

215 

1399 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

5 

Richard  G.  Lugar 

9 

3 

11 

3 

3 

29 

Morry  Taylor 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Phil  Gramm 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Patrick  J.  Buchanan 

45 

56 

86 

64 

70 

321 

Bob  Dole 

152 

97 

129 

173 

77 

628 

Steve  Forbes 

60 

49 

38 

46 

34 

227 

Lamar  Alexander 

34 

20 

24 

37 

20 

135 

Alan  Keyes 

6 

3 

6 

5 

5 

25 

Robert  K.  Dornan 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

No  Preference 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

9 

Write-Ins 

5 

0 

1 

4 

0 

10 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN 

<$ 

Blanks 

133 

95 

144 

122 

89 

583 

Vincent  P.  McLaughlin 

177 

135 

160 

213 

124 

809 

Write-Ins 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks 

96 

65 

91 

93 

45 

390 

Susan  S.  Slade 

165 

123 

147 

185 

119 

739 

Beverly  P.  Anthes 

9 

11 

12 

8 

12 

52 

Mary  L.  Burns 

41 

30 

53 

48 

36 

208 

Write-Ins 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 
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PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY  -  MARCH  5,1996  -  REPUBLICAN  BALLOT 

Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 
REPUBLICAN  TOWN  COMMITTEE 


Kenneth  J.  Dwyer  II 
Gunar  V.  Zagars 
Elda  Davy 
Bette  R.  Hook 
Mary  L.  Caless 
Robert  H.  Masow 
Mark  G.  Scolnick 
David  D.  Johnson 
Walter  J.  Flory 
Maria  C.  Hamer 
Kenneth  M.  Maurer 
Donald  F.  Bradanese 
Kenneth  H.  Kronlund 
Elaine  S.  Kronlund 
Frederick  R.  Radcliffe 
Kathleen  M.  Galvin 
Patricia  A.  Begley 
Donald  R.  Stevens 
Michael  P.  Christiana 
Bruce  C.  Leggat 
David  A.  Keele 
John  E.  Wrobel,  Jr. 
Margaret  M.  Teague 
William  D.  Connell,  Jr. 
John  C.  Canney,  II 
Nicholas  D'Alleva 
Patricia  D'Alleva 
Hildred  A.  Harhen 
Paul  F.  Harhen 
Wilbert  L.  Vaughn 
Richard  D.  O'Donnell 
Norman  D.  Harkins 
All  Others 


168 

134 

164 

163 

118 

141 

167 

113 

141 

187 

126 

171 

174 

131 

171 

167 

117 

139 

185 

126 

153 

160 

112 

140 

158 

114 

150 

156 

115 

147 

162 

117 

134 

161 

124 

156 

163 

115 

140 

165 

115 

143 

165 

118 

137 

172 

125 

151 

161 

115 

142 

161 

115 

140 

159 

117 

145 

172 

119 

145 

167 

133 

148 

183 

127 

152 

162 

127 

152 

166 

129 

154 

158 

128 

140 

158 

116 

139 

160 

116 

141 

157 

120 

140 

159 

122 

141 

159 

118 

158 

160 

119 

141 

163 

120 

154 

5 

2 

2 

200 

128 

794 

180 

120 

722 

176 

112 

709 

214 

122 

820 

216 

114 

806 

179 

ill 

713 

196 

118 

778 

176 

109 

697 

174 

112 

708 

181 

113 

712 

180 

115 

708 

189 

123 

753 

178 

114 

710 

182 

114 

719 

178 

110 

708 

201 

117 

766 

185 

111 

714 

182 

110 

708 

175 

114 

710 

186 

111 

733 

192 

113 

753 

198 

116 

776 

190 

116 

745 

193 

125 

767 

180 

112 

718 

177 

112 

702 

184 

116 

714 

176 

109 

702 

174 

110 

706 

177 

118 

730 

177 

114 

711 

181 

116 

734 

8 

3 

20 

24 


LIBERTARIAN  BALLOT 
MARCH  5,  1996 


Prec.  1  Prec. 


TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST  0 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE 

Blanks  0 

Harry  Browne  0 

Rick  Tompkins  0 

Irwin  Schiff  0 

No  Preference  0 

Write-Ins  0 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN 

Blanks  0 

Write-Ins  0 

STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN 

Blanks  0 

Write-Ins  0 

LIBERTARIAN  TOWN  COMMITTEE 

Blanks  0 

Write-Ins  0 


Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 

0  2  3  5 


0  0  0  0 

0  0  3  3 

0  10  1 

0  0  0  0 

0  10  1 

0  0  0  0 


0  13  4 

0  10  1 


0  2  3  5 

0  0  0  0 


0  2  3  5 

0  0  0  0 


2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
TOWN  ELECTION 


MAY  7,  1996 


PR.  1 

PR.  2 

PR.  3 

PR  .4 

PR.  5 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 

591 

657 

605 

663 

436 

2952 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

Blanks 

201 

207 

198 

176 

128 

910 

*  Hal  R.  Schreiber 

351 

425 

368 

426 

288 

1858 

*  Geraldine  Healy-Coffin 

396 

392 

370 

416 

244 

1818 

Carolann  Holmberg 

95 

81 

126 

94 

93 

489 

Shawn  M.  Kelley 

138 

207 

144 

209 

117 

815 

Write-Ins 

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

14 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Blanks 

335 

406 

376 

366 

258 

1741 

*  Joseph  A.  Guthrie,  Jr. 

406 

453 

421 

470 

314 

2064 

*  Patricia  A.  Newell 

441 

454 

408 

481 

287 

2071 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

5 

9 

13 

28 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  (One  Year) 

Blanks  98 

97 

93 

95 

58 

441 

*  Kevin  R.  McCusker 

287 

347 

364 

349 

273 

1620 

Sharon  E.  Salemme 

204 

213 

147 

216 

105 

885 

Write-Ins 

2 

0 

1 

3 

0 

6 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Blanks 

146 

191 

170 

169 

121 

797 

*  Carol  S.  Engel 

443 

466 

433 

490 

315 

2147 

Write-Ins 

2 

0 

2 

4 

0 

8 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEE 

Blanks 

369 

501 

439 

420 

293 

2022 

*  Doris  E.  Hathaway 

430 

438 

411 

478 

301 

2058 

*  James  E.  Gozzo 

381 

373 

355 

422 

276 

1807 

Write-Ins 

2 

2 

5 

6 

2 

17 

26 


TOWN  ELECTION  -  MAY  7,  1996 


PR.1 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEE  (One  Year) 

PR. 2 

PR  .3 

PR.  4 

PR.  5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

150 

201 

179 

157 

117 

804 

*  Charles  0.  Swanson 

438 

453 

423 

501 

318 

2133 

Write-Ins 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

15 

MODERATOR 

Blanks 

95 

127 

116 

107 

94 

539 

*  Ellen  S.  Harde 

496 

528 

482 

551 

337 

2394 

Write-Ins 

0 

2 

7 

5 

5 

19 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Blanks 

357 

452 

397 

408 

303 

1917 

*  Linnea  S.  Flint 

398 

403 

381 

440 

260 

1882 

*  Lee  H.  England 

421 

451 

418 

461 

306 

2057 

Write-Ins 

6 

8 

14 

17 

3 

48 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Blanks 

158 

187 

180 

170 

138 

833 

*  Robert  S.  Jefferies 

429 

463 

418 

485 

292 

2087 

Write-Ins 

4 

7 

7 

8 

6 

32 

| 
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TOWN  ELECTION  -  MAY  7,  1996 


PR  1  PR  2  PR  3  PR  4  PR  5  TOTAL 

QUESTION  ONE 

Shall  the  Town  of  Westford  be  allowed  to  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  proposition 
two  and  one-half ,  so  called,  the  amounts  equired  to  pay  for  the  bonds  issued  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  following  purposes: 

to  provide  for  architectural  and  engineering  services  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  construction,  original  equipping  and  furnishing  of  an  addition 
to  the  Westford  A  cademy  and  for  the  remodeling,  reconstruction  and  making 
extraordinary  repairs  to  said  Westford  Academy;  and 

to  provide  for  architectural  and  engineering  services  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  construction,  original  equipping  and  furnishing  of  a  new 
Police  Station;  and 

to  acquire  title  to  all  or  part  of  the  Day  Parcel,  containing  approximately  17.6  acres 
located  near  Graniteville  and  Cold  Spring  Roads  as  shown  on  Assessors'  Map  26 
Parcel  No.  37? 


Blanks 

7 

16 

13 

11 

9 

56 

Yes 

368 

320 

283 

347 

186 

1504 

No 

216 

321 

309 

305 

241 

1392 

*  Elected 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
STATE  PRIMARY 
SEPTEMBER  17,  1996 

DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT 


Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 


TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 

177 

192 

242 

178 

158 

947 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

Blanks 

46 

40 

52 

46 

51 

235 

John  F.  Kerry 

124 

143 

178 

126 

99 

670 

Write-Ins 

7 

9 

12 

6 

8 

42 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 

Blanks 

12 

19 

18 

10 

13 

72 

Martin  T.  Meehan 

142 

151 

197 

137 

112 

739 

Patrick  M.  Raymond 

23 

22 

27 

31 

32 

135 

Write  Ins 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

COUNCILLOR 

Blanks 

72 

83 

102 

73 

68 

398 

Cynthia  Stone  Creem 

104 

107 

137 

104 

88 

540 

Write  Ins 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

9 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

Blanks 

3 

3 

4 

1 

4 

15 

Matthew  C.  Donahue 

123 

98 

132 

108 

65 

526 

Steve  Panagiotakos 

51 

90 

106 

69 

89 

405 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

Blanks 

33 

30 

34 

23 

30 

150 

Geoffrey  D.  Hall 

142 

161 

206 

151 

126 

786 

Write-Ins 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

11 

29 


STATE  PRIMARY  -  SEPT.  17,  1996  -  DEMOCRATIC  BALLOT 


Prec.  1 

REGISTER  OF  PROBATE 

Prec.  2 

Prec.  3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

41 

49 

60 

38 

32 

220 

Robert  B.  Antonelli 

18 

18 

41 

24 

24 

125 

John  J.  Buckley 

7 

15 

19 

12 

16 

69 

Francis  X.  Flaherty 

10 

17 

12 

8 

9 

56 

Diane  Poulos  Harpell 

24 

26 

36 

32 

23 

141 

Marie  E.  Howe 

6 

9 

12 

9 

6 

42 

Joyce  E.  Hurley 

7 

10 

11 

8 

10 

46 

Ronald  A.  MacDonald 

6 

2 

3 

4 

5 

20 

Wanda  M.  Milk 

57 

46 

48 

42 

31 

224 

Write-Ins 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

COUNTY  TREASURER 

Blanks 

60 

55 

74 

55 

43 

287 

James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 

73 

95 

128 

75 

78 

449 

Warren  R.  McManus 

44 

41 

40 

48 

36 

209 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 

Blanks 

151 

163 

192 

158 

137 

801 

Thomas  J.  Larkin 

41 

50 

65 

46 

21 

223 

Melissa  Hurley 

25 

23 

42 

28 

20 

138 

James  P.  Kennedy 

36 

47 

62 

39 

50 

234 

Eleanor  A.  McGarry 

54 

52 

74 

55 

57 

292 

Joseph  W.  Mullin 

30 

27 

29 

11 

9 

106 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 

17 

21 

20 

18 

20 

96 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

SHERRIFF 

Blanks 

42 

37 

41 

40 

29 

189 

James  V.  DiPaola 

42 

46 

67 

40 

46 

241 

Leonard  H.  Golder 

19 

23 

24 

20 

18 

104 

Edward  J.  Kennedy,  Jr. 

58 

69 

93 

58 

52 

330 

Edward  J.  Rideout 

16 

16 

17 

18 

12 

79 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

4 

STATE  PRIMARY 
SEPTEMBER  17,  1996 

REPUBLICAN  BALLOT 

Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 


TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST  17  42 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

Blanks  0  3 

William  F.  Weld  17  37 

Write-Ins  0  2 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 

COUNCILLOR 

Blanks 

Write-Ins 


15  41 

2  1 


16  41 

1  1 


SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


Blanks  4  1 

Kenneth  J.  Dwyer  13  41 

Write-Ins  0  0 


REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


Blanks  16  41 

Write-Ins  1  1 

REGISTER  OF  PROBATE 


Blanks  3 

Donna  M.  Lambert  13 

Write-Ins  1 

COUNTY  TREASURER 


9 

33 

0 


Blanks  16  40 

Write-Ins  1  2 


45 


3 

42 

0 


41 

4 


42 

3 


5 

39 

1 


43 

2 


4 

41 

0 


40 

5 


46 


1 

43 

2 


44 

2 


46 

0 


4 

41 

1 


45 

1 


10 

36 

0 


46 

0 


31  181 


4  11 

25  164 

2  6 


30  171 

1  10 


31  176 

0  5 


5  19 

25  159 

1  3 


31  176 

0  5 


11  37 

19  142 

1  2 


31  173 

0  8 
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STATE  PRIMARY  -  SEPTEMBER  17,  1996  -  REPUBLICAN  BALLOT 


Prec.  1 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 

Prec.  2 

Prec.  3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

Blanks 

13 

28 

32 

33 

33 

139 

Anthony  G.  Marino 

10 

31 

32 

31 

15 

119 

Jeffrey  Vengrow 

9 

25 

26 

28 

14 

102 

Write-Ins 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

SHERRIFF 

Blanks 

3 

9 

6 

9 

7 

34 

Brad  Bailey 

14 

32 

39 

37 

23 

145 

Write-Ins 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 
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STATE  PRIMARY 
SEPTEMBER  17,  1996 

LIBERTARIAN  BALLOT 


Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4 


TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 


0 


0 


SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


0 

1 


0 

0 


1 

0 


REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


COUNCILLOR 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


REGISTER  OF  PROBATE 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


COUNTY  TREASURER 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0 

0 


1 

0 


0 

0 


1 

0 


Prec.  5  TOTAL 
2  4 


2  3 

0  1 


2 

0 


2 

0 


2 

0 


2  4 

0  0 


2  4 

0  0 


2  4 

0  0 
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STATE  PRIMARY  -  SEPTEMBER  17,  1996  -  LIBERTARIAN  BALLOT 

Prec.  1  Prec.  2  prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 
COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 


Blanks 

Write-Ins 

SHERRIFF 

Blanks 

Write-Ins 


0  10  12  4 

0  0  0  0  0  0 


0  10  12 
0  0  0  0  0 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

•MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  COMMISSIONER  RECOUNT 

(From  9-17-96  Primary  Election) 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1996 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 


TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST  947 

Thomas  J.  Larkin  226 

Melissa  Hurley  136 

James  P.  Kennedy  237 

Eleanor  A.  McGarry  299 

Joseph  W.  Mullin  104 

Edward  J.  Sullivan  96 

Write-Ins  4 

Blanks  792 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
STATE  ELECTION 

NOVEMBER  5,  1996 


Prec.  1 

Prec.  2 

Prec.  3 

Prec.  4 

Prec.  5 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  BALLOTS  CAST 

2067 

1816 

1865 

2182 

1628 

9558 

PRESIDENT  /  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Blanks 

31 

28 

37 

50 

27 

173 

Browne  and  Jorgensen 

18 

13 

19 

20 

17 

88 

Clinton  and  Gore 

1034 

966 

934 

1077 

849 

4860 

Dole  and  Kemp 

815 

597 

669 

832 

546 

3459 

Hagelin  and  Tompkins 

4 

5 

2 

4 

4 

19 

Moorehead  and  LaRiva 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Perot  and  Choate 

161 

193 

190 

188 

180 

912 

All  Others 

2 

11 

13 

11 

5 

42 

SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS 

Blanks 

24 

23 

29 

57 

25 

158 

John  F.  Kerry 

783 

765 

737 

821 

642 

3748 

William  F.  Weld 

1231 

972 

1053 

1250 

920 

5426 

Susan  C.  Gallagher 

27 

51 

40 

48 

38 

204 

Robert  C.  Stowe 

2 

4 

5 

5 

2 

18 

All  Others 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS 

Blanks 

528 

419 

460 

557 

392 

2356 

Martin  T.  Meehan 

1518 

1366 

1383 

1594 

1213 

7074 

All  Others 

21 

31 

22 

31 

23 

128 

COUNCILLOR 

Blanks 

792 

625 

705 

828 

577 

3527 

Cynthia  Stone  Creem 

1265 

1171 

1146 

1337 

1038 

5957 

All  Others 

10 

20 

14 

17 

13 

74 
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STATE  ELECTION  -  NOVEMBER  5,  1996 


Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 
SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 


Blanks 

183 

118 

135 

182 

92 

710 

Kenneth  J.  Dwyer 

1004 

815 

841 

1126 

669 

4455 

Steve  Panagiotakos 

880 

881 

889 

874 

866 

4390 

All  Others 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

Blanks  501  329 

429 

527 

357 

2143 

Geoffrey  D.  Hall 

1558 

1460 

1426 

1637 

1258 

7339 

All  Others 

8 

27 

10 

18 

13 

76 

REGISTER  OF  PROBATE 

Blanks 

349 

267 

287 

315 

233 

1451 

Donna  M.  Lambert 

1134 

927 

996 

1234 

827 

5118 

Robert  B.  Antonelli 

583 

620 

582 

632 

568 

2985 

All  Others 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 

COUNTY  TREASURER 

Blanks 

778 

601 

679 

820 

535 

3413 

James  E.  Fahey,  Jr. 

1280 

1200 

1178 

1344 

1080 

6082 

All  Others 

9 

15 

8 

18 

13 

63 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONER 

Blanks 

1611 

1392 

1423 

1613 

1299 

7338 

Thomas  J.  larkin 

886 

829 

835 

930 

756 

4236 

Anthony  G.  Marino 

739 

554 

619 

798 

503 

3213 

Edward  J.  Sullivan 

464 

563 

469 

504 

414 

2364 

Jerry  Vengrow 

433 

339 

381 

517 

282 

1952 

All  Others 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

13 

37 
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SHERRIFF 


Prec.  1  Prec.  2  Prec.  3  Prec.  4  Prec.  5  TOTAL 


Blanks 

305 

206 

247 

302 

194 

1254 

Brad  Bailey 

1072 

919 

981 

1170 

856 

4998 

James  V.  DiPaola 

688 

688 

636 

708 

577 

3297 

All  Others 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

QUESTION  ONE  (Prohibiting  use  of  certain  traps  for  hunting) 

Blanks 

187 

177 

185 

238 

206 

993 

Yes 

1173 

905 

986 

1126 

790 

4980 

No 

707 

734 

694 

818 

632 

3585 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  -  FEBRUARY  12.  1996 


At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westford, 
gualified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  held  at  Abbot  School  on 
Monday,  February  12,  1996,  the  following  business  transacted: 

Election  officers,  using  voting  lists,  acted  as  tellers  at  the 
doors.  The  attendance  was  698.  (A  quorum  of  224  was  needed.) 

Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
7:50  PM. 


ARTICLE  1:  PLANNING  BOARD 


It  was  voted,  645  yes  and  26  no,  (2/3  vote  required)  that  the  Town 
amend  the  Westford  Zoning  By-law,  pursuant  to  Mass.  General  Laws 
Ch.  40(A),  by  enacting  the  following: 


GROWTH  MANAGEMENT  BY-LAW 


Amend  the  Westford  Zoning  By-law  by  adding  a  new  section  to  Chapter 
173,  Article  V,  Special  Regulations,  Section  26:  "Growth 
Management,"  which  shall  read  as  follows: 


173-26  GROWTH  MANAGEMENT 
A.  INTENT  AND  PURPOSE 

This  Section  173-26  is  adopted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  G.L., 
c.  40A  and  the  Home  Rule  Amendment,  Article  89  of  the  Massachusetts 
Constitution,  for  the  following  purposes: 

(1)  to  ensure  that  growth  occurs  in  an  orderly  and  planned 
manner,  at  a  rate  that  can  be  supported  by  Town  services, 
while  avoiding  large  year-to-year  variations  in  the 
development  rate; 
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(2)  to  provide  the  Town  with  time  to  study  the  effect  of 
growth  on  the  municipality's  infrastructure,  character, 
and  municipal  services; 

(3)  to  relate  the  timing  of  residential  development  to  the 
Town's  ability  to  provide  adequate  public  safety, 
schools,  roads  and  municipal  infrastructure,  and  human 
services  at  the  level  of  quality  which  citizens  expect, 
and  within  the  Town's  ability  to  pay  under  the  financial 
limitations  of  Proposition  2-1/2,  as  outlined  in  the 
Town's  1995  Master  Plan; 

(4)  to  preserve  and  enhance  the  existing  community  character 
and  value  of  property;  and 

(5)  to  allow  departures  from  the  strict  application  of  the 
growth  rate  measures  herein  in  order  to  encourage  certain 
types  of  residential  growth  which  address  the  housing 
needs  of  specific  population  groups  or  which  provide 
significant  reductions  in  the  ultimate  residential 
density  of  the  Town. 


B. 


APPLICABILITY,  EFFECT  AND  DEFINITIONS 

(1)  Beginning  on  February  12,  1996,  no  building  permit  for  a 
new  dwelling  unit  or  units  shall  be  issued  unless  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  this  Section  173-26, 
or  unless  exempted  by  Section  173-26. F.,  herein. 

(2)  The  provisions  of  this  Section  173-26  shall  expire  on 
January  1,  2001;  however,  by  vote  of  Town  Meeting  before 
said  date,  the  provisions  of  this  Section  173-26  may  be 
extended  for  an  additional  five  years  in  order  to 
continue  municipal  comprehensive  planning  studies 
necessary  to  promote  orderly  growth.  In  the  event  such 
action  is  taken  by  Town  Meeting  prior  to  January  1,  2001, 
these  provisions  shall  not  be  construed  to  have  lapsed  on 
such  date. 

(3)  For  the  purposes  of  this  Section  173-26,  the  following 
terms  shall  have  the  following  meaning: 
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(a)  "Growth  rate  limit"  shall  mean  the  maximum  number 
of  building  permits  that  may  be  authorized  in  a 
two-year  period,  which  shall  be  250  permits.  The 
growth  rate  limit  is  based  upon  an  analysis  of 
recent  average  growth  rates,  and  the  1995  Master 
Plan's  policies  and  implementation  strategies  to 
manage  the  current  high  level  of  residential  growth 
in  the  Town.  Units  exempt  under  Section  173-26. F. 
are  included  within  the  calculation  of  the  growth 
rate  limit. 

(b)  "Development"  shall  mean  a  single  parcel  or  set  of 
contiguous  parcels  of  land  held  in  common  ownership 
at  any  time  on  or  after  the  date  of  adoption  of 
this  by-law,  for  which  one  or  more  building  permits 
will  be  sought. 

(c)  "Development  schedule"  shall  mean  a  schedule 
authorized  by  the  Planning  Board  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  173-26. D(2). 


C.  PLANNED  GROWTH  RATE 

(1)  The  growth  rate  limit  shall  be  based  on  a  target  growth 
rate  of  125  dwelling  units  per  year.  In  order  to  provide 
flexibility  for  fluctuations  in  the  general  economy  as 
well  as  the  development  cycle,  the  target  limit  is 
established  as  250  permits  for  new  dwelling  units  over  a 
rolling  24  month  period.  Furthermore,  in  order  to  reflect 
the  large  number  of  building  permits  that  are  statutorily 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  this  Section  173-26  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption  (due  to  the  prior  approval  of 
subdivision  plans,  plans  subject  to  G.L.  c.  41,  s.  81P, 
special  permits  and  building  permits),  the  growth  rate 
limit  in  effect  at  any  point  in  time  shall  be  adjusted  by 
subtracting  from  the  250  permit  target  rate  fifty  percent 
(50%)  of  the  number  of  exempt  parcels  and/or  units  for 
which  building  permits  have  not  been  issued.  In  no  case, 
however,  shall  the  number  of  nonexempt  building  permits 
issued  be  reduced  below  100  permits  in  any  two-year 
period. 

(2)  Whenever  the  number  of  building  permits  issued  for  new 
dwelling  units  exceeds  the  applicable  growth  rate  limit, 
the  Building  Inspector  shall  not  issue  building  permits 
for  any  additional  dwelling  unit  or  units  unless  such 
unit  or  units  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  this 
Section  173-26  under  subsection  173-26. E.  below. 
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(3)  The  Planning  Board  shall  not  approve  any  development 
schedule  under  subsection  173-26. D.  which  would  result  in 
authorizations  exceeding  the  applicable  growth  rate 
limit . 

(4)  Building  permits  authorized  by  a  development  schedule, 
but  not  acquired  during  the  scheduled  period  set  forth  in 
Section  173-26. D.  shall  not  be  counted  in  computing  the 
applicable  growth  rate  limit.  Building  permits  issued, 
but  subsequently  abandoned  under  the  provisions  of  the 
State  Building  Code,  shall  not  be  counted  in  computing 
the  applicable  growth  rate  limit. 


D.  DEVELOPMENT  SCHEDULING 

(1)  This  Section  173-26. D.  shall  apply  to  the  following  types 

of  development  which  would  result  in  the  creation  of  new 
dwelling  units;  (a)  definitive  subdivision  plans,  (b) 
plans  subject  to  G.L.  c.  41,  s.  81P;  (c)  special  permit 
developments  subject  to  Section  173-13,  173-20,  and 

173-25  of  this  Zoning  By-law;  and  (d)  use  variances. 

(2)  In  addition  to  the  types  of  development  described  in 
paragraph  173-26.D(1),  the  Planning  Board  is  authorized, 
upon  request,  to  approve  a  development  schedule  for  any 
other  building  lot  or  dwelling  unit,  specifying  the  month 
and  year  in  which  such  lot/unit  shall  be  eligible  for  a 
building  permit. 

(3)  Dwelling  units  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  a  single 
development,  for  purposes  of  development  scheduling,  if 
located  on  either  a  single  parcel  or  on  a  set  of 
contiguous  parcels  of  land  held  in  common  ownership  at 
any  time  on  or  after  the  date  of  adoption  of  this  by-law. 

(4)  Where  consistent  with  the  applicable  growth  rate  limit, 
building  permits  for  the  construction  of  new  residential 
units  in  the  types  of  development  set  forth  in  Section 
173-26. D.(l)  shall  be  authorized  only  in  accordance  with 
the  following  table: 
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Number  of  New  Units 
in  Development 


Maximum  Number  of 
Dwelling  Units  Per  Year  * 


1-5 


(Total  in  Development) 


6-10 


5 


11-20 


6 


21-30 


7 


31-40 


8 


41-54 


9 


55-80 


10 


More  than  80 


12.5%  of  Total  in  Development 


*  Number  of  units  in  the  development  for  which  building  permits  may 
be  authorized  each  year. 

(5)  Where  the  applicable  growth  rate  limit  does  not  allow 
development  consistent  with  the  table  set  forth  above, 
the  Planning  Board  shall  establish  a  development  schedule 
which  allows  fewer  than  the  maximum  number  of  dwelling 
units  per  year.  However,  the  Planning  Board  shall  not 
establish  any  development  schedule  which  phases 
development  for  longer  than  a  10  year  period. 


E.  PROCEDURES  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  SCHEDULES 

(1)  In  order  to  facilitate  review,  the  developer  may  submit 
a  written  proposed  development  schedule  to  the  Planning 
Board  as  part  of  any  application  for  a  preliminary  or 
definitive  subdivision  approval  or  any  application  for 
approval  of  a  plan  subject  to  G.L.  c.  41,  s.  81P. 

(2)  In  cases  where  the  developer  has  elected  not  to  submit  a 
development  schedule  in  accordance  with  Section  E.(l), 
above,  the  Building  Inspector  shall  refer  any  application 
for  a  building  permit  on  a  lot  within  these  types  of 
plans  to  the  Planning  Board  for  development  scheduling. 
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(3)  The  developer  shall  submit  a  written  proposed  development 
schedule  as  part  of  any  application  for  a  special  permit 
or  use  variance.  In  the  case  of  a  use  variance,  the 
Board  of  Appeals  shall  forthwith  refer  said  document  to 
the  Planning  Board. 

(4)  The  Planning  Board  shall  approve  a  development  schedule 
which  is  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  by-law. 

(5)  Approved  development  schedules  for  the  types  of 

development  described  in  Section  173-26. D.(l)  shall  be 
incorporated,  where  appropriate,  as  part  of  the  decision 
filed  with  the  Town  Clerk,  whether  inscribed  on  the  plan 
and/or  filed  as  a  separate,  attached  document.  In  the 
alternative,  development  schedules  pertaining  to  plans 
subject  to  G.L.  c.41,  s.  81P  shall  be  separately  recorded 
if  the  developer  does  not  elect  to  use  the  procedures  of 
Section  173-26. (E)  (1). 

(6)  No  approved  development  schedule  shall  take  effect  for 
the  purposes  of  obtaining  building  permits  until  recorded 
separately  or  as  part  of  the  decision. 

(7)  After  approval  of  a  development  schedule  by  the  Planning 
Board  in  accordance  with  subsection  173-26D,  an 
application  for  a  building  permit  in  conformance  with  the 
approved  schedule  shall  be  approved  and  the  permit  issued 
even  if  the  applicable  growth  rate  limit  calculated 
pursuant  to  paragraph  173-26. C( 2)  has  been  reached. 

(8)  If  applications  for  building  permits  are  made  at  a  slower 
rate  than  authorized  in  a  development  schedule, 
applications  for  the  unused  permits  from  one  period  may 
be  made  in  a  later  period;  and  such  applications  shall  be 
approved  and  the  permits  issued  even  if  the  applicable 
growth  rate  limit  has  been  reached  in  the  later  period. 

(9)  Upon  transfer  of  any  lot  or  unit  in  the  types  of 
development  subject  to  development  scheduling,  the  deed 
shall  reference  the  development  schedule  and  state  the 
earliest  date  on  which  construction  may  be  commenced  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  by-law. 
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F.  EXEMPTIONS 

The  following  developments  are  specifically  exempt  from  the  Planned 
Growth  Rate  and  Development  Scheduling  provisions  of  this  by-law. 
The  issuance  of  building  permits  for  these  developments  shall  count 
toward  the  growth  rate  limitation  of  250  permits  in  a  two-year 
period,  but  shall  not  affect  the  minimum  number  of  nonexempt 
permits  to  be  issued  of  100  permits  in  a  two-year  period,  as  set 
forth  in  Section  173-26. C(l). 


(1)  Dwelling  units  in  the  types  of  development  set  forth  in 
section  173-26.D(1)  which  are  exempt  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  G.L.  c.  40A,  s.  6. 

(2)  An  application  for  a  building  permit  for  the  enlargement, 
restoration,  or  reconstruction  of  a  dwelling  in  existence 
as  of  the  effective  date  of  this  by-law,  provided  that  no 
additional  residential  unit  is  created. 

(3)  Dwelling  units  for  low  and/or  moderate  income  families  or 
individuals,  where  all  of  the  following  conditions  are 
met : 

(a)  Occupancy  of  the  units  is  restricted  to  households 
qualifying  under  the  Local  Initiative  Program  as 
administered  by  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities 
and  Development; 

(b)  The  affordable  units  are  subject  to  a  properly 
executed  and  recorded  deed  restriction  running  with 
the  land  which  shall  limit  each  succeeding  resale 
price  to  an  increase  of  10  percent,  plus  any 
increase  in  the  consumer  price  index,  plus  the  cost 
of  any  improvements  certified  by  the  Building 
Inspector. 

(4)  Dwelling  units  for  senior  residents,  where  occupancy  of 
the  units  is  restricted  to  senior  persons  through  a 
properly  executed  and  recorded  deed  restriction  running 
with  the  land.  For  purposes  of  this  Section  "senior" 
shall  mean  persons  over  the  age  of  55. 
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(5)  Development  projects  which  voluntarily  agree  to  a  minimum 

25%  permanent  reduction  in  density  below  the  density 
permitted  under  zoning  and  feasible  given  the 

environmental  conditions  of  the  tract,  with  the  surplus 
land  egual  to  at  least  five  buildable  acres  and 
permanently  designated  as  open  space  and/or  farmland. 
The  land  to  be  preserved  shall  be  protected  from 
development  by  an  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction, 
Conservation  Restriction,  dedication  to  the  Town,  or 
other  similar  mechanism  that  will  ensure  its  protection. 

(6)  Any  tract  of  land  existing  and  not  held  in  common 
ownership  with  an  adjacent  parcel  on  the  effective  date 
of  this  Section  173-26  shall  receive  a  one-time  exemption 
from  the  Planned  Growth  Rate  and  Development  Scheduling 
provisions  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  one 
single-family  dwelling  unit  on  the  parcel. 


G.  ZONING  CHANGE  PROTECTION 

Any  protection  against  zoning  changes  provided  by  G.L.  c.  40A,  s. 
6,  shall  be  extended  to  the  earliest  date  on  which  the  final  unit 
in  the  development  could  be  authorized  under  this  by-law. 


H.  SEPARABILITY 

The  provisions  of  this  by-law  are  hereby  declared  separable  and  if 
any  provision  shall  be  held  invalid  or  unconstitutional,  it  shall 
not  be  construed  to  affect  the  validity  or  constitutionality  of  any 
of  the  remaining  provisions  of  this  by-law. 

(Planning  Board  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  2:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted,  670  yes  and  1  no,  (2/3  voted  required)  that  the  Town 
amend  the  Westford  Zoning  By-law,  Chapter  173-5  (B),  "General 

Definitions",  "Lot  Frontage",  by  deleting  the  period  at  the  end, 
and  adding  the  following: 

"...  and  to  a  minimum  depth  of  the  minimum  front  setback  for 
the  building  in  that  zoning  district." 

(Planning  Board  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Finance  Committee  Approved) 


ARTICLE  3:  MASTER  PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION  COMMITTEE 

It  was  voted,  653  yes  and  13  no  and  5  abstaining,  (2/3  voted 
required)  that  the  Town  amend  its  Zoning  By-law  as  follows: 


RETAIL  DEVELOPMENT  BY-LAW 


PREAMBLE 


The  Master  Plan  Implementation  Committee  is  engaging  in  a 
comprehensive  review  of  the  Town's  industrial  and  commercial 
by-laws  and  use  tables  in  an  effort  to  attract  business  consistent 
with  the  Town's  character  that  will  add  to  the  Town's  tax  base. 
Until  this  review  is  completed,  the  Committee  has  determined  that 
the  Town's  current  limitation  on  the  construction  of  large  retail 
developments  should  continue  in  order  that  this  limitation  can  be 
evaluated  within  the  context  of  the  overall  review  being  conducted 
by  the  Committee. 


AMENDMENT: 

Amend  the  Zoning  By-law,  Section  173-11,  "General  requirements;  use 
regulations  symbols  explained,"  by  adding  the  following  new 
paragraph  C : 
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C.  Provisions  for  large  retail  buildings.  The  following 
provisions  shall  supersede  the  notations  in  Sect.  173-13, 
Table  of  Use  Regulations.  If  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  these 
provisions  the  Town  has  adopted  amendments  to  the  Zoning  By¬ 
law  that  apply  to  these  uses,  any  regulations  that  were 
superseded  by  this  section  and  that  are  not  incorporated  in 
the  amended  By-law  shall  be  considered  to  have  been  repealed 
as  of  the  date  of  adoption  of  this  section. 

(1)  These  provisions  shall  apply  to  buildings  that  are  used 

primarily  for  one  or  more  of  the  uses  listed  in  Sect. 
173-13,  subsection  D,  items  (1),  (2),  (3),  (4),  (8)  & 

(13). 

(2)  Buildings  larger  than  60,000  square  feet  gross  floor  area 
shall  be  prohibited. 

(3)  In  districts  where  Sect.  173-13  indicated  that  such  uses 
are  permitted  (P)  or  allowed  under  a  special  permit  (SPA 
OR  SPB ) ,  buildings  with  between  30,000  and  60,000  square 
feet  gross  floor  area  shall  instead  be  allowed  under  a 
special  permit  by  the  Planning  Board  (SPB). 
Notwithstanding  Sect.  173-22D(4),  all  requirements  of 
Sect.  173-22,  Site  plan  review,  shall  apply  to  such 
buildings  except  those  that  are  to  be  approved  under  the 
special  permit  procedures  for  planned  commercial 
developments  and  planned  industrial  developments. 

(4)  For  purposes  of  this  section,  a  ’’wholesale  club"  or 
similar  use  for  which  a  majority  of  the  customers  make 
their  purchases  at  the  site  shall  be  considered  to  be  a 
retail  use  under  Sect.  173-13  D(l). 

(5)  During  the  period  in  which  this  section  is  in  effect,  any 
application  for  a  building  permit  or  special  permit,  and 
any  plan  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board  under  M.G.L. 
Chap.  41,  Sect.  810  (definitive  plan),  81P  (approval  not 
required  plan)  or  81S  (preliminary  plan),  shall  be 
subject  to  this  section. 

(Planning  Board  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  4:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted,  419  yes  and  9  no,  (2/3  voted  required)  that  the  Town 
amend  the  Westford  Zoning  By-law,  Section  173-13.  Table  of  Use 
Regulations,  under  subsection  A.  Residential,  subparagraph  (3),  by 
adding  SPB  under  the  I A  District; 

(Planning  Board  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved,  4-1) 
(Conservation  Commission  Approved) 


ARTICLE  5:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted,  (408  yes  and  16  no  and  4  abstaining,  (2/3  voted 
required)  that  the  Town  amend  Section  173-20,  Open-space 
residential  development,  in  the  following  respect; 

At  B.  Definition  of  terms,  COMMON  LAND,  add  at  the  end,  "...  or 
the  Town  of  Westford" . 

At  C.  Minimum  dimensional  requirements,  subparagraph  (4),  add 
the  following: 

"...  in  addition,  however,  that  in  an  Industrial  A  District,  the 
total  common  land  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  (30%)  percent  of 
the  parcel  which  is  the  subject  of  the  subdivision". 

At  E.  Legal  Requirements  for  common  land  ownership  and 
maintenance,  add  a  new  paragraph,  numbered  (5),  which  shall  read  as 
follows : 

"(5)  In  an  Industrial  A  District,  notwithstanding  anything 
above  stated  to  the  contrary: 

(a)  a  developer  may  convey  all  of  the  common  land  designated  on  the 
plan  to  the  Town  of  Westford,  to  be  held  and  used  for  purposes  set 
forth  in  this  section,  without  the  necessity  for  compliance  with 
other  provisions  of  paragraph  E  above  stated.  If  the  Town  fails  to 
vote  to  accept  part  or  all  of  said  common  land  within  one  (1)  year 
from  the  date  of  delivery  of  the  deed,  the  developer  shall  place  on 
such  land  not  accepted  a  conservation  restriction  to  the  Town  of 
Westford  over  such  land  pursuant  to  MGL  C.184,  Sections  31  through 
33,  to  ensure  that  such  land  shall  be  kept  in  an  open  or  natural 
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state  and  not  be  built  upon  for  residential  use  or  developed  for 
accessory  uses  such  as  parking  or  roadways.  This  restriction  shall 
be  enforceable  by  the  Town  through  its  Conservation  Commission  in 
any  proceeding  authorized  by  MGL  C.184,  Section  33. 

(b)  The  common  land  may  be  designated  in  relation  to  phases  within 
a  subdivision.  If  all  lots  within  a  phase  are  withdrawn  from  a 
subdivision,  or  not  built,  then  the  common  land  associated  with 
that  phase  will  not  be  subject  to  Section  173-20." 

(Planning  Board  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 

Mr.  Paul  Bayer,  from  the  audience,  stood  to  thank  Robert  Halpin, 
Westford's  first  Town  Manager,  for  his  eleven  years  of  dedicated 
service.  A  standing  ovation  followed. 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  adjourn  the  Special  Town  Meeting  at 
9:30  PM. 


A  True  Record:  ATTEST 


Elaine  V.  McKenna 
Town  Clerk 


50 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  -  MAY  11.  1996 


At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westford, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  held  at  Abbot  School  on 
Saturday,  May  11,  1996,  the  following  business  was  transacted: 

Election  officers,  using  voting  lists,  acted  as  tellers  at  the 
doors,  the  attendance  was  342. 

Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
10:00  AM. 

Before  the  start  of  the  meeting,  standing  ovations  were  given 
to  Henry  Leland  and  John  Connell,  Jr.  both  of  whom  retired,  for 
their  long  years  of  service  to  the  Town. 

The  first  "Gordon  B.  Seavey  Appreciation  Award"  was  presented 
to  C.  L.  &  Betsy  Gildroy,  and  the  Town  received  $5,000  and  a  plaque 
for  "Best  Community  for  Newspaper  Recycling". 

It  was  voted  to  admit  the  following  non-voters  to  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting:  Bill  Olsen,  School  Business  Manager;  Jeff  Chelgren, 
Land  Use  Coordinator;  Jared  S.  A.  Clark,  Acting  Town  Manager; 
Robert  J.  Halpin,  former  Town  Manager;  Glenn  Fratto,  Town  Manager; 
Frank  Messer,  Finance  Director;  Walter  Poirier,  Principal  Assessor; 
and  Joanne  Sheehan,  Elder  Services  Coordinator. 


ARTICLE  1:  TOWN  REPORTS 


It  was  voted  to  accept  the  reports  of  Town  Officers,  Boards  and 
committees  for  the  calendar  year  1995. 


ARTICLE  2:  TOWN  ELECTED  OFFICIALS  SALARIES 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of 
all  elected  officials  of  the  Town: 


Selectmen, 

$  0a) 

Chairperson 

Members 

0(1) 

Board  of  Health,  Members 

0(1) 
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(1.)  Provided,  however,  that  incumbents  holding  office  in  th 
following  positions  as  of  6/30/94  shall  be  eligible  to  receive  th 
following  compensation  during  fiscal  1997. 

Selectmen , 

Chairperson 
Members 

Board  of  Health 
Members  $250 

(Finance  Committee  Approved 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved 


ARTICLE  3 :  COMPENSATION  PLAN  AMENDMENT /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  the  Consolidate! 
Classification  Plan,  compensation  Plan  of  the  Town,  effective  Jul; 
1,  1996  as  follows: 

A.  By  amending  Appendix  "A"  of  the  Personnel  By-la^ 
(Classification  and  Pay  Plan),  to  establish  the  followin< 
existing  minimum  and  maximum  salaries  with  those  listed  below 
effective  July  1,  1996. 

TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
PERSONNEL  PLAN 

APPENDIX  "A" 

(JULY  1,  1996) 


$1,100 

$950 


The  Town  Manager  recommends  that  the  following  changes  be  made  t< 
Appendix  "A"  Classification  and  Pay  Plan  effective  July  1,  1996: 


POSITION 


MINIMUM  MAXIMUM 


Town  Manager 
Finance  Director 
Principal  Assessor/Appraiser 
Assistant  Assessor/Data  Collector 
Town  Clerk(1) 

Tax  Collector 
Town  Accountant 

Town  Manager's  Admin.  Sec'y.  * 


59,062 

44,297 

34,484 

23,000 

32,366 

30,911 

30,911 

12.00 

49,140 

44,296 

36,855 


78 , 750 
59,062 
45,313 
35,000 
43, 155 
41,214 
41,214 
16.00 

65,520 
59,063 
49, 140 


Chief  of  Police 
Fire  Chief 
Police  Lieutenant 
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Highway  Superintendent 

38,026 

50,715 

Water  Superintendent 

36,619 

48,825 

Library  Director 

38,026 

50,715 

Library  Asst.  Director 

26,672 

35,563 

Senior  Librarian 

24,136 

32,299 

Senior  Page  * 

5 . 50 

6 . 25 

Library  Page  * 

4.75 

5 . 25 

Dir. /Land  Use  Planning  &  Management 

42,481 

56,500 

Town  Engineer 

43,609 

58,000 

Building  Commissioner 

33,412 

44,500 

Conservation  Commission  Coordinator 

30,615 

41,050 

Director  of  Environmental  Services 

33,000 

44,000 

Director  of  Health  Care  Services 

33,250 

44,250 

Community  Center  Director 

29,850 

39,800 

Recreation  Coordinator  * 

12.07 

16 .09 

Elder  Services  Coordinator 

23,625 

31,500 

Call  Fire  Fighters  and 

Ambulance  Attendants  * 

13.31 

Call  Fire  Lieutenants  * 

13 .71 

Call  Fire  Captains  * 

14.12 

Call  Deputy  Fire  Chief  * 

14.54 

Head  Lifeguard/Water 

Safety  Instructor  * 

8 . 00 

9 . 00 

Lif eguard/W. S . I .  * 

7 . 00 

7 . 50 

Lifeguard  * 

6.25 

6 . 50 

Beach  Attendant  * 

6.00 

6 . 25 

Tennis  Instructor  * 

7 . 00 

9.00 

Track  and  Field  Director  * 

8 . 00 

10.00 

Track  and  Field  Coach  * 

6 . 00 

7.00 

Day  Camp  Director  * 

10.00 

12.00 

Sr.  Day  Camp  Counselor  * 

6 . 00 

7 . 50 

Jr.  Day  Camp  Counselor  * 

5.00 

5 . 00 

Tree  Warden*2* 

0 . 00 

Board  of  Assessors*1* 

0 . 00 

Water  Commissioners*2* 

0 . 00 

Cemetery  Commissioners*2  * 

0 . 00 

All  salaries  are  Per  annum  except  where  noted  by  * 
hourly  rate  applies. 

in  which  case  an 

(1.)  The  Town  Clerk  may  receive  additional  compensation ,  not  to 

exceed  $5,000,  as  authorized  by 

General  Laws 

,  c.  41,  Section 

19(1.)  for  assuming  additional 

duties . 
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(2.)  Provided ,  however ,  that  incumbents  holding  office  in  the 
following  positions  as  of  6/30/96  shall  be  eligible ,  subject 
to  appropriation ,  to  receive  the  following  annual  compensation 
until  the  expirations  of  their  current  terms: 

Tree  Warden 
Board  of  Assessors 
Water  Commissioners 
Cemetery  Commissioners 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


1,000.00 

500.00 

400.00 

200.00 


ARTICLE  4:  FISCAL  YEAR  1997  TOWN  BUDGET /TOWN  MANAGER 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  sums  necessary  for 
the  Operation  and  Maintenance  of  Town  Departments  for  the  ensuing 
fiscal  year,  July  1,  1996  through  June  30,  1997,  and  that  such  sums 
be  expended  for  such  purposes  under  the  direction  of  the  respective 
Town  Officers,  Boards  and  Committees. 

ACCT .  NO.  ACCOUNT  NAME  AMOUNT 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


122 

12240 


123 

1231 

12340 


131 

13140 

13140 


Selectmen 

Selectmen  Expense 
SUBTOTAL 

Town  Manager 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

Finance  Committee 
Expenses 
Reserve  Fund 
SUBTOTAL 


10,086 

10,086 


104,229 

7,100 

111,329 


2,860 

92,000 

94,860 


133 

Finance  Department 

1331 

Personal  Services 

139,173 

13340 

Expenses 

8,015 

13341 

Audit 

14,500 

SUBTOTAL 

141 

Board  of  Assessors 

1411 

Personal  Services 

127,984 

14140 

Expenses 

25,525 

SUBTOTAL  153,509 
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ACCT .  NO. 

ACCOUNT  NAME 

AMOUNT 

145 

1451 

1454 

14581 

Tax  Collector 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

92,701 

37,750 

0 

130,451 

151 

1514 

Law  Account 

Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

57 , 000 

57,000 

152 

15242 

1524 

Personnel 

Merit  Pool  Salary 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

52,415 

28,250 

80,665 

153 

15340 

Centrex  Phone  System 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

20,100 

20, 100 

155 

1551 

15540 

MIS/Data  Processing 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

15,000 

27,917 

42,917 

161 

1611 

16140 

16181 

Town  Clerk 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

74,843 

15,395 

0 

90,238 

171 

17113 

1714 

17181 

Conservation  Commission 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

33,577 

7 , 005 

0 

40,582 

174 

1741 

17440 

Planning  Board 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

82,512 

9,100 

91,612 

176 

17615 

17640 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

2,000 

2,000 

4,000 
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ACCT .  NO. 


ACCOUNT  NAME 


AMOUNT 


184 

18440 


CATV 

Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 


500 


500 


192 

19217 

19240 

19281 


Town  Hall 

Personal  Services 

Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 


3,600 

32,880 

7,500 


43,980 


193 

19340 


Police/Fire  Complex 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 


23,500 


23,500 


TOTAL  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  1,157,017 


PUBLIC  SAFETY 


210 

2103 

21040 

21081 


Police  Department 

Personal  Services 

Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 


1,657,720 

191,550 

88,600 

1,937,870 


220 

2201 

22040 

22081 


Fire  Department 

Personal  Services 

Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 


789,786 
51,390 
13 , 500 


854,676 


241 

2411 

24140 

24181 


Building  Department 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 
Capital 

SUBTOTAL 


107,487 

10,415 

0 


117,902 


244 

24440 


Sealer  Weights/Measurers 

Expenses  400 

SUBTOTAL 


400 


291 

29140 


Civil  Defense 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 


1,000 


1,000 
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ACCT.  NO. 

ACCOUNT  NAME 

AMOUNT 

292 

2921 

29240 

29281 

By-law  Enforcement 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

26,916 

6,195 

0 

33,111 

294 

29413 

29440 

Tree  Warden 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

1,000 

15,000 

16,000 

TOTAL  PUBLIC  SAFETY 

2,960,959 

EDUCATION 

305 

30510 

30540 

Westford  Public  Schools 
Personal  Services  13, 

Expenses  3, 

SUBTOTAL 

394,165 

107,432 

16,501,597 

310 

31040 

Nashoba  Tech  School 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

235,357 

235,357 

TOTAL  EDUCATION 

16,736,954 

PUBLIC  WORKS 

421 

4211 

4244 

42781 

Highway  Department 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

577,374 

685,435 

11,000 

1,273,809 

431 

43140 

43141 

Solid  Waste/Recycle 
Recycling 

Curbside  Collection 
SUBTOTAL 

93,574 

983,845 

1,077,419 

440 

4401 

44040 

44081 

Ground  Maintenance 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

88, 127 
28,350 

0 

116,477 

57 


ATM 


MAY  11,  1996 


ACCT .  NO. 

ACCOUNT  NAME 

AMOUNT 

491 

49111 

4911 

49181 

Cemetery  Department 

Commissioners  Salary 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

600 

10,475 

0 

11,075 

TOTAL  PUBLIC  WORKS 

2,478,780 

HEALTH  AND  HUMAN 

SERVICES 

510 

5101 

51040 

51081 

Board  of  Health-Envir 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

75, 142 
12,300 

0 

87,442 

519 

5191 

Animal  Control 

Personal  Services 
SUBTOTAL 

3,950 

3,950 

523 

5231 

52340 

Board  of  Health-Public 
Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

40,374 

4,200 

44,574 

540 

54040 

54081 

Senior  Center 

Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

38,944 

0 

38 , 944 

541 

54113 

54140 

Council  on  Aging 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

31,884 

26,130 

58,014 

542 

54240 

Veterans  Services 

Expenses 

SUBTOTAL 

51,400 

51,400 

TOTAL  HEALTH  &  HUMAN  SERVICES 

284,324 

58 


mi  -  MAY  11,  1996 


ACCT.  NO. 

ACCOUNT  NAME 

AMOUNT 

CULTURAL  &  RECREATION 

610 

Library 

6101 

Personal  Services 

495,484 

61040 

Expenses 

210,066 

61081 

Capital 

0 

SUBTOTAL 

705,550 

630 

Recreation  Department 

63014 

Personal  Services 

28,700 

63040 

Expenses 

13,083 

SUBTOTAL 

41,783 

670 

Museum 

67040 

Expenses 

5,500 

SUBTOTAL 

5,500 

673 

Community  Center 

6731 

Personal  Services 

19,169 

SUBTOTAL 

19,169 

692 

Memorial  Day  Celebration 

69240 

Expenses 

2,200 

SUBTOTAL 

2,200 

TOTAL  CULTURAL  &  RECREATION 

774,202 

DEBT  SERVICE 

910 

Debt  Service 

91009 

Principal 

1,773,450 

91010 

Interest 

1,163,742 

SUBTOTAL 

2,937,192 

TOTAL  DEBT  SERVICE 

2,937,192 
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ACCT .  NO. 

ACCOUNT  NAME 

AMOUNT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

911 

91140 

91141 

91142 

Unclassified 

Pension  Assessment 
Senior  Tax  Rebate 
Water  Indirect  Cost 
SUBTOTAL 

750,621 

10,000 

1,176,178 

1,936,799 

TOTAL  UNCLASSIFIED 

1,936,799 

WATER  ENTERPRISE 

452 

4521 

4524 

4528 

Water  Enterprise 

Personal  Services 
Expenses 

Capital 

SUBTOTAL 

406,836 

575,784 

317,380 

1,300,000 

TOTAL  WATER  ENTERPRISE 

1,300,000 

TOTAL  BUDGET 

| 

30,566,227 

ARTICLE  5:  CAPITAL  EQUIPMENT  REQUESTS /TOWN  AND  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate,  oi 
appropriate  from  any  available  sums,  THREE  HUNDRED  THIRTEE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  ($313,700.00)  DOLLARS,  to  provide  for  th 
following  Town  and  School  capital  improvements  and  equipment: 


Police  Communications  Equipment 

Fire  Communications  Equipment 

Fire  Air  Packs 

By-law  Enforcement  Vehicle 

School  Furnishings 

Day  School  Intercom  Replacement 

Day  School  Lecture  Room  Conversion 

School  Academic  Computers 

Senior  Parking  Lot  Paving 


$18 , 000 
$18,700 

$80,000 

$24,000 

$70,000 

$10,000 

$33,000 

$30,000 

$30,000 

$313,700 


60 


TOTAL 


ATM  -  MAY  11,  1996 


and  to  meet  said  appropriation  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  THREE  HUNDRED  THIRTEEN  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
($313,700.00)  DOLLARS  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7 
(9)  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  and  supplemented,  or  any  other 
enabling  authority,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  6:  REVOLVING  FUNDS /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  authorize  the  following 
departmental  revolving  funds  for  the  specific  revenues  and  specific 
purposes  outlined  below  for  the  fiscal  year  July  1,  1996  through 
June  30,  1997  pursuant  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section 
53E( 1/2) : 

A.  PLANNING  BOARD 

A  portion  of  Subdivision  Filing  Fees,  not  otherwise  reguired 
to  offset  the  operating  budget,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging 
planning,  engineering  and  technical  consultant  services  and 
municipal  planning  activities,  said  expenditures  not  to 
exceed  $100,000  during  fiscal  year  1997; 

B.  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

A  portion  of  fees  received  under  the  Town's  Wetlands 
Protection  By-law,  not  otherwise  required  to  offset  the 
operating  budget,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  scientific, 
engineering  and  technical  consultant  services,  said 
expenditures  not  to  exceed  $40,000  during  fiscal  year  1997; 

C.  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

A  portion  of  fees  received  for  Subsurface  Sewage  System/Lot 
Testing  Fees  and  Pump  and  Well  Inspections  and  Nursing 
Immunization  Fees,  not  otherwise  required  to  offset  the 
operating  budget,  for  the  purpose  of  engineering  and 
technical  consultant  services  related  to  septic  systems  and 
domestic  water  supply,  and  materials  and  technical  services 
for  nursing  immunizations,  said  expenditures  not  to  exceed 
$55,000  during  fiscal  year  1997; 

D.  RECYCLING  COMMISSION 

Revenues  received  from  the  sale  of  recycled  materials  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  recycling  program,  said  expenditures  not 
to  exceed  $70,000  during  fiscal  year  1997; 
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E.  SEALER  WEIGHTS/MEASURES 

Fees  received  for  inspecting  and  calibrating  weights  and 
measures  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  and  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  said 
expenditures  not  to  exceed  $2,500  during  fiscal  year  1997. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  7:  WESTFORD  ACADEMY  ADD IT ION /PERMANENT  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

COMMITTEE 

It  was  voted,  334  yes  -  3  no,  that  the  sum  of  ONE  MILLION  EIGHT 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  ($1,800,000)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
provide  for  the  cost  of  design  services  for  an  addition  to  and  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Westford  Academy  building;  that  such  sums  may 
be  expended  for  the  architectural  and  engineering  of  services 
related  to  the  constructing,  equipping  and  furnishing  of  such  an 
addition  and  for  the  remodelling  and  making  of  extraordinary 
repairs  thereto , including  costs  incidental  and  related  thereto,  and 
that  to  raise  this  appropriation,  the  Treasurer,  with  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  ONE  MILLION  EIGHT 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  ($1,800,000.00)  DOLLARS  under  and  pursuant  to 
Chapter  44,  Section  7  (21)  of  the  General  Laws  or  Chapter  645  of 
the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  or  any  other  enabling  authority,  and 
to  issue  bonds  and  notes  of  the  Town  therefor;  said  sum  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Permanent  School  Building 
Committee . 


(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  8:  DESIGN  A  NEW  POLICE  STATION/TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted,  324  yes  -  1  no,  that  the  sum  of  THREE  HUNDRED  AND 
SEVENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($375,000)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
provide  for  the  cost  of  services  for  the  development  of 
architectural  and  engineering  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
construction,  original  equipping  and  furnishing  of  a  new  Police 
Station/Public  Safety  Complex,  including  costs  incidental  and 
related  thereto,  and  that  to  raise  this  appropriation  the 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  THREE  HUNDRED  SEVENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($375,000) 
DOLLARS  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7  (21)  of  the 

General  Laws  or  any  other  enabling  authority,  and  to  issue  bonds 
and  notes  of  the  Town  therefor;  said  sum  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  21:  LOCAL  OPTION  FOR  NEW  PROPERTY  ASSESSMENT/FINANCE 

COMMITTEE 


It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of 
Section  40  Chapter  653  of  the  Acts  of  1989  amending  the  third 
sentence  of  C.59,  Section  2A,  as  amended,  to  provide  that  buildings 
and  other  things  erected  on  or  affixed  to  land  during  the  period 
beginning  on  January  second  and  ending  on  June  thirtieth  of  the 
fiscal  year  preceding  that  to  which  the  tax  relates  shall  be  deemed 
part  of  such  real  property  as  of  the  valuation  date  of  January 
first . 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  9:  NEW  WESTFORD  ACADEMY  TRACK/ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK,  INC. 


It  was  voted,  224  yes  -  1  no,  that  the  sum  of  SIXTY-EIGHT  THOUSAND 
ONE  HUNDRED  ($68,100)  DOLLARS  be  raised  and  appropriated,  SIXTY- 
FOUR  THOUSAND  SEVENTY-FOUR  DOLLARS  AND  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS 
($64,079.25)  from  the  following  unused  bond  proceeds  and  FOUR 
THOUSAND  TWENTY  DOLLARS  AND  SEVENTY-FIVE  CENTS  ($4020.75)  from 
taxation  for  the  purpose  of  designing,  constructing  a  new  track  at 
Westford  Academy. 


Edwards  Beach 
Sanitary  Landfill 
Frost  Repairs 
Robinson  Gym  Floor 
Drew  Farms  Purchase 
School  Computer  Hardware 
Police  &  Library  Roof 
Farmer  Parcel  Purchase 
West  Street  Improvement 


$457 . 55 
$1,272.34 
$6,220.11 
$604 .83 
$627 . 95 
$723 .23 
$1,045.63 
$51 , 782 . 00 
$1,345 .61 


TOTAL 


$64,079. 25 


(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  10:  DESIGN  A  NEW  SALT  STORAGE  FACILITY /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 
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ARTICLE  11;  NEW  WATER  MAINS /WATER  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  sum  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
($500,000)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
installing  water  mains  in  Tadmuck  Rd.  and  Main  St.,  including  costs 
incidental  and  related  thereto;  further  that  said  sum  is  to  be 
appropriated  as  follows: 

From  available  funds  (Water  Surplus) 

From  available  funds  (FY  1996  Water  Department  Master  Plan 
Account ) 

further,  that  said  sum  is  to  be  reduced  by  any  unexpended  and 
unencumbered  balance  int  he  FY  1997  Water  Department  Master  Plan 
Account,  and  that  the  sum  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  ($500,000) 
DOLLARS  is  to  be  raised  by  (taxation,  borrowing);  said  sum  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Water  Department. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  12:  CONCORD  ROAD  PUMPING  STATION/WATER  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  sum  of  SIX  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
($600,000)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  design, 
engineering  and  construction  and  equipping  of  a  pumping  station  at 
Concord  Rd.  Well  Site  No.  11,  including  costs  incidental  and 
related  thereto;  further,  that  to  raise  this  appropriation,  the 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  SIX  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  ($600,000)  DOLLARS  under  and 
pursuant  to  Chapter  44,  Section  8(4)  of  the  General  Laws  or  any 
other  enabling  authority;  said  sum  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Water  Department. 


(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  13:  OPEN  SPACE  LAND  BANK/ PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  and  hereby 
are  authorized  to  file  a  home  rule  petition  to  the  General  Court, 
pursuant  to  Article  LXXXIX  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Constitution 
to  authorized  an  Open  Space  Land  Bank  Fund  for  the  Town  of 
Westford;  1)  to  be  payable  by  a  purchaser  of  said  property  at  the 
time  of  transfer.  Said  legislation  to  be  in  the  form  of  Article  13 
of  the  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant;  further,  that  the 
Selectmen  are  authorized  to  do  and  take  all  actions  necessary  to 
secure  the  adoption  of  this  home  rule  legislation. 
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AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  AN  OPEN  SPACE  LAND 
BANK  FUND  FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 


Section  1:  The  purpose  of  this  act  shall  be  to  enable  the  Town  of 
Westford  to  acquire,  hold  and  manage  land  and  interests  in  land  in 
furtherance  of  the  Town's  land  bank  plan. 


Section  2:  For  the  purpose  of  this  act,  the  following  words  and 
phrases  shall  have  the  following  meanings: 

"Conservation  Commission"  shall  mean  the  Conservation 
Commission  of  the  Town  of  Westford. 

"Fund"  shall  mean  the  municipal  land  bank  fund  established 
under  Section  3  of  this  Act. 

"Institutional  lender"  shall  mean  any  bank  defined  in 
section  one  of  chapter  one  hundred  sixty-seven  of  the  General  Laws, 
any  insurance  company  defined  in  section  one  of  chapter  one  hundred 
seventy-five  of  the  General  Laws,  and  any  mortgage  company  or 
investment  company  which  has  recorded  more  than  twenty  mortgages 
accepted  by  it  within  the  calendar  year  preceding  the  year  of  the 
relevant  mortgage,  any  national  bank,  federal  savings  and  loan 
association,  federal  savings  bank,  bank  holding  company  or  state  or 
federally  chartered  credit  union. 

"Land  bank  fund"  shall  mean  the  land  bank  fund  established 
under  Section  3  of  this  Act. 

"Land  bank  plan"  shall  mean  the  open  space  plan  adopted  by  the 
Conservation  Commission  in  1995,  as  it  may  be  from  time  to  time 
amended . 

"Purchaser"  shall  mean  the  transferee,  grantee  or  recipient  of 
any  real  property  interests. 

"Purchase  price"  shall  mean  all  consideration  in  excess  of 
$100,000,  or  such  other  amount  as  may  be  hereafter  established  by 
a  two-thirds  majority  vote  of  a  Town  Meeting,  paid  or  transferred 
by  or  on  behalf  of  a  purchaser  to  a  seller  or  his  nominee,  or  for 
his  benefit,  for  the  transfer  of  any  real  property  interest,  and 
shall  include,  but  be  limited  to,  all  cash  or  its  equivalent  so 
paid  or  transferred;  all  cash  or  other  property  paid  or  transferred 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  purchaser  to  discharge  or  reduce  any 
obligation  of  the  seller;  the  principal  amount  of  all  notes  or 
their  equivalent,  or  other  deferred  payments,  given  or  promised  by 
or  on  behalf  of  the  purchaser  to  the  seller  or  his  nominee;  the 
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outstanding  balance  of  all  obligations  of  the  seller  which  are 
assumed  by  the  purchaser  or  to  which  the  real  property  interest 
transferred  remains  subject  after  the  transfer,  determined  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer,  but  excluding  real  estate  taxes  and  other 
municipal  liens,  other  than  the  fee  established  by  Section  4  of 
this  Act,  which  are  not  overdue  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  and 
the  fair  market  value,  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  of  any  other 
consideration  or  thing  of  value  paid  or  transferred  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  purchaser,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  any  property, 
goods  or  services  paid,  transferred  or  rendered  in  exchange  for 
such  real  property. 

"Real  Property  interest"  shall  mean  any  present  or  future 
legal  or  equitable  interest  in  or  to  real  property,  and  any 
beneficial  interest  therein,  including  the  interest  of  any 
beneficiary  in  a  trust  which  holds  any  legal  or  equitable  interest 
in  real  property;  but  shall  not  include  any  interest  which  is 
limited  to  any  or  all  of  the  following:  the  dominant  estate  in  any 
easement  or  right  of  way;  the  right  to  enforce  any  restriction;  any 
estate  at  will  or  at  sufferance;  any  estate  for  years  having  a  term 
of  less  than  thirty  years;  any  reversionary  right,  condition  or 
right  of  entry  for  condition  broken;  the  interest  of  a  mortgagee  or 
other  secured  party  in  any  mortgage  or  security  agreement;  and  the 
interest  of  a  stockholder  in  a  corporation,  or  a  partner  in  a 
partnership . 

"Register"  shall  mean  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the  Middlesex 
County  Registry  District. 

"Seller"  shall  mean  the  transferor,  grantor  or  immediate 
former  owner  of  any  real  property  interest. 

"Time  of  the  transfer"  of  any  real  property  interest  shall 
mean  the  time  at  which  such  transfer  is  legally  effective  as 
between  the  parties  thereto,  and,  with  respect  to  a  transfer 
evidenced  by  an  instrument  recorded  with  the  registry  of  deeds  or 
registered  with  the  assistant  recorder  of  the  appropriate  registry 
district,  not  later  than  the  time  of  such  recording  or  filing. 


Section  3:  There  is  hereby  established  in  the  Town  of  Westford  a 
land  bank  fund,  to  be  administered  by  the  Conservation  Commission, 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring,  holding  and  managing  land  and 
interests  in  land  of  the  types  set  forth  in  Section  4  of  this  Act, 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  existing  and  future  protection  of  the 
groundwater  and  surface  water  resources  of  the  Town  and  to  provide 
for  any  other  open  space,  conservation  and  passive  recreational 
needs  of  the  Town,  its  residents  and  visitors. 
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The  establishment  of  the  land  bank  fund  shall  not  affect  the 
eligibility  or  priority  of  the  Town  for  any  state  open  space 
funding  program,  and  monies  from  the  land  bank  fund  may  be  used  as 
the  local  share  in  any  such  program. 


Section  4:  There  is  hereby  established  a  fee  on  the  transfer  or 
conveyance  of  any  real  property  interest  in  real  property  in  the 
Town  of  Westford  to  be  payable  by  a  purchaser  of  said  property  at 
the  time  of  transfer.  Said  fee  shall  be  in  the  amount  of  1%  of  the 
purchase  price,  or  such  other  amounts  as  may  be  hereafter 
established  by  a  two-thirds  majority  vote  of  a  Town  Meeting,  but 
not  to  exceed  2  percent.  The  fee  imposed  by  this  section  shall  be 
an  encumbrance  on  the  title  of  the  grantor  for  the  purposes  of 
section  twenty-one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  of  the 
General  Laws  and  a  tax  assessed  upon  the  land  for  the  purposes  of 
section  thirty-seven  of  chapter  sixty  of  the  General  Laws.  Said 
fee  shall  be  paid  to  the  register,  who  shall  be  designated  as  a 
deputy  collector  of  taxes  by  the  collector,  and  paid  over  by  the 
register  to  the  Town's  Finance  Director,  who  shall  maintain  a 
separate  account  of  the  same  for  the  purposes  of  this  section. 
Such  funds  may  be  expended  by  the  Conservation  Commission  for  the 
purchase  of  real  property  interests,  in  accordance  with  the  land 
bank  plan,  or  for  services  or  other  expenses  incidental  to  such 
purchases.  Without  limiting,  the  generality  of  the  foregoing,  the 
Conservation  Commission  may  purchase  and  acquire  fee  simple 
interests  and  any  lesser  interest  in  or  to  real  property,  including 
conservation  restrictions,  development  rights,  agricultural 
preservation  restrictions,  aquifer  preservation  restrictions, 
easements  and  right  of  way,  and  for  acquisition  of  agricultural, 
horticultural,  recreational  and  forest  lands  held  under  chapter 
sixty-one  and  chapter  sixty-one  A  and  sixty-one  B  of  the  General 
Laws.  No  single  purchase  or  expenditure  shall  exceed  $50,000 
without  approval  of  a  Town  Meeting. 

Expenditures  of  land  bank  funds  shall  be  allowed  for  maintenance, 
management,  and  limited  capital  improvements  of  conservation  lands 
acquired  with  land  bank  funds  subsequent  to  the  effective  date  of 
this  Act,  provided  that  the  expenditure  of  any  fiscal  year  for  such 
purposes  shall  not  exceed  ten  percent  of  the  total  land  bank 
revenues  for  that  year. 

The  Conservation  Commission  may  incur  debt  by  issuing  bonds  or 
signing  notes  or  mortgages  as  necessary  to  implement  the  land  bank 
program,  pleading  full  faith  and  credit  of  the  Town,  but  only  after 
having  been  authorized  to  do  so  in  each  instance  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  a  Town  Meeting.  Debt  incurred  for  the  implementation  of  the 
land  bank  program  may  be  retired  by  expenditures  from  the  land  bank 
fund . 
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Section  5:  The  fee  imposed  by  Section  4  shall  be  due  and  payable  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  relative  to  which  it  is  imposed,  and  the 
deed  or  other  such  instrument  of  conveyance  shall  have  attached 
thereto  as  a  part  thereof  a  statement  signed  under  oath  or  the 
penalties  of  perjury  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  legal  representative, 
attesting  to  the  true  and  complete  purchase  price  and  the  basis,  if 
any,  upon  which  the  transfer  is  claimed  to  be  exempt  in  whole  or  in 
part  from  the  fee  imposed  thereby,  and  the  register  shall  certify 
thereon  for  the  record  that  the  fee  has  been  paid  or  that  the 
transfer  is  exempt  from  such  fee  and  the  basis  for  such  exemption. 
The  register  shall  not  accept  for  recording  a  deed  or  other  such 
instrument  of  conveyance  unless  it  is  in  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  this  section.  Failure  to  comply  with  these 
requirements  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  instrument,  but 
may  constitute  breach  of  contract,  and  any  buyer  shall  have  the 
right  to  recover  from  a  seller  failing  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  Any  agreement  between  the  purchaser  and 
the  seller  or  any  other  person  with  reference  to  the  allocation  of 
the  responsibility  for  bearing  said  fee  shall  not  affect  the 
liability  of  the  purchaser. 


Section  6:  The  register  shall  post  one  or  more  conspicuous  notices 
informing  the  public  that  the  fee  established  in  Section  4  is  in 
effect  and  the  rate  thereof. 


Section  7:  In  order  to  meet  the  financial  obligation  of  the  Town  of 
Westford  under  this  Act,  the  Conservation  Commission  is  authorized 
to  draw  upon  the  land  bank  fund,  to  be  set  up  as  a  revolving 
account  under  the  control  of  the  Town's  Finance  Director.  Deposits 
into  the  fund  shall  include:  (a)  funds  appropriated  for  deposit  in 
the  funds  by  vote  of  a  Town  Meeting;  (b)  voluntary  contributions  of 
money  and  other  liquid  assets  to  the  funds; (c)  revenues  from  fees 
imposed  under  Section  4  of  this  Act  upon  the  transfer  of  real 
property  interests  after  the  effective  date  of  this  Act;  and  (d) 
proceeds  from  the  disposal  of  any  real  property  interest  acquired 
pursuant  to  this  Act.  All  expenses  lawfully  incurred  by  the  Town  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  evidenced  by 
proper  vouchers  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  only  upon 
submission  of  warrants  duly  approved  by  the  Conservation 
Commission.  The  Finance  Director  shall  prudently  invest  available 
assets  of  the  fund  and  all  income  thereof  shall  accrue  to  the  fund. 
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Section  8:  The  Conservation  Commission  shall  keep  a  full  and 
accurate  account  of  its  actions,  including  a  record  as  to  when, 
from  or  to  whom,  and  on  what  account  money  has  been  paid  or 
received  relative  to  this  Act,  and  as  to  when,  from  or  to  whom  and 
for  what  consideration  real  property  interests  have  been  acquired, 
improved,  or  disposed  of.  Said  records  and  account  shall  be 
subject  to  examination  by  the  director  of  accounts  or  his  agent 
pursuant  to  section  forty-five  of  chapter  thirty-five  of  the 
General  Laws  as  amended  by  section  twenty  of  chapter  eight  hundred 
and  forty-nine  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 


Section  9:  The  Town  of  Westford  shall  retain  any  real  property 
interest  relating  to  land  and  water  areas  acquired  pursuant  to  this 
Act  predominantly  in  its  natural,  scenic  or  open  condition  except 
as  provided  for  by  this  section.  On  lands  administered  through  the 
land  bank  program  established  herein,  there  shall  be  no:  (a) 
significant  alteration;  (b)  construction  or  placing  of  buildings, 
roads,  billboards  or  other  advertising,  utilities,  or  other 
structures  on  or  above  the  surface  except  as  may  enhance  the  open 
space  uses  of  the  land;  (c)  dumping  or  placing  of  soil  or  other 
substance  or  material  as  landfill,  or  dumping  or  placing  of  trash, 
waste  or  unsightly  or  offensive  materials;  (d)  removal  or 
destruction  of  trees,  shrubs,  or  other  vegetation  except  as 
necessary  for  management  purposes  and  to  enhance  natural  systems; 
(e)  excavation,  dredging  or  removal  of  loam,  peat,  gravel,  soil, 
rock,  or  other  mineral  substance  in  such  manner  as  to  affect  the 
surface,  except  as  may  enhance  the  open  space  uses  of  the  land;  (f) 
surface  uses  except  for  purposes  permitting  the  land  or  water  area 
to  remain  predominantly  in  its  natural  condition;  (g)  activities 
detrimental  to  drainage,  flood  control,  water  conservation,  erosion 
control,  or  soil  conservation;  or  (h)  other  acts  or  uses 
detrimental  to  such  retention  of  land  or  water  areas;  provided, 
however,  that  the  drilling,  construction  and  maintenance  of  one  or 
more  public  water  supply  wells,  together  with  related  building, 
piping  and  other  structures,  shall  be  a  permitted  use  under  this 
section . 

Lands  acquired  with  land  bank  funds  or  gifts  of  land  received  under 
the  land  bank  program  may  be  disposed  of  or  removed  from 
conservation,  public  water  supply  and  passive  recreational  use  only 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  a  two-thirds 
majority  vote  of  a  Town  Meeting,  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
Environmental  Affairs,  and,  as  provided  in  amendment  article 
ninety-seven  of  the  Massachusetts  Constitution,  by  a  two-thirds 
roll  call  vote  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature;  provided, 
however,  that  any  such  lands  may  be  transferred  from  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  Conservation  Commission  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  Water  Department,  for  public  water  supply  use,  with  the 
approval  of  a  majority  vote  of  a  Town  Meeting. 
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Section  10:  The  following  transfers  of  real  property  interest  shall 
be  exempt  from  the  fee  established  by  Section  4.  Except  as  other¬ 
wise  provided,  the  purchaser  shall  have  the  burden  of  proving  that 
any  transfer  is  exempt  hereunder. 

(a)  Any  transfer  declared  exempt  by  a  two-thirds  majority 
vote  of  a  Town  Meeting. 

(b)  Transfers  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the 
Commonwealth,  or  any  of  their  instrumentalities,  agencies 
or  subdivisions. 

(c)  Transfers  which,  without  additional  consideration, 
confirm,  correct,  modify  or  supplement  a  transfer 
previously  made. 

(d)  Transfers  made  as  gifts  without  consideration.  In  any 

proceedings  to  determine  the  amount  of  any  fee  due 
hereunder,  it  shall  be  presumed  that  any  transfer  for 
consideration  of  less  than  fair  market  value  of  the  real 
property  interests  transferred  was  made  as  a  gift  without 
consideration  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  the 
fair  market  value  of  the  real  property  interests 
transferred  and  the  amount  of  consideration  claimed  by 
the  purchaser  to  have  been  paid  or  transferred,  if  the 
purchaser  shall  have  been  at  the  time  of  transfer  the 
spouse, the  lineal  descendant,  or  the  lineal  ancestor  of 
the  seller,  by  blood  or  adoption,  and  otherwise  it  shall 
be  presumed  that  consideration  was  paid  in  an  amount 
equal  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the  real  property 

interest  transferred,  at  the  time  of  the  transfer. 

(e)  Transfers  to  the  trustees  of  a  trust  in  exchange  for  a 

beneficial  interest  received  by  the  seller  in  such  trust; 
distributions  by  the  trustees  of  trust  to  the 

beneficiaries  of  such  trust. 

(f)  Transfers  by  operation  of  law  without  actual 

consideration,  including  but  not  limited  to,  transfers 
occurring  by  virtue  of  the  death  or  bankruptcy  of  the 
owner  of  a  real  property  interest. 

(g)  Transfers  made  in  partition  of  land  and  improvements 

thereto,  under  chapter  two  hundred  forty-one  of  the 
General  Laws. 

(h)  Transfers  to  the  public,  any  charitable  organization  as 
defined  in  clause  three  of  section  five  of  chapter  fifty- 
nine  of  the  General  Laws,  or  any  religious  organization, 
provided  that  the  real  property  interest  so  transferred 
will  be  held  by  the  purchaser  solely  for  it  public, 
charitable  or  religious  purposes. 
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(i)  Transfers  to  a  mortgagee  in  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage 
held  by  such  mortgagee,  and  transfers  of  the  property 
subject  to  a  mortgage  to  the  mortgagee  in  consideration 
of  the  forbearance  of  the  mortgagee  from  foreclosing  said 
mortgage . 

( j )  Transfers  made  to  a  corporation  or  partnership  at  the 
time  of  its  formation,  pursuant  to  which  transfer  no  gain 
or  loss  is  recognized  under  the  provisions  of  section 
three  hundred  and  fifty-one  of  the  internal  revenue  code 
of  1954,  as  amended. 

(k)  Transfers  made  to  a  stockholder  of  a  corporation  in 
liguidation  of  the  corporation,  and  transfers  made  to  a 
partner  of  a  partnership  in  dissolution  of  the 
partnership . 

(l)  Transfers  consisting  of  the  division  of  marital  assets 
under  the  provisions  of  section  thirty-four  of  chapter 
two  hundred  and  eight  of  the  General  Laws  or  other 
provisions  of  the  law. 

(m)  Transfers  of  property  consisting  in  part  of  real  property 
interests  situated  in  the  municipality  and  in  part  of 
other  property  interests,  to  the  extent  that  the  property 
transferred  consists  of  property  other  than  real  property 
situated  in  the  municipality;  provided  that  the  purchaser 
or  seller  shall  furnish  the  register  with  such 
information  as  he  shall  require  or  request  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  exemption  and  manner  of  allocation  of  the 
consideration  for  such  transfers. 

(n)  Transfers  of  property  to  low  and/or  moderate  income 
households  that  qualify  under  the  Local  Initiative 
Program  as  administered  by  the  Executive  Office  of 
Communities  and  Development. 


Section  11:  A  purchaser  who  fails  to  pay  all  or  any  portion  of  the 
fee  established  by  Section  4  on  or  before  the  time  when  the  same  is 
due  shall  be  liable  for  the  following  additional  payments  in 
addition  to  said  fee: 

(a)  Interest:  Interest  on  the  unpaid  amount  of  the  fee  to  be 
calculated  from  the  time  of  transfer  at  a  rate  equal  to 
fourteen  percent  per  annum. 
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(b)  Penalties:  Any  person  who,  without  fraud  or  willful 
intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the  fee  established  by  Section 
4,  fails  to  pay  all  or  a  portion  of  the  fee  within  thirty 
days  after  the  time  of  transfer,  shall  pay  a  penalty 
equal  to  five  percent  of  the  outstanding  fee  as 
determined  by  the  collector  for  each  month  or  portion 
thereof  that  the  fee  is  not  paid  thereafter  in  full; 
provided,  however,  that  in  no  event  shall  the  amount  of 
any  penalty  imposed  hereunder  exceed  twenty-five  percent 
of  the  unpaid  fee  due  at  the  time  of  transfer.  Whenever 
the  collector  determines  that  all  or  a  portion  of  a  fee 
due  under  this  Act  was  not  paid  due  to  fraud  or  with 
intent  to  default  or  evade  the  fee  imposed  by  this  Act, 
a  penalty  equal  to  the  amount  of  said  fee  shall  be  paid 
by  the  purchaser  in  addition  to  said  fee. 


Section  12: 

(a)  The  collector  shall  notify  a  purchaser  by  registered  or 
certified  mail  of  any  failure  to  discharge  in  full  the 
amount  of  the  fee  due  under  Section  4  and  any  penalty  or 
interest  assessed.  The  Board  of  Assessors  shall  grant  a 
hearing  on  the  matter  of  the  imposition  of  said  fee,  or 
of  any  penalty  or  interest  assessed,  if  a  petition 
requesting  such  hearing  is  received  by  said  Board  within 
thirty  days  after  the  mailing  of  said  notice  by  the 
collector.  The  Board  shall  notify  the  purchaser  in 
writing  by  registered  or  certified  mail  of  its 
determination  concerning  the  deficiency,  penalty  or 
interest  within  fifteen  days  after  said  hearing.  Any 
party  aggrieved  by  a  determination  of  the  Board 
concerning  a  deficiency,  penalty  or  interest  may,  after 
payment  of  said  deficiency,  appeal  to  the  District  or 
Superior  Court  within  ninety  days  after  the  mailing  of 
notification  of  determination  of  the  Board.  Upon  the 
failure  to  timely  petition  for  a  hearing,  or  appeal  to 
said  courts,  within  the  time  limits  hereby  established, 
the  purchaser  shall  be  bound  by  the  terms  of  the 
notification,  assessment  or  determination,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  shall  be  barred  from  contesting  the  fee,  and 
any  interest  and  penalty,  as  determined  by  the  Board. 
All  decisions  of  said  courts  shall  be  appealable.  Every 
notice  to  be  given  under  this  section  by  the  Board  shall 
be  effective  if  mailed  registered  or  certified  mail  to 
the  purchaser  at  the  address  stated  in  a  recorded  or 
registered  instrument  by  virtue  of  which  the  purchaser 
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holds  any  interest  in  land,  the  transfer  of  which  gives 
rise  to  the  fee  which  is  the  subject  of  such  notice;  and 
if  no  such  address  is  stated  or  if  such  transfer  is  not 
evidenced  by  an  instrument  recorded  or  registered  in  the 
public  records  in  the  county  or  registry  district,  such 
notice  shall  be  effective  when  so  mailed  to  the  purchaser 
in  case  of  any  person  appearing  of  record  to  have  a  fee 
interest  in  such  land,  at  the  address  of  such  person  as 
set  forth  in  an  instrument  recorded  or  registered  in  the 
county  or  registry  district. 

(b)  All  fees,  penalties  and  interest  required  to  be  paid 
pursuant  to  this  chapter  shall  constitute  a  personal  debt 
of  the  purchaser  and  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  of 
contract  or  in  any  other  appropriate  action,  suit  or 
proceeding  brought  by  the  collector;  said  action,  suit  or 
proceeding  shall  be  subject  to  the  provision  of  chapter 
two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  General  Laws. 

(c)  The  collector  may  issue  a  waiver  or  release  of  any  lien 
imposed  by  this  section.  Such  waiver  or  release  shall  be 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  lien  upon  the  property 
covered  by  the  waiver  or  release  is  extinguished. 


Section  13:  If  any  provisions  of  this  Act  or  the  application  of  any 
such  provision  is  held  to  be  invalid,  the  remaining  provisions 
shall  not  be  affected  thereby. 

This  Act  shall  be  subject  to  the  ballot  approval  by  the  Voters  of 
the  Town  of  Westford. 


(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  14:  DAY  LAND  PURCHASE /CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

It  was  voted,  226  yes-  10  no,  that  the  sum  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND 
FORTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($545,000)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of  land  at  the  intersection  of  Cold  Spring 
Rd.  and  Graniteville  Rd.,  known  as  the  Day  parcel,  consisting  of 
approximately  17.6  acres;  further,  that  said  appropriation  is  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Conservation  Commission  as  part  of 
the  proposed  land  bank  program;  further,  that  the  Conservation 
Commission  is  hereby  authorized  to  acquire  said  parcel  of  land  and, 
upon  purchase,  shall  have  the  care  custody  and  control  of  the 
parcel  and  to  manager  same  for  the  purposed  outlined  Mass.  General 
Laws,  Ch.  40,  Section  8C;  and  that  to  raise  this  appropriation, 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to 
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borrow  the  sum  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  FORTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($545,000) 
DOLLARS  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7  (3)  of  the 
General  Laws  or  any  other  enabling  authority,  and  to  issue  bonds 
and  notes  of  the  Town  therefor;  further,  that  the  Conservation 
Commission  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  file,  on  behalf  of  the 
Town  of  Westford,  any  and  all  applications  necessary  for  grants 
and/or  reimbursements  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  deemed 
necessary  under  the  Self-Help  Act  (Chapter  132A,  Section  11). 
Final  determination  on  whether  to  accept  the  self  help  funds  will 
be  vested  in  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  15:  CONSERVATION  FUND/CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

It  was  voted  to  withdraw  this  article. 


ARTICLE  16:  WETLANDS  PROTECTION  FILING  FEES /CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 

It  was  voted  to  withdraw  this  article. 


ARTICLE  17:  PUBLIC  WAY  FOR  GREYSTONE  PARCEL  B/BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Forest 
Committee  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  lay  out,  for  purposes  of 
creating  a  sixty  (60)  foot  wide  public  way,  a  portion  of  the  land 
shown  as  "Parcel  B  Land  Court  Plan  41807,  530,046  S.F.,  12.17  Ac. 
(case  pending)",  on  a  Plan  of  Land  entitled  "Plan  of  Land,  Scale: 
1"=120',  June  2,  1995,  Chelmsford,  Tyngsboro  &  Westford,  MA, 
prepared  for:  Fletcher  Granite  Co."  Prepared  by  Land  Tech 
Consultants,  Inc.;  said  public  way  to  include  roadway,  right-of-way 
and  utility  and  infrastructure  easements,  and,  if  necessary, 
associated  adjacent  slope  and/or  grading  easements  to  be  used  for 
all  purposes  for  which  streets  and  ways  and  utility  easements  areas 
are  commonly  used  in  the  Town  of  Westford;  and,  further,  that  the 
exact  location  of  said  right  of  way  and  easement  areas  are  to  be 
determined  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 


(Planning  Board 
(Board  of  Selectmen 


Approved ) 
Approved ) 
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ARTICLE  18:  DISPOSITION  OF  BARNES  PARCEL/BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Tax 
Title  Possession  Committee  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  dispose 
of  and  convey  a  certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
10.17  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of,  but  not 
adjacent  to  Groton  Road,  being  shown  on  Land  Court  Plan  No.  41806, 
which  was  acquired  by  Westford  in  a  tax  taking  for  non-payment  of 
taxes;  further,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Tax  Title 
Possession  Committee  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  enter  into 
agreements  to  dispose  of  said  parcel;  such  agreements  to  be  subject 
to  Chapter  30B  of  the  General  Laws  and  all  other  applicable 
provisions  of  law;  such  agreements  to  contain  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  said  officials  determine  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  Town  of  Westford  including  the  right  to  dispose  of  said  parcel 
by  sale,  conveyance  and/or  exchange. 


ARTICLE  19:  PURCHASE— EXCHANGE  GREYSTONE  PARCELS /BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  Board  of  Selectmen  be  and  hereby  are 
authorized  to  acquire  by  purchase  or  exchange  for  public  purposes, 
all  or  a  portion  of  certain  parcels  of  land  to  be  shown  as  "Open 
Space"  or  as  "Land  to  be  Conveyed  to  the  Town  of  Westford",  or 
similar  designations,  on  a  Definitive  Subdivision  Plan  depicting  an 
"Open  Space  Residential  Subdivision"  within  that  land  shown  on  the 
Preliminary  Subdivision  Plan  on  file  with  the  Westford  Planning 
Board  regarding  Greystone  Estates,  dated  November  3,  1995,  revised 
February  9,  1996;  further,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  and  hereby 
are  authorized  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  acquire  said  property; 
said  agreement  to  be  subject  to  Chapter  30B  of  the  General  Laws  and 
all  other  applicable  provisions  of  law  and  to  be  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  Board  of  Selectmen  deem  to  be  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  Town  of  Westford  and  shall  include  the  right  to  acquire  said 
property  by  sale  or  exchange. 


ARTICLE  20:  STABILIZATION  FUND/TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate,  or 
appropriate  from  any  available  funds,  TWO  HUNDRED  FIFTY  THOUSAND 
($250,000)  DOLLARS  be  deposited  in  the  Stabilization  Fund, 
established  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  5B. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  22:  PROPERTY  TAX  EXEMPTIONS /SELECTMEN 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of 
Section  4  of  Chapter  73  of  Acts  of  1986,  as  amended  by  Chapter  126 
of  Acts  of  1988;  further  that  the  maximum  additional  exemption  for 
Fiscal  Year  1997  shall  be  ONE  HUNDRED  (100%)  PERCENT  of  the  M.G.L. 
Chapter  59  exemption  for  which  the  Tax  Payer  applies. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  23:  PROPERTY  TAX  EXEMPTIONS  INDEXING/SELECTMEN 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hereby  accepts  the  provisions  of  Section 
1  of  Chapter  181  of  the  Acts  of  1995;  further  that  the  Town  hereby 
sets  the  increase  for  the  Section  1  exemptions  at  either  two  and 
one-half  (2  1/2%)  percent  or  at  the  consumer  price  index  (CPI) 
whichever  percentage  is  lesser. 


(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  24:  TOWN  MEETING  QUORUM  REQUIREMENT /MODERATOR 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  amend  the  second  sentence  of  Section  51- 
4  of  the  Westford  Code  to  change  the  quorum  requirement  at  a  Special 
Town  Meeting  by  striking  the  words  "two  (2%)  per  cent  of  registered 
voters"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  "two  hundred  (200)  registered 
voters";  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 

ARTICLE  25:  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  DATE /MODERATOR 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  26:  TOWN  OFFICER  TERMS  OF  OFFICE /MODERATOR 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  amend  Section  51-1  of  the  Westford  Code 
to  add  the  following  third  sentence  "The  term  of  office  for  town 
officers  chosen  at  this  election  shall  begin  upon  the  adjournment  of 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting" . 


(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  27:  RESIDENTIAL  ZONING/BY  PETITION 

There  was  no  motion  under  Article  27. 


ARTICLE  28:  OPEN  SPACE  RESIDENTIAL  LOTS  IN  MULTIPLE  ZONED 

PARCELS /BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  amend  Section  173-20,  Open-  Space 
Residential  Development,  in  the  following  respect: 

At  Paragraph  C.  Minimum  Dimensional  Requirements,  sub-  paragraph 
(2),  add  the  following: 

•'If  an  Open-Space  Residential  Development  is  situated  in  more 
than  one  zoning  district,  once  the  total  number  of  residential 
lots  allowed  within  the  development  is  established,  as  aforesaid, 
the  location  of  the  open-space  residential  development  lots  shall 
be  allowed  without  regard  to  the  location  of  such  multiple  zoning 
districts" . 

At  Paragraph  E.  Legal  Requirements  for  Common  Land  Ownership  and 
Maintenance",  amend  the  first  line  of  the  sub-paragraph  numbered 
(5)  [adopted  at  the  February  12,  1996  Special  Town  Meeting]  so  that 
it  reads  as  follows: 

"(5)  In  an  Industrial  A  District,  or  in  an  Industrial 
C  District,  notwithstanding  anything  above  stated  to  the 
contrary: " . 

ARTICLE  29:  ACCESSORY  USES/BY  PETITION 

There  was  no  motion  under  Article  29. 


It  was  voted  to  adjourn  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  5:20  PM. 
A  True  Record:  ATTEST 


Elaine  V.  McKenna 
Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  -  MAY  11.  1996 


At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westford, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  held  at  Abbot  School  on 
Saturday,  May  11,  1996,  the  following  business  was  transacted: 

Election  officers,  using  voting  lists,  acted  as  tellers  at  the 
doors,  the  attendance  was  342,  (a  quorum  of  225  was  needed). 

Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
11:30  AM. 


ARTICLE  1: 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  transfer  various  sums 
between  and  among  various  accounts  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June 
30,  1996  as  set  forth  below. 


FROM: 

TO: 

Acct.  #13140/52022  Finance  Committee  Reserve 
New  Acct.  Drew  Farm  Committee 

Fund 

$5000 

$5000 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#15213/51114 

#15140/52024 

Personnel  Coordinator 
Contracted  Serv. 

$8600 

$8600 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#17141/52056 

#17113/51114 

Conservation  Consultant 
Conservation  Coordinator 

$300 

$300 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#45217/51144 

#45217/51160 

Water  Maintenance  Wages 

Class  III  Licenses-Water  Dept. 

$300 

$300 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#45284/58017 

#45230/51301 

Water  Dept  Master  Plan  Imp 
Overtime-Water  Dept. 

.  $8722.08 
$8722.08 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#51019/51134 

#51015/51163 

Environmental  Support 
B.O.H.  Office  Manager 

$1700 

$1700 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#61029/51141 

#61013/51137 

Library  Pages 

Library  Director 

$390 

$390 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#61029/51141 

#61014/51138 

Library  Pages 

Assistant  Library  Director 

$285 

$285 
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FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#67040/52062 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Museum  Utilities 

$900 

$900 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#22037/51121 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Fire  Fighter/EMT 

$9000 

$9000 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#22013/51120 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Fire  Chief  Salary 

$1019.37 

$1019.37 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#19240/52067 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Building  Maintenance 

$5000 

$5000 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#100/25800 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Medicaid  Billing 

$1108 

$1108 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#15540/52050 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Data  Processing 

$2493 

$2493 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#15540/52273 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Equipment  Maintenance 

$1000 

$1000 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#19240/52062 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Town  Hall  Expenses 

$1200 

$1200 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#12313/51103 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Town  Manager  Salary 

$10920 

$10920 

FROM: 

TO: 

Acct . 
Acct . 

#94540/57811 

#15240/52049 

Comprehensive  Insurance 
Labor  Counsel 

$9000 

$9000 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 


ARTICLE  2; 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  Article  2  be  dismissed. 


ARTICLE  3: 

It  was  voted  340  yes  -  1  no,  that  the  Town  of  Westford,  acting 
pursuant  to  Mass.  Gen.  Laws  c.44,  s20,  hereby  votes  to  abandon  and 
discontinue  the  project  for  acquisition  of  land  for  a  public  works 
complex  authorized  by  vote  under  Article  32  of  the  May  11,  1993, 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 
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ARTICLE  4: 

It  was  voted  that  the  sum  of  TWO  HUNDRED  NINETY-FOUR  THOUSAND 
($294,000.00)  DOLLARS  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  construction 
of  a  salt  and  sand  storage  building  to  be  located  at  the  Town 
Highway  Garage  site;  said  sum  to  be  appropriated,  pursuant  to  Mass. 
Gen.  Laws,  c.44,  s20,  from  the  unexpended  proceeds  of  the  loan 

authorized  by  Article  32  of  the  May  11,  1993,  Annual  Town  Meeting; 
said  appropriation  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen . 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  adjourn  the  Special  Town  Meeting  at 
12:10  PM. 

A  True  Record:  ATTEST 


Elaine  V.  McKenna 
Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  -  OCTOBER  21.  1996 


At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westford, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  held  at  Abbot  School  on 
Monday,  October  21,  1996,  the  following  business  was  transacted: 

Election  officers,  using  voting  lists,  acted  as  tellers  at  the 
doors.  The  Attendance  was  538.  (A  quorum  of  200  was  needed.) 

Before  the  opening  of  the  meeting  there  was  a  moment  of 
silence  for  John  F.  "Sonny"  Sullivan,  Jr.  and  Lewis  English. 

Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
7:30  PM. 

It  was  voted  to  allow  the  following  non-residents  to  sit  on 
Town  Meeting  floor:  Elaine  Lucas  and  Gary  Brackett,  Town  Counsel; 
Frank  Messer,  Finance  Director;  Walter  Poirier,  Chief  Assessor; 
Jeff  Chelgren,  Director  of  Land  Use  Management;  Mark  Wentzell, 
consultant  for  Duf resne-Henry ;  and  Glenn  Fratto,  Town  Manager. 


ARTICLE  1:  UNPAID  BILLS  FY  ' 96 /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  unpaid  bills  from  FY  '96,  and 
that  such  sums  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  respective 
Town  Officers,  Boards  and  Committees; 


A. 

Recreation  Commission 

0 

B. 

Tree  Warden 

$844.00 

C. 

Comprehensive  Insurance 

$930 . 00 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  2 :  TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  transfer  various  sums 
between  and  among  various  accounts  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June 
30,  1997. 
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FROM: 

15242/51603 

Professional  Devel. 

$7,500.00 

TO: 

15241/52268 

Merit  Pool 

$7,500.00 

FROM: 

15240/52049 

Labor  Counsel  Fees 

$5,000.00 

TO: 

15241/52268 

Merit  Pool 

$5,000.00 

FROM: 

51040/52016 

BOH  Office  Supplies 

$250.00 

52340/52136 

Nursing  Serv  -  Sundry 

$200 . 00 

52340/52135 

Dental  Services 

$200.00 

19240/52031 

Town  House  Sundry 

$300.00 

17640/52059 

ZBA  Expense 

$200.00 

17440/52016 

Plan  Bd  Office  Supplies 

$200 . 00 

21040/52016 

Police  Office  Supplies 

$800.00 

TO: 

19281/58094 

Town  Office  Duplicator 

$2, 150 . 00 

FROM: 

91140/57805 

Accum  Sick  Buyback 

$8 , 300 . 00 

TO: 

133/1331 

Fin  Dept  Personal  Serv 

$200.00 

141/1411 

Assessor  Personal  Serv 

$100.00 

145/1451 

Tax  Coll  Personal  Serv 

$200.00 

161/1611 

Town  Clerk  Personal  Serv 

$200.00 

174/1741 

Plan  Bd  Personal  Serv 

$200.00 

210/2103 

Police  Dept  Personal  Serv 

$1,900.00 

241/2411 

Build  Dept.  Pers.  Serv 

$200.00 

292/2921 

By-law  Enforc  Pers.  Serv. 

$300.00 

421/4211 

Highway  Personal  Serv. 

$200.00 

452/4521 

Water  Dept.  Pers.  Serv. 

$1,800.00 

610/6101 

Library  Personal  Serv. 

$2,600.00 

673/6731 

RCC  Personal  Services 

$400.00 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  3:  TOWN  MANAGER 


It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  NINE 
THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  SIXTY-THREE  ($9,663.00)  DOLLARS  by  transfer 
from  fund  balance  -  Lighting  Program  Acct.  #  310-32420  from  the 
unencumbered,  unexpended  fund  balance  in  said  account  to  Acct. 
#21034-51304  Police  Special  Detail. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  4:  TOWN  MANAGER 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  SIX  HUNDRED  SIXTY 
THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-THREE  ($660,523.00)  DOLLARS  to 
supplement  the  Operation  and  Maintenance  of  the  following  Town 
Departments  for  the  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1996  through  June  30, 
1997,  and  that  such  sums  be  expended  for  such  purposes  under  the 
direction  of  the  respective  Town  Officers,  Boards  and  Committees. 


A. 

305-30510 

APPROPRIATION  REQUESTS 

School  Supplemental 

$246,287.00 

B. 

910-91010 

Debt  Service  Interest  Supplemental 

29,388 . 00 

C. 

431-43141 

NESWC  Supplemental 

30,000.00 

D. 

220-22081 

Fire  Chief  Vehicle 

26,646.00 

E. 

421-42781 

Highway  Dump  Truck 

25,000.00 

F. 

210-21034 

Police  Highway  Detail 

7,500.00 

G. 

310-32570 

Remediation  at  Highway  Garage 

15,000.00 

H. 

421-42781 

Highway  Sander  Body 

12,000.00 

I . 

191-19240 

Rental  of  Shared  Storage 

6,750.00 

J. 

911-91141 

Senior  Tax  Rebate  Program 

3,000.00 

K. 

123-12340 

Manager  Relocation  Item 

5,000.00 

L. 

122-12240 

Drew  Farms  Study 

5,000.00 

M. 

310-32587 

Day  Parcel  Purchase  Supplemental 

4,000.00 

N. 

155-52273 

Board  of  Health  Computer 

2,058.00 

0. 

294-52112 

Tree  Removal  Services 

2,000.00 

P. 

141-14114 

Data  Collector  Salary 

1,000.00 

Q. 

510-51013 

Sanitarian  Salary 

479.00 

R. 

523-52313 

Director  of  Health  Services  Salary 

166.00 

S. 

123-12315 

Town  Manager-Personnel  Services 

142.00 

T. 

152-15243 

Temporary  Personnel 

38,107. 00 

U. 

Stabilization  Fund 

201,000.00 

TOTAL  $660,523.00 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  5:  NASHOBA  VALLEY  TECH  HIGH  SCHOOL /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  and  reduce  the  amount 
appropriated  to  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  under  Article 
4  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  May  11,  1996  by  the  sum  of  FORTY- 
FIVE  ($45.00)  DOLLARS. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  6:  TEACHERS  EARLY  RETIREMENT  ASSESSMENT /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  FORTY-TWO  THOUSAND  NINETY-NINE  ($42,099.00)  DOLLARS  to  the 
Retirement  Assessment  Account  for  Teachers  Early  Retirement 
Assessment . 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  7:  WETLANDS  PROTECTION  FUND /CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Conservation 
Commission  to  expend  the  sum  of  SIXTEEN  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
THIRTY-NINE  ($16,739.00)  DOLLARS  from  the  "Reserve  for 
Appropriation  for  Wetlands  Protection  Fund"  account,  those  sums 
collected  pursuant  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  131, 
Section  40,  which  provides  that  the  Town's  share  of  the  Notice  of 
Intent  Filing  Fees  under  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act  shall  be 
expended  solely  for  the  performance  of  its  duties  associated  with 
administering  the  Act. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  8:  CONSERVATION  FUND /CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

It  FAILED  for  the  lack  of  a  majority  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  any  available  funds,  the  sum  of 
FIFTY  THOUSAND  ($50,000.00)  DOLLARS  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Conservation  Fund,  established  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  40, 
Section  8C  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  for  conservation  and 
open  space  purposes. 

(Finance  Committee  Disapproved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Disapproved) 


ARTICLE  9:  CEMETERY  FUND/  CEMETERY  COMMISSION 

It  FAILED  for  the  lack  of  a  majority  that  the  Town  raise  and 
appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  any  available  funds,  such  as  free 
cash,  the  sum  of  FIFTY  THOUSAND  ($50,000.00)  DOLLARS  for  the 
design  layout  and  development  of  a  cemetery  . 

(Finance  Committee  Disapproved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Disapproved) 
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ARTICLE  10;  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT /CHAPTER  90  FUNDS 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  FIVE 
HUNDRED  FORTY-NINE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  SIXTY-NINE  ($549,769.00) 
DOLLARS  from  the  proceeds  due  the  Town  of  Westford  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  2(A)  of  Chapter  113  of  the  Acts  of  1996. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  11:  COMPENSATION  PLAN  AMENDMENT /TOWN  MANAGER 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  amend  the  Consolidated  Classification 
Plan,  Compensation  Plan  of  the  Town,  effective  July  1,  1996  as 
follows : 


APPENDIX  "A" 

(July  1,  1996) 


POSITION 

Finance  Director 

Principal  Assessor/Appraiser 

Library  Asst.  Director 

Senior  Librarian 

Elder  Services  Coordinator 


MINIMUM 

44,297 

34,484 

26,672 

24,136 

23,625 


MAXIMUM 

60,834 

46,673 

36,630 

33,520 

32,445 


(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  12;  RESTRUCTURING  OF  NESWC  SERVICE  AGREEMENT 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  pursuant  to  M.G.L.  c40  sec.4&4A, 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  in  consultation  with  the  Finance 
committee,  to  supplement  or  replace  provisions  of  the  existing 
Service  Agreement  between  the  Town,  as  a  member  of  the  NorthEast 
Solid  Waste  Consortium  (NESWC),  and  Massachusetts  Refusetech,  Inc. 

( MRI )  as  the  Selectmen  shall  determine  as  necessary  and  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Town;  [provided  that  the  terms  of  the  restructured 
Service  Agreement  do  not  extend  beyond  September  30,  2005]  and  that 
the  Selectmen  hold  a  public  hearing  prior  to  any  vote  on  a 
restructured  Service  Agreement,  notice  of  said  hearing  to  be 
published  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  at  least  seven  days 
prior. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


85 


STM  -  OCTOBER  21,  1996 


ARTICLE  13:  DREW  FARMS 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  rescind  the  unused  bonding 
authority  of  THREE  HUNDRED  FIFTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($355,000.00) 
DOLLARS  granted  to  the  Treasurer  under  Article  24  of  the  Warrant  of 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  held  at  an  adjourned  session  thereof  on 
May  11,  1987. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  14:  SLIFER  LAND  CONSERVATION 


It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  rescind  the  unused  bonding 
authority  of  TWENTY  THOUSAND  ($20,000.00)  DOLLARS  granted  to  the 
Treasurer  under  Article  23  of  the  Warrant  of  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting,  held  at  an  adjourned  session  thereof  on  May  11,  1987. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  15:  BLANCHARD  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION 

It  was  voted,  536  YES  -  1  NO,  that  the  Town  rescind  the  unused 
bonding  authority  of  SEVEN  HUNDRED  TWENTY-FOUR  THOUSAND  TWO  HUNDRED 
FIFTY  ($724,250.00)  DOLLARS  granted  to  the  Treasurer  under  Article 
1  of  the  Warrant  of  the  Special  Town  Meeting,  held  on  October  26, 
1989. 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  16:  CAPITAL  ITEMS /TOWN  MANAGER 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate 
from  any  available  funds,  such  as  free  cash,  the  sum  of  SEVENTY-TWO 
THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  ($72,500.00)  DOLLARS  for  various  capital 
requests . 


a.  One  Ton  Dump  Trucks  for  Highway  Department 

b.  Refrigeration  chiller  units  for  various  schools 

c.  Lavatory  partition  replacement/Robinson  School 

d.  Various  school  plumbing  repairs 

e.  Computers  for  Fire  Department 


$33,000.00 

$15,000.00 

$12,000.00 

$7,500.00 

$5,000.00 


TOTAL 


$72,500.00 


(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  17:  LAND  TRANSFER /WATER  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted,  530  YES  -  4  NO,  that  the  Town  transfer  the  care, 
custody,  management  and  control  from  the  Town  Forest  Committee  to 
the  Water  Department  of  certain  town-owned  land  located  in  the 
general  vicinity  of  Tyngsborough  Road  and  being  approximately  2 
acres  abutting  the  proposed  Greystone  subdivision  and  including  the 
370  foot  high  peak  (being  one  of  two  peaks  which  comprise  "Twin 
Peaks")  for  the  purposes  of  constructing  and  maintaining  an  access 
road,  water  main  and  water  tank  and  related  structures.  (2/3  vote 
reguired ) 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  18:  SUPPLEMENTAL  APPROPRIATION /WATER  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  FIVE  HUNDRED  TWELVE  THOUSAND 
($512,000.00)  DOLLARS  for  the  Operation  and  Maintenance  of  the 
Water  Department  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  and  that  such  amount 
be  expended  for  the  following  purposes: 

Master  Plan  Implementation  $492,500.00 

Principal  &  Interest  19,500.00 

$512,000.00 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  19:  TWIN  PEAK  WATER  TANK /WATER  DEPARTMENT 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  expenditure  of  NINE 
HUNDRED  SIXTY-SEVEN  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED  ($967,500.00)  DOLLARS  for 
the  construction  of  a  water  storage  tank  on  said  land,  and  to  meet 
said  expenditure,  appropriate  the  following  funds: 

Master  Plan  Implementation  $692,500.00 
Water  Surplus  275 , 000 . 00 

$967,500.00 

(Finance  Committee  Approved) 
(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  20:  STREET  ACCEPTANCE /PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  accept,  as  and  for  a  Town 
Way,  Pleasant  Street  from  Prescott  Street  to  Oak  Street. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  21:  STREET  ACCEPTANCE /PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept,  as  and  for  a  Town  Way,  Hayrick 
Lane  as  laid  out  and  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  as 
shown  by  their  reports  and  plans  duly  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  22:  BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  23: 

The  Moderator  introduced  Elizabeth  Michaud,  as  spokesperson  for  the 
Drew  Farms  Committee  to  explain  the  agreement  which  was  negotiated 
and  is  now  being  presented  for  a  vote. 

Elizabeth:  "The  financing  -  we  were  able  to  negotiate  $175,000  each 
year  for  a  period  of  three  years  so  we  are  going  to  ask  you  to  vote 
on  the  total  amount  of  $525,000  tonight.  However,  only  $175,000 
worth  of  that  will  be  bonded  the  first  year,  $175,000  will  be 
bonded  the  2nd  year  and  $175,000  the  third  year."  Her  comments 
were  further  outlined  in  a  handout  labeled  as  "Drew  Farms 
Proposal " . 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  FIVE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  ($525,000.00)  DOLLARS  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  development  rights  to,  an  agricultural 
preservation  restriction  on,  and  a  right  of  first  refusal 
(regarding  the  remaining  agricultural  rights)  in  certain  real 
property  consisting  of  two  parcels  totaling  8.97  acres  located  on 
Boston  Road,  known  as  Drew  Farms  and  including  a  farmstand  and  an 
apple  orchard,  and  to  determine  that  said  sums  will  be  raised  by 
taxation,  by  borrowing,  or  both. (2/3  vote  required;  c.40,  s.14) 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Finance  Committee  Disapproved) 


88 


STM 


OCTOBER  21,  1996 


ARTICLE  24: 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  25: 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 

ARTICLE  26: 


It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  27: 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  acquire  over  a  period  of  three  fiscal  years 

the  development  rights  to,  an  agricultural  preservation 
restriction  on,  and  an  option  to  purchase  agricultural  rights 
in  certain  real  property  consisting  of  two  parcels  totaling 
8.97  acres  located  on  Boston  Road  Known  as  Drew  Farms, 

and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  owners  for  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  one-third  of  the  area  in  Fiscal  Year  1997,  one-third  of  the 
area  in  the  Fiscal  Year  1998  and  one-third  of  the  area  in  the 
Fiscal  Year  1999.  The  remaining  terms  to  be  negotiated  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen. 


ARTICLE  28: 


It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  29: 


It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  30: 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


ARTICLE  31: 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 
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ARTICLE  32: 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  will  vote  to  declare: 
2certain  real  property,  consisting  of  two  parcels  totaling  8.97 
acres  located  on  Boston  Road  known  as  Drew  Farms  and  including  a 
farm  stand  and  an  apple  orchard,  to  be  of  unique  value  to  the  Town 
because  of  its  qualities  and  location;  and  that  advertising 
pursuant  to  Mass.  General  Laws  Ch.  30B  will  not  benefit  the  Town. 


ARTICLE  ..331 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
enter  into  a  lease  of  a  parcel  of  town-owned  land  located  on  the 
south  side  of  Boston  Road  in  the  vicinity  of  and  across  from  the 
present  Drew  Farm  stand  and  store,  consisting  of  between  1  and  2 
acres  of  land,  containing  an  apple  orchard;  the  lease  to  provide 
that  the  lessee  will  renovate  and  farm  the  orchard  and  have  the  use 
of  all  produce  from  the  orchard;  and  further  that  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  shall  determine  the  value  of  said  lease  and  if  required 
shall  issue  a  Request  for  Proposals  from  parties  interested 
pursuant  to  Mass.  Gen.  Laws  c.30B. 


ARTICLE  .34: 

It  was  voted  to  dismiss  this  article. 


It  was  voted  to  adjourn  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  10:15  PM  until 
Wednesday,  October  23,1996  at  7:30  PM  at  the  Abbot  School. 

A  True  Record:  ATTEST 


Elaine  V.  McKenna 
Town  Clerk 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

ADJOURNED  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  -  OCTOBER  23.  1996 


At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Westford, 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  held  at  Abbot  School  on 
Wednesday,  October  23,  1996,  (adjourned  from  October  21,  1996)  the 
following  business  was  transacted: 

Election  officers,  using  voting  lists,  acted  as  tellers  at  the 
doors.  The  Attendance  was  205  (a  quorum  of  200  was  needed). 

Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 
8:20  PM. 


ARTICLE  35:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
execute  a  deed  to  Daniel  Britko,  for  a  portion  of  a  parcel  of  land 
(Lot  202,  Map  25)  owned  by  the  Town,  situated  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Cold  Spring  Road,  the  portions  to  be  conveyed  identified  as 
parcels  “C"  &  “A",  being  generally  irregularly  shaped  parcels 
measuring  approximately  200  &  250  feet,  more  or  less,  along  Cold 
Spring  Road,  the  consideration  for  such  conveyance  to  be  a 
conveyance  from  said  Daniel  Britko  to  the  Town  of  Westford  of  a 
parcel  of  land  situated  southerly  of  Cold  Spring  Road,  but  not 
contiguous  to,  being  shown  as  land  owned  by  David  C.  &  Grace  M. 
Scott  on  a  plan  entitled  ’’Plan  of  Land,  Westford,  Mass.,  dated 
January  1996,  prepared  by  David  E.  Ross  Associates,  Inc.  for  Daniel 
A.  Britko.  The  conveyed  portion  of  Said  lot  201,  Map  25,  is  to 
contain  14.3  acres,  more  or  less,  according  to  plan;  the  premises 
to  be  acquired  by  the  Town  as  aforesaid  are  to  be  held,  managed  and 
controlled  by  the  Conservation  Commission  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  8(c)  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws.  The 
conveyance  of  such  parcels  is  contingent  on  the  satisfactory 
completion  of  the  ownership  designation  completion. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  36:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  to  accept  as  a  gift  a  parcel  of  land  located  off  of  West 
Prescott  Street  and  known  as  lot  A-2,  as  shown  on  the  approved 
subdivision  plan  titled  “Village  View  Estates",  dated  June  6,  1984, 
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prepared  by  Amherst  Survey  Associates,  Inc.,  and  prepared  for  E. 
Traywick  Realty,  Inc.  Lot  A-2  contains  8.145  acres,  more  or  less, 
according  to  plan;  the  premises  to  be  acquired  by  the  Town  as 
aforesaid  is  to  be  held,  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of  Chapter  40  of 
the  General  Laws. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 


ARTICLE  37:  PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  the  zoning  by-laws  by 
making  the  following  changes  regarding  section  173-13,  the  table  of 
use  regulations: 

Item  1.  Add  the  following  footnote  to  all  entries  marked  "SPA"  in 
subsection  D(9  &  10)  regarding  automobile  service  stations: 

7  Provided,  however,  that  no  property  in  the  Town  of  West ford 
shall  be  used  for  the  sale  of  gasoline  at  retail  unless  it  is 
located  seven  hundred  fifty  (750)  feet  or  more  from  any  other 
property  used  for  the  sale  of  gasoline  at  retail. 

Item  2.  Delete  subsection  G(3)  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following  therefor: 

RM  RA  RB  B  CH  IH  IA  IB  IC  ID  BL 
(3)  Day  care  or  child  P  P  PPPPPPPP  p 

care  facility 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  38:  ZONING  BY-LAW  AMENDMENT /PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted,  107  YES  -  27  NO  -  3  ABSTENTIONS,  that  the  Town  amend 
the  zoning  by-laws  by  making  the  following  changes  regarding 
building  height: 

Item  1.  Delete  all  entries  under  the  item  "Maximum  building  height 
(feet)"  in  the  Table  of  Dimensional  and  Density  Regulations,  and 
substitute  the  following  entries  therefor: 


RM 

RA  RB 

B 

CH  IH 

IA  IB 

IC  ID 

BL 

Maximum  Building 

35 

35  35  40 

40 

40  40  40 

40  40 

40 

Height  (Feet)6 
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Item  2.  Add  the  following  sentence  at  the  end  of  Section  173- 
18  .E: 

The  measurement  of  maximum  building  height  shall  be 
accomplished  by  measuring  from  the  highest  point  of  the 
structure,  excluding  items  set  forth  in  Section  173-18. F, 
below,  to  the  mean  finished  grade  on  every  facade  of  the 
structure . 

Item  3.  Add  the  following  clause  at  the  end  of  Section  173-18. F: 

....  fixed;  provided,  however,  that  such  roof  top 
appurtenances  shall  be  screened  from  public  view  to  the 
maximum  extent  feasible. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  39:  ZONING  BY-LAW  AMENDMENT /PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  the  zoning  by-laws  by 
making  the  following  changes  regarding  loading  spaces: 

Item  1.  Delete,  in  Section  173-5,  the  definition  of  "Loading 
Space"  in  its  entirety,  and  substitute  the  following  therefor: 

LOADING  SPACE  -  An  off-street  area  for  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
goods  and  materials  from  a  vehicle. 

Item  2.  Add  the  following  new  sentence  to  the  end  of  Section  173- 
24 . D ( 3 ) : 

Each  loading  space  shall  have  a  minimum  of  twelve  (12)  feet  in 
width,  fifty  (50)  feet  in  length,  fourteen  (14)  feet  of  vertical 
clearance,  plus  access  and  maneuvering  space  adequate  to  unload 
goods  and  materials. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  40:  BY  PETITION 

It  was  voted  unanimously  to  dismiss  this  article. 
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ARTICLE  41:  COMMERCIAL  STORAGE  BY-LAW/ PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  the  zoning  by-laws  by 
making  the  following  changes  regarding  section  173-5  (definitions) 
and  section  173-13  (table  of  use  regulations): 

Item  1.  Add  a  new  subsection  G( 4)  as  follows: 

RM  RA  RB  B  CH  IH  IA  IB  IC  ID  BL 
(4)  Warehouse  -  -  -  -  -  SPB  SPB  SPB  SPB  SPB  - 

Item  2.  Delete  subsection  H(8)  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following  therefor: 

RM  RA  RB  B  CH  IH  IA  IB  IC  ID  BL 
(8)  Outside  or  inside  -  P  PPPPPPPP  p 

storage  accessory  to  the 
operation  and  conduct  of 
a  permitted  use9 

Provided,  however;  (1)  that  if  outside,  the  storage  shall 
be  located  in  the  rear  yard  or  not  less  than  35  feet  from  any  side 
lot  line  and  shall  be  screened  from  view  from  any  public  way;  (2) 
that  if  inside,  the  gross  floor  area  for  storage  purposes  shall  not 
exceed  30%  of  the  gross  floor  area  of  the  building  if  located  in 
the  RA  or  RB  Districts,  or  50%  of  the  gross  floor  area  for  the  use 
permitted  on  the  site  if  located  in  the  B,  CH  IH,  IA,  IB,  IC,  ID  or 
BL  Districts,  whether  in  a  separate  structure  or  not,  without  a 
special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board. 

Item  3.  Add  a  new  subsection  H(18),  as  follows: 

RM  RA  RB  B  CH  IH  IA  IB  IC  ID  BL 
(18)  Private  parking  -  P  PPPPPPPP  P 

garages,  indoor  display 
sales,  cafeteria, 
accessory  to  the  operation 
and  conduct  of  a  permitted 
use 

Item  5.  In  Section  173-5 's  definition  of  "Use,  Accessory"  add  the 
following  words  to  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence  therein" 
"Unless  otherwise  provided  herein  . . . . " 


(Board  of  Selectmen 
(Planning  Board 


Approved ) 
Approved ) 
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ARTICLE  42:  OPEN  SPACE  TOWNHOUSE  DEVELOPMENT  BY-LAW /PLANNING  BD 

It  was  voted,  163  YES  -  28  NO  -  14  ABSTENTIONS,  that  the  Town  amend 
the  zoning  by-law  by  adding  a  new  section  173-20a,  regarding  open 
space  townhouse  development,  as  follows: 

Item  1.  Add  a  new  section  173-20A,  as  follows: 

173-20A.  Open  space  townhouse  development. 

A.  Purpose  and  applicability. 

(1)  Purpose.  The  purpose  of  open  space  townhouse  development  is 
to  provide  an  acceptable  alternative  design  for  development  in 
the  residential  districts  of  the  town.  This  design  will  serve 
the  public  by: 

(a)  providing  alternative  housing  opportunities  for  the 
Town's  residents; 

(b)  encouraging  better  overall  site  planning; 

(c)  preserving  the  natural  and  scenic  amenities  of  property; 

(d)  providing  open  space  area  for  both  active  and  passive 
recreation . 

(2)  Applicability.  Any  development  on  ten  (10)  or  more  acres  of 
contiguous  land  located  entirely  within  the  RA  or  RB 
Districts,  whether  a  subdivision  or  not,  may  proceed  under 
this  section  173-20A  pursuant  to  the  issuance  of  a  special 
permit  by  the  Planning  Board,  as  indicated  in  Section  173-13, 
the  Table  of  Use  Regulations.  Such  special  permits  shall  be 
acted  upon  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions. 

B.  Definition  of  terms.  As  used  in  this  section,  the  following 
terms  shall  have  the  meanings  indicated: 

BEDROOM  -  A  room  intended  primarily  for  sleeping  as  defined  in 
310  CMR  15.002,  as  may  be  amended. 

TOWNHOUSE  -  A  residential  structure  containing  not  more  than 
five  (5)  dwelling  units. 

OPEN  SPACE  -  Any  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  set  aside  in  an 
open  space  townhouse  development,  designed  and  intended  for 
the  use,  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  its  residents  or  residents 
of  the  Town  of  Westford. 
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UNIT  OWNERS  ASSOCIATION  -  A  private,  not-for-profit 
corporation,  association,  trust,  or  other  legal  entity  to  be 
owned  by  the  owners  of  residential  units  within  a  tract 

approved  as  an  open  space  townhouse  development,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  residents  of  the  development,  which  holds  title 
to  the  common  land  and  which  is  responsible  for  the 

maintenance  and  payment  of  taxes  of  said  common  land.  This 
association  or  legal  entity  shall  provide  voting  and  use 

rights  for  the  common  land. 

C .  Number  of  Dwelling  Units. 

(1)  Maximum  number  of  units.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
computation  of  the  maximum  number  of  dwelling  units  that  may 
be  proposed  within  an  open  space  townhouse  development,  the 
applicant  may  elect  to  proceed  by  either  of  the  following 
methodologies:  but  in  no  instance  shall  the  number  of  housing 
units  exceed  the  area  of  the  overall  tract  of  land  divided  by 
the  minimum  lot  area  specified  within  the  underlying  zoning 
districts . 

(a)  The  construction  of  townhouse  structure (s)  shall  be 
within  a  ’’development  site".  A  "development  site"  shall  be  a 
contiguous  area  of  upland,  every  part  of  which  is  at  least  100 
feet  from  the  land  defined  as  wetlands,  pursuant  to  G.L.  c. 
131,  s.  40  and  310  CMR  10.00.  No  portion  of  the  tract  shall 
be  included  within  a  development  site  if  it  does  not  enclose 
a  circle  with  a  diameter  of  at  least  200  feet.  For  each 
dwelling  unit  to  be  sited  on  it,  the  development  site  shall 
contain  at  least  75%  of  the  minimum  lot  area  otherwise 
required  for  a  single  family  dwelling  in  the  applicable  zoning 
district . 

(b)  The  maximum  number  of  dwelling  units  allowed  within  an 
open  space  townhouse  development  shall  be  equal  to  the  number 
of  lots  which  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  developed 
upon  that  parcel  under  a  conventional  plan  in  full  conformance 
with  all  zoning,  subdivision  regulations,  health  regulations, 
wetlands  regulations  and  other  applicable  requirements.  The 
proponent  shall  have  the  burden  of  proof  with  regard  to  the 
design  and  engineering  specifications  for  such  conventional 
plan . 

(2)  Incentive  units.  An  additional  dwelling  unit  of  two  (2) 
bedrooms  or  less  may  be  added  for  every  dwelling  unit  of  two 
(2)  bedrooms  or  less  which  is  permanently  restricted  to 
occupancy  as  set  forth  below: 
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(a)  occupancy  restricted  to  persons  over  the  age  of  55; 

(b)  occupancy  restricted  to  persons  deemed  "handicapped1' ,  as 
defined  in  G.L.  c.  151B,  s.  1. 

(3)  The  total  number  of  dwelling  units  within  an  open  space 
townhouse  development  shall  not  exceed  125%  of  the  number 
determined  in  173-20A. C ( 1 ) . 

D.  Design  requirements.  The  Planning  Board  shall  not  approve  an 
application  for  open  space  townhouse  development  unless  all  of 
the  following  requirements  are  satisfied: 

(1)  All  dwellings  and  structures  shall  be  located  a  minimum  of  100 
feet  from  adjacent  properties  and  public  ways,  and  150  feet 
from  adjacent  surface  waters  or  wetlands,  unless  greater 
restrictions  are  imposed  by  state  law.  Buffer  areas  shall  be 
retained  in  their  natural  vegetative  state  to  the  maximum 
extent  feasible,  except  where  agriculturally  used. 

(2)  The  site  shall  be  served  by  public  water  supply. 

(3)  Roads  shall  be  constructed  and  municipal  services  shall  be 
installed  so  as  to  meet  the  street  acceptance  standards  for 
the  Town  of  Westford.  All  utilities  required  to  serve  the 
townhouse  development  site  shall  be  underground  unless  this 
provision  is  waived  by  the  Planning  Board  because  of 
exceptional  design  constraints  associated  with  the  site. 

(4)  All  townhouse  structures  shall  face  roads  constructed  within 
the  site  and  shall  not  face  an  existing  public  way. 

(5)  No  structure  shall  contain  more  than  five  (5)  dwelling  units. 

(6)  Occupancy-restricted  units,  if  provided,  shall  be 

appropriately  located  throughout  the  development,  rather  than 
concentrated  in  a  single  location  or  structure. 

(7)  All  parking  areas,  loading  areas,  and  refuse  disposal  areas 
shall  be  screened  from  adjacent  residentially  used  or  zoned 
properties; 

(8)  Lighting  shall  be  by  sharp  cut-off  luminaire; 

(9)  Townhouse  structures  shall  be  served  by  adequate  parking  lots. 
All  parking  areas  shall  be  connected  to  the  structures  by 
walkways.  Parking  for  each  structure  shall  be  provided  at  the 
rate  of  one  space  per  bedroom,  plus  one  space  for  every  four 
bedrooms  for  visitors. 
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(10)  Open  space  shall  be  provided  as  set  forth  in  Section  173- 
20A . E ,  below. 


E. 

(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 

(6) 


Open  space  Requirements. 

A  minimum  of  40%  of  the  parcel  shown  on  the  Development  Plan 
shall  be  open  space,  excluding  required  yards  and  buffer 
areas.  Open  space  may  be  separated  by  the  road(s)  constructed 
within  the  development.  Not  more  than  25%  of  such  open  space 
shall  be  wetlands,  as  defined  pursuant  to  G.L.  c.  131,  s.  40. 

The  open  space  shall  be  designed  so  as  to  promote  one  or  more 
of  the  following  objectives: 


contiguous  and  usable  open  space; 

preservation  or  enhancement 
significant  areas; 


of  environmentally 


opportunities  consistent  with  Section  D(3),  below. 


(a) 

(b) 

<c) 

The  required  open  space  shall  be  used  for  conservation, 
historic  preservation  and  education,  outdoor  education, 
recreation,  park  purposes,  agriculture,  horticulture, 
forestry,  or  for  a  combination  of  these  uses,  and  shall  be 
served  by  suitable  access  for  such  purposes. 

The  required  open  space  shall  remain  unbuilt  upon,  provided 
that  twenty  percent  (20%)  of  such  open  space  may  be  paved  or 
built  upon  for  structures  accessory  to  the  dedicated  use  or 
uses  of  such  open  space,  pedestrian  walks,  and  bikepaths. 

Required  utilities  may  be  located  within  the  required  open 
space . 

The  required  open  space  shall,  at  the  owner's  election,  be 
conveyed  to: 

(a)  the  Town  of  Westford  or  its  Conservation  Commission; 

(b)  a  nonprofit  organization,  the  principal  purpose  of  which 
is  the  conservation  of  open  space  and  any  of  the  purposes 
for  such  open  space  set  forth  above; 
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(c)  a  corporation  or  trust  owned  jointly  or  in  common  by  the 
owners  of  units  within  the  Open  Space  Townhouse 
Development.  If  such  corporation  or  trust  is  utilized, 
ownership  thereof  shall  pass  with  conveyance  of  the  units 
in  perpetuity.  Maintenance  of  the  open  space  and 

facilities  shall  be  permanently  guaranteed  by  such 
corporation  or  trust  which  shall  provide  for  mandatory 
assessments  for  maintenance  expenses  to  each  unit.  Each 
such  trust  or  corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
assented  to  allow  the  Town  of  Westford  to  perform 
maintenance  of  the  open  space  and  facilities,  if  the 
trust  or  corporation  fails  to  provide  adequate 
maintenance,  and  shall  grant  the  town  an  easement  for 
this  purpose.  In  such  event,  the  town  shall  first 
provide  fourteen  (14)  days  written  notice  to  the  trust  or 
corporation  as  to  the  inadequate  maintenance,  and,  if  the 
trust  or  corporation  fails  to  complete  such  maintenance, 
the  town  may  perform  it,  and  bill  the  trust  or 
corporation  for  the  full  cost  of  such  maintenance.  Each 
individual  deed,  and  the  deed  or  trust  or  articles  of 
incorporation,  shall  include  provisions  designed  to 
effect  these  provisions.  Documents  creating  such  trust 
or  corporation  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Board 
for  approval,  and  shall  thereafter  be  recorded  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds. 

(7)  Any  proposed  open  space,  unless  conveyed  to  the  Conservation 
Commission,  shall  be  subject  to  a  recorded  restriction 
enforceable  by  the  Town,  providing  that  such  land  shall  be 
perpetually  kept  in  an  open  state,  that  it  shall  be  preserved 
for  exclusively  conservation,  agricultural,  horticultural, 
forestry,  educational  or  recreational  purposes,  and  that  it 
shall  be  maintained  in  a  manner  which  will  ensure  its 
suitability  for  its  intended  purposes. 

(8)  In  order  to  ensure  that  the  unit  owners  association  will 
properly  maintain  the  land  deeded  to  it  under  this  section, 
the  developer  shall  prepare  a  declaration  of  covenants  and 
restrictions,  which  shall  at  a  minimum  provide  the  following: 

(a)  Mandatory  membership  in  an  established  unit  owners 
association  as  a  requirement  of  residence  or  ownership  of 
any  unit  in  the  tract. 

(b)  Provisions  for  maintenance  and  tax  assessment  of  all 
units  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  common  land  is 
maintained  in  a  condition  suitable  for  the  uses  approved 
by  the  unit  owners  association. 
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(c)  Provisions  which,  so  far  as  possible  under  the  existing 
law,  will  ensure  that  the  restrictions  placed  on  the  use 
of  the  common  land  will  not  terminate  by  operation  of 
law. 

(9)  This  declaration  of  covenants  and  restrictions  shall  be 
reviewed  and  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  and  then  shall  be 
recorded  with  the  Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds.  A  copy  of  said 
declaration  or  trust  shall  also  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 
Prior  to  the  Building  Inspector's  issuance  of  a  building 
permit  for  any  structure,  the  developer  shall  provide 
satisfactory  assurance  of  the  conveyance  and  recording  as 
required  above,  in  the  form  of  copies  of  the  recorded 
instruments  bearing  proof  of  recording. 

F .  Procedures . 

(1)  Filing  of  application.  Any  application  for  the  granting  of  a 
special  permit  by  the  Planning  Board  to  approve  an  open  space 
townhouse  development  shall  be  filed  with  the  Board,  with  a 
copy  filed  forthwith  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  shall  be 
accompanied,  if  applicable,  by  six  (6)  copies  of  a  preliminary 
plan  for  the  entire  tract  under  consideration,  prepared  by  a 
registered  professional  architect,  engineer  or  landscape 
architect . 

(2)  Contents  of  application.  Said  application  and  plan  shall  be 

prepared  in  accordance  with  requirements  for  a  preliminary 
subdivision  plan  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Planning 
Board  governing  subdivision  of  land  and  shall  include  proposed 
location,  bulk  and  height  of  all  proposed  buildings.  In 
addition,  the  applicant  shall  provide  the  following 

information : 

(a)  An  analysis  of  the  site,  including  wetlands,  slopes,  soil 
conditions,  areas  within  the  one  hundred  year  flood, 
trees  over  six  (6)  inches  and  other  natural  features  as 
the  Planning  Board  may  request. 

(b)  A  summary  of  the  environmental  concerns  relating  to  the 
proposed  plan. 

(c)  A  description  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  tract 
lies,  including  utilities  and  other  public  facilities  and 
the  impact  of  the  proposed  plan  upon  them. 
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(d)  Evaluation  of  the  open  land  proposed  within  the 
development  with  respect  to  size,  shape,  location, 
natural  resource  value,  and  accessibility  by  residents  of 
the  Town  or  of  the  development. 

(3)  Review  by  other  boards.  Before  acting  upon  the  application, 
the  Board  shall  submit  it  with  the  plan  to  the  following 
boards,  which  may  review  it  jointly  or  separately:  the  Board 
of  Health,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Water  Department, 
and  the  Conservation  Commission.  Any  such  board  or  agency  to 
which  petitions  are  referred  for  review  shall  submit  such 
recommendations  as  it  deems  appropriate  to  the  Planning  Board 
and  the  applicant.  Failure  to  make  recommendations  within 
thirty-five  (35)  days  of  receipt  shall  be  deemed  lack  of 
opposition . 

(4)  Public  Hearing.  After  the  opportunity  for  review  by  other 
boards  has  taken  place,  the  Planning  Board  shall  hold  a 
hearing  under  this  section  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  G.  L.  c.  40A ,  s.  9,  and  Article  VI  of  this  Zoning  Chapter. 

(5)  Relation  to  Subdivision  Control  Act.  Planning  Board  approval 
of  a  special  permit  hereunder  shall  not  substitute  for 
compliance  with  the  Subdivision  Control  Act,  if  applicable, 
nor  oblige  the  Planning  Board  to  approve  any  related 
definitive  plan  for  subdivision  nor  reduce  any  time  periods 
for  Board  consideration  under  the  law.  However,  in  order  to 
facilitate  processing,  the  Planning  Board  shall,  insofar  as 
practical  under  existing  law,  adopt  regulations  establishing 
procedures  for  submission  of  a  combined  plan  and  application 
which  shall  satisfy  this  section  and  the  Board’s  regulations 
under  the  Subdivision  Control  Act. 

(6)  Findings  of  Board.  The  Board  may  grant  a  special  permit  under 
this  section  only  if  it  finds  that  the  applicant  has 
demonstrated  the  following:  that  the  open  space  townhouse 
development  plan  will  be  in  harmony  with  the  general  purposes 
of  this  chapter  and  the  requirements  of  Chapter  40A  of  the 
General  Laws  and  the  long-range  plan  of  the  town;  that  it  will 
not  have  a  detrimental  impact  on  the  neighborhood;  will  be 
designed  with  due  consideration  for  health  and  safety;  and  is 
superior  to  a  conventional  plan  in  preserving  open  space, 
minimizing  environmental  disruption,  allowing  for  more 
efficient  provision  of  services;  or  allowing  for  greater 
variety  in  prices  or  types  of  housing.  In  addition,  the  plan 
must  meet  the  specific  requirements  identified  above. 
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Item  2.  Add  the  following  new  entry  to  Section  173-13,  the  Table 
of  Use  Regulations: 

RM  RA  RB  B  CH  IH  IA  IB  IC  ID  BL 

A ( 6 )  Open  space  town- 
house  development 
in  accordance  with 

Section  173-20A  -  SPB  SPB  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  43:  WATER  RESOURCE  PROTECTION  BY-LAW/ PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  the  zoning  by-laws  by 
deleting  existing  article  vii  in  its  entirety,  and  by  substituting 
the  following  therefor: 

Item  1. 

ARTICLE  VII 

Water  Resource  Protection  By-Law 

173-36.  Purpose.  The  purpose  of  the  Water  Resource  Protection 
Districts  is: 

A.  to  promote  the  health,  safety,  and  general  welfare  of  the 
community  by  ensuring  an  adequate  quality  and  quantity  of 
drinking  water  for  the  residents,  institutions,  and 
businesses; 

B.  to  preserve  and  protect  existing  and  potential  sources  of 
drinking  water  supplies; 

C.  to  conserve  the  natural  resources  of  the  Town;  and 

D.  to  prevent  temporary  and  permanent  contamination  of  the 
environment . 

173-37.  Authority.  The  Water  Resource  Protection  Districts  are 
adopted  pursuant  to  authority  provided  by  G.L.  c.  40A  and  the  Home 
Rule  Amendment,  Article  89  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth. 
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173-38.  Definitions.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Article,  the 

following  words  and  phrases  shall  be  defined  as  follows. 

References  to  statutes  and  regulations  shall  be  deemed  a  reference 

to  such  law  or  regulation  as  of  the  effective  date  of  this  by-law. : 

A.  Aquifer  -  Geologic  formation  composed  of  rock,  sand,  or  gravel 
that  contains  significant  amounts  of  potentially  recoverable 
water . 

B.  Motor  Vehicle  graveyards  and  junkyards  -  An  establishment  or 
place  of  business  which  is  used,  maintained,  or  operated  for 
storing,  keeping,  buying,  or  selling  wrecked,  scrapped, 
ruined,  or  dismantled  motor  vehicles  or  motor  vehicle  parts, 
as  defined  in  G.L.  c.  140B,  s.  1. 

C.  Commercial  fertilizers  -  Any  substance  containing  one  or  more 
recognized  plant  nutrients  which  is  used  for  its  plant 
nutrient  content  and  which  is  designed  for  use,  or  claimed  to 
have  value  in  promoting  plant  growth,  except  unmanipulated 
animal  and  vegetable  manures,  marl,  lime,  limestone,  wood 
ashes,  and  gypsum,  as  defined  in  G.L.  c.  128,  s.  64. 

D.  De-icing  chemicals  -  Sodium  chloride,  chemically  treated 
abrasives,  or  other  chemicals  used  for  snow  and  ice  removal. 

E.  Earth  Removal  -  The  removal  or  relocation  of  geologic 
materials  such  as  topsoil,  sand,  gravel,  metallic  ores,  or 
bedrock. 

F.  Hazardous  Material  -  Any  substance  or  mixture  of  physical, 
chemical,  or  infectious  characteristics  posing  a  significant, 
actual  or  potential  hazard  to  water  supplies  or  other  hazards 
to  human  health  if  such  substance  or  mixture  were  discharged 
to  land  or  water.  Hazardous  materials  include,  without 
limitation,  synthetic  organic  chemicals,  petroleum  products, 
heavy  metals,  radioactive  or  infectious  wastes,  acids  and 
alkalis,  and  all  substances  defined  as  toxic  or  hazardous 
under  G.L.  c.  21C  and  21E  and  310  CMR  30.00,  and  also  include 
such  products  as  solvents  and  thinners  in  quantities  greater 
than  normal  household  use. 

G.  Impervious  surface  -  Material  or  structure  on,  above,  or  below 
the  ground  that  does  not  allow  precipitation  to  penetrate 
directly  into  the  soil. 

H.  Landfills  and  open  dumps  -  A  facility  or  part  of  a  facility 
for  solid  waste  disposal  (excluding  transfer  facilities) 
established  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  310  CMR 
19.006. 


103 


ADJ.  STM  -  OCTOBER  23 ,  1996 


I.  Recharge  Areas  -  Areas  that  collect  precipitation  or  surface 
water  and  carry  it  to  aquifers. 

J.  Sanitary  Wastewater  -  Any  water-carried  putrescible  waste 
resulting  from  the  discharge  of  water  closets,  laundry  tubs, 
washing  machines,  sinks,  showers,  dishwashers,  or  any  other 
source . 

K.  Soil  conditioner  -  Any  manipulated  substance  or  mixture  of 
substances  whose  primary  function  is  to  modify  the  physical 
structure  of  soils  so  as  to  favorably  influence  plant  growth, 
except  unmanipulated  animal  and  vegetable  manures,  marl,  lime, 
limestone,  wood  ashes,  and  gypsum,  as  defined  in  G.L.  c.  128, 
s .  64 . 

L.  Storage  or  landfilling  of  sludge  and  septage  -  Use  of  land  to 
store  sludge  or  septage  as  those  terms  are  defined  in  310  CMR 
32.00. 

M.  Wastewater  treatment  works  -  Any  and  all  devices,  processes 
and  properties,  real  or  personal,  used  in  the  collection, 
pumping,  transmission,  storage,  treatment,  disposal, 
recycling,  reclamation,  or  reuse  of  waterborne  pollutants,  but 
not  including  any  works  receiving  a  hazardous  waste  from  off 
the  site  of  the  works  for  the  purpose  of  treatment,  storage  or 
disposal,  all  as  defined  and  regulated  by  314  CMR  5.00. 

N.  Water  Resource  Protection  District  I  (WRPD  I)  -  The  protective 
radius  required  around  a  public  water  supply  well  or 
wellfield,  as  set  forth  in  310  CMR  22.02's  definition  of  "Zone 
I .  " 

O.  Water  Resource  Protection  District  II  (WRPD  II)  -  WRPD  II  is 
bounded  by  the  most  extensive  of  the  following  parameters:  (a) 
that  area  of  the  aquifer  that  contributes  water  to  a  public 
water  supply  well  or  wellfield  under  the  most  severe  pumping 
and  recharge  conditions  than  can  realistically  be  anticipated, 
as  set  forth  in  310  CMR  22.02's  definition  of  "Zone  II;"  (b) 
Interim  wellhead  Protection  Areas,  as  established  in  the  Town 
and  defined  by  310  CMR  22.02;  and  (c)  the  surrounding  high  and 
medium  yield  aquifers  within  the  Town  of  Westford,  having  a 
transmissivity  of  1,350-4,000  ft2/d  (potential  well  yield  100 
to  300  gal /min ) . 
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P.  Water  Resource  Protection  District  III  (WRPD  III)  -  That  area 
of  land  beyond  the  area  of  WRPD  II  from  which  surface  water 
and  groundwater  drain  into  Zone  II,  as  that  term  is  defined  in 
310  CMR  22.02. 

173-39.  Establishment  of  Districts.  The  Water  Resource 

Protection  Districts  are  herein  established  as  overlay  districts. 
The  Water  Resource  Protection  Districts  are  described  on  a  map 
entitled  "Water  Resource  Protection  Districts,  Town  of  Westford, 
October  21,  1996,"  with  district  boundary  lines  prepared  by 

Dufresne  and  Henry,  Inc.  All  maps  are  hereby  made  a  part  of  this 
Zoning  By-Law  and  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk. 

173-40  Boundary  Disputes.  Where  the  bounds  of  the  Water  Resource 
Protection  Districts  are  in  dispute,  as  delineated  on  the  Water 
Resource  Protection  Districts  Map,  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be 
upon  the  owners  of  the  land  in  question  to  show  where  they  should 
properly  be  located.  Resolution  of  boundary  disputes  shall  be 
through  a  special  permit  application  to  the  Planning  Board.  Any 
application  for  a  special  permit  under  this  subsection  shall  be 
accompanied  by  documentation  prepared  by  a  person  who  meets  the 
following  two  requirements: 

*  Is  experienced  in  delineating  hydrogeologic  zones  in 
Massachusetts;  and 

*  Has  one  of  the  following  credentials: 


TITLE 

CONFERRING  ENTITY 

Registered  Professional 
Hydrogeologist 

American  Institute  of 

Hydrology 

Certified  Professional 

Geologic  Scientist 

American  Institute  of 
Professional  Geological 
Scientists 

Registered  Professional 
Engineer,  Sanitary 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Certified  Ground  Water 
Professional 

Association  of  Ground  Water 
Scientists  and  Engineers 

Certified  Professional  Soil 
Scientist 

American  Registry  of  Certified 
Professionals  in  Agronomy, 

Crops,  and  Soils,  Ltd. 
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A.  WRPD  II  Boundary  Disputes.  Where  the  WRPD  II  is  bounded  by:  (a) 
that  area  of  the  aquifer  that  contributes  water  to  a  public 
water  supply  well  or  wellfield  under  the  most  severe  pumping  and 
recharge  conditions  than  can  realistically  be  anticipated,  as 
set  forth  in  310  CMR  22.02's  definition  of  "Zone  II,"  the 
applicant  shall  provide  information  in  substantial  conformance 
with  the  criteria  set  forth  in  310  CMR  22.00,  as  administered  by 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection,  to 
show  where  the  boundary  should  properly  be  located;  (b)  an 
Interim  Wellhead  Protection  Area,  the  applicant  shall  provide 
the  results  of  a  survey  by  a  registered  surveyor;  (c)  a  medium 
yield  aquifer  having  a  transmissivity  of  1,350-4,000  ft2/d 
(potential  well  yield  100  to  300  gal/min),  the  applicant  shall 
provide  geologic  and  hydrologic  information  to  show 
transmissivity  rates  at  the  subject  property. 

B.  WRPD  III  Boundary  Disputes.  The  applicant  shall  provide 
information  in  substantial  conformance  with  the  criteria  set 
forth  in  310  CMR  22.00  for  the  delineation  of  "Zone  III",  as 
administered  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental 
Protection,  to  show  where  the  boundary  should  properly  be 
located . 

C.  The  Planning  Board  shall  not  grant  a  special  permit  under  this 
section  unless  the  applicant  demonstrates  that  the  provisions 
governing  the  Water  Resource  Protection  District (s),  under  this 
Article  VII  may  be  waived  without  detrimental  effect  to  water 
quality  as  specified  herein. 

173-41.  Use  Regulations.  The  Water  Resource  Protection  Districts 
are  overlay  districts  superimposed  over  the  underlying  districts 
set  forth  in  this  Zoning  By-Law.  Within  a  Water  Resource 
Protection  District,  the  requirements  of  the  underlying  district 
continue  to  apply,  except  where  the  requirements  of  the  Water 
Resource  Protection  District  are  more  stringent.  A.  Uses  within 
WRPD  I.  Uses  within  WRPD  I  shall  be  governed  by  the  standards  set 
forth  in  310  CMR  22.00  with  regard  to  "Zone  I"  therein. 

B.  Uses  within  WRPD  II  and  WRPD  III.  Uses  are  prohibited  where 
indicated  by  "N"  in  the  following  schedule,  and  require  a 
special  permit  where  indicated  by  "SP",  even  where  the 
underlying  district  requirements  are  more  permissive.  Uses 
permitted  in  a  Water  Resource  Protection  District  are  indicated 
by  "Y" .  Where  a  portion  of  the  lot  is  located  partially  within 
WRPD  III  and  partially  outside  the  Water  Resource  Protection 
Districts,  site  design  shall,  to  the  extent  feasible,  locate 
potential  pollution  sources  outside  the  District  boundaries. 
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1.  PRINCIPAL  USES 

WRPD 

II 

WRPD 

III 

(a)  Manufacture,  use,  storage,  transport,  or 

disposal  of  hazardous  materials  as  a  principal 
activity 

N 

N 

(b)  Landfills  and  open  dumps 

N 

N 

(c)  Motor  Vehicle  graveyards  and  junkyards 

N 

N 

(d)  Landfilling  of  sludge  and  septage 

N 

N 

(e)  Storage  of  sludge  and  septage  in  accordance 

with  310  CMR  32.30  and  32.31 

SP 

SP 

(f)  Road  salt  stockpile  or  storage  of  other 

de-icing  chemicals  in  the  following  manner: 

(1)  outside  a  structure 

(2)  within  a  structure  designed  to  prevent 
the  generation  and  escape  of  contaminated  runoff 
or  leachate 

N 

SP 

N 

SP 

(g)  Gasoline  station,  motor  vehicle  repair  or 

body  shop,  marine  repair  shop,  car  wash 

N 

SP 

(h)  Earth  removal,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  90 

of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Westford;  provided, 
however,  that  no  earth  removal  shall  take  place 
within  6  feet  of  historical  high  groundwater  as 
determined  from  monitoring  wells  and  historical 
table  fluctuation  data  compiled  by  the  USGS, 
except  for  excavations  for  building  foundations, 
roads  or  utility  works,  unless  the  substances 
removed  are  redeposited  within  45  days  of 
removal  to  achieve  a  final  grading  greater  than 

6  feet  above  the  historical  high  groundwater 
mark 

SP 

SP 

(i)  Any  building,  structure,  or  use,  other  than 

single  family  dwelling  with  accessory  structures 
and  uses,  to  be  served  by  on-site  sanitary 
wastewater  disposal  system  with  a  design 
capacity  of  greater  than  10,000  gallons  per  day 

SP 

SP 

2.  ACCESSORY  USES 

WRPD 

II 

WRPD 

III 

(a)  Underground  storage  of  hazardous  materials, 

including  fuel  oil  and  gasoline 

N 

SP 

(b)  Aboveground  storage  of  hazardous  materials 

in  guantities  greater  than  associated  with 
normal  household  use,  other  than  fuel  oil  for 

residential  heating  purposes 

SP 

SP 
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(c)  Any  use  generating  hazardous  wastes  in 
quantities  greater  than  associated  with  normal 

household  use,  except  the  following: 

(1)  very  small  quantity  generators,  as 
defined  by  310  CMR  30.00; 

(2)  household  hazardous  waste  collection 
centers  or  events  operated  pursuant  to  310  CMR 

30 .390; 

(3)  waste  oil  retention  facilities 
required  by  G.L.  c.  21,  s.  52A; 

(4)  treatment  works  approved  by  the  DEP 
for  treatment  of  contaminated  ground  or  surface 
waters 

N 

SP 

(d)  Storage  of  animal  manure.  Within  WRPD  II, 

such  storage  must  be  within  an  enclosed  building 
or  contained  in  accordance  with  the 
specifications  of  the  U.S.  Soil  Conservation 
Service 

SP 

Y 

(e)  Storage  of  commercial  fertilizers  and  soil 

conditioners.  Within  WRPD  II,  such  storage  must 
be  within  a  structure  designed  to  prevent  the 
generation  and  escape  of  contaminated  runoff  or 
leachate . 

SP 

Y 

(f)  Treatment  or  disposal  works  for  non- 

sanitary  wastewaters  that  are  subject  to  314 

CMR  5.00,  including  privately  owned  facilities, 
except  the  following:  (1)  replacement  or  repair 
of  existing  system(s)  that  will  not  result  in  a 
design  capacity  greater  than  the  design  capacity 
of  the  existing  system(s) 

N 

SP 

(g)  Treatment  or  disposal  works  for  sanitary 

wastewaters  that  are  subject  to  314  CMR  5.00, 
including  privately  owned  facilities 

SP 

SP 

3.  OTHER  USES 

WRPD 

II 

WRPD 

III 

(a)  Rendering  impervious  more  than  15  percent  of 

the  lot,  or  2500  sq.  ft.,  whichever  is  greater 

SP 

Y 

(b)  Stockpiling  and  disposal  of  snow  and  ice 

containing  de-icing  chemicals  if  brought  in  from 
outside  the  district 

N 

SP 

173-42.  Special  Permit  Procedures. 
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A.  Special  Permit  Granting  Authority.  The  Special  Permit  Granting 
Authority  (SPGA)  shall  be  the  Planning  Board.  Such  special 
permit  may  be  granted  if  the  SPGA  determines  that  the  intent  of 
this  Article  VII  as  well  as  the  specific  criteria  herein  are 
met.  In  making  such  determination,  the  SPGA  shall  give 
consideration  to  the  simplicity,  reliability,  and  feasibility  of 
the  control  measures  proposed  and  the  degree  of  threat  to 
groundwater  quality  which  would  result  if  the  control  measures 
failed . 

B.  Review  by  Other  Boards  and  Officials.  Whenever  an  application 

for  a  special  permit  is  filed  with  the  Planning  Board  under  this 
Article  VII,  said  board  shall  transmit  within  six  (6)  working 
days  of  the  filing  of  the  completed  application,  copies  of  the 
application,  accompanying  site  plan,  and  other  documentation,  to 
the  Board  of  Health,  Conservation  Commission,  Building 
Inspector,  Water  Department,  Fire  Chief,  and  the  Town  Engineer 
for  their  consideration,  review,  and  report.  The  copies 
necessary  to  fulfill  this  requirement  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
applicant.  An  application  shall  not  be  deemed  complete  until 
all  copies  of  required  information  and  documentation  have  been 
filed  with  the  Planning  Board.  The  Planning  Board  shall  notify 
applicants  by  registered  mail,  within  14  days  of  submittal,  of 
incomplete  application  status,  and  the  applicant  shall  have  14 
days  from  the  mailing  of  such  notice  to  complete  an  application. 
Failure  to  complete  an  application  within  such  time  shall  result 
in  a  return  of  all  materials  to  the  applicant,  without 
prejudice.  Reports  from  other  boards  and  officials  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Planning  Board  by  the  date  of  the  Public 
Hearing,  but  in  any  case  within  thirty-five  (35)  days  of  receipt 
of  the  reviewing  party  of  all  of  the  required  materials;  failure 
of  these  reviewing  parties  to  make  recommendations  after  having 
received  copies  of  all  such  required  materials  shall  be  deemed 
a  lack  of  opposition  thereto.  In  the  event  that  the  Public 
Hearing  by  the  Planning  Board  is  held  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  35  day  period,  the  Planning  Board  shall  continue  the  Public 
Hearing  to  permit  the  formal  submission  of  reports  and 
recommendations  within  that  35  day  period.  The 

Decision/Findings  of  the  Planning  Board  shall  contain,  in 
writing,  an  explanation  for  any  departures  from  the 
recommendations  of  any  reviewing  party. 
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C.  Applicability.  Any  special  permit  required  under  this  Article 
VII  shall  be  in  addition  to,  and  separate  from,  any  other 
special  permit  required  under  this  By-Law;  provided,  however, 
that  applications  for  special  permits  pursuant  to  Sect.  173- 
41B3(a)  for  lots  located  within  a  proposed  open  space 
residential  development  shall  be  governed  by  the  provisions  of 
Sect.  173-20. 


D.  Submittals.  All  applications  for  special  permits  shall  contain 

the  information  listed  below,  unless  waived  or  modified  by  the 

SPGA,  with  reasons  therefor. 

1.  A  site  plan,  submitted  on  24-inch  by  36-inch  sheets,  on  a 
minimum  scale  of  one  inch  (1")  equals  40  feet,  and  prepared 
by  a  Registered  Professional  Engineer  and  a  Registered  Land 
Surveyor.  Site  plans  submitted  under  this  section  shall 
also  include  the  following: 

(1)  All  property  lines; 

(2)  All  adjacent  public  streets; 

(3)  All  existing  and  proposed  buildings,  structures,  parking 
areas,  and  service  areas; 

(4)  All  facilities  for  sewage,  refuse,  and  other  waste 
disposal ; 

(5)  Facilities  for  surface  water  drainage,  both  temporary  and 
permanent; 

(6)  Future  expansion  areas. 

2.  A  narrative  statement  detailing  all  of  the  information  set 
forth  below,  if  applicable: 

(1)  A  complete  list  of  all  chemicals,  pesticides,  fuels,  or 
other  potentially  hazardous  materials,  including  but  not 
limited  to  road  salt  or  de-icing  chemicals,  manure,  and 
fertilizers  or  soil  conditioners,  to  be  used  or  stored  on 
the  premises  in  quantities  greater  than  associated  with 
normal  household  use,  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the 
measures  proposed  to  protect  all  storage  containers  from 
vandalism,  corrosion,  and  leakage,  and  to  provide  for 
control  of  spills. 
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(2)  A  description  of  all  potentially  hazardous  wastes  to  be 
generated  in  quantities  greater  than  associated  with  normal 
household  use,  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the  measures 
proposed  to  protect  all  waste  storage  containers  from 
vandalism,  corrosion,  and  leakage,  and  to  provide  for 
control  of  spills. 

(3)  For  underground  or  aboveground  storage  of  hazardous 
materials,  certification  by  a  Registered  Professional 
Engineer  that  such  storage  facilities  or  containers  are  (i) 
in  compliance  with  all  applicable  federal  or  state 
regulations,  (ii)  in  compliance  with  design  specifications, 
as  prepared  by  a  Registered  Professional  Engineer,  and 
(iii)  are  designed  with  secondary  containment  adequate  to 
contain  a  spill  the  size  of  the  container's  total  storage 
capacity . 

(4)  For  any  proposed  activity  on  a  lot  which  will  render  more 
than  15  percent  of  the  total  lot  area  or  more  than  2,500 
sq.  ft.  impervious,  a  system  for  groundwater  recharge  must 
be  provided  that  does  not  degrade  groundwater  quality,  by 
stormwater  infiltration  basins  or  similar  system  covered 
with  natural  vegetation.  Dry  wells  shall  be  used  only 
where  other  methods  are  infeasible.  Such  basins  and  wells 
shall  be  preceded  by  oil,  grease  and  sediment  traps  to 
facilitate  removal  of  contaminants. 

(5)  For  stockpiling  or  disposal  of  snow  from  outside  the 
district,  earth  removal,  storage  of  sludge  or  septage, 
manure  storage,  treatment  works,  and/or  discharge  or 
process  wastewater,  a  narrative  statement,  prepared  by  a 
Registered  Professional  Engineer,  assessing  the  impacts,  if 
any,  of  the  proposed  activity  on  groundwater  and  surface 
water  quality  on  the  premises,  adjacent  to  the  premises, 
and  on  any  wellfield(s)  downgradient  from  the  proposed 
activity  or  use,  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the 
measures  proposed  to  protect  such  wellfields. 

173-43.  Special  Permit  Criteria.  Special  permits  shall  be  granted 
only  if  the  SPGA  determines,  after  reviewing  the  recommendations  of 
the  reviewing  parties  delineated  in  Section  173-42. B,  that 
groundwater  quality  resulting  from  on-site  wastewater  disposal  or 
other  operations  on-site  shall  not  fall  below  the  more  restrictive 
of  federal  or  state  standards  for  drinking  water,  or,  if  existing 
groundwater  quality  is  already  below  those  standards,  on-site 
disposal  or  operations  shall  result  in  no  further  deterioration. 
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173-44.  Decision.  The  Planning  Board  may  approve,  approve  with 
conditions,  or  deny  an  application  for  a  special  permit  that  is 
governed,  in  any  manner,  by  the  provisions  of  this  Article  VII. 

Item  2 . 

Amend  Section  173-20  (F)  8  by  inserting  the  following  new  sentence 

before  the  last  sentence,  starting  as  "...the  plan  must  meet  the 
specific . . . " : 

"when  the  proposed  activity  is  on  a  lot  within  a  water  resource 
protection  district  II  &  III  which  will  render  more  than  15  percent 
of  the  total  lot  area  or  more  than  2,500  sq.ft,  impervious,  a 
system  for  groundwater  recharge  must  be  provided  that  does  not 
degrade  groundwater  quality,  by  stormwater  infiltration  basins  or 
similar  system  covered  with  natural  vegetation.  Dry  wells  shall  be 
used  only  where  other  methods  are  infeasible.  Such  basins  and 
wells  shall  be  preceded  by  oil,  grease  and  sediment  traps  to 
facilitate  removal  of  contaminants.  In  addition,..." 

Item  3. 

Amend  the  numbering  of  Section  173-41  (Growth  Management)  by 
changing  it  to  Section  173-45. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 


ARTICLE  44:  EARTH  REMOVAL  BY-LAW /PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  Town  amend  chapter  90  of  the  code 
of  the  Town  of  Westford,  regarding  earth  removal,  as  follows: 

Item  1.  In  Section  90-3. E,  delete  the  words  "the  spring  high-water 
table"  and  substitute  the  words  "historical  high  groundwater  as 
determined  from  monitoring  wells  and  historical  table  fluctuation 
data  compiled  by  the  United  States  Geologic  Survey"  therefor. 

Item  2.  In  Section  90-4. A,  delete  the  words  "spring  high-water 
table"  and  substitute  the  words  "historical  high  groundwater  as 
determined  from  monitoring  wells  and  historical  table  fluctuation 
data  compiled  by  the  United  States  Geologic  Survey"  therefor. 

(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 
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ARTICLE  45:  HAZARDOUS  MATERIALS  BY-LAW/ PLANNING  BOARD 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  amend  chapter  61  of  the  code  of  the  Town 
of  Westford,  regarding  aquifer  protection,  as  follows: 

Item  1.  Change  the  title  of  Chapter  61  from  ’’Aquifer  Protection" 
to  Hazardous  Materials  By-Law." 

Item  2.  In  Section  61-3,  delete  the  definition  of  "Controlled 
Material . " 

Item  3.  In  Section  61-3,  delete  the  definition  of  "Hazardous 
Material,"  and  substitute  the  following  therefor: 

HAZARDOUS  OR  CONTROLLED  MATERIAL  -  Any  substance  or  mixture  of 
physical,  chemical,  or  infectious  characteristics  posing  a 
significant,  actual  or  potential  hazard  to  water  supplies  or 
other  hazards  to  human  health  if  such  substance  or  mixture  were 
discharged  to  land  or  water.  Hazardous  materials  include, 
without  limitation,  synthetic  organic  chemicals,  petroleum 
products,  heavy  metals,  radioactive  or  infectious  wastes,  acids 
and  alkalis,  and  all  substances  defined  as  toxic  or  hazardous 
under  G.L.  c.  21C  and  21E  and  310  CMR  30.00,  and  also  include 
such  products  as  solvents  and  thinners  in  quantities  greater 
than  normal  household  use. 

Item  4.  In  section  61-3,  insert  the  following  definition: 

TOXIC  POLLUTANT  -  Those  pollutants,  or  combinations  of 
pollutants,  including  disease  causing  agents,  which  after 
discharge  and  upon  exposure,  ingestion,  inhalation  or 
assimilation  into  any  organism,  either  directly  from  the 
environment  or  indirectly  by  ingestion  through  food  chains, 
will,  on  the  basis  of  information  available  to  the  EPA 
Administrator,  cause  death,  disease,  behavioral  abnormalities, 
cancer,  genetic  mutations,  physiological  malfunctions  (including 
malfunctions  in  reproduction)  or  physical  deformations,  in  such 
organisms  or  their  offspring. 

Item  5.  In  Section  61-4. A,  delete  the  words  "excluding  heating  oil 
stored  for  use  on  the  premises  unless  regulated  elsewhere  in  this 
chapter . " 

Item  6.  Delete  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  61-6. A  and 
substitute  the  following  therefor: 
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A.  The  following  provisions  shall  apply  to  all  commercial  and 
industrial  underground  hazardous  materials  storage  systems,  and 
to  residential  underground  storage  systems  with  a  capacity 
greater  than  1000  gallons.  Underground  storage  of  Toxic 
Pollutants  is  expressly  prohibited. 

Item  7.  Delete  Article  III,  containing  Section  61-8,  in  its 
entirety . 


(Board  of  Selectmen  Approved) 
(Planning  Board  Approved) 

It  was  voted  to  adjourn  the  Special  Town  Meeting  at  10:10  PM. 

A  True  Record:  ATTEST 


Elaine  V.  McKenna 
Town  Clerk 
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BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


YEARS  ACTIVITIES 

After  the  FY  '96  third  quarter  "actual"  bill  was  sent  out  on 
December  30,  1995,  the  Assessors  and  staff  began  the  review  of 
calendar  year  1995  sales  to  pinpoint  any  significant  increases  in 
valuation  since  the  FY  '96  Revaluation.  Analysis  showed  that  the 
overall  assessment  level  of  the  Town's  residential  parcels  had 
remained  stable.  We  observed  that  all  eight  geographical 
neighborhoods  had  assessment  levels  within  a  range  of  92  to  98% 
with  a  Town  wide  overall  assessment  of  97.5%,  well  within  the  State 
mandated  90%  to  110%.  These  facts  led  to  the  Board  of  Assessors 
leaving  all  assessments  at  the  previous  year's  values.  Naturally, 
the  exceptions  would  be  any  new  additions  or  new  construction  to 
any  parcel. 

Annual  Town  Meting  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  653, 
section  40  of  the  Acts  of  1989  which  allowed  the  valuation  of  any 
new  physical  construction  or  percentage  thereof,  to  be  added  to  a 
parcel's  value  using  a  closing  date  of  June  30th  instead  of  January 
1st.  This  gave  the  Town  a  one  time  increase  of  $18,000,000  in  new 
growth  for  FY  '97,  which  amounted  to  an  additional  $258,000  in  tax 
dollar  revenue.  From  this  point  on,  new  construction  will  be 
picked  up  from  July  1st  to  June  30th  of  each  year. 

EXEMPTIONS 

For  Fiscal  Year  1995,  the  Board  granted  221  statutory  exemptions 
for  property  taxes  (Veterans,  elderly  over  the  age  of  70,  Blind, 
etc.)  in  the  amount  of  $66,398.34  in  Fiscal  Year  1995,  the  amount 
was  $62,020.51. 

ABATEMENTS 

For  Fiscal  Year  1996,  258  requests  for  abatements  of  commercial, 
industrial,  residential,  and  personal  property  were  received.  One 
hundred  forty-eight  were  granted  resulting  in  a  total  refund  of 
$172,638  in  tax  dollars.  There  are  two  appeals  filed  with  the 
Appellate  Tax  Board,  which  have  been  heard  and  we  are  waiting  the 
decisions . 
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The  Board  of  Assessors  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  contribution  that 
Janis  Ackerman,  who  resigned  from  the  Board  in  March  1996,  had  made 
over  the  last  three  years.  Jan,  who  had  been  a  full-time  Assessor 
in  the  early  1980's,  during  this  Town's  first  struggles  with 
revaluations  and  the  impact  of  Prop  2  1/2,  brought  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  and  a  sense  of  continuity  with  the  past  to  this  Board  and 
she  will  be  sorely  missed. 

The  Board  welcomes  Mr.  Titus  Palmer  as  her  replacement. 

Respectfully  submitted  by: 

Kevin  Burke,  Chairperson 
Diane  Holmes,  Clerk 
Titus  Palmer 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


FY97  TAX  RATE  COMPUTATION 


A.  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED: 

1.  APPROPRIATED  $34,868,236 

2.  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  $1,041,283 

3.  OFFSETS  $32,567 

4.  STATE  AND  COUNTY  CHARGES  $109,623 

5.  OVERLAY  RESERVE  $233,311 


B.  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  REVENUES 

1.  STATE  AID  $5,532,293 

2.  LOCAL  RECEIPTS  $3,004,589 

3.  OTHER  SOURCES  TO  REDUCE  THE  TAX  RATE  $1,102,216 

4.  AVAILABLE  FUNDS  (WATER  ENTERPRISE)  $3,279,500 

5.  OTHER  AVAILABE  FUNDS  $267,500 

6.  TEACHER  DEFERRAL  $536,158 

$13,722,256 

C.  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  BY  TAXATION  $22,562,765 


D.  VALUATION 

1.  REAL  PROPERTY  $1,483,823,807 

2.  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  $30,455,730 

$1,514,279,537 

E.  TAX  RATE=($1 6,014,750/$1 ,349,1 78,600)X(1 000)=  $14.90 


PROPERTY  ASSESSMENT  CHANGE  LIST 


01 -Jan-95 


01 -Jan-96  NET  DIFFERENCE 


REAL  PROPERTY  $1,417,910,107 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  $31,315,730 

$1,449,225,837 


$1,483,823,807 

$30,455,730 

$1,514,279,537 


$65,913,700 

($860,000) 

$65,053,700 


SOURCE  OF  DIFFERENCE 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION/ADDNS/ALTERATIONS 
SUBDIVISIONS,  PARCELS  AND  CONDOMINIUMS 
PERSONAL  PROPERTY 
VALUATION  ADJUSTMENTS  (ABATEMENTS) 
INTERIM  YEAR  VALUATION  ADJUSTMENT 
TOTAL  ADJUSTMENTS 


$30,854,670 

$42,000,000 

$1,031,900 

$10,072,605 

($18,905,475) 

$65,053,700 
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PROFILE  OF  TAXABLE  REAL  PROPERTY-LAND  USE  (1  JAN  95) 

USE  ACREAGE  TOTAL  VALUE 


1.  RESIDENTIAL: 


A.  SINGLE  FAMILY 

B.  MULTI  FAMILY 

C.  CONDOMINIUMS 

D.  VACANT  LAND 

6127 

394 

369 

2501 

42.0% 

2.7% 

2.5% 

17.2% 

$1,102,336,702 

$38,292,600 

$109,074,650 

$38,903,000 

74.3% 

2.6% 

7.4% 

2.6% 

2.  OPEN  SPACE 

468 

3.2% 

$4,348,300 

0.3% 

3.  COMMERCIAL: 

625 

4.3% 

$102,281,440 

6.9% 

4.  INDUSTRIAL 

1728 

11.9% 

$68,618,760 

4.6% 

5.  FORESTRY/AGRICULTURAL7 
RECREATION 

1564 

10.7% 

$2,441,655 

0.2% 

6.  MIXED  USE: 

A.  COMML  &  INDUSTRIAL 

B.  OPEN  SPACE  &  RESIDENTIAL 

186 

612 

1.3% 

4.2% 

$4,986,735 

$12,539,965 

0.3% 

0.8% 

14574 

100.0% 

$1,483,823,807 

100.0% 

PROFILE  OF  EXEMPT  REAL  PROPERTY-LAND  USE 

JAN  1, 1996 

USE 

ACREAGE 

TOTAL  VALUE 

1.  TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

2198.39 

65.5% 

$153,038,300 

87.2% 

2.  EDUCATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

527.77 

15.7% 

$6,730,800 

3.8% 

3.  CHARITABLE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

584.97 

17.4% 

$4,736,900 

2.7% 

4.  CHURCHES 

26.92 

0.8% 

$6,748,700 

3.8% 

5.  COMM.  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

12.59 

0.4% 

$887,700 

0.5% 

6.  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

7.63 

0.2% 

$3,404,500 

1.9% 

TOTALS 

3358.27 

100.0% 

$175,546,900 

100.0% 
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BUILDING  COMMISSIONER 

i 

i 

The  Building  Department  received  yet  another  year  of  significant 
growth  which  resulted  in  the  issuance  of  a  large  number  of  permits 
throughout  1996.  Residential  growth  comprised  the  majority  of  our 
annual  permitting  activity,  however,  a  significant  increase  in 
office  and  commercial  construction,  primarily  within  the  Littleton 
Road  corridor,  was  experienced  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 
This  non-residential  growth  increase  is  expected  to  continue 
through  at  least  1997  when  Westford  Technology  Park  is  expected  to 
complete  over  400,000  s.f.  of  new  office/research  &  development 
space,  and  an  unknown  level  of  development  is  expected  to  be 
proposed  for  the  industrially  zoned  land  within  the  Robbins  Road 
area  on  the  western  end  of  Route  110. 

Due  in  great  part  to  the  on-going  growth  pressures  being 
experienced  throughout  the  community  and  the  anticipated  demands 
this  future  activity  will  place  on  the  limited  resources  of  the 
Building  Department,  we  have  upgraded  Chet  Cook  to  a  permanent, 
three-guarter  time,  Assistant  Building  Commissioner  position.  This 
much  needed  personnel  increase  will  permit  the  Building  Department 
to  continue  the  necessary  high  levels  of  construction  review 
necessary  to  insure  quality  development  within  our  community.  The 
Town  of  Westford  also  continues  to  be  supported  by  the  following 
staff : 


Building  Commissioner 

Asst.  Building  Commissioner/Gas  Inspector 
Department  Secretary 
Electric  Inspector 

Asst.  Gas  Inspector/Plumbing  Inspector 
Plumbing  Inspector 


Don  Kinney 
Chet  Cook 
Nancy  Oakes 
Dennis  Kane,  Sr. 
Dennis  Kane,  Jr. 
Kenneth  Kleynan 
Arthur  Smith 


1996  saw  the  promotion  of  Cheryl  Accardi  to  an  Administrative 
Secretary  position,  within  the  Planning  Department,  and  the  hiring 
of  Nancy  Oakes  as  the  Senior  Secretary  within  our  department.  We 
would  like  to  welcome  Ms.  Oakes  as  a  valued  addition  to  our  office, 
and  congratulate  Ms.  accardi  on  her  will  deserved  promotion. 


Again,  1996  was  yet  another  busy  year  for  this  department  with  185 
new  dwelling  permits  issued  and  a  total  of  763  building  permits 
overall.  In  addition,  477  plumbing,  398  gas,  and  571  electrical 
permits  were  issued  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Donald  Kinney,  Building  Commissioner 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


Continued  construction  activity  translated  into  another  busy  year 
for  the  Commission.  While  approved  and  proposed  real  estate 
developments  continued  to  diminish  the  open  space  character  of  the 
Town  and  posed  challenges  for  protecting  environmental  quality, 
progress  was  made  towards  acquiring  and  protecting  some  of  the  fast 
disappearing  natural  and  open  landscape. 

Statistically,  the  work  of  the  Commission  is  reflected  as  follows: 
23  Requests  for  Determination,  primarily  determining  existence  and 
locations  of  wetlands,  were  administered,  and  public  hearings  were 
held  for  46  Notice  of  Intent  submissions  for  intentions  to  build 
near  wetlands.  The  Commission  conducted  10  formal  site  visits,  and 
the  Commission's  agent,  Planning/Conservation  Coordinator  William 
Turner  conducted  over  330  site  inspections.  Certificates  of 
Compliance  for  24  projects  were  granted  after  construction  was 
completed  and  checked  by  the  Conservation  Commission,  and  6 
Emergency  Certificates  were  issued,  primarily  for  repair  of  failed 
septic  systems  and  emergency  road  work.  10  Enforcement  Orders  were 
issued,  primarily  dealing  with  violations  of  approved  construction 
plans,  and  3  fines  totaling  $3,150.00  were  imposed  on  projects  for 
failure  to  comply  with  Order  of  Conditions  issued  under  the 
Wetlands  Act  and  local  wetlands  bylaw  requirements. 

The  Rivers  Bill  was  enacted  into  State  law  in  August.  This  law 
defines  a  new  area  of  protection  for  rivers  and  their  tributaries, 
limited  to  those  rivers  and  tributaries  that  flow  throughout  the 
year.  This  bill  protects  the  riverfront  area,  within  200  feet  of 
the  edge  of  the  river  or  tributary.  This  bill  is  administered  by 
Conservation  Commissions.  Beginning  with  the  enactment  of  this 
legislation  in  august,  this  has  become  a  new  area  of  responsibility 
for  our  Conservation  Commission. 

The  Town's  largest,  and  most  challenging  in  terms  of  environmental 
review,  residential  development,  the  proposed  "Greystone  Estates" 
of  E.  Traywick  Realty  was  filed  with  the  Conservation  Commission  in 
1996.  The  project,  located  on  approximately  440  acres  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  Town,  includes  225  clustered  house  lots  on 
205  acres,  including  5  miles  of  new  roadway.  The  remaining  235 
acres  are  proposed  to  become  Town  land  and  allocated  to  various 
uses,  including  conservation  and  recreation.  8  acres  have  also  been 
set  aside  for  potential  new  school  and  fire  station  sites.  The 
proposed  design  represents  a  cooperative  effort  between  the 
developer  and  the  Town  Boards,  who  have  worked  successfully  towards 
enactment  of  zoning  bylaw  amendments  and  landswaps  to  allow  for 
such  an  open  space  residential  development  on  land  where  formerly 
only  conventional  residential  development  was  allowed  that  would 
not  have  protected  any  open  space  or  made  any  land  available  for 
municipal  use.  At  year's  end  the  Commission's  hearing  continued. 
Among  the  issues  of  primary  concern  is  protection  of  wildlife 
habitat  of  Species  of  Special  Concern  associated  with  some  of  the 
two  dozen  vernal  pools  identified  on  the  site.  A  major  issue  arose 
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towards  the  end  of  the  year  as  to  whether  that  portion  of  the  site 
identified  as  the  Gilson  Brook/Pond  area  on  the  site  was  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  State  River's  Bill  passed  in  August.  The 
other  major  issue  involved  assurance  that  the  proposed  stormwater 
drainage  management  system  could  function  as  designed,  and  in 
conformance  with  the  best  management  practices  available  to  assure 
protection  of  the  quality  of  surface  waters  and  wetlands  associated 
with  the  project. 

Similar  concerns  are  being  addressed  in  another  proposed  large 
subdivision,  the  65  lot  "Beaver  Brook  Estates"  Open  Space 
residential  development  of  R.M.  Hicks,  located  on  197  acres  east  of 
Beaver  Brook  Road  and  west  of  Beaver  Brook.  Cooperative  efforts 
with  the  developer  have  resulted  in  a  proposal  that  of  the  197 
acres,  approximately  140  acres  remain  as  open  space,  as  a 
combination  of  common  land  to  be  held  by  the  homeowners  of  the 
subdivision  and  municipally  owned  land.  In  addition  to  setting 
aside  significant  areas  of  open  space,  the  plan  has  been  evolving 
to  address  other  environmental  concerns,  including  protection  of 
endangered  species  habitat.  All  activity  (except  a  proposed  water 
line  crossing  over  Beaver  Brook  from  Buckingham  Drive)  has  been 
located  outside  the  Riverfront  Area  associated  with  Beaver  Brook  as 
established  under  the  Rivers  Bill  to  provide  protection  for  (among 
other  resources)  habitat  of  the  endangered  American  Bittern  and 
Least  Bittern.  Significant  no  disturb  areas  around  the  four  vernal 
pools  on  the  project  site  will  be  established  to  protect  the  Blue 
Spotted  Salamander,  which  is  listed  as  a  Species  of  Special 
Concern . 

The  Commission  completed  review  and  issued  Orders  of  Conditions  for 
six  residential  subdivisions  on  approximately  200  acres  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  majority  of  other  hearings  concerned 
construction  of  single  family  homes  or  additions  within  100  feet  of 
wetlands,  as  well  as  confirmation  of  wetlands  boundaries  on  land 
which  is  anticipated  to  be  developed. 

The  Commission  continued  to  monitor  the  many  construction  sites  in 
Town  for  compliance  with  its  requirements.  A  particularly  heavy 
rainstorm  in  October  was  considered  to  be  a  "100  year  storm", 
meaning  that  such  storms  are  100  years  apart  on  average.  The 
Commission  inspected  many  construction  sites  during  and  after  this 
storm,  and  was  generally  pleased  that  most  of  the  storm-water 
control  measures  that  had  been  approved  were  capable  of  protecting 
the  environment  during  this  event.  Studies  continue  at  "Lakeside 
Meadows"  toward  correcting  problems  with  the  stormwater  drainage 
control  system.  Groundwater  levels  in  the  field  have  not  conformed 
with  the  elevations  used  to  design  stormwater  retention  basins  and 
the  concern  is  that  the  required  level  of  mitigation  of  potential 
pollutant  loading  will  not  be  provided.  Several  tests  of  water 
quality  in  Shipley  Swamp  and  Lake  Nabnasset  have  shown  no  increase 
from  pre- development  conditions  to  date  in  levels  of  nitrates  and 
phosphorus,  although  slightly  elevated  levels  of  suspended  solids 
were  detected  following  the  "hundred  year  storm"  in  October.  Work 
in  the  most  sensitive  areas  of  the  site  remain  on  hold  until 
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studies  are  completed  and  necessary  remediation  accomplished. 

The  hundred  year  storm,  which  dropped  close  to  nine  inches  of  rain 
over  36  hours,  provided  a  tough  test  for  drainage  control  systems, 
but  the  Commission  was  heartened  that  in  most  cases  both  completed 
projects  and  projects  under  construction  held  up  well  and  wetlands 
were  by  and  large  protected  by  both  the  permanent  and  temporary 
measures  employed  on  the  sites. 

Construction  activity  was  at  a  high  level  throughout  the  year  and 
unfortunately,  the  Commission  observed  a  disturbing  trend  of  a 
number  of  contractors  either  ignoring  requirements  of  the 
Commission's  Orders  of  Conditions  or  changing  project  design 
without  consulting  with  the  Commission  as  legally  required.  The 
Commission  issued  nine  enforcement  orders  to  different  developers, 
resulting  in  significant  delays  in  their  projects.  The  most 
egregious  violation  occurred  on  the  site  of  the  Gutierrez  Company's 
West ford  Technology  Park  project,  where  a  subcontractor  ignored 
nearly  every  construction  management  requirement,  clearing  the 
entire  site  of  Buildings  5  and  8,  including  areas  meant  to  be 
preserved  as  wetlands  buffers  without  properly  following  any  of  the 
best  management  requirements  built  into  the  Order  of  Conditions. 
Work  was  delayed  for  several  weeks  and  a  $2,100.00  dollar  fine  was 
assessed,  in  addition  to  required  restoration  activities. 

1996  was  a  very  good  year  for  the  cause  of  open  space  protection. 
Planning/Conservation  Coordinator  William  Turner  won  approval  of 
seven  Ch.  184  Conservation  Restrictions,  which  will  provide 
permanent  protection  for  nearly  175  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
will  be  accessible  over  trail  easements.  The  largest  of  these  is 
associated  with  the  "Lakeside  Meadows"  subdivision,  which  protects 
over  68  acres  of  diverse  landscape,  including  open  fields,  forest 
and  frontage  along  Shipley  Swamp  and  Lake  Nabnasset .  The  Town  now 
holds  an  interest  in  over  40  conservation  restrictions  town  wide. 
Many  of  these  are  jointly  held  with  the  Westford  Conservation 
Trust,  a  private,  non-profit  group.  To  assure  a  consistent  approach 
to  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  these  restrictions,  the 
Conservation  Commission,  which  is  the  enforcing  agency  for  the 
Town,  finalized  an  agreement  with  the  Trust  regarding  a  mechanism 
for  joint  enforcement  and  resolution  of  disputes  regarding  proposed 
enforcement  procedures. 

Particularly  gratifying  during  the  course  of  the  year  was  Town 
Meeting  action  that  secured  preservation  of  two  of  the  few 
remaining  active  agricultural  lands  in  the  Town.  First,  the  Town 
acted  to  exercise  its  right  of  first  refusal  for  a  parcel  of  17.5 
acres  located  to  the  southwest  of  the  intersection  of  Graniteville 
and  Cold  Spring  roads.  In  addition  to  mature  upland  and  wetland 
forest,  this  highly  visible  site  contains  an  8  acre  agricultural 
field,  used  in  recent  years  to  grow  pumpkins  and  a  popular  site  for 
"pick  your  own  pumpkin"  hay  wagon  rides.  This  area  has  been  in 
continuous  agricultural  use  for  nearly  as  long  as  the  town  has 
existed  and  was  perhaps  an  important  site  as  well  for  native 
Americans.  The  cooperative  effort  of  Town  Boards  and  citizen  groups 
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reflects  the  fact  that  this  parcel  is  an  important  component  in  the 
remaining  rural  appearance  of  the  town  and  a  natural,  historical 
and  cultural  resource  of  great  importance.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  agricultural  use  will  continue  as  in  the  past,  and  that  walking 
trails  linked  to  other  adjacent  Town  land  will  be  established. 
Through  the  efforts  of  a  Commission  subcommittee  headed  by  member 
Christie  Williams,  the  Town  was  successful  in  winning  a  $160,000.00 
grant  from  the  State's  Self  Help  Program  to  help  offset  the 
$549,000.00  purchase  price. 

A  very  popular  and  highly  visible  part  of  the  historical  fabric  of 
the  Town  was  assured  protection  when  Fall  Town  Meeting  voted  to 
purchase  the  development  rights  from  Keith  and  Nanci  Bohne  for  the 
apple  orchard  land  at  their  Drew's  Farm  stand  east  of  Boston  Road, 
just  off  the  exit  from  Route  495.  This  will  assure  the  preservation 
of  a  critical  part  of  the  landscape  important  for  maintaining  the 
character  of  the  Town,  which  has  been  identified  by  the  citizens  of 
the  Town  as  a  high  priority  during  the  Master  Plan  update  process . 

Another  important  parcel  of  13  acres  with  over  275  feet  of  frontage 
on  Old  Lowell  Road  was  acquired  by  donation  from  Catalog  Realty 
Trust.  In  addition  to  enhancing  protection  of  very  important 
watershed  and  wildlife  values  in  the  southern  part  of  Town,  this 
donation  assures  preservation  of  the  look  and  feel  of  the  last 
undeveloped  portion  of  this  officially  designated  Scenic  Roadway 
between  Carlisle  Road  and  Sequoia  Road.  Last  but  not  least,  the 
Commission  worked  cooperatively  with  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Corporation  to  purchase  4 . 5  acres  of  land  located  south  of  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Right  of  Way  running  southwesterly  from 
Bridge  Street  along  the  Mill  Pond  Section  of  Stony  Brook  for  1,250 
feet.  In  addition  to  providing  protection  for  the  nearby  historic 
Arch  Bridge  and  the  outstanding  wildlife  habitat  of  the 
Commission's  Russell  Bird  Sanctuary,  this  acquisition  assures  that 
the  magnificent  vista  of  mature  white  pine  and  white  oak  forest 
along  the  banks  of  Stony  Brook  visible  from  Bridge  St.  will  be 
preserved  for  posterity. 

The  purchase  price  for  the  B&M  land  of  $25,000.00  was  paid  from  the 
Town's  Conservation  Fund.  This  fund,  which  has  been  established 
pursuant  to  the  Chapter  40,  Section  8c  of  Massachusetts  state  law, 
has  played  and  continues  to  play  an  important  role  in  the  Town's 
acquisition  of  open  space  lands.  It  is  the  only  readily  available 
source  for  funding  of  the  various  expenses  that  are  required  for 
land  transactions,  including  such  things  as  surveys,  appraisals  and 
title  searches.  Because  the  availability  of  land  is  unpredictable, 
it  has  been  a  critical  factor  in  the  ability  of  the  Town  to  respond 
quickly  when  land  does  become  available.  This  was  very  critical  in 
the  case  of  the  100+  acre  Farmer's  Parcel  off  Groton  Road  acquired 
several  years  ago,  where  a  sizable  deposit  was  necessary  to  hold 
the  land  until  the  Town  was  able  to  approve  funding  of  the 
purchase.  This  land  will  now  provides  beneficial  use  to  many 
different  departments,  including  the  Recreation  Department,  which 
has  designed  an  outstanding  multi-use  facility  for  most  of  the 
site.  Other  portions  of  the  parcel  have  been  allocated  to  the 


123 


housing  authority,  Cemetery  Commission  and  Water  Department,  as 
well  as  the  Conservation  Commission. 

The  last  appropriation  from  Town  meeting  to  the  Conservation  Fund 
was  in  1986  in  the  amount  of  $121,000.00.  Since  then,  that  fund  has 
been  used  to  assist  in  the  acquisition  of  over  160  acres  of  land 
for  open  space  purposes,  (a  summary  of  the  use  of  this  Town  fund 
since  1986  is  attached  as  an  appendix  to  this  report.)  By  now  the 
fund  balance  is  approximately  $20,000.00.  Because  of  the  importance 
of  having  sufficient  resources  in  this  fund  available  for  open 
space  acquisition  to  meet  the  goals  established  by  the  Master  Plan 
update,  the  Commission  is  requesting  an  appropriation  of  $50,000.00 
to  restore  the  resource  and  we  would  urge  the  everyone  to  attend 
Town  meeting  to  support  this  important  program. 

As  always,  the  accomplishments  which  are  so  successfully  guiding 
Westford  into  the  21st  century  with  a  meaningful  repository  of  its 
natural  and  historical  heritage  intact  are  the  result  of  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  of  many  unpaid  citizen  volunteers.  A 
particularly  important  accomplishment  was  achieved  by  the  Master 
Plan  Implementation  Committee's  Environment  Subcommittee  in 
completing  and  gaining  Fall  Town  Meeting  approval  of  a  new 
Comprehensive  Water  Resource  Protection  Bylaw.  The  most  critical 
areas  for  the  Town's  water  supply  have  been  identified  and  use  and 
permitting  regulations  established  to  assure  the  integrity  of  this 
irreplaceable  resource . 

We  salute  these  and  the  other  individuals  who  have  so  selflessly 
devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of  the  preservation  and  protection 
of  the  Town's  critical  environmental  needs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Douglas  C.  Deschenes,  Chairman 
Eric  Fahle,  Vice  Chairman 
Paula  Fischetti 
Margaret  Wheeler 
William  H.  Harman  III 
Christie  Williams 
George  Fletcher 
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APPENDIX,  WESTFORD  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1996 

Summary:  Land  acquisition  expenditures  since  1986  in  support  of 
Open  Space  Purposes  from  Conservation  Fund: 

(Starting  Balance  in  1986  approximately  $268,000.00) 

1991:  Slifer  Land,  Keyes  Pond  (28  Acres)  (approx.  $103,000.00) 

1991:  Cameron  School  Grounds  (Survey  Costs)  (2.7  Acres) (approx. 

$1,000.) 

1992:  Farmer  Parcel,  Groton  Road  (105.5  Acres)  ($50,000.00) 

1993:  Wayside  Crossing  Parcel,  Woodbury  Drive  (with  Massachusetts 
Audubon)  (19.8  Acres)  ($50,000.00) 

1995:  Milot  Parcel,  Stony  Brook  (3.6  Acres)  ($20,000.00) 

1996:  B&M  Parcel,  Stony  Brook  (4.6  Acres)  (approx.  $25,000.00) 

1996:  East  Boston  Camps  Stony  Brook  and  Depot  Road:  (Appraisal  of 
property  in  anticipation  of  possible  future  Town  involvement 
in  preservation  of  all  or  portions  of  the  property) : 
($6,500.00) 

1996:  Day  Property  (Pumpkin  Field) ,  Graniteville  Road,  (17.6  Acres) 
($4,450.00) 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING 


CAMERON  SENIOR  CENTER 

The  Westford  Council  on  Aging  is  located  at  the  ADA  handicap  accessible  former 
Cameron  School,  20  Pleasant  Street,  now  named  the  Cameron  Senior  Center.  If  you 
have  not  had  the  occasion  to  visit  us  please  drop  in.  We  opened  our  doors  in  June  1994. 

PURPOSE 

The  Council  on  Aging  was  established  on  March  11,  1 967,  pursuant  to  Chapter  40 
Section  8B  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  to  provide  services,  advocacy  and 
information  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  all  Westford  residents  who  are  60  years  of 
age  and  older.  The  CO  A  is  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

MISSION 

The  mission  of  the  Westford  COA  is  to  promote  the  physical,  emotional,  and  economic 
well-being  of  older  adults  and  to  promote  their  participation  in  all  aspects  of  community 
life. 

The  Cameron  Senior  Center  is  a  community  focal  point  where  older  adults  come  together 
for  services  and  activities  that  reflect  their  experience  and  skills,  respond  to  their  diverse 
needs  and  interests,  enhance  their  dignity,  support  their  independence,  and  encourage 
their  involvement  in  and  with  the  center  and  community. 

STAFFING 

Presently  the  Council  on  Aging  has  two  Town  supported  employees:  a  full-time  Elder 
Services  Director  and  a  half-time  Senior  Aide.  Joanne  Sheehan  completed  her  fourth  full 
year  as  Elder  Services  Director.  Livia  DeMarino  has  been  our  exemplary  Senior  Aide  for 
thirteen  years.  The  Senior  Center  has  two  part-time  employees  supported  by  the  Town. 
Gene  Salovitch,  custodian  and  maintenance  person,  has  taken  Cameron  into  his  capable 
hands  and  done  an  outstanding  job.  Marjorie  Flunter,  is  in  her  second  year  on  our  staff  as 
the  receptionist.  Maijorie  is  a  tremendous  asset  offering  telephone  coverage  at  the  senior 
center  along  with  bank  deposits,  program  registrations,  statistic  compilation  and 
coordination  of  various  activities  at  the  senior  center. 

Kathleen  Brown  and  Gladys  Workman  joined  us  in  1995  as  members  of  the  elder  service 
staff  and  are  part-time  senior  aides  funded  by  a  federal  program  ,  administered  by  Elder 
Service  of  the  Merrimack  Valley.  Gertrude  Membrino  an  active  volunteer  joined  us  at  the 
front  desk  from  the  Elder  Service  Corp  volunteer  program. 

June  Levasseur  is  in  her  second  year  as  manager  of  the  meals  on  wheels  and  congregate 
lunch  program.  Roland  Tousignant  a  familiar  face  at  Cameron  is  the  site  aide  at  the 
Nutrition  program  and  performs  various  tasks  for  the  center  which  are  funded  by  an 
Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs  formula  grant  Viola  Healy,  Mary  Sudak  and  Kathleen 
Brown  are  the  outstanding  meals-on  wheels  drivers  Connie  Perry,  stepped  down  as  a 
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meals-on-wheels  driver  this  year  and  we  wish  her  well  for  her  many  years  of  outstanding 
service. 

Hazel  Evans  has  continued  on  as  a  volunteer  providing  birthday  greetings  from  the  White 
House  to  those  who  have  reached  there  eightieth  birthday.  She  also  continues  to  contact 
seniors  who  have  turned  sixty  and  makes  them  aware  of  our  services. 

Our  senior  companion  program  is  federally  funded  by  Community  Teamwork,  Inc.  and 
provides  us  with  the  service  of  Dorothy  Lorentzen,  Ena  Hopkins,  Margaret  Tebbetts 
and  Millie  DeMattia.  These  ladies  are  a  vital  link  to  the  community  for  the  many  people 
they  serve.  Senior  Companions  do  a  fine  job  visiting  and  communicating  with  homebound 
elders  in  Westford.  Dorothy  Lorentzen  retired  from  this  program  after  many  years  of 
service.  Her  contributions  were  plentiful  and  are  remembered  daily.  Millie  DeMattia, 
transferred  her  assignment  but  continues  to  be  an  active  volunteer  at  Cameron. 

Foster  Grandparents  provide  services  to  children  in  the  Westford  Schools.  Our  six  Foster 
Grandparents  are  Irene  Diette,  Laurette  Simard,  Sabina  Coleman,  Mary  Nugent,  Irene 
Sylvian  and  Rita  Haley.  Fourteen  elders  donated  hours  to  the  Retired  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  serving  Westford  Rehabilitation  and  Nursing  Center,  Cameron  Senior  Center 
and  the  Merrimack  Valley  Nutrition  Program. 

SHINE  certified  volunteer  Dorothy  Hall  and  COA  Director  Joanne  Sheehan  continue  to 
provide  elders  with  one-on-one  counseling  specific  to  Medicare,  which  may  include  filing 
a  claim  of  appeal,  providing  referral  information,  identifying  additional  public  benefit 
programs  on  the  clients  behalf  and  directing  clients  to  appropriate  agencies.  Dorothy  is 
the  ultimate  in  volunteers  who  along  with  Joanne  do  the  intake  application  on  all  Town  of 
Westford  fuel  applications. 

Money  Managers,  Lynne  Gill  and  Angela  Russell  are  certified  and  trained  as  volunteers 
to  provide  free  service  to  assist  low-income  elders  who  are  having  difficulty  writing 
checks  and  managing  their  money.  Money  managers  are  bonded  and  can  be  used  as  a  bill 
payer  service  or  representative  payee  service. 

Tax  Counseling  continues  to  be  provided  to  the  Elders  in  Westford  by  the  dedicated 
volunteer  Everett  Clement.  Everett  is  available  to  assist  you  during  the  months  of  January 
through  April. 

The  Westford  Community  Food  Pantry  which  is  available  to  all  Westford  residents  and 
housed  at  the  Senior  Center.  The  pantry  volunteers  also  deliver  groceries  to  the  Westford 
homebound.  Thanks  to  the  hard  work  of  volunteers  JoAnn  Simon,  Mary  Gallant,  Jane 
Doescher,  Pat  Gallo,  Linda  Maguire,  Richard  Severyn,  Norman  St.Onge,  Annette 
Cerullo,  Elwin  Bagley,  Chuck  VanLandeghem,  Jim  Hunter,  Linda  Newhard,  Loretta 
Tousignant,  Antoinette  Cairns  and  the  Westford  Newcomers  and  Friends.  The  Kiwanis 
along  with  local  businesses  and  residents  have  given  tremendous  support  to  the  Food 
Pantry.  A  Project  Bread  grant  was  approved  to  continue  to  meet  the  food  pantries' 
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increased  demand.  Thank  you  to  all  of  the  volunteers  who  pick  up  and  deliver  the 
donated  food  along  with  the  staff  who  continue  to  pitch  in  where  ever  needed  A  Project 
Bread  grant  has  been  applied  for  to  continue  to  service  our  needs. 

The  Council  on  Aging  administers  for  the  Selectmen  a  Senior  Tax  Work  Program.  This 
enables  a  limited  number  of  Westford  Seniors  to  give  of  there  special  talents  a  maximum 
of  100  volunteer  hours  to  the  school  or  Town  and  in  return  they  receive  a  $500.  credit  on 
their  tax  bill.  Applications  are  available  at  the  Cameron  Senior  Center. 

Formula  Grant  funding  from  the  Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs  has  provided  us  funds 
to  enhance  our  nutrition  services  and  postage  for  our  monthly  newsletter.  A  Title  III 
Regional  Grant  funded  silverware  and  corning  ware  dishes  for  the  congregate  meal  site. 
The  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  funded  the  entertainment  for  our  annual  Gay  90's 
luncheon,  the  impersonator  at  our  first  volunteer  recognition  party  and  entertainment  at 
the  holiday  social..  We  have  secured  $1,000.  in  grants  from  the  Cultural  Council  for  next 
year  in  the  area  of  Arts  and  entertainment.  Massachusetts  Governor's  Committee  on 
Physical  Fitness  and  Sports  funded  a  T'ai  Chi  project. 

OUTREACH 

One  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  COA  is  to  assist  elders  with  problems,  questions  and 
difficult  situations.  The  Council  has  an  Elder  Services  Director  ,  Senior  Aides  and 
volunteers  who  can  provide  assistance,  information  and  referral  services  to  elders  needing 
help  with  social  security,  insurance,  housing,  public  assistance,  nutrition,  transportation, 
fuel  assistance,  etc.  Outreach  assistance  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or  visiting  Cameron 
Senior  Center.  Home  visits  may  be  arranged  by  appointment. 

REFERRAL 

The  Elder  Service  Director  can  assist  elders  and  their  families  in  referring  them  to  services 
offered  through  the  COA.  Such  referrals  can  include: 

Home  Care  Services:  to  assist  older  adults  to  remain  in  their  own  home. 
Eligibility  guidelines  are  based  on  age,  need  and  financial  circumstances. 
Services  include:  case  management,  chores,  emergency  shelter, 
homemaker,  home  health  aide,  personal  care  and  protective  services. 

Adult  Day  Care:  Includes  adult  day  health  and  social  day  care. 

*  Alcohol  Treatment 
Alzheimer's  Disease 

*  Suicide  Prevention 
Nursing  Home  Placement 

*  Hospice  Programs 

*  Parkinson  Support  Group 

*  Women's  Support  Group 
Tax  Work  Program 

*  Bereavement  Group 
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NUTRITION 

The  COA  sponsors  the  following  programs: 

*  Congregate  Meals:  congregate  meals  are  available  five  days  a  week  at  the 
Cameron  Senior  Center.  The  cost  is  $1 .25  per  meal,  and  you  must  call 
two  days  in  advance.  The  number  is  692  -  4480.  June  Levasseur  is  the  on¬ 
site  manager  of  the  Merrimack  Valley  Nutrition  Project. 

*  Home-Delivered  Meals:  this  program  is  federally  funded  to  provide  hot 
meals,  five  days  a  week,  to  homebound  elder  Westford  residents.  A 
limited  number  of  weekend  frozen  meals  are  available.  Cost  is  $1 .25  per 
meal:  call  the  Senior  Center  for  more  information  and  referral. 

*  Food  Pantry:  no  requirements  to  be  met  to  receive  food.  The  sole  purpose 
is  to  help  any  family  or  single  person  in  need.  Food  Pantry  hours  for  pick 
up  are  3rd  Monday  1-3:30,  3rd  Wednesday  and  the  3rd  Thursday  8:30  - 
11:30. 

*  A  United  Way  grant  provides  an  additional  bag  of  groceries  to  67  Westford 
elders  once  a  year. 

*  Holiday  food  baskets  are  provided  to  eligible  Seniors  through  the  generous 
support  of  St.  Catherine's,  Westford  Police  Association  and  many  local 
businesses,  residents,  churches  and  youth  groups. 

*  The  Kiwanis  hosted  a  St.  Patrick's  Dinner,  for  Seniors  at  the  Cameron 
Senior  Center. 

*  The  Women's  League  offered  to  host  the  Holiday  Tea  and  Trim-A-Tree 
Social  in  December. 

*  American  Legion  Post  159  and  the  Firefighters  auxiliary  hosted  a  ham  & 
bean  supper  at  the  Franco  -  American  Club. 


HEALTH 

The  following  health  services  are  available  to  Westford  elders: 

*  Adult  Maintenance  Clinic:  2nd  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  Roudenbush 
Community  Center. 

*  File  of  Life  Kits:  available  from  the  Senior  Center  and  funded  by  the 
Westford  Police  Association. 

*  Well  Elder  Clinic:  sponsored  by  the  Lowell  Visiting  Nurse  Association  -  at 
elderly  housing  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month  from  2-4  PM  and 
Cameron  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month  8-10  AM. 

*  Flu  and  Pneumonia  Vaccines,  available  in  the  Fall. 

*  Hearing  Tests:  available  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  Roudenbush. 

*  Podiatry  Clinic:  3rd  Wednesday  of  every  other  month  at  Cameron, 
appointments  necessary. 

*  Medical  Equipment:  the  Senior  Center  has  available  for  borrow  such  items 
as  wheelchairs,  walkers,  commodes,  canes,  crutches,  hospital 

beds,  etc. 

*  SHINE  counseling 
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CAMERON  SENIOR  CENTER  ACTIVITIES 
The  Senior  Center  offers  the  following  activities: 

*  Speakers:  guest  speakers  address  topics  such  as  the  health  care  proxy, 
financial  planning,  estate  planning,  homestead  act.  fitness,  etc. 

*  Activities:  bridge,  aerobics,  strength  training,  crafts,  T'ai  Chi,  ceramics, 
clay  and  pottery,  bingo,  pool  tables,  movies,  whist,  country  line  dancing, 
investment  club,  train  club,  painting,  library,  drop-ins  and  other  similar 
activities  on  an  on-going  basis. 

*  Instruction  is  on  going  in  the  areas  of  aerobics,  crafts,  art  media,  strength 
training,  whist,  investments,  along  with  quilting  and  rug  hooking.  New  this 
year  are  ceramics,  clay  and  pottery,  and  watercolors. 

*  Support  Groups:  the  Center  offers  support  groups  and  referrals 
throughout  the  year  in  areas  such  as  Money  Management,  Alzheimer's 
Disease,  Parkinson's,  depression,  living  with  cancer,  etc. 

*  Trips:  the  COA  supported  thirteen  trips  this  year  to  museums,  theaters, 
and  shows  along  with  special  events,  luncheons,  socials, 

evening  hours  and  such  activities  as  the  Walk  for  Elders  and 
Nutrition. 

*  Drop-In  Center:  the  Center  is  open  and  staffed  Monday  through  Friday 
from  8  AM  to  4  PM  for  people  who  care  to  drop  in  and  visit.  Cameron  is 
open  for  activities  on  Thursday  6:30  -  9:30  PM.,  Wednesday  evenings  for 
the  train  club  and  some  Sunday  afternoons. 

*  Senior  Citizen  identification  cards  may  be  picked  up  at  Cameron. 

*  Thrift  and  Gift  shop  is  now  open  Monday  through  Friday  8-4. 

*  Money  management 

*  Bookmobile 

*  Tax  assistance 

Middlesex  train  club  meets  at  Cameron  every  Wednesday,  7:30-  10  PM 
RESPITE  CARE 

The  respite  care  program  provides  supervisory  care  and  attention  to  isolated  and/or 
convalescent  elders  to  allow  family  a  time  of  relief  from  daily  routine.  Call  25 1  -  8491  for 
more  information. 

LEGAL  SERVICES 

The  COA  can  refer  you  for  assistance  with  legal  issues  such  as  consumer  protection, 
evictions,  food  stamps  and  other  similar  problems.  Attorney  Leslie  Madge  provides  a  free 
private  consultation  with  Westford  seniors  bi-monthly  at  Cameron  For  a  confidential 
appointment  call  692-5523. 

WHIST  AT  ROUDENBUSH 

Roudenbush  Community  Center  offers  Whist  on  Thursday  mornings  from  9AM  to  Noon 
GOLDEN  AGE  CLUB  OF  WESTFORD 
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A  social  and  recreational  club  for  elders  that  meets  the  last  Monday  of  the  month  at  the 
Franco  American  Club. 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  CAMERON  SENIOR  CENTER 

The  Friends  of  the  Cameron  Senior  Center,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit  corporation  formed  to  raise 
funds,  for  our  Senior  Center  in  lieu  of  funds  from  local  or  state  Government. 

LONG  RANGE  PLANS 

The  COA  is  completing  the  rehabilitation  of  the  former  Cameron  School  into  a  Senior 
Center.  The  Cameron  was  air  conditioned  in  1996  and  funds  were  appropriated  to 
expand  the  parking  lot.  Future  plans  include  the  Council  addressing  areas  of 
transportation,  Cameron  roof,  and  minor  exterior  and  interior  senior  center 
enhancements. 

THANK  YOU 

The  COA  remains  dedicated  to  addressing  the  needs  of  the  elderly  in  Westford.  In 
addition  to  the  staff  the  COA  would  like  to  thank  those  individuals  who  have  volunteered 
their  services  to  the  Council  on  Aging.  We  would  also  like  to  express  our  thanks  publicly 
to  the  following  Town  Departments  and  Committees  along  with  all  the  Clubs, 
Organizations  and  Businesses  for  their  continued  support  and  cooperation:  Fire,  Health, 
Highway,  Library,  Police,  Recreation,  Recycling,  Roudenbush,  Schools,  Selectmen, 
Town  Manager  and  Water.  American  Legion  Post  #159,  Scouts,  Elks,  Franco- 
American,  Veterans  Post  #6539,  Friends  of  the  Cameron  Senior  Center,  Golden  Age, 
Hidden  Valley  Home  and  Garden  Club,  Women's  Club,  Kiwanis,  Newcomers  &  Friends, 
Westford  Garden  and  the  Cultural  Council,  St.  Catherine's  ,  St.  Marks  United  Methodist 
and  First  Parish  Churchesand  representative  Geoff  Hall.  Thank  you  each  and  everyone. 
Without  the  help  of  organizations.  Town  Departments  and  individuals  aforementioned, 
we  would  be  unable  to  furnish  the  many  services  available  to  the  seniors  of  Westford. 

Respectfully  Submitted. 

Joanne  Sheehan,  Elder  Services  Director 

The  Council  on  Aging 
Richard  McNeil,  Chairman 
Cecilia  A.  Healy,  Vice  Chairman 
Robert  Tierney,  Secretary 
Judy  Bartlett 
Jerry  Berkowitz 
Helena  M.  Crocker 
Mary  E.  Smith 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


I  can’t  believe  it’s  already  been  16  months  since  my  appointment  as  Chief,  so  many  new  and 
exciting  things  have  happened.  I  would  like  to  begin  by  thanking  retired  Chief  George  Rogers 
for  the  solid  foundation  he  built  this  department  to,  for  his  wisdom,  thoughts  and  all  of  his  help 
during  the  past  year  and  a  half,  I  am  truly  grateful.  To  the  many  fire  chiefs  in  the  area,  thank  you 
for  your  invaluable  assistance.  July  brought  the  retirement  of  Deputy  Chief  George  Fletcher,  his 
assistance  through  my  first  six  months  and  budget  was  outstanding  and  supportive,  he  has  stood 
behind  me  110%.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  and  it  makes  me  wonder  if  everyone  realizes 
George’s  dedication  to  this  department  as  well  as  the  community.  Deputy  Chief  Fletcher’s 
replacement,  David  Woitowicz  comes  from  the  Forge  Village  section  of  town.  David  is  well 
respected  by  everyone  on  the  department  and  has  a  well  rounded  background.  David  has  played 
an  instrumental  role  over  the  past  months  helping  me  with  the  entire  operations  of  the 
department,  thank  you  David. 


Where  We  Are 

We  are  primarily  a  call  department  consisting  of  four  stations.  The  Center  station  is  a  call  station 
that  is  staffed  with  4  full-time  people  per  shift  24-hours  a  day.  Our  mission  is  to  provide  the  best 
possible  service  and  keep  the  response  time  to  a  minimum,  which  can  have  its  challenges  in  such 
a  rapid  growing  community.  New  changes  in  technology  has  introduced  us  to  large  diameter 
hose.  This  4'’  hose  is  now  in  service  in  75%  of  the  department  and  we  hope  to  be  100% 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  This  hose  provides  us  with  a  much  better  water  supply  which 
uses  less  energy  and  saves  on  our  pumping  equipment  as  well  as  making  it  easier  for  other 
communities  to  provide  mutual  aid.  We  have  also  recently  put  into  service  our  new  air  packs 
which  brings  a  new  level  of  safety  for  the  firefighters. 

In  addition  to  the  new  equipment,  we  have  brought  a  new  training  program  to  the  department 
that  will  help  the  call  personnel  keep  up  their  skills  by  providing  training  programs  in  town.  One 
major  training  course  that  we  have  added  in  house  is  the  Firefighter  I/ll  certification  class  taught 
by  trained  members  of  the  department.  28  men  and  women  have  gone  through  this  vigorous 
training,  giving  up  full  weekends  for  16-20  hours  for  10  months  with  no  compensation.  This 
training  will  allow  them  to  become  certified  at  the  state  level  and  to  better  themselves  as  well  as 
our  community.  No  other  community  has  been  able  to  accomplish  this  great  task  and  we  have 
become  a  model  for  other  communities  trying  to  train  their  personnel.  A  special  thanks  goes  out 
to  David  O'Keefe,  the  training  officer,  and  his  staff  of  instructors  for  a  job  well  done! 

We  have  also  had  the  opportunity  to  apply  for  our  first  grant  (not  many  grants  are  available  to 
fire  departments),  which  will  allow  us  to  educate  school  children  on  fire  prevention  and  also 
educate  them  on  the  hazards  of  smoking.  We  were  successful  in  obtaining  a  grant  for  $5,500.00 
thanks  to  the  combined  efforts  of  Bill  Stone  and  Jim  Barrett 
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Where  are  we  going 


We  have  a  community  that  is  growing  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  it  is  hard  to  catch  our  breath.  As 
we  struggle  with  the  surge  of  growth,  we  must  focus  our  energy  on  keeping  our  call  personnel 
involved  in  all  aspects  of  the  department  through  training  and  education  and  by  providing  them 
with  better  equipment,  enhancing  their  safety  on  the  fire  and  training  ground.  The  call 
personnel’s  dedication  and  our  need  to  have  them  will  serve  the  community  for  years  to  come.  It 
can  be  difficult  at  times  to  have  call  members  available  because  of  the  demands  of  their 
professional  and  personal  lives,  it  is  therefore  that  we  must  balance  this  and  supplement  them 
with  permanent  personnel  to  maintain  the  level  of  service  that  we  have  all  become  accustomed 
to. 

We  need  to  also  focus  on  our  fire  equipment.  In  1968  during  budget  preparations,  the  board  of 
fire  engineers,  selectmen  and  finance  committee  decided  on  a  3  year  equipment  replacement 
program.  This  program  was  designed  to  replace  one  of  the  eight  major  pieces  of  apparatus  every 
three  years  giving  us  a  good  rotation  of  equipment  over  a  25  year  period,  it  is  very  important  to 
stay  with  this  program.  Currently  as  we  peak  at  our  first  25  year  cycle,  we  had  to  replace  one 
vehicle  before  it's  25  year  cycle  due  to  safety  reasons  pushing  other  apparatus  behind  their 
schedule  replacement  date  and  we  are  currently  trying  to  replace  a  29  year  old  vehicle  in 
Nabnasset. 


Facilities 

After  the  replacement  of  the  Nabnasset  vehicle,  comes  the  replacement  of  a  27  year  old  vehicle 
in  Graniteville  which  brings  the  need  to  look  at  the  housing  for  the  new  equipment.  The 
replacement  equipment  for  Graniteville  will  not  be  able  to  be  housed  in  the  current  station  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  newer  equipment  is  larger  than  the  equipment  of  25  years  ago.  It  will  not  fit  in 
the  current  facility  without  major  renovations.  The  Graniteville  and  Forge  Village  stations  were 
built  in  the  1940’s  and  because  of  their  deficiencies,  a  town  wide  building  and  facilities  plan  was 
submitted  in  1994  which  recommended  incorporating  the  Graniteville  and  Forge  Village  stations 
into  a  new  single  facility  located  at  the  town  farm  property.  I  feel  that  this  is  the  correct  course 
of  action  to  take  and  at  this  time  we  should  seriously  look  at  moving  forward  with  plans  for  this 
facility.  It  would  be  difficult  to  purchase  a  new  vehicle  knowing  that  it  would  not  fit  in  the 
current  building.  Long  term  facility  needs  would  be  the  addition  of  space  allocated  to  the  Center 
station,  an  addition  to  the  Nabnasset  station  in  the  next  ten  years  and  a  new  substation  in  the 
Parker  Village  section  of  town. 
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Many  Thanks 


To  the  townspeople  for  your  support  of  myself  and  the  department.  This  department  can  not  be 
successful  without  the  tremendous  show  of  support  from  the  townspeople,  I  may  be  the 
messenger  for  the  department,  but  it  is  you  who  ultimately  decides  the  level  of  service  and 
protection  for  our  community  and  I  thank  you  for  your  continued  support.  To  my  wife  Kathy, 
my  sincere  love  and  gratitude  for  your  unselfish  giving  of  time  acting  as  my  secretary,  the  many 
lost  weekends  working  on  budgets,  meetings,  etc.,  receiving  nothing  for  all  that  time  while 
pursuing  your  own  career.  Thank  you  for  always  being  there  for  me  after  those  long  days.  Most 
of  all,  to  the  members  of  the  department,  many  things  can  be  said  for  the  men  and  women  of  this 
department,  your  loyal  dedication  and  commitment  to  the  community  is  extraordinary.  So  much 
of  your  valuable  time  is  given  to  this  department  and  you  should  take  great  pride  in  your 
accomplishments.  To  the  veterans  of  the  department,  thank  you  for  giving  your  extra  time  and 
training  skills  to  the  new  members.  To  our  new  members,  you  can  accomplish  any  goals  you  set 
for  yourself.  Each  and  every  member  plays  an  important  role  in  this  department.  No  matter  how 
medial  the  task  might  seem  it  is  this  teamwork  approach  that  makes  us  the  professionals  we  are. 
Your  support  for  me  over  the  last  16  months  will  help  us  meet  the  future  needs  of  the  department 
for  the  years  to  come.  Keep  up  the  outstanding  work! 

Thank  you, 

Richard  Rochon,  Fire  Chief 
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WESTFORD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  CALLS  1996 


Alarm  Co.  Calls .  37 

Requests  for  ALS .  384 

Ambulance .  945 

Assistance .  36 

Appliance .  16 

Boiler  Problem  .  6 

Box  Alarms .  220 

Brush  and  Grass .  38 

Carbon  Monoxide  Detector  .  61 

Chemical  Emergencies  .  4 

Chimney  .  9 

Complaints  .  2 

District  Six  Haz-Mat  Incidents  .  9 

Dog  Rescue .  1 

Downed  Wires  .  31 

Dumpsters . 2 

Electrical  Problems  .  9 

Gas  Grill .  1 

Gas  Leaks .  9 

House  Fire  Calls .  15 

Illegal  Burn .  22 

Lawn  Mower .  1 

Mailbox  .  2 

Mutual  Aid  In .  5 

Mutual  Aid  Out .  8 

Pool  Filter .  1 

Rescues  .  17 

Smoke  Det .  12 

Smoke  Investigation .  53 

Snowmobile  .  1 

System  Tests  .  45 

Tire  Pile .  1 

Trouble  Alarms  .  62 

Vehicle .  43 

Water  Problem .  45 

TOTAL  CALLS . 1719 

Agriculture  Burn .  5 

Blasts  Monitored  .  232 

Brush  Permits . 1343 

Delayed  Opening  .  2 

Emergency  Management  Activated  .  1 

Fire  Drills .  74 

Mutual  Aid  Amb.  In .  7 

Mutual  Aid  Amb.  Out .  9 

No  School .  4 

Snow  Shelters .  2 

Stations  Manned  .  4 

26B .  232 

26F .  299 


135 


MUTUAL  AID  1996 


Mutual  Aid  In 

Acton . 1  Amb 

Carlisle . 2  Eng 

Groton . 3  Amb 

Littleton . 2  Eng 

3  Amb 

Trinity . 1  Amb 

Tyngsboro . 1  Eng 

Mutual  Aid  Out 

Groton . 2  Eng 

1  Amb 

Littleton . 4  Eng 

8  Amb 

Tyngsboro . 2  Eng 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
1996  ANNUAL  REPORT 


In  1996,  the  Board  of  Health  workload  continued  to  increase.  The  growth  in  residential  and  commercial 
building  and  the  commensurate  increase  in  population  placed  increasing  demand  on  the  Board’s  resources, 
with  respect  to  both  environmental  and  health  care  services.  Through  efficient  allocation  of  these 
resources,  the  Board  was  able  to  maintain  the  same  level  of  health  services  as  provided  in  the  past.  It  has 
become  even  more  important  that  we  plan  wisely  to  accommodate  future  growth. 

The  Board  continued  to  work  with  the  Environmental  Task  Force  of  the  Master  Plan  Implementation 
Committee  in  carrying  out  the  environmental  proposals  put  forth  by  the  Town’s  Master  Plan. 

There  has  been  a  notable  personnel  change  in  the  Board  of  Health.  Ann  Vandal,  Department  Secretary,  as 
well  as  Office  Manager,  has  been  appointed  Tax  Collector  and  Pamela  -  Ross  Kung  ,  our  Food  Inspector, 
has  taken  a  new  position  in  the  Town  of  Brookline.  The  Board  thanks  them  for  their  many  years  of  service 
and  wishes  them  the  best  in  their  new  endeavors.  Beth  Paulauskas  has  been  hired  as  Board  of  Health 
Department  Secretary  and  Susan  Ford  has  been  hired  as  our  Food  Inspector. 

Following  the  Election  in  1996,  The  Westford  Board  of  Health  voted  to  organize  as  follows: 

Chairman  Louis  E.  Ashley 

Vice  Chairman  Anthony  Gemmellaro 

Secretary  Kevin  McCusker 

Members  Joseph  A.  Guthrie 

Patricia  Newell 

The  Board  of  Health  is  supported  by  the  following  positions: 

Director  of  Environmental  Services 
Director  of  Health  Care  Services/  Town  Nurse 
Assistant  Sanitarian 
Department  Secretary 

The  Board  of  Health  is  supported  by  the  following  part-time  positions: 

Substance  Abuse  Services  Coordinator 
Tobacco  Health  Educators  (2) 

Dental  Hygienist 
Animal  Inspector 
Small  Animal  Inspector 
Stable  Inspector 

DIRECTOR  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  REPORT 

Land  use  issues  and  development  continued  to  dominate  the  resources  of  the  Environmental  Services 
Division  of  the  Westford  Board  of  Health  in  1996.  There  were  185  new  housing  starts  during  this  year  as 
well  as  a  surge  in  commercial  development  in  the  Route  1 10  Corridor.  A  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  on 
the  250-lot  subdivision  known  as  Greystone  in  the  northeast  section  of  town.  A  similar  amount  of  time 
was  needed  for  a  65-70  lot  subdivision  known  as  Beaver  Brook  Estates.  The  staff  must  also  respond  to  the 
construction  of  the  approved  subdivisions  as  well  as  the  90  installations  of  repair  sewage  disposal  systems 
for  existing  homes. 
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Pamela  Ross-Kung,  our  food  inspector,  has  taken  a  new  position.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
wish  her  the  best  of  luck  in  her  new  position,  and  to  thank  her  for  her  years  of  dedication  to  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Susan  Ford  will  replace  Pamela  Ross-Kung  as  our  Food  Service  Inspector.  I  welcome  her  to  our  team  and 
look  forward  to  working  with  her  in  the  future. 

Food  Service  Inspection  remains  a  priority  to  the  Board  of  Health.  There  were  120  food  Service  Permits 
issued  in  1996.  Our  Food  Service  Program  must  adapt  in  order  to  reflect  this  increased  workload. 

John  Casey  has  been  certified  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  a  Registered  Sanitarian,  and 
continues  to  be  an  integral  part  of  our  team. 

Our  beaches  will  continue  to  be  tested  on  a  weekly  basis  from  mid-June  to  Labor  Day.  A  copy  of  the 
results  are  given  to  the  Recreation  Department  for  posting. 

It  appears  1997  will  present  the  usual  challenges  for  the  Westford  Board  of  Health  and  staff.  We  are 
determined  to  provide  the  level  of  services  which  the  town  has  come  to  expect,  and  look  forward,  with  the 
help  of  other  departments  and  boards,  to  insure  the  protection  of  our  community’s  environment,  and 
provide  guidance  for  associated  environmental  health  issues. 

DIRECTOR  OF  HEALTH  CARE  SERVICES  REPORT 

1996  was  a  very  busy  year  for  the  Department  of  Health  Services  due  to  the  increased  population  in 
Westford  coupled  with  new  state-wide  initiatives.  It  was  a  challenge  to  provide  for  the  increasing  number 
of  residents  who  are  using  our  services. 

For  our  Hepatitis  program,  we  offered  the  Hepatitis  B  immunization  series  at  a  reduced  cost.  We 
inoculated  over  600,  which  included  students  from  grade  7-12  ,  college  students  and  adults.  In  addition,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Westford  School  nurses,  we  provided  free  inoculations  to  nearly  two  hundred  6th 
graders  . 

Westford  was  among  the  first  communities  in  Massachusetts  to  expand  its  Hepatitis  program  to  the  entire 
community.  We  were  encouraged  by  the  response.  Beginning  next  year,  all  kindergarten  students  are 
required  to  have  the  Hepatitis  series. 

Over  the  last  decade,  the  number  of  residents  who  have  taken  advantage  of  our  flu  and  pneumonia  clinics 
has  increased  each  year.  In  1986,  220  received  the  flu  vaccine.  In  1996,  we  vaccinated  over  1800 
residents.  We  are  pleased  to  note  the  increasing  numbers  who  value  this  preventative  service. 

For  our  education  series  ,  we  offered  a  large  number  of  well-attended  seminars  on  topics  ranging  from 
A.D.D.  to  Thyroid  disease.  Our  generous  local  cable  TV  channel  taped  a  number  of  our  programs  and 
subsequently  broadcasted  them  for  repeat  viewing  .  Judging  by  the  number  of  calls  we  have  received 
from  those  who  have  watched  the  shows,  our  audience  is  increasing  significantly. 

We  continue  to  receive  funding  from  the  Department  of  Public  Health  for  our  tobacco  control  program. 
Our  two  dedicated  staff  members,  Mary  Brush  and  Pat  Y  ^n  ,  have  done  an  excellent  job  to  ensure 
compliance  to  our  local  regulations  and  to  educate  the  publi  a  the  dangers  of  smoking  and  environmental 
tobacco  smoke.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  oniy  one  establishment  sold  tobacco  to  minors  during  our  last 
compliance  check. 

We  are  working  diligently  to  ensure  that  local  restaurants  meet  new  venting  requirements  to  minimize 
customer  and  staff  exposure  to  second-hand  smoke.  Presently,  only  9  out  of  31  restaurants  still  allow 
smoking  in  a  controlled  setting  and  99%  of  local  businesses  enforce  a  total  smoking  ban.  With  continued 
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efforts  we  are  confident  that  our  local  and  state  incident  rates  for  smoking,  especially  for  our  youth,  will  be 
lower  than  national  rates. 

Joe  Greene  ,  our  Substance  Abuse  Services  Coordinator,  is  committed  to  work  with  all  segments  of  the 
population  to  reduce  substance  abuse  in  Westford.  Currently,  Joe  reaches  students,  residents  and  town 
employees  with  a  wide  range  of  services.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  Joe  applying  his  expertise  in  our 
community.  He  will  continue  to  work  closely  with  W.A.S.A.,  the  Schools  and  the  Police  Department. 

We  continue  to  offer  a  comprehensive  menu  of  services  including  communicable  disease  follow-up,  home 
visits  to  the  homebound,  clinic  services,  tuberculosis  testing  and  low  cost  mammogram  and  other 
screenings.  We  also  offer  a  dental  program  through  our  excellent  dental  hygienist,  Carol  Rosa. 

We  remain  dedicated  to  providing  the  highest  quality  health  care  and  to  meeting  the  daily  challenge  of 
designing  and  delivering  comprehensive  and  accessible  health  services  to  Westford  residents. 

We  thank  all  who  have  helped  us  achieve  our  goals  including  the  school  administration  and  school  nurses, 
area  health  care  providers,  town  departments,  local  businesses  and  community  organizations. 

ANIMAL  CONTROL 

Animal  Control  has  gone  through  several  changes  in  1996.  Animal  Control  Officer  George  Fletcher  retired 
and  was  replaced  by  Joseph  Lamb.  Also  new  to  the  department  is  a  new  patrol  vehicle  which  replaced  a 
10-year-old  pick-up  truck  with  over  100,000  miles  on  it.  Having  this  new  vehicle  will  help  insure  reliable 
response  time  to  citizens’  complaints  and  for  emergency  calls.  In  addition  to  the  new  vehicle,  some  other 
animal  rescue  and  containment  equipment  was  purchased  to  enable  easier,  safer  capture  of  both  wild  and 
domestic  animals.  Judi  Bassett  continues  to  provide  part-time  service  for  the  Animal  Control  Department 
and  is  available  for  most  after-hour  emergencies,  and  Bill  McMillan  continues  as  Stable  Inspector. 
Westford  also  continues  to  contract  out  animal  control  services  to  the  towns  of  Tyngsboro  and  Dunstable. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  INCOME  1996 


TYPE  OF  PERMIT  ISSUED 

AMOUNT 

Septic 

$16,775 

Installers 

3,440 

Haulers 

1,000 

Lot  Testing 

74,025 

Food  Service 

6,455 

Pump 

1,000 

Well 

1,140 

Pump  &  Well  Installers 

0 

Beach  &  Pool 

550 

Frozen  Desserts 

20 

Stabling/Piggery 

90 

Camping/Hotel/Motel 

150 

Cholesterol  Receipts 

67 

Immunizations 

196 

Lead  Testing  Receipts 

72 

Dental  Receipts 

295 

Tanning  Permits 

150 

Tobacco  Sale  Permits 

2,350 

Massage  Therapists 

300 

Massage  Establishment 

150 

Hepatitis  Receipts 

24,383 

TOTAL 

$132,608 
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CLINICS  &  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Campylobacter 

10 

Chicken  Pox 

61 

Salmonella 

7 

Flu  Inoculation 

1810 

Cryptosporidia 

2 

Pneumonia  Inoculation 

350 

Giardia 

9 

Tuberculosis  Testing 

36 

Hepatitis  A 

2 

Immunizations 

111 

Hepatitis  B 

3 

(MMr,  Td.  HIB) 

Hepatitis  B  Inoculation 

1025 

Hypertension  Screening 

936 

Home  Visits 

40 

Lead  Screening 

12 

Cholesterol  Screening 

19 

Mammograms 

23 

Well  Child  Clinic 

12 

DENTAL  HYGIENE  PROGRAM  1996 

Grade  2  - 

Clinic  Participants 

39 

Dental  Referrals 

3 

Orthodoctic  Referrals 

28 

Grade  4  - 

Clinic  Participants 

36 

Dental  Referrals 

5 

Orthodontic  Referrals 

19 

Grade  6  - 

Clinic  Participants 

28 

Dental  Referrals 

4 

Orthodontic  Referrals 

1 

Grade  5  (Dental  Screening  only) 

Abbot  15  participants 

1  dental  referral 
8  orthodontic  referrals 

Day  13  participants 

1  dental  referral 
14  orthodontic  referrals 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Louis  E.  Ashley 
Chairman 


Kevin  R.  Johnston,  R.S.  Sandy  Collins,  R.N.,  B.S.N. 

Director  of  Environmental  Services  Director  of  Health  Care  Services 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


I  am  pleased  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Highway  Department. 

The  following  work  was  done  by  the  Highway  Department  January  30,  1996 
through  January  31,  1997. 

TOWN  ROADS 

In  1996  8,181  tons  of  Bituminous  concrete  and  2,997  of  gravel  was  used 
for  repair  and  maintenance  of  Town  Roads. 

ROADS  RESURFACED 


The  following  streets  were  resurfaced  with  Bituminous  Concrete  or 
treated  stone  and  asphalt. 


Chip  Seal 
Treated  Stone 


Road 

So.  Yds. 

Road 

So.  Yds 

Hillside  Ave. 

5,670 

Blaisdell  Road 

1,576 

West  Street 

12,032 

Craig  Circle 

3,336 

Pierce  Ave. 

8,828 

Old  Lowell  Rd. 

23,521 

Cold  Spring  Rd. 

11,334 

Greenwood  Road 

1,655 

Tadmuck  Road 

5,734 

Griffin  Road 

13,399 

Lasallette  Rd. 

3,586 

Lowell  Road 

32,927 

Vose  Road 

1,842 

Stoneybrook  Rd. 

9,224 

Bituminous  Concrete 


Road  Tons 

Forge  Village  Rd.  3,900 

Prescott  Street  1,600 

DRAINAGE  TOWN  ROADS 


Providence  Road 
Old  Lowell  Road 
Dunstable  Road 
Forge  Village  Road 
Forge  Village  Road 
Gould  Road 
Tadmuck  Road 
Palace  Road 
Wing  Road 


Installed  1  leach  basin 

with  60  of  12"  perforated  pipe 

Installed  1  leach  basin 

with  60'  of  12"  perforated  pipe 

Replaced  culvert  pipe  with 

30'  of  24"  arch  pipe 

Replaced  culvert  pipe  with 

40 '  of  36"  pipe 

Installed  3  leach  basins  and 

700'  of  12"  pipe 

Replaced  culvert  pipe  with 

two  24"  30'  pipes 

Installed  leach  basin  and 

260'  of  12"  pipe 

Installed  leach  basin  and 

220'  of  12"  pipe 

Installed  1  culvert 


BETTERMENTS 


Tower  Road  and  Maple  Road  construction  to  upgrade  the  roadway  from  dirt 
to  pavement,  was  90%  complete  in  the  fall  of  '96.  Drain  structures 
were  installed  with  cleanup  to  be  completed  in  the  spring.  The  roadway 
was  graded  and  340  tons  of  bituminous  concrete  was  used  for  the  binder 
course  of  pavement.  The  finish  layer  of  pavement  and  curbing  was 
installed  with  192  tons  of  Bituminous  Concrete. 


SNOW  AND  ICE  REMOVAL 

In  the  snow  and  ice  control  program  7,964  tons  of  sand  and  4,412  tons  of 
salt  were  used  on  Town  roads  in  the  interest  of  public  safety,  and  in  an 
effort  to  maintain  free  flowing  traffic. 

Following  are  the  times  the  Highway  Department  was  called  out  to  treat 
or  plow  the  Town  roads: 


Dec . 

6, 

1996 

Snow  6" 

Salt/ Sand/Plow 

Dec . 

7, 

1996 

Snow  12" 

Sand/Plow 

Dec . 

20, 

1996 

Slippery 

Sand 

Dec . 

31, 

1996 

Lt .  Snow 

2" 

Salt/Sand 

Jan . 

2, 

1997 

Lt.  Snow 

1" 

Salt/Sand 

Jan . 

9, 

1997 

Lt.  Snow 

1" 

Salt/Sand 

Jan . 

10, 

1997 

Slippery 

Sand 

Jan . 

11, 

1997 

Lt .  Snow 

1" 

Salt/Sand 

Jan . 

24, 

1997 

Slippery 

Sand 

Jan . 

27, 

1997 

Lt.  Snow 

3 

1/2" 

Salt /Sand/Plow 

Jan . 

31, 

1997 

Slippery 

Sand 

Regular 

maintenance 

and  repair 

of  Town 

Roads  consisted  of  c 

repairing  of  catch  basins  and  manholes,  the  cutting  of  brush  on  the 
sides  of  the  roads,  repair  of  guard  rails,  patching  and  sweeping  of 
roads  and  municipal  parking  lots.  The  Highway  Department  also  grades 
all  Town  gravel  roads,  installs  berm  and  curbing  cuts  and  clears  trees 
from  roadways  during  and  after  storms. 


The  Highway  also  worked  with  Mass  Highway  on  installing  a  temporary 
bridge  on  Graniteville  Road  over  the  railroad  tracks.  The  Highway 
Department  is  also  working  with  Mass  Highway  on  installing  a  new  bridge 
on  River  Street  over  Stoney  Brook. 


Guard  rails  were  installed  on  Routes  225,  40,  and  27. 

PARK  DEPARTMENT 

This  year  the  Whitney  Playground,  Town  Commons,  Monuments,  Library, 
Graniteville,  Forge  Village,  Nabnasset  and  Parkerville  ball  parks  were 
limed  and  fertilized.  All  shrubbery  was  trimmed  and  the  grass  cut  and 
raked.  Leaves  were  picked  up  around  the  common  and  parks  this  fall. 

For  Memorial  Day,  geraniums  were  placed  on  the  Town  Commons  and  on  the 
Monuments . 


I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  their 
full  cooperation  and  to  all  members  of  the  Highway  Department,  who  have 
been  most  cooperative.  In  addition,  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department. 


Richard  J.  Barrett,  Jr. 
Superintendent  of  Streets 
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WESTFORD  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 


The  Westford  Housing  Authority  (established  in  1971)  is  the  local 
body  responsible  for  the  expenditure  of  State  and  Federal  Housing 
Grants.  We  currently  own  and  manage  48  units  of  elderly  housing  at 
65  Tadmuck  road,  25  units  of  elderly  at  7  Cross  and  7  Church 
Streets  (Sargent  School),  and  6  units  of  low  income  rental  family 
housing,  also  located  in  Graniteville .  Our  housing  programs  are 
subsidized  by  the  Commonwealth,  requiring  no  monetary  contribution 
from  the  Town. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Housing  Authority  is  made  up  of 
four  commissioners  who  are  elected  by  the  Town  and  one  who  is 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  Length  of  term  is  five  years.  In  the 
May  town  election,  Ms.  Carol  Engel  was  reelected  to  a  five  year 
position  on  the  board. 

At  the  annual  restructuring  meeting  of  the  Housing  Authority  Board 
of  Commissioners  held  in  June,  1996,  members  were  elected  to  the 
following  positions: 

Phyllis  Koulouras,  Chairperson 
Carol  Engel,  Vice  Chairperson 
Muriel  Drake,  Treasurer 
Maria  Hamer,  Asst.  Treasurer 
Robert  Ferreira,  Member 

In  early  1996,  the  Housing  Authority,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Department  of  Mental  Health  (DMH),  completed  an  application  to  the 
State  to  construct  and  manage  eight  units  of  housing  DMH  clients 
currently  living  in  Westford.  Our  application  was  approved, 
granting  us  $680,000  for  this  project.  It  is  the  Housing 
Authority's  plan  to  build  this  housing  on  an  eight  acre  parcel  of 
land  located  on  Groton  Road.  This  land  was  given  to  the  Authority 
three  years  ago  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  Town  Meeting. 

One  of  the  most  important  goals  of  this  Housing  Authority,  that  of 
spinning  off  a  non-profit  housing  corporation  to  develop  affordable 
rental  housing  for  out  community,  was  reached  in  July  of  1996.  At 
that  time  an  excellent  Board  of  Directors  was  put  together  and  the 
appropriate  incorporation  papers  were  filed  with  the  State.  The 
Housing  Authority  will  work  closely  with  this  group  to  develop 
additional  affordable  rental  housing  on  the  remainder  of  the  eight 
acre  parcel  located  on  Groton  Road  mentioned  above. 

Several  new  regulations  were  put  into  effect  during  1996.  The  most 
significant  involved  the  removal  of  our  current  asset  eligibility 
limit  of  $15,000.  People  may  now  apply  who  have  significantly 
greater  assets,  including  owning  a  home.  The  rent  will  be  based  on 
their  actual  income  as  well  as  a  percentage  of  the  value  of  their 
assets.  As  a  result  of  this  change,  the  waiting  list  for 
elderly/disabled  housing  has  grown  significantly.  It  is  now 
estimated  that  Westford  residents  will  wait  at  least  two  years 
before  being  housed. 
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The  Housing  Authority  is  constantly  looking  for  ways  to  save  money. 
Consequently,  we  participated  in  two  energy  saving  programs  offered 
by  Massachusetts  Electric  during  1996.  The  first  was  the 

replacement  of  our  present  lighting  fixtures  with  more  efficient 
ones.  The  second  program,  called  the  Multi  Family  Retrofit 
Program,  provided  us  with  over  $20,000  worth  of  conservation 
measures.  Both  projects  were  completed  with  absolutely  no  cost  to 
the  Housing  Authority  or  our  tenants. 

For  over  five  years  now,  the  Commonwealth  has  severely  curtailed 
its  financial  support  to  Housing  Authorities  across  Massachusetts. 
For  large  agencies  with  sufficient  reserves,  this  has  not  been  a 
big  problem.  The  story  is  different,  however,  for  small  agencies 
like  ours  that  must  depend  on  the  State  for  almost  everything.  Up 
until  now,  we  have  been  able  to  keep  our  complexes  in  relatively 
good  repair  but  that  has  become  more  and  more  difficult  to  do.  At 
the  present  time,  there  are  two  major  problems  areas  that  the  State 
has  refused  to  fund.  The  first,  and  most  important  item  on  our 
priority  list,  is  the  replacement  of  48  refrigerators  at  our 
Tadmuck  Road  facility.  Most  of  these  appliances  are  well  over 
twenty  years  old  and  are  in  constant  need  of  repair  or  replacement. 
We  have  petitioned  the  State  on  a  number  of  occasions  for  the  money 
to  make  a  bulk  purchase  of  refrigerators,  but  have  been  turned 
down.  This  continues  to  be  a  frustrating  and  costly  situation. 
The  second  area  that  will  not  be  funded  is  the  repainting  of  the 
Sargent  School  Building.  The  Authority  is  concerned  that  the 
building  creates  an  eyesore  in  the  neighborhood  and  reflects  badly 
on  our  programs.  We  are  not  optimistic  that  any  substantial 
modernization  funds  will  become  available  from  the  State  in  the 
near  future.  We  will,  however,  continue  to  do  everything  we 
possibly  can  to  maintain  our  property  for  our  tenants. 

As  we  do  every  year,  the  Board  and  Staff  of  the  Housing  Authority 
wish  to  acknowledge  and  thank  the  many  individuals,  Veterans' 
groups  and  service  organizations  of  Westford  who  have  given  so  much 
of  their  time  and  resources  to  make  the  lives  of  our  residents  that 
much  more  enjoyable.  We  would  like  to  express  a  special  thank  you 
to  the  individuals  and  organizations  who  have  donated  American 
flags  to  fly  over  our  housing  complexes. 

Respectfully  Submitted: 

Westford  Housing  Authority 
Phyllis  Koulouras,  Chairperson 
Carol  Engel,  Vice  Chairperson 
Muriel  Drake,  Treasurer 

Maria  Hamer,  Asst.  Treasurer/State  Appointee 
Robert  Ferreira,  Member 

Christine  G.  Pude,  Secretary/Executive  Director 
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AFTER  THE  RARE 

Chas.  K.  Harris,  1892. 

After  months  of  preparation,  the  Trustees  and  Friends  of  the  J.  V. 
Fletcher  Library,  Inc.  celebrated  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
Dedication  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  hosting  the  Library  Gala  Dinner- 
dance  for  three  hundred  Victorian-garbed  guests  on  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
June  1,  1996.  Beginning  with  Cocktails  and  Hors  D’ouevres  in  the  Library  proper, 
guests  were  regaled  by  the  strains  of  the  Riverboat  Stompers  and  the  appetizing 
culinary  delights  of  Bianco  and  Sons  Catering,  prior  to  being  led  by  the  jazz  band  out  the 
library  front  entrance  and  across  Main  Street  to  the  pink  and  white  striped  tent  on  Westford 
Common.  While  not  strictly  “black  tie  and  tail,”  balloons  of  this  description  abounded 
throughout  the  library  and  ultimately  accompanied  guests  home;  while  the  sparkling  ice 
sculpture  mirroring  in  ice  the  “100”  years  since  the  original  Dedication  greeted  revelers  inside 
the  Main  Library. 


Pink  and  white  table  linens,  tent  columns  adorned  with  evergreens  and  floral  displays,  an 
elevated  wooden  dance  floor  with  glowing  “street  lamps”  and  Victorian  cherubs  supporting 
centerpieces  of  tea  roses  —  these  greeted  guests  as  they  awaited  their  buffet  of  beef  tender¬ 
loin,  salmon,  red  bliss  potatoes,  broccoli  risotto  and  a  dessert  of  Westford’s  own  Apple  Crisp 
with  ice  cream;  dancing  continued  throughout  the  evening  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  Artie 
Barsamian  Swingtet.  While  preceding  the  actual  anniversary  date  by  three  days  (the  original 
Dedication  occurring  on  Thursday,  June  4,  1896),  the  centennial  event  was  blessed  like  the 
original  with  perfect  weather  and  a  full  moon  for  revelers  returning  home  at  evening’s  end. 
Throughout  the  evening,  couples  were  photographed  with  the  commemorative  Dedication 
watercolor  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  created  by  Dr.  Andrew  Kusmin  specifically  for  the 
anniversary  celebration.  As  well,  the  Library  Trustees  conserved  and  displayed  at  the  tent’s 
entry  way  an  original  broadside  announcing  the  1896  Dedication  event  to  the  townspeople  of 
Victorian  Westford.  In  1996,  the  church  bells  of  First  Parish  Church  United  were  rung  one 
hundred  times  at  midnight  to  conclude  a  most  festive  and  elegant  evening. 

The  Gala  Event  was  heralded  as  early  as  the  Fall  1995  Roudenbush  Community  Center  Asso¬ 
ciates’  Auction,  at  which  tickets  one  and  two,  and  a  buggy  ride  provided  by  the  Roudenbush 
Associates  were  successfully  bid  upon  by  Mr.  Michael  Harde  and  Ms.  Leslie  Thomas.  The  J. 

V.  Fletcher  Library  Trustees  were  gratified  by  the  attendance  of  the  following  honored  guests 
—  Mr.  Keith  and  Mrs.  Frances  Fletcher  Bickford  of  California  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Fletcher  of  Maine  (great-grandchildren  of  Jonathan  Vamum  Fletcher)  who  were  recognized  by 
Chairman  Mohammed  Malik;  additionally  the  former  Director  Francesca  L.  Denton  attended 
and  well-wishes  were  sent  from  Robert  R.  Simmons,  former  Library  Director.  Rep.  Geoffrey 
Hall  was  in  attendance  as  well  as  numerous  former  Trustees.  Unlike  the  original  1896 
programme,  speeches  of  the  evening  were  brief  —  highlighting  the  original  Dedication  cer¬ 
emony,  the  past  hundred  years  of  service  and  the  role  of  the  Friends  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher 
Library,  Inc.  Special  thanks  are  extended  to  Ms.  Ellen  Harde,  Town  Moderator  and  Library 
Neighbor,  Ms.  Ellen  D.  Rainville,  Library  Director  and  Ms.  Sandra  Kelly,  Friends’  President 
for  speaking  to  the  assembled  guests. 
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THE  LAND 
PLATED  ON 


Palmer,  Ward,  1895. 


Family  fare  continued  under  the  tent  on  Sunday  June  2,  1996,  as  the 
community  reenacted  in  part  the  band  concert  featured  as  an  attraction  in 
1 896.  Many  thanks  to  the  Barbershop  Quartette,  Odyssey ,  and  to  the  Westford 
Academy  band  and  its  Director,  Blair  F.  Bettencourt,  for  working  so  hard  to 
recreate  the  spirit  of,  and  actually  perform  an  overture  from,  the  musical  programme 
of  the  Victorian  Dedication.  Additional  thanks  go  to  Ms.  Denise  Stevenson,  who  baked 
84  dozen  homemade  cookies  for  concert  attendees  and  claimed  to  enjoy  it!  Traditional 
lemonade  was  kindly  furnished  by  Veryfine  Inc.  while  Ms.  Patti  Mason,  Roudenbush  Direc¬ 
tor  plied  the  popcorn  machine  donated  by  the  Westford  Kiwanis  Club.  An  afternoon  of  free 
music,  refreshments,  picnicking  and  leisurely  family  relaxation  on  the  Common  was  enjoyed 
by  all  under  balmy  blue  June  skies.  Thanks  is  extended  to  all  the  staff,  Friends,  Trustees, 
Celebration  Committee  members  and  volunteers  whose  enthusiastic  energies  created  such  a 
memorable,  musical  day! 


I  GUESS  FEE  HAVE  TO 

<TJdIs)E)C^IR.2\.]PH[  JMI'Y  JEc)2\Jx)Glf  Cohan,  1898 


With  Victorian  festivities  dominating  the  year,  nonetheless  staff  endeavored  to  be  true  to  the 
Celebration  slogan  of ‘TOO  years..  .200  years...Minds  for  the  Millennium”  This  year  brought 
full-text  magazine  searching  and  both  text  and  graphic  Internet  access  to  the  Library,  in  part 
through  the  Massachusetts  Library  Information  Network  Equipment  grant  made  possible  to 
libraries  statewide.  September  saw  the  unveiling  of  the  “virtual”  library’s  presence  in 
cyberspace  —  with  the  Library  Home  Page  created  by  Darrell  Eifert,  Head  of  Circulation  / 
Automation  as  part  of  a  Town- wide  effort  to  created  linked  municipal  home  pages.  Senior 
Staff  working  on  a  Merit  Pay  Proposal,  supported  the  new  technology  with  a  series  of  “Path¬ 
finder”  brochures  on  popular  subjects,  as  well  as  “Bookfinders”  for  locating  materials. 
Bridging  past  and  future,  the  library  additionally  received  a  Preservation  Survey  grant  under 
which  the  unique  library  historic  collections  were  assessed  and  appraised  for  conservation  and 
security.  In  July,  these  collections  were  assigned  to  the  newly-promoted  Local  History/Gene¬ 
alogist  staff  person,  with  work  on  the  historic  collections  now  ongoing  and  progressing. 
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IN  THE  GOOD 
OLJD  SUMMER 


TIME 


Shields,  Evans,  1902. 


The  event-filled  Summer  Reading  Program  saw  1700  participants  reading 
under  two  thematic  programs  —  either  the  pre-school  and  elementary  age 
‘ Dinomania  —  a  Blast  from  the  Pasf ’  or  the  “Reading  Roulette”  Young  Adult 
program  for  sixth-  through  ninth-graders.  In  the  former,  an  “Awesome  Epoch”  was 
revisited  as  attendees  met  “Snakes  Alive!,”  engaged  in  weekly  “Dinomite  Dinocrafts!,” 
met  real  and  imaginary  paleontologists  and  dug  for  their  own  “Colossal  Fossils.” 


No  bone  was  left  unturned,  as  collectively  elementary  and  pre-school  youngsters  read 
1,121,212  pages  across  the  summer.  Research  demonstrates  that  in  order  to  retain  the  reading 
ability  exhibited  at  school  year’s  end,  the  average  student  must  read  six  books  over  the  sum¬ 
mer  months.  Westford’s  young  population  read  over  a  “Mesozoic  million,”  with  Abbot  School 
students  winning  the  Jurassic  Classic  trophy  for  a  total  of  267,772  pages  read!  While  this 
award  was  accepted  by  School  Media  Specialist  Sandra  Kelly  at  the  August  8  Dinomania 
Awards  celebration  on  behalf  of  her  students,  in  truth  it  reflects  with  metamorphic  magnitude 
on  ail  the  program’s  readers. 


Thus,  a  huge  thanks  is  due  the  Westford  Public  SchoollPublic  Library  Collaborative ,  which 
worked  so  hard  to  promote  this  year’s  program,  to  the  Friends  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library, 
Inc.  who  underwrote  all  the  performers,  awards,  supplies  and  publicity,  to  the  Board  of 
Library  Trustees  for  funding  the  “dig’s”  tent,  and  to  the  many  adult  and  youthful  volunteers 
needed  to  sustain  a  summer-long  program  of  such  prehistoric  proportions.  Special  thanks  is 
due  to  the  following  sponsors  of  gifts  and  prizes  for  the  Young  Adult  “Reading  Roulette” 
Program  and  its  concluding  Casino  Night:  American  Video;  Burger  King;  Boston  Market; 
Butterfly  Place;  D.  J.’s  Software;  D’Angelo’s/Pizza  Hut;  Kimball  Farms;  Lookin’  Good 
Haircutters;  Old  Westford  Candy;  Postal  Center  U.S.A.;  Sullivan  &  Coglian;  Westford 
Style,  and;  Maureen  and  Ed  Lacerte.  This  Young  Adult  excursion  into  the  real  world  of 
chance,  statistics,  and  Lady  Luck  —  with  Book  Bingo,  Reading  Roulette  and  Black  Jack 
juvenile-style  —  demonstrated  that  gambling  on  reading  is  an  “odds-on”  favorite  and  that  the 
Big  Winners  “hit  the  Jackpot”  by  being  Big  Readers! 


A  thanks  of  dinosauric  dimensions  is  owed  to  Ms.  Heidi  Zeibig,  Head  of  Youth  Services  and 
Young  Adult  Specialist,  Ms.  Judy  Heron  who  deserve  kudos  for  an  imaginative,  organized  and 
fun-filled  massive  program  which  took  Westford’s  children  from  the  Mesozoic  Era  to  the 
Information  Age.  The  balance  of  the  Library  staff  as  well  is  to  be  congratulated  for  their  fine 
customer  service  —  handling  the  crowds  that  generated  a  July  book  circulation  of  almost 
27, (XX)  and  cheerfully  handling  the  lines,  stresses  and  demands  of  near- Paleozoic  popula¬ 
tions...  The  Town’s  avid  use  of  the  Fletcher  Library  is  the  rock  formation  on  which  an  epoch 
of  future  readers  and  Information  users  is  being  built.  Minds  for  the  Millennium,  indeed! 


FORTT-FIVE 
MINUTES  FROM 

RROAEfmT  Cohan,  1905. 

Programs  and  performances  punctuated  1996,  with  Hugh  Hanley’s  “Circle  of 
Songs”  ushering  in  the  New  Year,  followed  by  a  number  of  events  in  celebration 
of  Black  History  Month.  From  the  “Underground  Railroad  Theater”  to  the  personal 
travel  memoirs  of  Mark  Scolnick’s  “Out  of  Africa”  —  February  celebrated  the  multiple 
cultural  traditions  of  both  African  Americans  and  Chinese  New  Year.  March  saw  the 
historical  interpretation  of  “Kirsten  Larsen’s  Pioneer  Tea  Party”  —  based  on  the  ever-popu- 
lar  American  Girl  Doll  motif  affording  youngsters  a  personalized  introduction  to  various 
historical  periods  of  American  history.  April  Vacation  Week  saw  the  Pumpernickel  Puppets 
return  in  “The  Frog  Prince”  as  well  as  offerings  for  youngsters  from  the  “Theater  to  Do.”  The 
May  Apple  Blossom  Parade  saw  the  unveiling  of  Victorian  garb  so  central  to  the  various  Gala 
events,  as  a  lively  group  of  Trustees,  Friends,  staff  and  patrons  embarked  on  a  period  “prom¬ 
enade”  to  promote  the  June  1-2  Gala  Celebration. 

Besides  the  Gala  and  Summer  Reading  Program  events,  the  traditional  array  of  Story  Times, 
Fathertimes,  Collection  Orientations,  Fletcher  Forums  and  Technology  Tours  were  offered.  A 
new  treat  for  the  Holiday  season  was  a  Gingerbread  replica  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library 
created  by  Denise  Stevenson  —  bookdrops  and  all!  A  marionette  version  of  “Hansel  & 
Gretel”  complemented  this  gingerbread  theme,  while  Young  Adults  basked  in  the  mime  and 
humor  of  Robert  Rivest.  All  round,  1996  was  an  eventful  and  busy  year  —  with  “Broadway” 
performances  interrupted  in  part  by  the  winter  re-carpeting  of  the  middle  floor  and  the  reloca¬ 
tion  of  all  collections  by  staff  and  volunteers.  An  informative  and  comprehensive  group  of 
historical  articles  on  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  history  created  by  Ms.  June  Kennedy  for  the 
Westford  Eagle  culminated  a  memorable  year  of  celebrations  and  commitment  to  the  continu¬ 
ing  library  tradition  in  Westford! 
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TA~RA~IIA.  ROOM 

DIfy'AY'!  Sayers,  1891. 

statistics  in  Fiscal  Year  1996  continued  to  beg  the  old  adage  — 
demonstrating  that  “what  goes  up”  does  not  necessarily  come  down!  Library 
circulation  reached  240,196  or  12.73  items  per  capita  during  the  fiscal  year, 
while  Westford  continued  to  hold  its  slot  as  fourth-highest  circulating  library  in  the 
Merrimack  Valley  Library  Consortium,  out-performing  many  larger  towns.  Circula¬ 
tion  was  actually  negatively  impacted  by  snowstorms  and  re-carpeting  projects,  but 
managed  nonetheless  an  increase  over  FY95.  With  293  days  open  to  the  public,  the  library 
averaged  a  circulation  of  818  per  day  —  this  figure  topping  1000  during  the  busy  Summer 
Reading  Program.  Meeting  Rooms  were  reserved  by  877  town  groups  or  Boards,  while  over 
200  library-sponsored  programs  were  offered;  museum  passes  supported  by  the  Friends  of  the 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  Inc.  and  the  Trustees  netted  748  uses.  Two  thousand  users  logged  in  at 
the  Wagner  Computer  Room  ,  and  the  library  continued  to  see  increased  usage  of  new  formats 
such  as  CD’s,  videocassettes  and  audiobooks.  Rather  than  dampen  the  interest  in  the  printed 
word,  overall  use  has  only  increased.  Public  access,  freedom  of  information  and  the  continued 
need  for  knowledge,  understanding  and  wisdom  —  not  just  data  —  will  ensure  the  future  of 
the  J.  V.  Fletcher,  and  other  public  libraries.  Just  as  early  annual  reports  of  this  century  indi¬ 
cated  that  interest  in  the  library  appears  unabated  so  does  modem  use  only  increase  and 
become  more  sophisticated.  As  the  library  continues  to  embrace  automation,  new  formats  and 
now  worldwide  access,  we  look  forward  to  future  progress,  unknown  technologies  and 
known  past  staples  of  library  service  —  we  look  forward  to  molding  “Minds  for  the  Millen¬ 
nium.” 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Ellen  Rainville,  Director 
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THE  MAH  WHO 
RROKE  THE  RANK 
AT  MONTE  CAREO 

Gilbert,  1891. 


LIBRARY  OPERATING  BUDGET  FY96 

ACCT:61 00.40 

QUARTERLY  REPORT  DATED: 

7/9/96 

THROUGH  WARRANT  96-54  (6/30/96) 

> 

ORG 

DESCRIPTION 

APPROPRIATED 

EXPENDED 

BALANCE 

51700 

Uniform  Allowance 

$ 

510.00 

$ 

480.00 

$ 

30.00 

52006 

Instate  Mileage 

$ 

850.00 

$ 

1,015.16 

$ 

(165.16) 

52009 

Books  &  Subscription 

$ 

11,150.00 

$ 

14,047.81 

$ 

(2,897.81) 

52011 

Special  Printing 

$ 

2,050.00 

$ 

2,369.85 

$ 

(319.85) 

52016 

Office  Sup 

plies 

$ 

3,000.00 

$ 

3,417.48 

$ 

(417.48) 

52019 

Postage 

$ 

3,200.00 

$ 

3,200.00 

$ 

- 

52026 

Book  Binding 

$ 

110.00 

$ 

330.60 

$ 

(220.60) 

52030 

Equipment 

$ 

600.00 

$ 

2,246.01 

$ 

(1,646.01) 

52031 

Sundries 

$ 

4,950.00 

$ 

6,346.98 

$ 

(1,396.98) 

52032 

Telephone 

$ 

1,265.00 

$ 

1,369.53 

$ 

(104.53) 

52047 

Equipment  Maint. 

$ 

1,575.00 

$ 

4,408.19 

$ 

(2,833.19) 

52062 

Electricity 

$ 

24,200.00 

$ 

23,888.13 

$ 

311.87 

52063 

Fuel  Oil 

$ 

18,540.00 

$ 

12,862.11 

$ 

5,677.89 

52064 

Water 

$ 

615.00 

$ 

509.56 

$ 

105.44 

52065 

Equip.  Maint.  Agree. 

$ 

1,250.00 

$ 

721.35 

$ 

528.65 

52066 

Cleaning  Supplies 

$ 

4,600.00 

$ 

4,801.57 

$ 

(201.57) 

52069 

Postage  Meter  Rent. 

$ 

264.00 

$ 

268.50 

$ 

(4.50) 

52082 

Gasoline 

$ 

500.00 

$ 

387.33 

$ 

112.67 

52144 

Sewer/Septic 

$ 

640.00 

$ 

325.00 

$ 

315.00 

52145 

HVAC  Maintenance 

$ 

4,380.00 

$ 

6,131.95 

$ 

(1,751.95) 

52149 

MVLC  Maintenance 

$ 

24,967.00 

$ 

22,723.77 

$ 

2,243.23 

52150 

T  elecommunications 

$ 

360.00 

$ 

370.68 

$ 

(10.68) 

52151 

Bonds 

$ 

430.00 

$ 

412.00 

$ 

18.00 

52152 

Fire  Prevention 

$ 

1,400.00 

$ 

1,467.67 

$ 

(67.67) 

52153 

Audio  Visual 

$ 

8,025.00 

$ 

5,072.98 

$ 

2,952.02 

52154 

Boomobile  Repairs 

$ 

1,100.00 

$ 

674.90 

$ 

425.10 

52155 

Books,  Main  Library 

$ 

27,000.00 

$ 

26,591.28 

$ 

408.72 

52156 

Books,  Children 

$ 

24,290.00 

$ 

27,045.11 

$ 

(2,755.11) 

52157 

Standing  Reference 

$ 

24,500.00 

$ 

24,031.95 

$ 

468.05 

52158 

Elevator  Maint. 

$ 

1,940.00 

$ 

1,671.15 

$ 

268.85 

52176 

Publications 

$ 

825.00 

$ 

117.50 

$ 

707.50 

TOTAL: 

$  199,086.00 

$  199,306.10 

$ 

(220.10) 

DEPOSITS: 

$ 

228.52 

ADJUSTED  TOTAL: 

$  199,314.52 

$ 

8.42 

UNEXPENDED  BAL: 

$ 

8.42 
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THE.  MAN  WHO 
BROKE  THE  BANK 
AT  MONTE  OAR  1.0 


Gilbert,  1891. 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNTS: 

Masonry/Sills/Chim. 

$  10,300.00 

$  10,300.00 

Carpeting 

$  21,138.50 

20917.00 

$  221.50 

Cement  Pad 

$  5,500.00 

$  5,500.00 

Parking  Lot 

$  28,200.00 

$  28,140.57 

$59.43 

LIBRARY  SALARY  BUDGET  FY96 

QUARTERLY  REPORT  DATED:  7/9/96 

THROUGH  WARRANT  96-52 

ORG 

DESCRIPTION 

APPROPRIATED 

EXPENDED 

BALANCE 

51137 

Director 

$  49,397.94 

$  49,397.94 

r$ 

51138 

Asst.  Direc 

tor 

$  35,794.57 

$  35,794.57 

$ 

51139 

Librarians 

$  124,620.89 

$  124,800.94 

$  (180.05) 

51140 

Asst.  Librarians/Tech. 

$  196,592.00 

$  192,102.91 

$  4,489.09 

51141 

Pages 

$  9,545.00 

$  8,651.11 

$  893.89 

51148 

Clerical 

$  21,826.00 

$  22,539.16 

$  (713.16) 

51149 

Custodial 

$  25,344.00 

$  24,351.32 

$  992.68 

TOTAL: 

$  463,120.40 

$  457,637.95 

$  5,482.45 

J.  V.  FLET 

CHER  LIBF 

IARY  TRUST  FUND  EXPE 

NDI1 

fURES: 

Library  Trustee  Fund,  #672 

$  4,766.73 

All  Purpose  Trust  Fund,  #673 

$  839.98 

Library  Book  Fund,  #674 

$  1,186.20 

Lecture  Trust  Fund,  #675 

$  1,300.00 

J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  #676 

$  9,191.83 

E.  D.  Rainville  Cont.  Educ.,  #677 

$  670.00 

$  17,954.74 
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A  HOT  TIME  IN 
THE  OED  TOWN 


Hayden,  Metz,  1 896. 

The  past  year  was  a  banner  year  for  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  Trustees, 
with  the  highlight  of  the  season  being  the  Library  Gala  festivities  spanning  June 
1-2,  1996.  Celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Library  Dedica¬ 
tion  was  a  major  priority  of  the  Library  Development  Plan,  and  a  huge  thanks  is  due 
the  Celebration  Committee  for  their  enthusiastic  and  successful  realization  of  an  el¬ 
egant  evening  event  and  a  fun-filled  family  afternoon.  Special  thanks  go  as  well  to  the 
Friends  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  Inc.  which  displayed  the  foresight  to  dedicate  and  set 
aside  funds  for  this  extravaganza  over  several  years.  The  Celebration  Committee  enjoyed  a 
wonderful  working  style  and  an  enthusiastic  committment  to  celebrating  the  library  of 
Westford.  A  more  perfect  evening  and  afternoon  could  not  have  been  hoped  for. 

More  mundane,  but  similarly-accomplished  goals  of  the  Library  Development  Plan,  were  the 
restoration  of  Monday  AM  hours  for  FY97,  full-time  secretarial  support  for  the  department, 
and  promotion  of  newly-degreed  Virginia  Moore  to  the  Local  History/Genealogisit  position 
on  July  1.  Historic  conservation  and  preservation  were  themes  of  this  year  of  Victoriana,  as 
the  Board  preserved  an  original  Broadside  from  the  1 896  Dedication,  and  matched  funds  for 
the  “Preservation  Survey”  grant  which  appraised  and  assessed  historical  collections. 

Four  staff  were  awarded  funds  under  the  Ellen  D.  Rainville  Continuing  Education  Fund  — 
Ms.  Viriginia  Moore  (also  to  be  congratulated  upon  her  induction  into  Beta  Phi  Mu); 
Constance  Mead,  Library  Associate  ;  Plarold  Proctor,  Building  Maintenance  Worker,  and; 
Linda  Schreiber,  Assistant  Director  —  sent  to  Portland,  Oregon  for  the  Public  Library  Asso¬ 
ciation  Winter  conference. 

Fletcher  Library  staff  continued  to  be  supplemented  by  an  assiduous  cadre  of  energetic  volun¬ 
teers  who  donated  in  total  over  1600  hours  of  service  to  the  department.  Especially  to  be 
recognized  here  are  Ms.  Gertrude  Houghton  (giving  255  hours),  Mr.  Lou  Pepin  (217)  and  Mr. 
Kenneth  Moore  (166  hours). 

Extraordinary  expenses  from  the  Library  Trust  Funds  related  to  the  moving  costs  of  re¬ 
carpeting  the  middle  floor,  and  to  the  Gala  festivities.  The  majority  of  costs,  however,  were 
borne  by  the  Friends  of  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library,  Inc.  who  deserve  recognition  for  funding 
this  unique  event,  as  well  as  their  normal  expenditures  on  Museum  Passes,  Holiday  Programs, 
Popular  videos  and  Rental  Books,  Equipment  and  Furnishings,  Computer  Room  expenses  and 
the  Summer  Reading  Program. 
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Of  all  years,  this  is  the  year  to  thank  staff  for  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  customer  relations,  program  innovations  and  excellent 
public  service.  The  Gala  events  and  offerings  of  this  year  are  in 
part  a  tribute  to  the  dedication  and  stamina  of  the  staff.  The  Man¬ 
agement  Team  of  the  library  is  especially  to  be  commended  for  the 
hard  work  and  many  innovations  seen  under  the  “Merit  Pay  Proposal” 
submitted  to  the  Town  Manager.  And  special  thanks  and  recognition  is  due 
here  marking  the  June  30  retirement  of  Ms.  Jacqueline  DeSelle,  Administrative 
Secretary,  after  27  years  commitment  to  quality  library  service. 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  acknowledges  here  with  regret  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
William  Melchin,  and  thanks  him  for  his  ongoing  energies  on  behalf  of  the  library.  A  year 
of  celebration,  enthusiasm  and  commitment —  both  looking  backward,  but  planning  forward 
—  the  Trustees  thank  all  involved  with  this  eventful  and  festivity-filled  year. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Mohammed  A.  Malik,  Chair 
James  Gozzo 

Doris  E.  Hathaway,  Treasurer 
William  Melchin 
Veronica  L.  Otto,  Secretary 
Charles  O.  Swanson 
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circulation  statistics  ~~  fiscal,  tear  1996 
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PLANNING  BOARD 


Growth  management  and  the  preservation  of  our  community  character  continued  to  be  the 
priorities  of  the  Planning  Board  throughout  1996.  Westford's  rampant  growth  has  long 
been  a  source  of  concern,  but  the  Board’s  efforts  to  control  this  trend  have  been  made 
difficult  by  the  community’s  increasing  popularity  amongst  home  buyers  within  the 
Boston  Metropolitan  area,  as  well  as  a  strong  resurgence  of  business  interest  within  the 
Littleton  Road  corridor.  Development  rates  have  remained  consistent  over  the  last  5 
years,  however,  1996  has  distinguished  itself  as  a  strong  growth  year  with  large  projects.” 
Most  notably,  Greystone  Estates,  a  226  lot  subdivision,  and  Beaver  Brook  Estates,  a  65 
lot  development,  are  two  large  residential  proposals  which  are  currently  being  reviewed 
by  the  Planning  Board  and  are  not  expected  to  be  voted  upon  until  early  1997. 
Commercially,  Westford  Technology  Park  has  been  approved  for  the  construction  of 
three  more  office/  research  &  development  buildings  within  the  overall  site,  and  the 
Robbins  Road  industrial  park  has  received  approval  for  the  first  structure  in  what  is 
anticipated  to  soon  be  a  master  planned  office  park  of  a  size  similar  to  Westford 
Technology  Park. 

NEW  SUBDIVISIONS 

Under  subdivision  control,  115  new  residential  lots  were  created  in  9  definitive 
subdivisions.  Four  (4)  of  the  nine  (9)  were  Residential  Open  Space  Developments  with 
the  larger  two  being  Chestnut  Hills  Estates,  43  lots,  and  Westford  Manor  Estates,  16  lots. 
The  Board  also  approved  7  preliminary  subdivisions  and  1 1  “approval  not  required” 
(ANR)  plans.  The  ANR  plans  were  a  combination  of  parcel  creation  and  lot  line 
relocations,  and  resulted  in  an  additional  25  new  lots. 

The  Planning  Board  has  also  been  involved  in  the  extended  review  of  two  large 
subdivision  proposals,  Greystone  Estates  and  Beaver  Brook  Estates,  each  of  which  had 
been  submitted  as  preliminary  applications  in  1995  and  are  not  expected  to  be  completed 
until  Spring  of  1997.  Greystone  Estates  represents  the  largest  single  subdivision  ever 
proposed  within  the  town  of  Westford;  totaling  226  single-family  lots. 

SITE  PLAN  APPROVALS 

Under  site  plan  review  the  Board  approved  a  total  of  8  projects  with  a  combined  floor 
area  of  approximately  356,000  s.f.  Commercial  projects  associated  with  the  Westford 
Technology  Park  development  comprised  the  majority  of  this  floor  area  growth.  In  1996 
the  Gutierrez  Company  received  approval  for  3  separate  Site  plans  within  this  office  park, 
totaling  approximately  330,000  s.f.  of  office  and  research  &  development  space. 
Additionally,  other  approved  site  plans  within  Westford  include  a  11,000  s.f.  day  care 
facility  on  Powers  Road  and  a  2,000  s.f.  restaurant  (Metropolitan  Deli)  on  Littleton  Road. 
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OTHER  APPLICATIONS 


The  Board  approved  9  special  permits  in  1996.  A  relatively  large  number  of  subdivision 
applications  were  received  throughout  the  year,  and  many  of  these  were  “cluster”  designs. 
Consequently,  four  (4)  of  the  nine  (9)  special  permits  were  issued  for  Open  Space 
Residential  Developments  (OSRD);  the  other  5  were  approved  for  three  (3)  common 
driveways,  one  (1)  curbcut  on  a  scenic  roadway,  and  an  earth  removal  permit.  The  earth 
removal  permit  was  granted  to  Bentley  Building  Corporation  for  the  removal  of  fill 
material  from  the  Farmer’s  Pasture  subdivision  located  on  Patten  Road. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  /  ZONING  AMENDMENTS 

Numerous  Zoning  Ordinance  and  Rules  &  Regulation  amendments  were  considered  by 
the  Planning  Board  in  1996.  The  Board  took  affirmative  action  on  miscellaneous  Zoning 
Ordinance  amendments  including  a  Commercial  Storage  Bylaw;  an  Open  Space 
Townhouse  Development  Bylaw;  and  a  Water  Resource  Protection  Bylaw.  In  addition, 
the  Board  voted  to  approve  various  Rules  &  Regulation  amendments  such  as  changes  to 
the  “definitions”  section,  abutter  notification  procedure  modifications,  and  the  addition  of 
an  “administrative  review”  process. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Robert  Jefferies 
Denali  Delmar 
Peter  Fletcher 
Marguerite  Jungbluth 
Allan  Loiselle 
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WESTFORD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


ARRESTS .  170 

COMMITMENTS  .  6 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY  .  20 

RESTRAINING  ORDERS  .  86 

SUMMONSES .  235 


INCIDENTS  INVESTIGATED 


ACCIDENT,  MV-FATAL  .  3 

ACCIDENT,  MV-INJURY  .  72 

ACCIDENT,  MV-NO  INJURY  .  647 

ACCIDENT,  OTHER  .  2 

ALARM,  BURGLAR  .  909 

AMBULANCE .  615 

ANIMAL  BITE .  15 

ANIMAL  CRUELTY  .  1 

ANIMAL,  STRAY  .  7 

ANIMAL,  VICIOUS  .  5 

ANIMAL/MV  COLLISION  .  36 

ARSON .  1 

ASSAULT/KNIFE  .  1 

ASSAULT/PHYSICAL  .  10 

ASSAULT/SIMPLE  .  19 

ASSAULT/WEAPONS  .  1 

BREAKING  &  ENTERING,  ATTEMPT  .  4 

BREAKING  &  ENTERING,  FORCED  ENTRY  .  30 

BREAKING  &  ENTERING,  UNLAWFUL  ENTRY  .  7 

BUILDING  FOUND  OPEN .  118 

BY-LAW  VIOLATION,  CARS  .  14 

BY-LAW  VIOLATION,  DOGS  .  19 

BY-LAW  VIOLATION,  OTHER  .  67 

CHILD  ABUSE .  2 

CHILD  MOLESTING .  3 

CHILD  NEGLECT .  2 

COUNTERFEITING  .  1 

DISORDERLY  CONDUCT  .  2 

DISORDERLY  PERSON,  THREATENING  .  17 

DISTURBANCE .  602 

DISTURBING  THE  PEACE  .  1 

DOMESTIC .  97 

DRUG  OFFENSE-OTHER  .  4 

DRUG  OFFENSE-POSSESSION  .  28 

DRUG  OFFENSE-SALE  .  1 

FORGERY  .  1 

FRAUD .  1 

FIRE-MV .  21 

FIRE-ALARM .  176 

FIRE-BUILDING  .  54 

FIRE  MV .  33 

FIRE-OTHER .  97 

FIREARMS  VIOLATIONS -ILLEGAL  DISCHARGE  .  19 

FIREARMS  VIOLATIONS-POSSESS ING  .  1 

FIRST  RESPONDER  CALL .  81 

FUNERAL  ESCC&T .  7 

GENERAL  OFFENSE-FIREWORKS  VIOLATIONS  .  8 

GENERAL  OFFENSE-OTHER  .  6 

GENERAL  OFFENSE-RUBBISH  DISPOSAL  .  15 
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GENERAL  OFFENSE-TRESPASS  .  25 

GENERAL  SERVICE-LOCK  OUT  .  392 

GENERAL  SERVICE-MESSAGE  DELIVERY  .  40 

GENERAL  SERVICE-MOTORIST  .  10 

GENERAL  SERVICE-OTHER  .  445 

GENERAL  SERVICE-REMOVE  ANIMAL  .  5 

GENERAL  SERVICE-TRANSPORTATION  .  25 

HARASSMENT  .  2 

HEALTH  HAZARD  .  24 

INJURY  TO  PROPERTY-PRIVATE  .  211 

INJURY  TO  PROPERTY-PUBLIC  .  33 

LARCENY .  219 

LARCENY  ATTEMPT  .  5 

LARCENY  BY  CHECK  .  7 

LARCENY  BY  CREDIT  CARD .  2 

LARCENY  FROM  MV . 48 

LARCENY  MV-AUTOMOBILE  .  11 

LARCENY  MV-OTHER  .  2 

LIQUOR  LAW  VIOLATION-POSSESSION  .  6 

LOST  CHILD .  1 

MISSING  PERSON  .  16 

MUTUAL  AID  CALL .  5  3 

MV  ABANDONED .  2 

MV  CITATIONS . 1640 

MV  DISABLED .  410 

MV  VIOLATIONS .  379 

OFFICER  WANTED  .  6 

ORDER  RECEIVED .  1 

PARKING  TICKETS  .  166 

PRISONER  TRANSPORT  .  1 

PROPERTY  FOUND  .  106 

PROPERTY  INSECURE  .  6 

PROPERTY  LOST .  32 

PROPERTY  RECOVERED  .  29 

PROWLER  .  8 

REPOSSESSION  .  10 

ROBBERY  FIREARM  .  1 

R.  O.  VIOLATION .  13 

SAFETY  HAZARD  .  120 

SECURITY  CHECK  .  57 

SEX  OFFENSE-INDECENT  EXPOSURE  .  3 

SEX  OFFENSE-OTHER  .  7 
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RECREATION  COMMISSION 


The  Recreation  Department  is  pleased  to  report  the  number  of  programs  that  recreation 
has  offered  in  1996-1997  is  rapidly  growing 

In  the  past  year  the  Recreation  Department  has  added  several  new  programs  to  their 
agenda  The  Commission  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  volunteer  coaches  and  parents  for 
their  continued  support  and  time  they  have  given  to  the  youths  of  Westford 

YOUTH  RECREATION  PROGRAMS 

Baseball  -  Baseball  continued  to  grow  significantly  during  1996  The  fields  saw  heavy 
action  from  the  Spring  through  the  Fall  The  Girls  Softball  Programs  is  the  fastest 
growing  segment,  followed  by  the  T-ball  Programs  To  date  Westford  Youth 
Baseball  and  Softball  has  1,650  children  for  participation  this  season 

Basketball  -  The  1996  -  1997  Basketball  program  was  again  very  successful  with  over 
1,500  youngsters  participating  in  six  programs,  3rd  grade  instructional,  4th  &  5th  grade  boys 
and  girls;  6th  -  8th  grade  boys  and  girls,  and  High  School  boys.  The  leagues  ran  from 
December  to  March 

Two  new  courts  will  be  added  for  more  convenience,  one  at  the  Forge  Village  field  area, 
and  one  at  the  Parker  Village  field  area  in  the  spring  of  1997. 

Pop  Warner  Football  -  Westford  completed  its  24th  year  in  Wachusett  Pop  Warner 
Football  League.  The  session  runs  from  August  to  November  This  year  the  program 
continued  with  a  major  increase  in  growth  Participants  averaged  150  boys  and  girls 
combined. 

The  Cheerleaders  competed  in  the  Wachusett  League  Cheerleading  Competition  in 
October  The  season  culminated  with  the  Annual  Awards  Banquet  where  trophies  were 
awarded  to  all  the  boys  and  girls  who  participated  in  the  program  Academic  awards  were 
presented  to  the  boys  and  girls  who  attained  honor  roll  status. 

The  football  players,  cheerleaders  and  coaches  wish  to  thank  all  the  parents  and 
volunteers,  the  Lions  Club,  and  the  Westford  Recreation  Commission  for  their  continued 
support 

Westford  Youth  Soccer  -  This  past  year  WYSA  saw'  over  2,000  Westford  youngsters 
playing  soccer  The  program’s  intramural  leagues  had  more  teams  and  more  players  than 
ever  before  The  same  can  be  said  for  the  travel  teams  which  had  a  record  number  of 
participants  in  both  the  Spring  and  Fall  Children  as  young  as  5  years  old  had  the 
opportunity  to  play  in  the  micro-soccer  program 
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Day  Camp  -  A  very  successful  six  week  day  camp  program  was  provided  for  the  8th  year 
in  Westford.  Over  360  youths  aged  5-  12  experienced  a  full  summer  with  many  activities 
for  them  to  take  part  in  and  enjoy  at  the  Nabnasset  School.  Camp  met  rain  or  shine, 
Monday  through  Friday  8:00  AM  -  2:30  PM.  Format  included  a  daily  arts  and  crafts, 
cooking,  sports  and  games  activities,  an  optional  swim  lesson,  special  events  and  field  trips 
to  Worcester  Science  Museum  and  Southwick  Zoo.  The  Moonbounce  was  a  welcomed 
back  favorite  to  camp  Included  in  the  fee  is  a  tee  shirt  and  insulated  lunch  bag  for  all 
participants  and  a  cookout  every  second  Friday, 

Track  &  Field  -  This  ever  popular  summer  program  for  ages  7-14  continued  to  thrive 
with  over  150  children  participating,  included  were  short  and  long  distance  running  events, 
field  events  and  intramural  competitions.  We  are  located  at  the  Westford  Academy  track 
on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings.  A  tee  shirt  is  provided  to  all  registrants. 

Beaches 

-  Forge  Pond  and  Edwards  Beach  operated  seven  days  a  week  for,  10:00  AM.  -  6:00  PM, 
with  certified  lifeguards.  The  beach  season  was  from  June  25th  through  August  28th.  The 
swim  instruction  program  had  over  5090  youngsters,  plus  individuals  from  Day  Camp, 
enrolled  in  lessons  which  included  Water  Orientation  for  3  -  5  year  olds. 

Beach  tags  and  guest  passes  were  purchased  by  over  3,000  residents.  All  lifeguards  are 
certified  and  trained  in  CPR  and  First  Aid.  The  majority  of  lifeguards  are  Westford 
residents.  Over  350  passes  to  Senior  citizens  were  given  out  for  beach  use. 

Improvements  were  made  to  both  beaches  in  1996.  Full  concession  stands  were  added 
which  offers  residents  more  service  and  youths  summer  employment..  Both  beaches  met 
full  ADA  requirements. 

Tennis  Lessons-  The  tennis  program  was  a  great  success  and  has  grown  to  over  75 
students  of  children  and  adults. 

Two  tennis  courts  at  the  Whitney  and  Parker  fields  will  be  re-furbished  in  the  spring  of 
1997. 

ADULT  RECREATION  PROGRAMS 


Adult  Recreation  -  All  Adult  Recreation  programs  are  completely  self-sustaining  with  all 
costs  borne  by  participants  and  sponsors  except  for  the  facilities  provided  by  the  WRC 
and  the  School  Department,. 

Women’s  Volleyball:  This  group  played  on  Tuesday  nights  at  the  Abbot  School  gym. 
This  is  a  non-structured  group  and  is  composed  of  50  women  of  all  ages  who  live  or  work 
in  Westford  Director  is  Rita  Norander. 
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Men’s  Volleyball  -  Held  on  Friday  nights  at  the  Abbot  School  gym,  this  program  runs 
from  September  -  March  and  is  a  popular  means  of  exercise  for  men  of  all  ages  Director 
Dennis  “Spike”  Walsh 

Other  Offerings  -The  Recreation  Department  is  pleased  to  provide  the  following 
programs:  adult  men  or  women  golf  lessons,  adult  tennis  lessons,  adult  private/group 
lessons,  and  canoe  trips  and  lessons.  A  golf  tournament  will  be  held  June  27th  at 
Townsend  Ridge  Country  Club  Look  for  details  soon 

COMMUNITY  PROGRAMS 

Apple  Blossom  ’96  Family  Fun  Run/Walk-  This  annual  event  took  place  in  May  1996 
The  course  covered  the  1.7  miles  from  Westford  Academy  up  Main  Street  to  a  welcomed 
finish  at  the  Library.  This  year  there  were  over  200  participants  who  received  a  free  tee 
shirt  and  everyone  broke  the  tape  at  the  finish  Special  thanks  to  all  the  Sponsors  that 
helped  out. 

The  Westford  Community  Playground  Inc  -  The  Westford  Community  playground  is  a 
non-profit  parent  run  organization  created  to  build  and  maintain  playgrounds  for  the 
children  of  Westford  The  Committee  was  established  by  Paula  Campbell  in  1989  with  the 
goal  of  providing  a  centrally  located  safe  place  for  parents  and  caregivers  to  meet  with 
their  children. 

Volunteers  and  donations  are  always  needed  If  interested,  Paula  Campbell  can  be 
reached  at  692-5252. 

Halloween  Parade  -Westford ’s  2nd  annual  Halloween  Parade  was  held  the  last  Sunday  in 
October  before  Halloween.  This  was  a  joint  venture  with  the  Roudenbush  Community 
Center  with  over  2,000  participants.  The  parade  began  at  Westford  Common  and  ended 
at  the  Roudenbush  Community  Center  Refreshments  were  enjoyed  by  all  participants  and 
each  family  received  a  Halloween  treat  Our  program  expanded  this  year  with  the 
Haunted  House  in  conjunction  with  the  DARE  Program  Thanks  to  all  who  helped 

Santa  Letters  -  This  year  Westford  Recreation  sent  out  Santa  Letters  through  a  special  P 
O  Box  This  new  program  went  well  and  anyone  interested  in  this  free  program  should  let 
the  Recreation  Department  know  in  November 

Easter  Egg  Hunt  -  The  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt  was  held  at  the  Abbot  field  this  year 
There  were  over  300  participants  that  took  part  in  the  hunt  Each  child  received  prizes  in 
each  egg 
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The  Recreation  Department  is  poised  for  continuing  growth  Our  mission  is  to  provide 
passive  and  active  recreational  programs  and  activities  which  promote  the  family  and 
community.  This  year  a  partnership  was  developed  between  the  organizations,  local 
businesses,  volunteers  and  the  Recreation  Department  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that 
we  meet  our  goals  into  the  future.  Recreation  is  an  important  element  in  the  fabric  of  our 
community  and  the  quality  of  life  for  citizens  of  all  ages. 

The  Westford  Recreation  Commission  is  enthusiastic  about  the  future  of  the  Westford 
Recreation  Department  and  looks  forward  to  working  with  the  community.  We  welcome 
any  suggestions  and  are  open  for  new  ideas  and  programs.  Anyone  interested  may  attend 
these  meetings  at  any  time  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Rose  McGrath  Thoman,  Director 

Glen  Townsend,  Chairman 

Beth  Ahern 

Ray  Fortin 

Kim  Healy 

Sheila  Hulings 

Janice  Ryan 
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Roudenbush  Community  Center 

A  True  Bargain! 


We  are  still  growing! 

It's  time  to  assess  the  cost  of  Roudenbush  to  the  Town  of  Westford.  The  town  contributed  $20,000 
to  maintain  this  vital  center,  but  that  amount  only  partially  pays  the  salary  of  the  Director!  The 
remainder  of  our  budget  of  1 .7  million  dollars  is  raised  by  fees  and  tuitions.  What  is  this  large 
amount  used  for?  Most  of  it  is  immediately  returned  to  the  people  of  the  town.  How?  In  3  major 
categories:  1)  Services  rendered  to  the  people  who  use  our  programs;  2)  Salaries  of  our 
employees,  most  of  whom  reside  in  Westford;  3)  Capital  improvements  to  the  Town-owned 
buildings.  This  last  figure  is  well  over  $100,000  for  repairs,  painting,  and  improvements. 

More  and  more  people  are  taking  advantage  of  Roudenbush  programs 

The  Summer,  Fall,  and  Winter  brochures  are  even  bigger  with  over  200  programs  per  brochure 
being  offered.  The  gymnastics  program  has  added  classes  and  continues  to  grow.  The  CED  programs 
have  increased  40%  in  the  last  3  years.  Hats  off  to:  Ginger  Doucette,  adult  programs;  Martha 
McQuade,  children’s  programs;  and  Kathy  Missett,  gymnastics,  for  a  great  job. 

What  a  staff! 

Roudenbush  is  blessed  with  people  who  take  pride  in  their  work.  Not  only  the  teachers,  but  the 
custodians,  directors,  office  staff,  and  volunteers  as  well.  We  give  a  special  thank  you  to  the 
Business  Office  staff  who  have  had  to  cope  with  our  rapid  growth.  Time  is  the  most  precious  gift  and 
Roudenbush  is  rich  in  workers  and  volunteers  who  give  a  lot  and  work  hard.  Roudenbush  now 
employs  90  people  who  help  bring  the  best  programs  to  you. 

What  a  community! 

Roudenbush  is  fortunate  to  have  the  support  of  a  wonderful  community.  In  this  small  space,  we 
can't  even  begin  to  list  everyone  who  has  helped  Roudenbush,  so  let  one  big  THANK  YOU  do  for  all. 

Our  buildings  are  still  standing. 

They're  worn  and  torn,  but  they're  ours  and  we  love  them.  Despite  the  difficult  financial  times,  we 
kept  them  up  even  better  than  we  expected.  This  year's  major  projects  all  involved  65  Main  Street. 

The  outside  was  painted,  the  parking  lot  was  stripped  and  repaved,  and  the  boiler  finally  yielded  to 
the  ravages  of  a  century  of  use  and  had  to  be  completely  replaced,  along  with  much  of  the  piping.  In 
addition  to  these  three  major  expenses,  many  "small"  repairs  and  upgrades  were  accomplished, 
helping  keep  these  Town-owned  buildings  looking  good.  Thanks  to  devoted  workers,  loving 
volunteers,  and  lots  of  elbow  grease,  all  three  buildings  look  younger  than  they  really  are. 

We  couldn't  do  it  without  our  Director. 

Patti  Mason  has  finished  her  second  full  year  as  Director.  Her  exceptional  skills  are  clearly 
reflected  in  the  success  of  the  Roudenbush  Community  Center.  She  has  guided  us  through  a  period  of 
unprecedented  growth,  always  insisting  on  the  highest  standards  for  herself  and  the  programs. 

Health  services  available. 

One  of  our  many  areas  of  community  service  is  in  health  services.  Roudenbush,  working  with  town 
nurse  Sandy  Collins,  hosts  a  variety  of  the  Westford  Board  of  Health's  programs.  Included  are  adult 
health  maintenance,  well  child  clinic,  pap  smear  clinic,  and  immunization  clinicsand  a  variety  of 
screenings  held  in  the  Health  Services  facility  in  the  lower  level  of  Roudenbush.  Appointments  are 
necessary  for  most  clinics  and  in  some  cases  a  small  fee  is  charged  to  cover  the  cost  of  supplies. 
CPR/First  Aid  classes  are  also  offered  on  a  regular  basis  at  65  Main  St.  and  at  Roudenbush  at  Nab. 
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What  about  Frost? 

The  building  is  holding  up  beautifully,  despite  --  or  perhaps  because  of  --  being  filled  to  capacity 
every  working  day.  They  even  have  their  own  little  newsletter.  Among  the  notable  achievements  at 
Frost  were  their  support  of  the  Toys  for  Tots  program  and  their  mammoth  collection  of  food  for  the 
Westford  Senior  Center.  Frequent  trips  and  activities  keep  everyone  involved  and  enthusiastic.  A 
huge  thank  you  is  shouted  to  Vivian  Norton  and  all  those  who  care  for  the  children  at  Frost. 

Frost  expands  to  new  site  at  the  new  First  Parish  Church  Hall. 

Kindergarten  aged  children  were  in  danger  of  being  shut  out  due  to  lack  of  room  before  an  energetic 
partnership  was  arranged.  Approximately  55  children  are  using  this  new  site.  It  appears  to  be  a 
roaring  success. 

Old  Nab  and  65  Main  Street  Preschool  classes  are  also  crowded. 

Roudenbush  offers  a  variety  of  expanded  programs  for  the  younger  ages.  Diane  Nutt  and  her 
volunteer  husband,  Richard,  deserve  a  big  Roudenbush  hats  off  for  their  hard  work  along  with  the 
other  staff  and  volunteers  who  keep  Old  Nab  in  topnotch  condition.  Roudenbush  Children's  Center 
Preschool  at  65  Main  Street  continues  to  have  exciting  and  challenging  programs.  The  staff  and 
volunteers  continue  to  make  this  very  successful.  Of  course,  without  Liz  Mayer  and  her  enthusiasm 
Roudenbush  wouldn't  have  the  excellent  preschool  programs  we  have. 

What  would  we  do  without  the  Roudenbush  Associates? 

Even  with  all  the  success  of  the  wide  variety  of  programs,  Roudenbush  wouldn't  be  a  total  success 
story  without  the  Associates.  Their  charter  is  simple:  to  raise  funds  for  and  public  awareness  of 
the  Roudenbush  Community  Center.  Once  again  this  wonderful  group  of  volunteers  has  far  exceeded 
expectations.  Recently,  the  12th  edition  of  the  Roudenbush  Directory  was  mailed  to  every  house¬ 
hold.  That  project  netted  $34,000  from  advertising  and  will  provide  the  funds  needed  for  a  wide 
variety  of  capital  improvements.  Besides  their  fiscal  support,  the  Associates  are  always  there 
when  we  need  them.  Their  enthusiasm  helps  us  all.  THANK  YOU! 

Roudenbush  Associates  Board  of  Directors: 

Ellen  Harde,  President  Susan  Hamalainen,  Vice  President 

Andrew  Kusmin,  Treasurer  Christine  Dwyer,  Secretary 

Patty  Cooke  Ann  Demeranville  Colleen  Thomson 

What  does  the  Roudenbush  Committee  do  anyway? 

This  15-member  committee  is  responsible  for  setting  policy  and,  in  its  TRCCI  role,  is  the  fiscal 
agent  of  Roudenbush.  A  variety  of  subcommittees  do  the  lion's  share  of  the  work.  Their  many 
recommendations  are  submitted  to  the  Committee  during  its  regular  monthly  meetings  (open  to  all) 
at  which  time  they  are  discussed  and  voted  upon. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Tim  Butler,  Chairperson 
Denny  Wood,  ViceChairperson 
Peg  Blanchard, 

Debbie  Rorke,  Secretary,  RCCC 
Marc  Roy 


Karen  Benway 
Richard  Nutt 
Jayne  Stafstrom 
Nancy  DiMaggio 


Jan  Fulton 
Charlotte  Scott 
Karen  Basinas 
Bob  Waskiewicz 
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WESTFORD  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
1995-1996  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OVERVIEW 


During  the  1995-1996  school  year  we  continued  to  have  extraordinary  growth, 
especially  at  the  elementary  level.  Our  K- 12  enrollment  increased  by  2 10  students,  121 
of  which  were  in  grades  K-5.  This  relentless  growth,  combined  with  fiscal  restraints, 
has  resulted  in  larger  class  sizes.  Even  with  additional  State  funds  and  increased 
budget,  we  have  had  to  reduce  approximately  $300,000  from  our  current  services  and 
programs  to  meet  these  growth  demands.  In  reviewing  State  statistical  data,  Westford 
Schools  are  not  enjoying  the  benefits  of  additional  State  funding  of  education.  In  1992, 
the  year  preceding  the  Educational  Reform  Act  of  1993,  Westford  was  spending  $4898 
with  the  State  average  being  $5031.  Since  1994,  Westford's  average  per  pupil  spending 
has  deteriorated  while  the  State  average  has  increased.  The  1994  data  shows 
Westford's  per  pupil  expenditure  has  dropped  to  $4720  while  the  State  per  pupil 
average  has  increased  to  $5348.  The  primary  reason  for  this  has  been  our 
extraordinary  student  growth.  State  reimbursement  is  based  on  two-year  old  data. 
This  results  in  the  State  not  being  able  to  use  accurate  enrollment  counts  to  properly 
reimburse  us.  This  lag  causes  Westford  not  to  receive  actual  reimbursement;  our 
enrollment  is  about  400  pupils  more  than  the  Department  of  Education's  data  shows  as 
our  enrollment  count.  There  is  also  a  provision  within  the  Reform  Act  which  has  an 
impact  on  the  operational  monies  available  to  manage  our  schools.  This  facet  of  the  Act 
allows  a  community  to  gain  a  credit  if  it  spends  significant  money  on  capital 
expenditures. 

This  credit  provision  states  that  each  year  the  Commonwealth  will  determine  an 
average  per  pupil  cost  for  capital  equipment  purchasing  and  construction  expenditures. 
If  a  community  exceeds  this  per  pupil  average  it  can  use  the  funds  it  spends  above  this 
amount  as  a  credit  to  meet  its  local  educational  commitment.  For  a  growth  community 
such  as  Westford,  the  MASS  Taxpayers  Foundation  has  reported  that  unless  the  State 
provides  additional  funds  that  our  schools  will  continue  to  lose  ground.  For  this 
reason,  legislation  has  been  filed  in  an  effort  to  meet  the  needs  generated  in  rapidly 
growing  communities. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Permanent  School  Building  Committee,  expansion  and 
renovation  of  the  Nabnasset  has  begun.  The  project  will  take  approximately  18  months 
to  complete.  Once  completed  the  NAB  youngsters  will  enjoy  upgraded  classrooms  and 
new  kindergarten  areas  which  meet  State  requirements.  These  students  will  now  have 
what  is  in  all  other  elementary  schools:  a  separate  gym  and  cafe  along  with  a  wonderful 
media  center. 

The  School  Building  Committee  presented  the  Town  with  the  need  to  renovate  and 
expand  Westford  Academy.  At  the  spring  Town  election  the  citizens  supported  the  need 
to  develop  design  and  architectural  plans.  During  next  year,  the  Building  Committee 
will  be  hiring  an  architectural  firm  and  meeting  with  key  personnel  to  ensure  that  the 
proposed  project  fulfills  the  needs  of  staff  and  students.  The  group  will  be  submitting  a 
construction  plan,  in  time  for  the  1997  Town  election,  to  the  Townspeople  for  its 
consideration  and  support. 
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This  year  we  saw  the  retirement  of  two  dedicated  elementary  teachers,  Janet 
Stoddard  and  Kenneth  Gerken.  Together  these  staff  members  provided  Westford's 
children  with  54  years  of  dedicated  and  caring  teaching.  Also  retiring  at  the  end  of  this 
year  was  Henry  Leyland  who  came  to  Westford  in  1956  as  a  teacher  but  for  most  of  his 
four  decades  in  Westford  will  be  remembered  as  the  Principal  of  the  Nabnasset  and 
Abbot  Schools.  Henry's  administrative  skills  and  commitment  to  the  Town's  students 
will  always  be  remembered. 


CURRICULUM  AND  INSTRUCTION 


This  past  year,  as  part  of  the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1993,  the  primary  thrust  of 
all  our  academic  study  committees  was  to  assess  our  current  curriculum  to  determine 
its  alignment  to  the  State-developed  academic  standards  (Frameworks).  By  year's  end 
the  task  groups  provided  the  Superintendent  and  School  Committee  with  an  alignment 
analysis  of  each  of  the  Framework  areas.  From  this  data  it  was  determined  that  much 
of  our  curriculum  was  in  step  with  the  Commonwealth’s  guidelines.  For  those 
curriculum  segments  not  in  alignment,  staff  will  spend  the  1996-1997  school  year 
making  alterations  to  our  instructional  program  to  ensure  that  Westford's  curriculum 
has  the  same  student  standards  as  is  expected  within  the  Frameworks. 

A  second  goal  of  the  study  groups  was  to  begin  reviewing  our  student  curriculum 
expectations  and  enhancing  the  enrichment  opportunities.  The  current  expectations 
provide  the  classroom  teachers  with  a  listing  of  what  is  to  be  minimally  achieved  by  all 
students.  By  establishing  extensions  to  these  minimum  expectations,  teachers  will  be 
more  consistent  in  identifying  more  challenging  activities  for  those  students  capable  of 
going  beyond  the  basic  program.  The  development  of  these  differentiated  student 
expectations  will  be  completed  next  year. 


PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

As  part  of  the  Educational  Reform  Act,  communities  are  required  to  allocate  a 
portion  of  its  operating  budget  to  provide  teachers  and  administrators  with  professional 
training.  The  major  focus  of  this  effort  is  to  allow  all  staff  members  the  opportunity  to 
receive  the  necessary  credits  (Individual  Professional  Development  Points  -  PDPs)  to 
maintain  their  State  certifications.  Prior  to  the  Educational  Reform  Act,  professional 
staff  received  a  lifetime  certification.  The  law  now  requires  that  all  certificates  must  be 
renewed  on  a  five-year  cycle. 

To  meet  this  requirement,  each  school  has  created  its  own  Professional 
Development  Team  whose  responsibility  it  is  to  identify  and  provide  specific  professional 
development  activities.  We  have  also  initiated  a  systemwide  Professional  Development 
Steering  Committee  to  coordinate  and  assist  individual  schools.  This  systemwide  group 
also  ensures  that  all  educational  personnel  training  works  toward  meeting  personal, 
school,  systemwide,  and  State  goals. 
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THE  1995-96  SCHOOL  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 


WESTFORD  ACADEMY 


Westford  Academy  pursues  theme  of  "Educating  People  for  the  21st 
Century4’. 

The  school  community  of  Westford  Academy  actively  pursued  the  theme 
"Educating  people  for  the  21st  Century"  during  the  1995-96  school  year.  Several 
initiatives  were  launched  by  school  organizations  as  "Educational  Reform"  became  the 
blueprint  for  action. 

Professional  Development  activities  focused  on  the  newly  adopted  curriculum 
frameworks  as  discussion  occurred  within  all  disciplines. 

Westford  Academy's  School  Council  saw  several  of  its  goals  implemented:  its  plan 
to  meet  the  State  Department  of  Education's  Time  and  Learning  requirement  of  990 
hours:  its  plan  to  implement  programs  that  promote  the  understanding  of  diversity  and 
the  acceptance  of  people's  differences,  the  plan  to  address  the  career/vocational  needs  of 
all  students,  and  the  installation  of  a  comprehensive  phone  system  to  make  Westford 
Academy  more  accessible  to  the  community. 

Members  of  the  School  Council: 

Joseph  F.  Lisi,  Principal 
Teachers 

Edward  Scollan  -  Co-chairman 

Carlene  Craib 

Carl  Lyman 

Parents 

Jack  Burnham  Elaine  Francis 

Joseph  DeBilio  Marilyn  Gallardo 

Students 

Scott  Lyman  Jeffrey  Lyman 

Community  Members 

Patti  Mason 
Frances  Mower 
John  Pyra 


Staff  Retire 

Helen  Greel,  Principal's  Secretary  and  Audrey  Barry,  Financial  Secretary,  retired 
after  6  and  9  years  respectively  serving  staff,  students,  and  parents  at  Westford 
Academy.  Both  secretaries  served  many  years  at  other  schools  in  the  system  before 
coming  to  Westford  Academy. 
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25  Years  of  Service 

In  May  we  recognized  Priscilla  Hughes  for  25  years  of  Service.  Mrs.  Hughes  was 
presented  with  the  traditional  Westford  Academy  Captain's  chair. 


National  Honor  Society 

The  annual  Banquet  and  Induction  Ceremony  for  the  Tadmuck  Chapter  of 
National  Honor  Society  at  Westford  Academy  was  held  recently  at  the  Westford 
Regency.  Fifty-three  (53)  new  members  were  inducted  into  the  Society  by  the  advisor, 
Janet  Bryant,  and  the  outgoing  officers,  Salmaan  Shikari  (President),  Lawrence  Yang 
(VP),  Kathleen  O'Brien  (Treasurer)  and  Emily  Ciampa  (Secretary).  The  new  members 
are:  Lisa  Cain,  Melissa  Carey,  Cheryl  Craig,  Jean  Deardon,  Kristen  Fisher,  Katy 
Gardiner,  Michael  Hanes,  Sue  Harrington,  Douglas  Libby,  Scott  Mates,  Nicole 
Salemme,  Kristin  Schubert,  Leslie  Scroggins,  Colby  Teller,  Jessica  Williams, 
Christopher  Allred,  Barbara  Anderson,  Megan  Bayer,  Aaron  Beals,  Nicole  Beaulieu, 
Melissa  Bhatnager,  Susan  Bonney,  Kathrine  Chase,  Denise  Cherng,  Timothy  Clark, 
Kathleen  Collins,  Kaitlin  Conley,  David  Fillebrown,  Anthony  Frasso,  Sara  Gerhardt, 
Alison  Goodrich,  Jennifer  Hanley,  Christopher  Hobday,  Brant  Kaylor,  Ellisa  Larrivee, 
Eliza-Beth  Lerch,  Faith  L'Esperance,  Kathleen  Lewis,  Sara  Mahoney,  Rebecca 
Montress,  Paul  Murach,  Claire  O'Brien,  Elizabeth  Peterson,  Timothy  Reppucci,  Melissa 
Sarno,  Samip  Shah,  Jill  Stephenson,  Jessica  Tenaglia,  John  Thurston,  Ashley  Tveit, 
Sara  Vlasak,  Heather  Wang,  and  Rachel  Ward. 

Junior  Awards  were  presented  to  the  four  Junior  members  who  best  demonstrate 
the  four  qualities  required  for  membership  in  NHS:  Kristen  Welsh  (Scholarship),  Arif 
Shaikh  (Service),  Maureen  Karpinsky  (Leadership),  and  Alyson  Viera  (Character). 

The  officers  for  the  1996-1997  school  year  were  introduced.  Alyson  Viera  will 
serve  as  President,  Patricia  Hughes  as  Vice  President,  Lauren  Berenson  as  Treasurer, 
and  Catherine  Kelley  as  Secretary. 

The  evening  concluded  with  the  presentation  of  the  Senior  Books,  given  to  the 
Senior  members  by  the  Trustees  of  Westford  Academy.  Mr.  James  Kazeniac  and  Mr. 
Alfred  Wyman  representing  the  Trustees  presented  the  books  to  the  following  seniors: 
Salmaan  Shikari,  Lawrence  Yang,  Kathleen  O'Brien,  Emily  Ciampa,  Allyson  Kelley, 
Christopher  Simoglou,  Stacy  Berenson,  Matthew  Cerrone,  Nicole  Charron,  Rachel 
Cohen,  David  Conley,  Kathleen  Cray,  Jennifer  Cutler,  Katherine  Dodson,  Robin 
Dodson,  Brian  Drula,  Angela  Dunn,  Joshua  Eager,  Anya  Federowski,  Robert  Flint,  Jill 
Gendron,  Christine  Griffin,  Brian  Guzas,  David  Guzas,  Meng  Kit,  Jennifer  Kleimon, 
Michele  Lynch,  Meghanne  McClendon,  Jennifer  Morawiak,  Faith  Murach,  Elizabeth 
Noonan,  Sue  O'Brien,  Christian  Parke,  Levi  Rothman,  Laura  Schuft,  Amanda  Silva, 
Peter  Sparks,  James  Stevens,  Michael  Switzer,  Kristen  Tocci,  Timothy  Ward,  Nathaniel 
Wieselquist,  and  Lindsay  Willard. 


Staff  Appreciation  Week  -  April  1  -  4,  1996 

On  April  1 ,  staff  members  were  greeted  with  a  continental  breakfast  as  a  kick-off 
to  Staff  Appreciation  Week  festivities,  sponsored  by  Westford  Academy's  Student 
Council  and  Parent  Advisory  Committee.  Activities  included:  drawings  for  gifts 
donated  by  local  organizations  and  businesses,  a  catered  luncheon  served  by  parents 
and  colorful  balloons  to  end  the  four  day  week.  Desserts  were  provided  by  the  excellent 
Foods  Service  Department. 
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Coordinators  for  the  activities: 

Student  Council:  Balloons,  Breakfast 

Staff  Luncheon:  Stacy  Connelly 

Dorothy  Gaumer 
(Catered  by  Nashoba  Tech.) 

The  following  parents  contributed  time  and/or  served  at  the  luncheon:  Becky 
Doherty,  Tricia  Eckel,  Barbara  Wood,  Valerie  Allred,  Barbara  Whalen.  Stacy  Connelly, 
Dorothy  Gaumer,  Kathy  Fellows. 

Businesses  that  Donated  Gifts:  Browse  &  Beans,  Burger  King.  Boston  Market, 
Agresti's,  Old  Westford  Candy  Shop,  Sweet  Peas,  Floral  Arts  of  Westford,  Teaching  Toys. 
Westford  Christmas  Shop,  Drew  Farms  Country  Store,  The  Card  Cottage.  Outlook  at 
Nashoba  Valley,  American  Video,  Photo  Finish,  Colonial  Oven  Bakery,  Kimball  Farm 
Driving  Range,  Kimball's  Ice  Cream,  Westford  Style  Center,  Holly  Hill  Framing. 
Nabnasset  Drug  Health  Mart,  Quick  Check  Supermarket,  Brookside  Studios,  Westford 
House  of  Pizza,  Osco  Drug,  Li'l  Peach,  The  Westford  Regency,  Domino  s  Pizza. 


BLANCHARD  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 


Working  toward  our  School  Council  goal  of  "Enhancing  School  Climate," 
Blanchard  has  adopted  a  motto  which  captures  the  school’s  core  values:  Blanchard 
"ROCKS"  (Respect,  Opportunity,  Cooperation,  Kindness,  and  Service).  Each 
advisor/advisee  group  concentrated  on  one  of  these  values  every  month  through 
activities  including:  creating  and  hanging  colorful  respect  banners  around  the  school, 
producing  a  booklet  of  middle  school  opportunities  for  incoming  sixth  graders, 
cooperatively  building  a  structure  out  of  newspaper  to  house  the  entire  group,  writing 
kind  thoughts  of  thanks  to  various  staff  members,  and  delivering  potted  plants  to 
Blanchard's  neighbors  as  a  service  project. 

In  celebration  of  National  Middle  School  Month  in  March,  Blanchard  held  a 
Blanchard  Pride  Week,  featuring  a  dress-up  day,  a  tea/reception  for  Town  officials  and 
guests,  a  celebration  of  Lloyd  Blanchard’s  79th  birthday,  and  a  sweatshirt  drive  which 
amassed  over  600  sweatshirts  to  donate  to  homeless  shelters. 


Community  Involvement 

Throughout  the  year,  Blanchard  has  welcomed  many  community  members  into 
our  school  and  has  received  support  from  various  community  organizations. 
Expanding  the  Acorns  to  Oaks  project,  Helena  "Mickie"  Crocker  assisted  us  in  setting  up 
over  100  senior  citizens  as  penpals  with  sixth  graders.  After  several  letters  and 
responses,  students  finally  met  their  penpal  in  May,  treating  their  guest  to  lunch,  a 
computer  lesson,  a  handmade  gift,  and  a  potted  plant. 


170 


As  a  part  of  project  Re-Seed,  a  science  initiative  which  trains  retired  scientists  to 
go  into  schools,  Westford  residents  Bill  Wisnowski  and  Bernie  Goldberg  conducted 
several  hands-on  experiments  with  our  students.  During  a  stock  market  unit,  parent 
Ronald  Lawler  met  with  five  math  classes  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  many  concepts 
involved  with  buying  and  selling  stocks. 

The  Blanchard  PTO  again  raised  over  $10,000  through  its  magazine  drive  and 
other  fund  raisers,  and  this  money  was  devoted  to  providing  enrichment  programs  and 
little  "extras"  for  our  students:  Star  Lab,  'The  Ballad  of  Chico  Mendez,"  "Louisa  May 
Alcott,"  writer  Steven  Michael  Harris,  "The  Three  Mill  Girls,"  "Molly  Pitcher,"  and 
"Ellen  Craft."  The  PTO  also  underwrote  much  of  the  cost  for  the  assignment  book  which 
each  student  receives  at  the  beginning  of  school.  The  Westford  Partnership  funded 
grants  for  eighth  grade  teachers  to  develop  an  interdisciplinary  etymology  unit  and  for 
two  integrated  arts  teachers  to  work  with  students  in  creating  hanging  mobiles  for  the 
Media  Center.  A  generous  Newcomers’  donation  purchased  interactive  software  for  our 
computer  lab.  The  support  of  each  of  these  organizations  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Curriculum 

Interdisciplinary  units  are  an  integral  part  of  instruction  at  the  middle  school 
level,  and  this  year  students  participated  in  some  new  endeavors  as  well  as  some  well- 
established  activities  which  make  learning  meaningful  and  exciting.  Units  including 
the  AMC  Outdoor  Classroom  experience.  Insects,  Water,  Life  Skills  (writing  a  resume, 
preparing  a  budget),  Water,  Rainforest,  Cross  Country  Trip,  and  Acorns  to  Oaks  had 
students  working  on  activities  in  which  subject  area  lines  are  blurred  and  which 
demonstrate  the  interconnectedness  of  the  disciplines. 

Blanchard's  Exposition  held  in  May  was  a  great  success,  giving  students  an 
opportunity  to  share  with  their  parents  the  work  and  projects  they  had  produced  and 
were  justly  proud  of.  The  PTO-sponsored  ice  cream  social  and  our  annual  Recital  Hour 
added  to  the  festivities  of  this  event. 

The  Blanchard  teachers  are  always  involved  in  projects  to  enhance  the 
experiences  of  their  students,  and  this  year  has  been  no  exception.  Seventh  grade 
science  teachers  participated  in  Project  Wet  which  explored  wetlands  and  area 
watersheds,  and  they  developed  and  implemented  a  number  of  exciting  activities  for 
their  classes.  A  sixth  grade  and  a  seventh  grade  science  teacher  and  our  computer 
technology  teacher  were  awarded  a  competitive  grant  to  participate  in  Environ-Net,  a 
program  to  bringing  the  internet  into  science  classroom.  This  two-year  program 
includes  two  weeks  of  training  at  Simmons  College  during  the  summer  and  will  provide 
Blanchard  with  materials  to  implement  the  activities.  Utilizing  state  grant  Curriculum 
Frameworks  funds,  eighth  grade  math  and  science  teachers  worked  on  strengthening 
the  connections  between  these  subjects  in  the  middle  school  curriculum.  Another  group 
of  teachers  developed  an  interdisciplinary  unit  on  slavery  to  be  implemented  next  year. 
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Future  Plans 


The  Blanchard  School  Council  identified  four  goal  areas  for  the  1996-97  school 

year: 

•  Supporting  the  Whole  Middle  School  Child 

•  Honoring  Diversity 

•  Cultivating  Community  Support 

•  Implementing  Education  Reform  Mandates 

During  the  next  school  year,  we  will  expand  our  advisor/advisee  program  to  a  daily 
meeting,  during  which  each  staff  member  will  work  with  his  or  her  advisees  on  topics 
such  as  the  Blanchard  core  values,  valuing  diversity,  building  self  esteem  and  a  sense  of 
community,  and  assisting  students  with  goal  setting  and  academic  support.  These  and 
other  activites  are  planned  to  support  each  of  the  middle  schoolers  of  Westford  and  help 
them  to  achieve  success. 


UPPER  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

ABBOT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


School  Advisory  Council  continues  to  be  a  driving  force  to  school  improvement. 
This  year  the  membership  includes  Parents  Dini-Healey  Coffin,  CO-Chair;  Caroline 
Fisher:  Karen  Long;  Sue  McHenry:  and  teachers  Ruth  Guild,  Grade  3;  Lucille  Dadmun, 
Grade  4;  and  Lloyd  Maranville,  Grade  5.  In  addition  to  building  and  curriculum 
improvements,  the  Council  had  the  responsibility  of  expending  $10,500  School  Choice 
money.  Five  computers  with  CD  Roms  for  our  lab  were  purchased  along  with  writing 
guide  books  for  all  teachers  to  use  as  resource  books. 

Our  PTO  generously  donated  two  computers  with  CD  Roms  for  our  library.  In 
adddition,  they  gave  $3200  for  a  Cuisenaire  Math  Material  Scanner  for  computers  and  a 
$1400  sound  system.  Sally  Pratt,  Chairperson,  also  supported  the  school  in  many  other 
ways  with  volunteers'  Enrichment  Programs  and  a  Newsletter  called  the  Nabbbot  News. 

In  curriculum  improvement,  all  staff  participated  in  an  inservice  program  which 
Principal  Leyland  arranged  with  instructor  Mahesh  Sharma  of  The  Learning  Institute 
in  Framingham  and  Cambridge  College.  The  title  of  the  after-the-close-of-school 
program  was  Improving  Math  Instruction  through  the  use  of  Cuisenaire  Rods.  Staff  are 
to  be  commended  for  their  willingness  to  return  for  3  full  days  of  their  vacation.  These 
materials  were  purchased  for  all  children  to  use  in  their  classrooms.  Staff  continue  to 
represent  Abbot  School  on  all  curriculum  committees  in  the  town.  Mrs.  Hebert  served 
as  the  staff  development  chairperson  of  the  Abbot  staff  and  representative  to  the 
townwide  curriculum  committee. 

An  Inventors  Fayre  was  held  in  April  and  a  demonstration  of  students' 
accomplishments  was  presented  in  May.  Grade  5  presented  a  spirited  patriotic  play  for 
the  Memorial  Day  Remembrance.  The  grade  5  class  and  Officer  Peachey  of  D.A.R.E. 
contributed  a  25  inch  T.V.  and  V.C.R.  to  our  library. 
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The  D.A.R.E.  program  under  Officer  Ray  Peachey's  direction  had  their  graduation 
in  March  at  the  Abbot  School  and  all  Fifth  Grade  students  received  a  shirt  and 
certificate  of  accomplishment. 

The  Bully  Proof  Program  was  piloted  by  Lucille  Dadmun  and  Maury  Frieman  in 
one  fourth  grade  class.  This  is  a  conflict-resolution  program  out  of  Wellesley  College. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  outgoing  Principal  Leyland  arranged  for  Mrs.  Mourtzinos,  Mrs. 
Flavell,  Mrs.  Dadmun,  Mrs.  Wikander,  Mrs.  Chachus,  Mr.  Maranville,  Mrs.  Pacsay, 
Mrs.  Nardini  and  new  Principal  Nortonen  to  attend  a  training  workshop  on  June  25 
after  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

Personnel  new  to  Abbot  School  this  fall  were  Cindy  Klecak-Speech  Therapist, 
Carol  Rice-Grade  3  who  moved  from  the  Robinson  School,  and  Counselor  Maury 
Frieman.  Two  Instructional  Aides  assisted  with  large  classes  on  the  Fifth  Grade-Susan 
Lerch  and  Diane  Mates.  Eric  Ruhmann  transferred  from  grade  5  to  Blanchard  School 
Grade  6  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Principal  Henry  Leyland  announced  his  retirement  at  the 
end  of  the  school  year  having  completed  forty-one  years  of  service,  forty  of  which  were 
in  Westford.  Michele  Nortonen  was  appointed  Principal  for  the  1996-97  school  year. 


NORMAN  E.DAY  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


The  Norman  E.  Day  School  commenced  it's  fourth  year  as  an  elementary  school 
with  students  in  grades  three  through  five.  The  annual  New  Student  Orientation 
program  was  conducted  for  students  who  were  new  to  the  Westford  Public  Schools. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Adjustment  Counselor  Jeannine  Haberman  students 
participated  in  a  bus  tour  of  Westford  with  special  stops  at  Drew  Farms  and  Kimball's 
Farm  Ice  Cream! 

Changes  in  the  physical  plant  included  leasing  of  a  high  speed/high  volume 
Risograph  printer,  removing  the  Stage  Curtain,  repairing  the  Gym  scoreboard, 
repairing  or  replacing  all  drinking  fountains,  painting  of  exterior  doors  and  trim,  the 
addition  of  12  metal  cabinets  into  the  Math  and  Science  Center,  plus  adding  a  water 
source  and  sink  to  Room  #100. 


Curriculum  and  Instruction 

During  the  academic  year  all  health  teachers  piloted  "The  Great  Body  Shop" 
curriculum  in  Health  class.  Westford  Community  Safety  Officer  Ray  Peachey 
successfully  conducted  the  DARE  Program  for  the  second  year.  Under  the  direction  of 
grade  5  Teacher  Susan  Yetten  and  Instructional  Aide  Barbara  Cope  twelve  grade  5 
students  competed  in  the  "Thinking  Cap  Bowl  ".  In  grade  4,  Mrs.  Hall,  Ms.  Hardy,  and 
Mrs.  Shestok  completed  a  survival  unit  focusing  on  linking  activities  to  language  arts, 
health,  science,  and  social  studies.  Students  worked  on  school-based  projects  in 
cooperative  groups  while  mentored  by  an  adult.  Children  in  grades  3-5  participated  in 
the  Inventor’s  Fayre  within  the  school.  Some  pupils  qualified  for  the  systemwide  Fayre 
held  at  the  Westford  Regency  in  May,  1996.  In  the  Media  Center  Mrs.  Kelly  conducted 
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another  successful  Human-i-tees  fund-raiser  to  purchase  technology  and  the  World 
Book  CD-Rom.  In  the  computer  lab  seven  new  Macintosh  computers  were  purchased 
with  School  Choice  funds  and  used  by  students  for  writing  and  editing  experiences, 
interactive  projects,  and  problem  solving  activities.  In  the  fall  grade  3  students 
completed  the  California  Achievement  Test  and  grade  4  children  were  assessed  through 
the  Massachusetts  Education  Assessment  Program  (MEAP).  In  March  the  first  annual 
curriculum  Expo  was  conducted  to  showcase  the  learning  process  within  our  school.  All 
grade  3  students  participated  in  activity  period,  a  pilot  program  for  extension 
opportunities.  Five  classrooms  in  the  building  piloted  the  Social  Competency 
curriculum.  Members  of  the  Interdisciplinary  Learning  Committee  received  a  grant 
from  the  Westford  Partnership  to  purchase  materials  for  further  development  of 
interdisciplinary  curriculum.  All  grade  3  children  ventured  on  bus  tours  of  Westford 
and  the  Westford  Museum  in  May,  1996.  This  successful  endeavor  maximized  many 
valuable  community  resources  and  was  coordinated  by  the  grade  3  teachers. 


Robinson/Day  P.T.O. 

The  Robinson/Day  P.T.O. ,  under  the  direction  of  Co-Presidents  Lynn  Ellis  and 
Angela  Martinez,  facilitated  a  positive  partnership  between  parents  and  our  school. 
The  following  programs  were  available  for  parents:  "An  Overview  of  Social 
Competency",  "World  Book  CD-Rom",  "Homework  and  Organizational  Skills",  and 
"Issues  of  Diversity".  The  regularly  scheduled  monthly  business  meetings  included 
agenda  items  for  approval  of  the  previous  meeting’s  minutes.  Treasurer’s  Report, 
committee  reports.  Principal's  updates.  School  Advisory  Council  updates,  old  business 
and  new  business.  Some  of  the  many  successful  fund-raisers  completed  during  the  year 
were  Gift  Wrap  Sale,  Sweatsuit  Sale,  Pumpkin  Fair,  and  the  Ice  Cream  Social.  Services 
provided  by  the  P.T.O.  included  the  publishing  of  a  Robinson/Day  School  Directory. 
School  Store.  Emergency  Phone  Tree,  and  a  Lunch  Fund.  At  the  September  P.T.O. 
meeting  elections  were  held  for  the  parent  representatives  on  the  School  Advisory 
Councils.  Parents  volunteered  in  the  school  as  guest  speakers,  party  coordinators 
within  the  classrooms,  in  the  Library,  at  Field  Day,  as  field  trip  chaperones,  and  as 
clerical  assistants.  A  Newcomer's  Coffee  was  conducted  in  the  fall  to  tour  new  families 
around  the  school  and  welcome  them  to  Westford.  plus  meet  the  P.T.O.  Executive  board 
and  building  Principal.  A  Math  and  Science  Center  Committee  met  regularly  to  discuss 
the  needs  of  students  and  staff  with  hands-on  manipulatives  and  software  for  Math  and 
Science.  Enrichment  Coordinator  Rosemary  Huson  scheduled  the  following  programs: 
Bay  Colony  Educators,  Southwick  Zoo,  "Birds  of  Prey",  Native  American  Perspectives. 
"Secret  Garden",  and  "Open  The  Door".  A  monthly  calendar  was  developed  and 
distributed  by  parent  Cheryl  Smith  to  communicate  the  many  activities  and  programs 
sponsored  by  the  Day  School  and  P.T.O.  The  Grade  Five  T-Shirt  Sale  was  conducted  by 
parent  Kathy  Smith  and  was  special  for  the  grade  5  students! 


School  Advisory  Council 

The  1995-1996  school  year  marked  the  third  year  School  Advisory  Councils  were 
mandated  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  as  part  of  The  Education  Reform  Act 
of  1993.  The  nine  members  of  the  Day  School  Advisory  Council  included  Co-Chairs 
Donna  DeFuria-Wellman  (grade  4  parent)  and  Kevin  Regan  (Principal).  Adjustment 
Counselor  Jeannine  Haberman,  grade  4our  teacher  JoAnn  Menzia,  grade  three  teacher 
Wanda  Hall,  community  member  Gwen  Donovan,  grade  5  parent  Donalene  Groom, 
grade  3  parent  Susan  Foley,  and  parent-at-large  Darlene  Faherty.  In  November,  all 
School  Council  members  from  the  six  public  schools  participated  in  a  Rodeo  with 
various  constituent  groups  from  the  Westford  community  (School  Committee, 
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PTO/PTA,  Leadership  Team,  and  other  Town  elected  officials  and  organizations).  The 
Day  School  Improvement  Plan  was  presented  to  the  School  Committee  including  the 
following  three  objectives:  improving  school  culture,  improving  the  interior  of  the 
building,  and  improving  the  exterior  of  the  building.  A  copy  of  the  approved  School 
Improvement  Plan  is  available  at  the  Day  School.  To  enhance  communication  the 
School  Advisory  Co-chairs  met  with  the  School  Committee  twice  during  the  school  year 
and  held  monthly  meetings  with  the  Superintendent.  The  primary  accomplishment  of 
the  School  Council  was  the  design  of  a  Code  of  Conduct  which  includes  a  written  set  of 
expectations  clustered  around  the  four  core  values  of  respect,  responsibility, 
communication,  and  involvement.  The  Code  will  be  posted  in  all  instructional  areas 
within  the  building  and  sent  home  with  students  to  review  with  their  parents.  Each 
student  will  be  required  to  keep  a  signed  copy  inside  their  Organizational  Skills  binder 
and  another  on  file  in  the  School  Office.  The  Code  was  finalized  after  input  from  three 
subcommittees,  the  comprehensive  survey  of  students,  parents,  and  staff,  a  Parent 
Forum,  and  review  of  drafts  by  the  Day  School  faculty.  New  and  emerging  objectives 
include:  adding  magnetized  release  fire  doors:  conducting  an  energy  audit;  receiving  a 
status  report  from  the  Computer  Task  Committee  and  adding  Macintosh  hardware  and 
software  to  classrooms:  design  of  a  "Building  Communities”  curriculum  addressing 
student  conflict  resolution  skills  and  appropriate  interpersonal  skills;  expanding 
interdisciplinary  learning  with  units  of  study,  technology  and  the  special  areas; 
establishing  a  Copy  Center  and  home/school  liaisons  to  guide  prospective  families 
through  the  school;  receive  a  status  report  from  the  World  Languages  Task  Committee  to 
assess  programmatic  recommendations  and  budget  impact;  conduct  a  needs 
assessment/progress  report  of  the  Day  School  through  a  written  survey;  create  a  study 
group  to  examine  current  practices,  needs,  and  suggestions  focused  on  written 
communication;  design  a  publication  titled  "How  To  Help  Your  Child  Succeed  at  the  Day 
School”;  and  assess  the  classroom  space  and  personnel  needs  at  the  school.  The  Day 
School  Advisory  Council  is  an  integral  part  of  our  continued  efforts  to  improve  our 
effectiveness  and  overall  program  . 


Professional  Development 

The  Day  School  established  a  site-based  committee  to  survey  staff  professional 
growth  needs,  develop  goals,  and  establish  a  comprehensive  professional  development 
plan  for  1995-1996.  Early  release  days  and  the  full  professional  development  day  in 
March  were  used  for  staff  professional  growth.  In  most  cases  staff  participated  in 
activities  on  weekends,  during  the  summer  months  or  were  released  during  the  school 
day  for  professional  development.  Areas  of  focus  were:  technology  in  the  classroom, 
interdisciplinary  learning,  flexible  grouping,  math  fact  proficiency,  team  goal  setting, 
interdisciplinary  unit  development,  social  competency.  Attention  Deficit  Disorder 
(ADD/ADHD),  and  examination  of  the  state  mandated  Curriculum  Frameworks.  Some 
faculty  members  also  attended  model  site  visits,  professional  courses,  workshops, 
seminars,  or  conferences  to  expand  their  current  knowledge  base. 


Communication 

Numerous  vehicles  were  utilized  to  promote  communication.  The  Robinson  and 
Day  Schools  collaborated  with  a  regularly  published  newsletter.  This  included  notes 
and  information  "From  the  Principals’  Desks"  completed  by  Principals  Margery  Clark 
and  Kevin  Regan,  and  highlights  regarding  curriculum,  instruction,  and  special 
programs  form  each  of  the  three  grade  levels,  specialists,  special  education.  Adjustment 
Counselor,  Nurse,  Title  One  tutors,  Reading  Resource  Facilitators;  plus  updates  on  the 
Quest  Site  Team,  professional  development,  and  School  Advisory  Council.  Other  modes 
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of  communication  included  parent  updates,  the  "Wednesday  Word"  organized  by  the 
P.T.O.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Stark,  quarterly  student  progress  reports,  grade  five  mid-term 
alerts,  parent/teacher  conferences  in  November  and  April,  parent  communication 
form,  Child  Assessment  Team  meetings,  School  Visitation  Day,  visits  to  music  class 
during  music  in  the  Schools  Month,  Open  House,  and  incoming  grade  3  Parent 
Orientation. 


Student  Activities 

Children  participated  in  many  special  events  and  student  activities  were:  grade 
five  Leaders  Club,  Field  Day,  school  meetings,  move-up  days,  grade  five  camp. 
Plastivan,  Field  Trips  to  the  Southwick  Zoo,  Boston  Museum  of  Science,  and  the 
Tsongas  Center  in  Lowell,  grade  5  completion  ceremony  and  reception,  annual 
Memorial  Day  program,  Award's  Day,  DARE  Graduation,  DARE  field  trip  to  Fenway 
Park,  spaghetti  supper,  grade  5  play  -  "H.M.S.  Pinafore",  grade  five  special  chorus  at  the 
Winter  Holiday  Concert,  strings  and  instrumental  concerts,  classroom  holiday  parties, 
Human-i-tees  fund-raiser,  spirit  days,  Hunger/Homeless  Week  Food  Drive,  Jump  for 
Heart  fund-raiser,  MA  Electric 
Program,  and  grade  4  Nature  Walks. 


Recognition 

Throughout  the  school  year  a  premium  was  placed  on  recognition  of  students, 
parents,  and  staff  making  valuable  contributions  to  our  school.  Each  student  received  a 
certificate  for  a  dessert  to  recognize  their  birthday.  A  birthday  bulletin  board  was 
maintained  in  the  cafeteria  with  student  photographs  to  celebrate  birthdays.  At  the 
Awards  Day  students  were  recognized  for  excellence  in  special  areas,  citizenship, 
perfect  attendance,  Tour  Guides,  Spelling  Bee  winner  Dale  Hardegan,  and  Elks  Poster 
Contest  winners  Tim  Woodward  and  Sarah  Desilets,  and  recipients  of  the  Gary 
Franceschi  Memorial  Scholarships  for  consistent  effort  and  citizenship  were  Connor 
Foley  and  Dan  Galvin.  During  the  school  year  a  boy  and  girl  from  each  grade  level  were 
recognized  per  month  for  their  cooperation  and  commitment  in  the  special  areas  of  art, 
music,  and  physical  education.  These  students  received  certificates  as  Students  of  the 
Month.  At  the  grade  5  completion  ceremony  students  were  recognized  for  their 
successful  completion  of  elementary  school.  The  winners  of  the  Principal's  Awards 
were  Sarah  Martin  and  Tim  Woodward.  The  recipients  of  the  Memorial  Scholarships 
included  Jason  Kaye  for  the  Mary  Ellen  Bissonette  Award  for  excellence  in  physical 
education,  Emily  Dahl  for  the  David  M.  Lemire  Award  for  excellence  in  music,  and 
Adrienne  Franceschi  receiving  the  Derek  R.  Wisnowski  Award  for  citizenship.  The 
valuable  contributions  of  our  school  volunteers  was  recognized  at  a  breakfast  social  in 
the  spring.  The  P.T.O.  honored  our  staff  with  activities  held  during  Staff  Appreciation 
Week.  Individual  staff  were  recognized  at  monthly  faculty  meetings  for  their 
significant  contributions.  As  part  of  the  Code  of  Conduct  Recognition  pilot  programs 
students  demonstrating  appropriate  citizenship  were  recognized  by  receiving  "Awesome 
Kids"  or  "Awesome  Classmates"  certificates. 
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Future  Plans 


On-going  activities  and  changes  at  the  Day  School  will  include  implementation  of 
the  Code  of  Conduct,  expansion  of  interdisciplinary  learning  and  teaching  through  unit 
and  theme  development,  implementation  of  math  fact  proficiency,  increasing  parent 
volunteers  in  the  school,  celebration  of  American  Education  Week,  professional 
development  opportunities  for  staff  in  alignment  with  teacher  recertification 
requirements,  computers  and  technology  in  classrooms,  flexible  grouping  to  promote 
challenge  for  students  during  instruction,  activity  period,  grade  3  student  tours  of 
Westford,  offering  an  expanded  extended  day  enrichment  program,  curriculum  Expo, 
plus  grade  level  and  schoolwide  assemblies  celebrating  student  accomplishments  and 
citizenship. 


PRIMARY  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

NABNASSET  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


The  Nabnasset  School  began  the  first  year  of  its  two-year  addition  and  renovation 
project.  A  ground-breaking  ceremony  was  held  in  December  and  the  winter  months  saw 
the  arrival  of  construction  vehicles  and  equipment.  The  theme  of  "construction"  was 
incorporated  into  classroom  lessons  with  students  noting  in  journals  their 
observations  of  activities  which  surrounded  them.  At  the  close  of  school,  the  entire 
building  was  emptied  into  trailers  in  preparation  for  the  summer  renovation  phase  of 
construction. 


Community  Involvement 

The  Nabbot  PTA  provided  the  resources  necessary  for  the  many  enrichment 
presentations  this  year.  The  year  began  with  David  Parker’s  sign  language  presentation 
to  the  entire  school  population.  A  grant  was  awarded  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council  to  help  fund  a  five-day  residency  by  mime  Scot  Cannon.  His  workshops  were 
entitled  "We  Care"  and  the  culminating  activity  was  a  presentation  in  mime  by  second 
grade  students.  Other  programs  included  "Helen  Keller",  presentations  for  the 
Kindergarten  on  Tidepools  and  the  Rainforest,  as  well  as  "Taino"  a  multicultural 
musical  group,  and  "Jack  Sprat's  Low  Fat  World  Tour". 

The  Nabnasset  School  Council,  as  one  of  its  goals  for  the  year,  developed  a 
technology  vision  for  the  Nabnasset  School.  A  subcommittee  visited  local  school  sites 
which  were  rich  in  technology.  The  Council  then  collaborated  with  the  Robinson 
School  Council  to  present  a  K-2  philosophy  to  the  School  Committee. 

Technology  in  the  school  was  upgraded  through  allocated  funds  from  the  Town 
and  the  PTA.  Each  classroom  is  now  equipped  with  a  Macintosh  computer  and  printer. 
Software  was  acquired  through  Town  funding,  with  the  aid  of  donations  from  the 
Newcomers'  Club,  and  private  donations. 
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The  NABBOT  PTA  sponsors  a  very  active  volunteer  group  which  assists  the  school 
in  many  ways.  There  are  library  helpers,  classroom  volunteers,  a  telephone  tree,  the 
school  store,  the  NABBOT  NEWS,  room  "mothers",  and  many  other  ways  in  which 
people  work  with  us.  We  thank  all  who  have  given  so  freely  of  their  valuable  time.  Your 
assistance  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Curriculum  /Student  Activities 

The  "Great  Body  Shop"  Health  program  and  the  D’Nealian  Approach  to 
Handwriting  were  fully  implemented  this  year  after  an  initial  year  of  piloting. 
Community  members  were  invited  to  speak  to  the  students  throughout  the  year  as  part 
of  a  Handicap  Awareness  unit  in  the  Health  program. 

The  science  programs  at  each  grade  level  consisted  of  hands-on  activities  and 
observations  in  the  areas  of  "Organisms",  "Weather",  "Soil",  "Weighing  and  Balancing" 
and  "Butterflies".  The  first  grade  had  a  presentation  on  weather  from  Mr.  Devlin,  their 
"resident  weatherman". 

In  conjunction  with  their  study  of  "The  Night  Sky",  the  kindergarten  classes 
attended  the  Museum  of  Science  in  Boston  and  visited  the  planetarium.  In  the  spring, 
they  traveled  to  the  Southwick  Zoo  to  see  animals  of  the  rainforest.  Grade  one  explored 
Drumlin  farm  and  saw  a  live  presentation  of  "Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears"  at  the 
North  Shore  Music  Theater.  Grade  two  went  to  the  George  Hill  Orchard  in  Lancaster  as 
part  of  their  study  of  an  apple  growing  community.  In  the  spring,  they  visited  the 
Worcester  Science  Center  and  "The  Butterfly  Place"  in  Westford. 

The  Inventors’  Fayre  was  a  voluntary  student  activity  organized  through  the 
schoolwide  Problem  of  the  Week.  A  very  successful  Curriculum  Exposition  was  held  in 
May  featuring  examples  of  students'  work  from  the  entire  school  year. 

Spirit  Days  during  this  year  included  "Dalmatian  Day"  (on  the  101st  day  of  school 
in  honor  of  our  mascot,  Cookie),  "Backward  Day"  on  April  1st.  and  "Read  A  T-shirt 
Day".  Project  A.C.E.S.  (All  Children  Exercise  Simultaneously)  brought  the  entire 
school  outside  for  an  aerobics  session  on  May  1st  led  by  Miss  Malatesta,  one  of  our 
Kindergarten  teachers.  We  also  came  together  in  March  for  "The  World’s  Largest 
Concert",  broadcast  on  PBS  worldwide. 


Recognition 

The  kindergarten  program  received  accreditation  in  June  1995  from  the  NAEYC 
(National  Academy  of  Early  Childhood  Programs).  Accreditation  is  valid  for  a  three- 
year  period. 

Nabnasset  students  were  recognized  by  UNICEF  for  their  generous  donations  to 
the  Trick  or  Treat  for  UNICEF"  program  during  Halloween.  Students  also  were 
recognized  for  their  participation  in  the  schoolwide  "Holiday  Helpers"  program  in 
December.  Students  were  encouraged  to  help  out  at  home  for  a  small  fee  which  was  then 
donated  to  the  Westford  Food  Bank.  Over  $200  was  raised  by  our  "helpers". 

Students  from  Nabnasset  belonging  to  Brownie  Troop  #  199  organized  the  "Spread 
the  Word"  book  drive.  Over  3300  books  were  collected  Townwide  and  donated  to  the 
Morey  Elementary  School  in  Lowell.  The  Brownie  Troop  was  also  recognized  at  the 
State  level  for  their  efforts. 
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Future  Plans 


The  upcoming  school  year  will  bring  about  the  opening  of  the  first  phase  of  our 
construction  project.  We  will  have  nine  new  classrooms  and  the  new  gymnasium 
available  for  our  use.  The  second  phase  of  the  project  will  continue  with  the  building  of 
the  new  cafeteria,  art  and  music  rooms,  as  well  as  turning  the  all-purpose  room  into  the 
future  media  center. 

We  will  work  on  developing  a  vision  of  multiage  education  at  Nabnasset  School 
and  preparing  for  a  pilot  program  in  the  fall  of  1997.  The  School  Council  will  continue 
with  their  technology  efforts  by  forming  a  committee  to  research  grant  availability. 
They  will  also  focus  on  developing  and  coordinating  the  use  of  schoolwide  themes  and 
will  investigate  the  choice  of  World  Languages  for  study  at  the  primary  level. 


ROBINSON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


1995-1996  was  a  very  productive  year  for  all  at  Robinson  School.  In  August  1995, 
Robinson  School  staff  welcomed  the  largest  kindergarten  class  in  the  history  of 
Westford  with  8  classes  averaging  24  students  each.  The  school  year  brought  many 
special  events  for  Robinson  School  students,  staff  and  families.  Parent  and  community 
volunteers  continued  to  generously  support  all  programs.  The  PTO  provided  many 
benefits  for  the  children,  thanks  to  their  successful  fund  raising  efforts.  The  School 
Council,  now  in  its  third  year,  realized  many  of  its  goals  more  fully. 


Parent/ Community  Involvement 

Barbara  Callaghan  Griesbach,  Marilyn  Frank  and  Cheryl  Campbell  represented 
the  staff  on  the  Robinson  School  Advisory  Council.  Kathy  Lamarre,  Sharon  Chew,  Jen 
Montgomery- Rice  and  Tijen  Eron  represented  the  parents.  Chris  Kandianis  joined  as 
the  community  member.  Tijen  Eron  served  a  second  year  as  co-chair  of  the  School 
Advisory  Council.  She  and  Margery  Clark  worked  together  to  promote  the  goals 
approved  by  the  Westford  School  Committee  in  May,  1995. 

The  Resource  Bank  at  Robinson  School  continued  to  expand  as  more  parents  and 
community  members  offered  to  share  their  knowledge  of  other  countries  and  cultures. 
Andrea  O’Neil  and  Karen  Stefanski  oversaw  the  creation  of  a  database  for  continuing 
use  each  year.  The  Resource  Bank  will  be  expanded  to  include  careers  and  other 
curriculum  topics  in  1996-1997. 

Lynn  Ellis  and  Angela  Martinez  served  a  second  term  as  co-presidents  of  the  PTO. 
For  the  first  time,  a  parent  packet  was  distributed  the  first  day  of  school  to  provide 
parents  with  all  pertinent  PTO  information  at  one  time.  Programs  were  provided  in 
conjunction  with  many  of  the  meetings  to  keep  parents  informed  on  a  variety  of  topics. 
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Pat  Stark  continued  to  edit  the  Wednesday  Word,  bi-weekly,  to  keep  parents  informed. 
Jeanne  O'Connor  coordinated  many  volunteers  for  the  Gift  Wrap  Sale,  the  most 
lucrative  PTO  fund  raiser,  which  exceeded  the  anticipated  budget.  In  October,  the 
Pumpkin  Fair  returned  to  delight  youngsters  with  its  Halloween  fun. 

In  addition  to  dedicated  parents,  Robinson  School  enjoyed  the  continuing  efforts 
of  Mary  Nugent,  Lauretta  Simard,  Sabina  Coleman,  Irene  Diette,  our  official  foster 
grandparents,  as  well  as  numerous  other  community  volunteers. 


Curriculum  and  Instruction 

The  Early  Childhood  Task  Committee  continued  its  important  work  on  behalf  of 
our  youngest  students.  Linda  Garvey  and  Bella  Guilmartin  served  for  another  year  as 
co-chairs  of  the  committee.  This  committee  included  teacher  representatives  from 
Nabnasset  and  Robinson  Schools  and  preschool  representatives  Anne  Deardon  and 
Elizabeth  Mayer.  Sandy  Blocker  volunteered  to  represent  the  Robinson  parents.  The 
Early  Childhood  Task  Committee  made  a  report  to  the  School  Committee  in  early  May. 

A  multi-age  (grade  one  and  two  combination  classes)  option  was  proposed  during 
this  school  year.  Multi-age  classrooms  are  growing  in  number  across  the  United  States. 
Following  a  well  attended  parent  information  evening,  parents  completed  preference 
forms.  From  those  interested,  two  heterogeneous  classes  were  developed.  The  grade  one 
students  have  made  a  two-year  commitment  to  the  multi-age  program.  Marilyn  Frank 
and  Darlene  Faherty,  the  two  teachers,  will  team  together  in  meeting  the  needs  of  their 
collective  students.  The  multi-age  classroom  lends  itself  to  many  developmentally 
appropriate  practices.  The  Early  Childhood  Task  Committee  has  been  exploring  multi¬ 
age  programming  for  several  years.  At  Robinson  School  the  first  steps  toward  multi¬ 
age  classes  were  establishment  of  a  multi-grade  suite  and  teachers  moving  forward  with 
their  classes,  which  is  called  "looping". 

The  Invention  Convention  drew  more  emerging  inventors  this  school  year. 
Eleven  were  selected  to  represent  the  Robinson  School  in  the  systemwide  Inventor’s 
Fayre,  which  was  held  in  May  at  the  Westford  Regency.  Books,  which  were  signed  by  the 
Robinson  inventors,  were  donated  to  the  Robinson  School  library  in  honor  of  the  event. 

In  early  May  the  first  Robinson  School  Expo  was  held,  displaying  student  work 
from  throughout  the  school  year.  Many  parents,  grandparents  and  all  students  visited 
the  display  during  the  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  hours. 

The  Robinson  School  Advisory  Council's  Media  resources  goal  resulted  in  an 
effort  to  increase  both  printed  and  computer  resources.  The  Media  Resources  Steering 
Committee  prepared  a  media  resource  report,  which  was  distributed  to  staff,  School 
Advisory  Council  and  the  School  Committee.  The  committee  researched  and  applied 
for  grants.  Through  holiday  donations,  School  Choice  funds,  and  PTO  funds,  additions 
were  made  to  the  library  and  MAC  software  collections. 

In  an  effort  to  promote  anti-bias  attitudes  and  actions,  workshops  by  Dr.  Althea 
Smith  were  scheduled  for  parents  and  educators.  The  School  Council  supported  a 
Materials  Fair  which  was  held  at  Robinson  School.  Staff  had  the  opportunity  to  view 
and  purchase  materials  which  supported  the  Diversity  and  Media  goals.  With  the  help 
of  Carmen  Coughlan,  welcome  signs  were  solicited,  prepared  and  posted  in  the  school’s 
entry  hall.  In  time  for  International  Week  in  May.  the  permanent  signs,  colorfully 
painted  by  professional  artist  and  Robinson  parent  Mark  Fisher,  were  added  to  the 
main  hallway.  During  International  Week,  kindergartners  and  pre-first  students 
learned  about  Australia,  first  graders  learned  about  Nigeria  and  grade  two  students 
"traveled"  to  Japan.  A  high  point  of  the  week  was  an  all  day  visit  by  the  percussionists 
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group  called  "World  Rhythms",  which  included  an  evening  performance  on 
International  Family  Night,  immediately  following  the  well  attended  ethnic  potluck 
supper.  A  slide  presentation,  developed  by  Sharon  Chew  and  Colleen  Thompson,  was 
shared  on  four  separate  occasions  with  the  Westford  School  Committee,  Robinson  PTO, 
Robinson  faculty  and  parents  and  students  at  the  completion  ceremony.  Funds  to 
support  School  Advisory  Council  goals  were  provided  by  the  PTO. 

The  third  council  goal  was  to  study  time  on  learning  at  Robinson  School.  The 
study  committee  consisted  of  Margery  Clark,  Barbara  Callaghan  Griesbach,  Sharon 
Hellstedt,  Carole  Shyavitz  and  Gail  Wilson.  In  addition  to  considering  adjustments  in 
the  school  schedule,  which  would  benefit  primary  aged  students,  the  committee 
members  determined  that  the  pre-first  through  grade  2  schedules  exceed  the  required 
900  hours  of  instruction.  It  was  also  determined  that  the  kindergartens  do  not  meet  the 
425  hour  minimum.  The  committee  recommended  that  the  half  day  schedule  be 
extended  to  three  hours  daily.  This  would  require  teacher  assistants  for  one  additional 
day  each  week,  costing  less  than  $18,000  total  systemwide. 

The  joint  Robinson-Day  PTO  Math  and  Science  Committee  met  throughout  the 
year  monthly  to  review  Math  and  Science  Center  needs.  Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
PTO,  $1500  worth  of  math  and  science  materials,  including  computer  software  were 
added  to  the  school's  materials.  Special  thanks  are  extended  to  the  parents  who 
oversaw  the  center  this  year. 


Conclusion 

With  the  increasing  enrollment,  two  additional  teaching  positions  were  approved 
at  Robinson  School  this  year.  Margery  Clark,  who  has  served  as  an  educator  in 
Westford  for  fourteen  years,  (five  years  as  a  middle  school  gifted  specialist,  four  years  as 
the  principal  of  Cameron  and  Frost  Schools  and  five  years  as  the  principal  of  Robinson 
School)  resigned  and  will  become  a  principal  in  another  community.  A  screening 
committee  was  formed.  A  new  principal  will  be  selected  over  the  summer  months. 


SPECIAL  EDUCATION 


This  has  been  a  very  busy  year  for  special  education.  Although  initial  team 
referrals  were  down  by  fourteen  from  last  year,  much  effort  was  directed  toward 
assisting  regular  class  teachers  provide  children  with  the  necessary  support  to  be 
successful  in  their  classes.  This  support  was  comprised  of  both  direct  and  indirect 
services  from  special  needs  teachers,  teaching  assistants,  speech  and  language 
pathologists,  the  occupational  therapist,  guidance  counselors  and  reading  tutors.  As  a 
result,  regular  class  teachers  were  able  to  make  instructional  modifications  and 
individualize  instruction  for  many  potential  referrals  to  special  education.  This 
practice  of  teaching  students  at  their  instructional  level  is  good  for  all  children,  and  is 
consistent  with  our  philosophy  that  all  children  can  learn  and  that  all  children  learn 
differently. 
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Of  the  one-hundred  and  twelve(112)  referrals  to  special  education,  sixty- five(65) 
met  the  eligibility  criteria  for  special  education,  while  forty-seven(47)  were  found  not  to 
be  handicapped.  Westford’s  special  education  enrollment  of  11%  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  lowest  in  the  State,  and  well  below  the  State  average  of  1 7%.  Our  success  can  be 
attributed  to  the  excellent  work  of  our  evaluation  teams  in  each  school  who  are  careful 
not  to  place  children  in  special  education  unless  all  efforts  have  been  unsuccessful  in 
the  regular  classroom.  As  stated  above,  regular  classroom  teachers  work  hard  each  day 
helping  children  experience  academic  success  on  a  daily  basis.  Both  of  these  factors  are 
the  major  reasons  why  we  have  a  low  percentage  of  special  needs  students  in  Westford. 

A  student  with  a  disability  may  be  entitled  to  services  under  Section  504  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  even  if  the  student  has  been  deemed  ineligible  for  special 
education  under  the  dual  criteria  set  down  by  the  Department  of  Education.  Section  504 
became  much  more  relevant  with  school  age  children  with  the  enactment  of  the 
Individual  with  Disabilities  Act  (IDEA)  in  1992.  For  example,  a  student  with  a  physical 
impairment  may  be  making  effective  progress  in  regular  education  and  not  be  eligible 
for  special  education  services  under  State  law.  However,  the  student  may  be  entitled  to 
services  under  Section  504,  There  are  approximately  25  students  in  Westford  receiving 
services  under  Section  504. 

The  Special  Education  Department  received  $149,000  in  Federal  grant  monies 
during  the  1995-96  school  year  which  was  $36,000  less  than  the  previous  year.  The 
reduction  in  funds  was  due  to  the  Federal  government  eliminating  reimbursement  to 
school  districts  under  PL  89-313.  If  this  trend  continues  positions  currently  funded 
with  Federal  monies  will  have  to  be  absorbed  in  our  school  budget,  namely  the  school 
psychologist,  an  occupational  therapist,  and  a  teaching  assistant.  However,  Westford  is 
receiving  State  reimbursement  as  a  Medicaid  provider  of  special  education  services, 
and  has  returned  $25,000  to  the  Town  during  this  past  school  year.  Grant  monies  have 
helped  provide  quality  programming  to  handicapped  children  while  not  adversely 
impacting  the  school  budget.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  seek  and  to  secure  Federal 
funds  when  they  become  available. 

Kindergarten  screening  was  held  last  September  and  a  total  of  32 1  children  were 
screened  for  special  needs  at  both  the  Robinson  and  Nabnasset  Schools.  Two  children 
were  identified  for  immediate  referral  to  special  education,  and  8  children  were 
recommended  for  rescreening  later  in  the  school  year.  The  screening  team  shared  with 
parents  and  kindergarten  staff,  and  it  was  decided  that  a  number  of  children  needed  to 
be  monitored  during  the  school  year  by  the  special  needs  teacher,  the  speech /language 
pathologist,  and  the  occupational  therapist.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  an  excellent  early 
childhood  team  who  are  skilled  in  the  identification  and  instruction  of  young  children. 
They  are  particularly  proficient  at  distinguishing  developmentally  young  children 
from  children  with  handicapping  conditions.  This  is  another  reason  why  Westford's 
special  education  enrollment  is  low. 

The  Special  Education  Department  has  completed  its  tenth  year  of  providing  our 
own  transportation  to  students.  We  transport  approximately  60  children  each  day  to 
both  intown  and  out-of-Town  programs.  By  managing  our  own  transportation 
program,  we  have  saved  the  Town  of  Westford  approximately  $900,000  since  1986.  The 
special  needs  drivers  continue  to  provide  outstanding  service  to  the  special  needs 
children  in  Westford  in  a  highly  cost  effective  manner. 

An  evaluation  of  the  Team  meeting  process  for  the  past  four  years  (1991-1995)  was 
completed  last  September  in  which  parents  of  special  needs  children  were  asked  to  rank 
the  Team  meeting  they  attended  from  excellent  to  poor.  Two  hundred  and  seventy- 
three(273)  surveys  were  returned  by  parents  over  the  four  years,  and  results  indicate 
that  there  is  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  with  the  Team  evaluation  process. 
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Specifically,  the  overall  percentage  ratings  for  the  four  years  were:  97%  -1992,  97%- 
1993,  95%-1994,  and  94%-1995.  This  high  degree  of  satisfaction  can  be  attributed  to  the 
parents  of  special  needs  children  who  work  closely  and  positively  with  staff  to  provide 
their  children  with  the  necessary  services  in  order  to  be  successful  in  school. 

This  was  the  first  year  of  the  Life  Skills  Program  at  Westford  Academy.  This 
program  provided  students  with  cognitive  delays  a  combination  of  functional 
classroom  instruction  and  on-the-job  training.  This  summer  these  students  will  be 
working  at  various  job  sites  in  the  community  learning  specific  skills  while  enhancing 
their  independent  living  potential.  Prior  to  establishing  this  program,  students  were 
tuitioned-out  to  various  private  schools  and  collaboratives  at  a  much  higher  cost  for 
these  services.  We  are  veiy  proud  of  what  this  program  has  accomplished  in  the  first 
year. 


Another  new  program  for  the  1996-97  school  year  has  been  developed  for  Westford 
Academy.  This  Alternative  Education  program  is  designed  to  provide  both  academic 
and  social-emotional  support  to  adolescents  who  are  unable  to  meet  the  more 
traditional  academic  requirements  at  Westford  Academy  and  the  Blanchard  Middle 
School.  Many  of  these  students  carry  the  additional  baggage  of  low  self-esteem, 
inappropriate  behavior,  and  misdirected  goals.  These  students  usually  drop  out  of 
school  and  have  a  difficult  time  finding  and  keeping  a  job.  This  program  is  intended  to 
help  these  students  take  responsibility  for  their  own  behavior  and  develop  the 
necessary  academic  and  social  skills  to  become  responsible  and  contributing  adults. 

This  has  been  an  excellent  year  for  the  special  needs  children  in  Westford.  We  are 
very  thankful  to  all  the  parents  and  staff  who  work  together  each  day  helping  special 
needs  children  experience  success  in  school  on  a  daily  basis.  It  is  also  important  to 
recognize  the  support  of  the  School  Committee  and  Leadership  Team  who  also  work 
together  to  make  learning  a  meaningful  and  profound  experience  for  all  children. 
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PLANT  OPERATIONS 


The  Westford  Public  Schools  possess  a  facilities  asset  base  in  excess  of 
$50,000,000.  There  are  numerous  preventive  and  corrective  maintenance  activities  that 
are  necessary  each  year  to  properly  preserve  this  asset  value.  The  1995-96  school  year 
was  no  exception. 

During  the  summer  and  the  school  year,  several  routine  maintenance  activities 
were  accomplished  at  all  school  buildings.  The  boilers  in  all  buildings  were  cleaned, 
repaired  and  inspected.  This  annual  process  helps  ensure  efficient,  reliable  operation  of 
our  heating  systems.  The  emergency  generators  in  each  building  were  also  serviced  so 
that  heat  and  limited  lighting  could  be  provided  in  times  of  power  outages  or  natural 
disasters. 

The  roofing  system  of  each  school  building  was  inspected  twice  during  the  year. 
Our  maintenance  staff  carefully  checked  for  any  cuts  or  delamination  in  the  roofing 
material.  This  not  only  prevented  leaks  which  could  have  caused  disruption  of  the 
instructional  process,  but  also  allowed  the  insulation  to  maintain  its  full  insulating 
efficiency. 

The  gymnasium  floors  at  the  high  school,  Blanchard  Middle  School,  and  Robinson 
and  Day  Schools  were  screened  to  remove  the  surface  dirt  and  were  then  refinished. 
Within  the  next  2-4  years,  it  will  be  important  to  commit  sufficient  funds  to  allow  a 
complete  stripping  of  Westford  Academy's  gym  floor.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
gymnasium  floors  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  and  it  must  be  properly  preserved. 

Over  the  past  ten  years  indoor  air  quality  has  been  a  paramount  issue  in  facilities 
management.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August  HVAC  equipment  was  inspected, 
cleaned  and  repaired.  Additionally,  the  filters  in  each  univent  were  replaced.  These 
filters  were  also  changed  at  two  other  times  during  the  year.  Air  quality  tests  were 
conducted  in  several  buildings  during  the  year  as  part  of  an  ongoing  commitment  to  be 
proactive  with  air  quality  issues.  These  tests  thoroughly  checked  the  rate  of  air  flow 
from  the  HVAC  equipment  and  the  oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide  levels  in  rooms 
throughout  the  buildings.  At  Westford  Academy  we  performed  a  major  recalibration 
and  equipment  repair  during  the  summer.  This  work  was  done  by  Johnson  Controls 
Inc.  and  all  HVAC  components  were  checked  to  ensure  operation  in  accordance  with 
manufacturers  specifications. 

The  continued  enrollment  growth  in  the  school  system  necessitated  the  conversion 
of  the  former  industrial  arts  room  at  the  Abbot  School  into  two  new  classrooms.  This 
conversion  was  accomplished  at  a  very  attractive  cost  through  the  use  of  insulated 
modular  panels.  These  panels  provided  both  the  structural  integrity  and  outstanding 
acoustical  properties  needed  in  this  area. 

A  major  driveway  and  parking  lot  rehabilitation  was  accomplished  at  the  Robinson 
School.  The  driveway  entrance  from  Concord  Road  was  widened  and  the  traffic  flow 
pattern  was  reconfigured  for  enhanced  safety.  The  existing  pavement  was  reclaimed 
and  compacted  and  new  binder  and  finish  coats  were  applied. 

At  the  Abbot  and  Day  Schools  the  fire  alarm  control  panels  and  alarms  were 
replaced.  New  control  panels  were  installed  and  new  horns  and  strobes  were  also 
installed.  These  enunciating  devices  conform  with  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act. 

Our  custodial  and  maintenance  staff  has  continued  to  work  hard  to  appropriately 
maintain  our  facilities.  Their  efforts  continue  to  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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FISCAL  REPORT  -  JUNE  30,  1996 


ACCOUNT 

BUDGETED 

EXPENDED 

1100 

School  Committee 

25,393 

39,869 

1200 

Superintendent's  Office 

345,721 

345,530 

2100 

Supervision 

265,793 

249,775 

2200 

Principals 

833,846 

840,296 

2300 

Teaching 

10,056,381 

10,050,864 

2400 

Textbooks 

86,830 

86,688 

2500 

Library 

152,638 

153,236 

2600 

Audio/Visual 

35,444 

35,541 

2700 

Guidance 

598,160 

597,395 

2800 

Psychologists 

10,100 

12,037 

3200 

Health 

162,198 

161,270 

3300 

Transportation 

602,740 

602,369 

3500 

Student  Activities/Athletics 

244,842 

245,068 

4100 

Operation 

1,043,927 

1,077,209 

4200 

Maintenance 

650,046 

632,259 

5200 

Insurance 

33,075 

10,111 

5300 

Leasing 

24,280 

34,089 

6200 

Civic  Activities 

3,175 

854 

7000 

Capital 

7,755 

7,755 

8000 

Reserve 

0 

0 

9000 

Tuition 

383,657 

383,275 

TOTALS 

15,566,001 

15,565,491 

185 


SCHOOL  ATHLETIC  FUND  FINANCIAL  REPORT 


Balance  July  1,  1995  $1,498.74 


Receipts 

Football 

Basketball  -  Boys/Girls 
Wrestling 

Gymnastics 

Soccer  -  Boys/Girls 

Cross  Country 

Unclassified  Fall  Sport 

Student  Registrations 

13,025.00 

4,688.00 

777.00 

574.00 

7,281.00 

1,955.00 

680.00 

67,593.00 

96,573.00 

Expenditures 

Custodians,  Officials,  Supplies 
Transportation,  Etc. 

84,409.18 

Balance  June  30,  1996 

13,662.56 

SCHOOL  CAFETERIA  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

INCOME: 


Federal  Aid  Received 

State  Aid  Received 

$  52,297.88 

17,350.35 

Total  Aid 

$  69,648.23 

Sales 

Other 

520,026.68 

16,601.61 

TOTAL  INCOME 

$  606.276.52 

EXPENSES: 


Labor 

Food  Purchases 

Supply  Purchases 

Maintenance 

Other 

$  311,649.58 
257,204.65 
22,793.10 
5,488.85 
10.067.94 

TOTAL  EXPENSES 

$  607,204.12 
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SUMMARY  OF  FEDERAL  PROJECTS 


FEDERAL  GRANTS 

BEGINNING 

BALANCE 

INCOME 

EXPENDITURES 

ENDING 

balance 

PL39-3 13,  Title  1 

Grant  provides  therapy 
for  physically  handicapped 
youth 

1,965.17 

-  0  - 

990.00 

975.17 

PL89-10.  Chapter  1 

13.75 

23,242.00 

22,810.30 

445.45 

Grant  provides  tutorial  & 
remedial  help  for  fiscally 
disadvantaged. 

PL94- 142.  Title  V1B 

Grant  provides  elementary 
counseling  &  Special  Needs 
Staff  at  secondary  level. 

(29,966.63) 

151,870.00 

117,332.24 

(4,571.13) 

PL94-142.  Early  Childhood 

(107.45) 

18,025.00 

18,372.00 

(454.45) 

Screening/Support  Services 

Chapter  2  (Bal.l 

Block  Grant 

4,692.89 

7,323.00 

6,422.14 

5,593.75 

187 


WESTFORD  ACADEMY  GRADUATION 
JUNE  7,  1996 


The  Ceremony 


PROCESSIONAL:  Pomp  and  Circumstance  .  Elgar 


CLASS  Marshals  . Maureen  Karpinsky,  Michael  Michaelson 

National  Anthem  . Played  by  Westford  Academy  Band  Students  and  Alumni 

. Blair  Bettencourt,  Director 


Welcome  . 

Salutatorian  . 

Honor  Speaker  Address 
Special  Presentations  . 


Michael  Switzer,  President 

. Peter  Sparks 

. Laura  Schuft 

.  Class  Officers 


Michael  Switzer,  President  Lawrence  Yang,  Vice  President 

Serra  Riley,  Secretary  Joseph  Hoebeke,  Treasurer 

CLASS  Song  .  “These  the  are  Days”  by  10,000  Maniacs 

. Sung  by  Amy  Littleton  and  Kristen  Tocci 

. Accompanied  By:  David  Guzas.  Corey  Halloran, 

. Michael  Switzer,  and  Christopher  Palladino 

Valedictorian  Address . Rachel  Cohen 


The  Most  Worthy  Representatives  of  Westford  Academy 

Westford  Board  of  Trustees  -  Mrs.  Helena  M.  Crocker,  Presentor 

Congratulatory  Remarks  .  Dr.  John  a.  cnsafuiii 


Alma  Mater 


Sung  by  Kristen  Tocci 


Presentation  Of  Diplomas  By 

Westford  School  Committee 


Mrs.  Linnea  Flint . 

Mrs.  Sharon  Boonstra 

Mrs.  Susan  Flint . 

Mr.  Robert  McCusker 


. Mr.  Lee  England 

Mr.  Richard  Faherty 
. Mr.  Paul  Royte 


Recessional . Wagner 

RECEPTION  For  Graduates-  Westford  Academy  Cafetorium 

Hosted  by  Class  of  1998 


Class  Colors. ...Maroon  &  Gray 


Class  Flower.... White  Rose 
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Alma  Mater 


To  thee,  our  Alma  Mater  dear, 

We  raise  our  voices  high  in  cheer, 

Our  gratitude  we  would  express 
And  pledge  to  thee  our  faithfulness, 

Built  high  on  Tadmuck  Hill  so  fair. 

By  those  whose  mem'ry  we  revere. 

She  stands  a  beacon  light  for  youth 
To  guide  them  in  the  way  of  truth, 

On  field  of  battle  and  in  peace, 
We  strive  thy  glory  to  increase, 
That  ever  shall  dear  Westford  be 
An  emblem  of  fraternity. 


Written  by  Pauline  Ferguson  Cartford  '45 


Music  by  J.  Baptiste  Calkin 


Westford  Academy  Administration 

Dr.  Joseph  F.  Lisi,  Principal 
Mrs.  Carla  Scuzzarella  ,  Dean  of  Student  Affairs 
Dr.  Frank  Bass,  Dean  of  Academic  Affairs 


Westford  Public  Schools  Administration 

Dr.  John  A.  Crisafulli,  Superintendent 
Dr.  Kevin  Dwyer,  Director  of  Special  Education 
Mr.  Everett  Olsen,  Business  Manager 
Mrs.  Margaret  K.  Donahue,  Director  of  Guidance,  K  -  12 


Westford  Academy  Trustees 


Mr.  Gordon  B.  Seavey 
Mr.  H.  Arnold  Wilder 
Dr.  Maurice  Huckins,  Jr. 
Mr.  A.  Dana  Fletcher 
Mr.  John  E.  Leggat,  Esq. 
Mr.  E.  Kennard  Fletcher 
Mrs.  Bette  R.  Hook 


Mrs.  Eileen  O.  Anderson 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Abbot,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Barbara  H.  Parkhurst 
Mr.  Lloyd  Blanchard 
Mr.  William  J.  Kavanagh 
Mr.  Alfred  C.  Wyman 
Mrs.  Helena  A.  Crocker 


Mr.  H.  James  Kazeniac 


Honorary  Members:  Ms.  Patricia  Bradley,  Joseph  F.  Lisi,  Ed.  D. 

Program.  Prepared  by  Mark  W.  Fellows  '96 
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1995  Graduates 


President:  Michael  Switzer 
Vice-President:  Lawrence  Yang 


t  Robert  R.  Albert 

Michael  Devon  Amos 
t  Heather  Michelle  Ashcraft 
Abigail  O.  Baker 
t  Andrew  Palmer  Bayer 
Timothy  A.  Bellemore 
t*  Stacy  Elise  Berenson 
Jeffrey  David  Berube 
Carissa  M.  Bohne 
t  Jared  Paul  Breault 
t  Nicholas  D.  Brown 

Shannon  Katherine  Burke 
Michelle  Lee  Burkhart 
t  Thomas  Clark  Burnham 
Erik  B.  Butler 
Alisa-Marie  Carpenter 
James  Vincent  Caruso 
Robert  A.  Caruso,  Jr. 

Paul  Cassidy 
t*  Matthew  J.  Cerrone 
Catherine  Grace  Chabot 
t  Beth  H.  Chaplin 
t*  Nicole  Celeste  Charron 
*  Emily  Joan  Ciampa 
t  Jennifer  Victoria  Clermont 
t*  Rachel  Freya  Cohen 
t*  David  Michael  Conley 
t  Jason  R.  Cornell 

Rebecca  Anne  Costley 
Erin  Marie  Coyne 
t*  Kathleen  Tappaan  Cray 
Cristen  Crispo 
Daniel  James  Cronin 
t  Susan  Elizabeth  Curless 
t*  Jennifer  Ann  Cutler 
t  Alicia  Colleen  Darragh 
t  Phillip  R.  Davis 
Todd  M.  Dawson 
Jillian  C.  Deignan 
•*  Asli  Demirag 
t*  Katherine  S.  Dodson 
t*  Robin  Elizabeth  Dodson 
t  Shaun  R.  Donahue 
t*  Brian  Francis  Drula 
Brian  Kenneth  Duffy 
t*  Angela  Marie  Dunn 
t  Jacqueline  T.  Dureault 
t  Heather  L.  Durost 
t*  Joshua  K.  Eager 
Jessica  Eberiel 
Alex  W.  Emery 


Secretary:  Serra  Riley 
Treasurer:  Joseph  Hoebeke 

t  Linda  Rosella  Evers 
t  Stacia  M.  Federowski 
t*  Anya  E.  Federowski 
t  Mark  William  Fellows 
t  Ceretha  Marie  Fernandes 
t  Kelly  Marie  Finney 

Mark-Daniel  Finocchario 
t  Lauren  Elizabeth  Fisher 
t  Kelly  Kay  Fitzpatrick 
t*  Robert  Daniel  Flint 
John  Vincent  Ford 
Geoffrey  P.  Gagnon 
t  Matthew  W.  Gendreau 
t*  Jill  Elizabeth  Gendron 
Jason  Michael  Gerard 
t  Frank  Pat  Gerardi 

Bethany  Marie  Gervais 
Brian  Russell  Gilmartin 
t  Christopher  Michael  Giroux 
t  Rachel  C.  Grachan 
t  Gregory  Peter  Greven 
t*  Christine  Alexis  Griffin 
Elisabeth  Rose  Guilbault 
t*  Brian  Patrick  Guzas 
t*  David  Alexander  Guzas 
Corey  Stephen  Halloran 
Kelly  Christina  Halstead 
Michael  Adam  Hartford 
t  Jonathan  E.  Healy 

Adrienne  Pauline  Heine 
t  Ryan  A.  Helenius 
t  Kate  Elizabeth  Felicia  Herrmann 
F.  Daniel  Heslin 
Adam  David  Hickey 
t  Joseph  Robert  Hoebeke 
**  Emese  Hoka 

Christopher  M.  Hopf 
t  Eric  Richard  Howland 
Kelly  Anne  Hulbert 
**  Glenda  Hunting 
Kyle  M.  Jacques 
t  Christine  Ann  Johnson 
t  Kevin  Taylor  Jones 
David  Anthony  Jorge 
t  Gregory  M.  Kaled 
t  Christopher  Matthew  Kane 
t  David  John  Karpinsky 
t*  Allyson  D.  Kelley 
t  Jennifer  Elizabeth  Kendrigan 
t*  Meng  Heang  Kit 
t*  Jennifer  R.  Kleimon 
Robin  Kline 
Sheri  Ann  Kovalchek 
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Misty  Lee  Kuprevich 
Matthew  J.  Lambert 
t  Sean  Stephen  Leary 
Adam  Forrest  LeCompte 
t  Jessica  Jean  Lima 
t  John  Joseph  Linnehan,  Jr. 

Tara  Lee  Lirette 
t  Amy  Dawn  Littleton 
Kevin  Thomas  Lohrman 
Christopher  J.  Loiselle 
t  Christopher  Edward  Lydon 
Jeffrey  Allen  Lyman 
t*  Michele  Marie  Lynch 
t  Courtney  Victoria  Lynch 
t  Elizabeth  Stowell  Lyons 
**  Chansuda  Maneewongpongphan 
t  Jennifer  Lynn  Mangini 
Jeanne  Holly  Massa 
Jessica  L.  Maybury 
Brandon  J.  McCabe 
Tracy  Lynne  McCann 
t*  Meghanne  McClendon 
t  Dennis  Robert  McElroy 
t  Ann  Marie  McKenzie 
t  Heather  Brooke  Menzie 
Kirsten  A.  Midgley 
Amy  Elizabeth  Milton 
t*  Jennifer  C.  Morawiak 
t  Gina  Marie  Morrissette 
t*  Faith  Anne  Murach 
Scott  D.  Newbold 
t*  Elizabeth  Ann  Noonan 
Melissa  M.  Nutt 
t*  Susan  Erin  O’Brien 
t*  Kathleen  M.  O’Brien 

Christopher  Patrick  Palladino 
t*  Christian  Robert  Parke 
t  Scott  J.  Patlovich 
Michael  L.  Peter 
Melinda  Lee  Phinney 
Leah  Marie  Pickren 
Kelley  Marian  Pitner 
Christopher  Caleb  Portell 
t  Paula  Leah  Potter 
t  Christina  Susan  Powers 
**  Isabel  Christine  Prahl 
t  Timothy  David  Reardon 
Rima  Audra  Richardson 
t  Serra  Riley 
Kevin  J.  Roach 
t  Casey  A.  Rogers 
Kimberly  Beth  Rose 
t*  Levi  A.  Rothman 
Richard  G.  Rubini 

Class  Advisors:  Ms.  Catherine  Coughlin 
Mr.  Kenneth  Kravetz 


t  John  A.  Ruggiero 
Justin  Charles  Ryan 
Christopher  F.  Ryan 
Michelle  Lynn  Savoie 
Jennifer  F.  Scanlan 
t  Lynn  Mari  Schmeichel 
t*  Laura  Elizabeth  Schuft 
Jackelyn  Seaburg 
t  Graham  Ronald  Sevigny 
t*  Salmaan  A.  Shikari 
t*  Amanda  Leigh  Silva 
t*  Christopher  Andrew  Simoglou 
Jennifer  Lyn  Simons 
John  L.  Sirmopoulos 
Stephen  Jack  Smith 
t  Adrian  Richard  Sobie 
t*  Peter  James  Sparks 
t  Stephen  A.  Spealman 

Jonathan  Joseph  St.  Gelais 
Lisa  M.  Stavrou 
Heather  M.  Steele 
t*  James  Forrest  Stevens,  Jr. 

Kerriann  Struzziero 
t  Philip  Edward  Strykowski 
t  Dean  Palmer  Sudak 
t  Peter  Nicholas  Sudak,  Jr. 
t  Angela  Dawn  Sullivan 
t*  Michael  Brian  Switzer 
Adam  Brian  Taylor 
Katherine  Ann  Thompson 
t  Robert  Patrick  Tierney 
t*  Kristen  Marie  Tocci 
Janine  Tonucci 
t  Paige  Danielle  Tully 
Scott  M.  Ubele 
Jamie  A.  Unsworth 
Craig  Upperman 
Jeffrey  G.  Varitimos 
t  Andrea  L.  Vigeant 

Jared  Lawrence  Walsh 
Timothy  Walsh 
t  Clancy  Marilyn  Ward 
t*  Timothy  Justin  Ward 
t  Douglas  D.  Webster 
t  Greg  Alan  Weeks 

Thomas  J.  Whalen,  Jr. 
t*  Nathaniel  P.  Wieselquist 
t*  Lindsay  Anne  Willard 
t  Stephanie  Lynne  Winkel 
t  Kathleen  Marie  Wrona 
t*  Lawrence  Lee-Chang  Yang 
t  Karen  Yung 

Daniel  Ziminski 

t  Trustee  Awards 
*  National  Honor  Society 
**  Honorary  Diplomas 
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WESTFORD  ACADEMY'S  SENIOR  AWARDS  NIGHT 

JUNE  6.  1996 


SPECIAL  AWARDS 

Principal's  Leadership  Award . Amanda  Silva 


Tandy  Awards  . Salmaan  Shikari 

D.A.R.  Good  Citizen  Certificate . Mark  Fellows 

American  History  Award  (US  History) . Rachel  Cohen 

Eugene  Ekstrand  Memorial  Peace  Award . Salmaan  Shikari 

Don  Mason  Achievement  Award . Frank  Gerardi 

Avis  Hooper  Roudenbush  Service  Awards . Laura  Schuft,  Janine  Tonucci 

. Alicia  Darragh,  Erin  Coyne,  Meghanne  McClendon 

Massachusetts  Bar  Association  Award  (Mock  Trial) . Christopher  Simoglou, 

.  Karen  Yung,  Matthew  Gendreau,  Faith  Murach, Angela  Dunn, 

. Robin  Dodson,  Katherine  Dodson 

Special  Community  Service  Award . Andrea  Vigeant 

Boston  Globe  Art  Show  Award . Jennifer  Mangini,  David  Guzas 

Veryfine  Products,  Inc.  Award . Kathleen  O’Brien 


FAMILY  and  COMMUNITY  AWARDS 

Daniel  Provost  Memorial  Award . Jennifer  Mangini 

F.A.M.E.  Awards . Brian  Drula,  Nathaniel  Wieselquist,  Robert  Flint 

. Andrew  Bayer,  Susan  Curless, Brian  Guzas, 

. Elisabeth  Guilbault.  David  Guzas 

Frederick  S.  Healy  Legion  Post  159  Award . Jessica  Lima.  Angela  Sullivan 

H.E.  Fletcher  Social  &  Athletic  Club  Award . Graham  Sevigny,  Ceretha  Fernandes 

Westford  Academy  Alumni  (Elva  Judd  Rollins) . Jennifer  Mangini 

Westford  Academy  Alumni  (Charles  Hildreth  Award) . Thomas  Burnham 

Westford  Academy  Alumni  (Ruth  E.  McDonald  Award) . Amanda  Silva 

Westford  Academy  Athletic  Boosters  Award . Joseph  Hoebeke,  Jessica  Lima, 

. Lindsay  Willard,, Jonathan  St.  Gelais, 

.  Thomas  Burnham,  Scott  Patlovich, 

. Christopher  Palladino,  Kevin  Roach,  Gregory  Weeks, 

.  David  Conley,  Amanda  Silva 

National  Honor  Society  Awards . Kathleen  O'Brien,  Lawrence  Yang 

Student  Council  Leadership  Awards . Amanda  Silva,  Angela  Dunn,  Allyson  Kelley 

. Mark  Fellows,  Robin  Dodson,  Joseph  Hoebeke, 

. Jennifer  Kendrigan,  Kathleen  Wrona 

Westford  Academy  Faculty  Award . Amanda  Silva,  Christopher  Simoglou, 

. Frank  Gerardi 

Westford  Arts  Lottery  Council  . Jennifer  Mangini,  David  Guzas 

Westford  Garden  Club  Award . Christine  Griffin 

Westford  Junior  Women's  Club  Award . Stacy  Berenson,  Karen  Yung 

Westford  Lions  Club  Verna  Zaher  Award . Lawrence  Yang,  Andrea  Vigeant 

James  Lehan  Memorial  Award . Erik  Butler 

Dr.  Lawrence  Ross  Memorial  Award . Faith  Murach 

Middlesex  Savings  Bank  Award . Matthew  Cerrone 

Gary  Franceschi  Memorial  Award  . . Scott  Patlovich.  Emily  Ciampa 

Charles  E.  MacGregor  Memorial  Award . Kristen  Tocci 

Westford  Newcomers  &  Friends  Award . Meghanne  McClendon,  Brian  Guzas 

J.  V.  Fletcher  Music  Award . Corey  Halloran 

Nabnasset  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Award . Jill  Gendron 
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Andover  Education  Association  "Patricia  Leahy  Award" . Amanda  Silva 

Andover  Credit  Union  Scholarship . Amanda  Silva 

Anne  Marie  Bergamini  Bowman  Memorial  Award . Frank  Gerardi 

Westford  Youth  Baseball  Association . David  Conley 

Don  Masson  CIRRUS/ Outing  Club  Award . Heather  Ashcraft,  Justin  Ryan 

Westford  Education  Association  Award . Kristen  Tocci 

Westford  Firefighters  Association  Award . Ceretha  Fernandes,  Eric  Howland 

Westford  Kiwanis  Award . Anya  Federowski,  Kevin  Jones, 

. Jennifer  Kendrigan,  Jeanne  Massa, 

. Jonathan  St.  Gelais 

Westford  Police  Association  Award . Angela  Sullivan,  Joseph  Hoebeke 

Westford  Rotaiy  Club  Award . Laura  Schuft,  David  Guzas, 

. Karen  Yung,  Joshua  Eager 

Edward  M.  Connolly  Memorial  Award . Christopher  Simoglou 

Westford  Youth  Softball  Award  . Jessica  Lima,  Jill  Gendron, 

. Kathy  Thompson,  Gina  Morrissette 

Patricia  Rotelli  Peer  Counseling  Award . Rachel  Cohen 

S.A.D.D.  Scholarship . Kathleen  O'Brien 


MUSICAL  INTERLUDE  by  ....  Michael  Switzer,  Christopher  Palladino  (Guitar) 
. Kristen  Tocci,  Amy  Littleton  (Voice) 


TRUSTEE  EXCELLENCE  AWARDS 

Consumer  Family  Studies . 

Art . 

Business  Education . 

Computer  Science . 

English . 

French . 

German . 

Latin . 

Math . 

Music . 

Physical  Education . 

Science . 

Social  Studies . 

Spanish . 

Technology  Education . 


. Helena  Crocker 

. Alicia  Darragh 

. Gregory  Greven 

. Matthew  Cerrone 

. Justin  Ryan 

. Rachel  Cohen 

. Laura  Schuft 

. Catherine  Chabot 

. Susan  O'Brien 

. Peter  Sparks 

. Susan  Curless 

Joseph  Hoebeke,  Jessica  Lima 

. Angela  Dunn 

. Katherine  Dodson 

. Katherine  Dodson 

. Jason  Gerard 


TRUSTEE  FAMILY  AWARDS . 

1st  Lt.  Jeffrey  Peterson  Memorial  Award . 

Abbot  Award . 

Arthur  Griffin  Hildreth  Science  Memorial  Award 

Barbara  Hildreth  Parkhurst  Award . 

Bertha  Norris  Hildreth  Memorial  Math  Award  ... 

Charles  Hildreth  Colburn  Award . 

Dr.  Clarence  D.  Wright  Science  Award . 

Fisher  Family  Memorial  Award  . 

Forty  Memorial  Award . 

Gordon  B.  Seavey  Communications  Award  . 

Julian  Award . 

Karen  MacWilliams  Memorial  Award . 

Mary  L.  Westcott  Achievement  Award . 

Nabnasset  Boosters  Club  Award . 


. Helena  Crocker 

. Christopher  Simoglou 

. Timothy  Walsh 

. Brian  Drula 

. Nicole  Charron 

. Laura  Schuft 

. Robert  Flint 

. Salmaan  Shikari 

. Rachel  Cohen 

. Susan  O’Brien 

. Kathleen  Cray 

. Christian  Parke 

. Angela  Dunn 

Dean  Sudak,  Nicholas  Sudak 
. Lindsay  Willard 
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"Pat"  Bradley  Woman  Athlete  Award . 

Richard  Hall  Award . 

Robert  Shepherd  Memorial  Award  . 

Ross- Hook  Award . 

Thomas  C.  Pehrson  Memorial  Award . 

Stone  Award . 

Technology  Arts-Arthur  Bailey  Merit  Award  . 

William  C.  Roudenbush  Memorial  Award . 

Class  of  1995  Award . 

Russell  Carlson  "Pop  Warner"  Football  Award 

Erin  Elizabeth  Goddard  Memorial  Award . 

Steven  Brian  Wright  Memorial  Award  . 

Hoebeke-Blanco  Memorial  Award . 

Shields  Memorial  Award . 


Lindsay  Willard,  Heather  Menzie 

. Elizabeth  Noonan 

. Kathleen  Wrona 

. Katherine  Dodson 

. Douglas  Webster 

. Jennifer  Cutler 

. Brian  Drula 

. Allyson  Kelley 

. James  Stevens 

. David  Karpinsky 

. Lauren  Fisher 

. Meng  Kit 

. Amanda  Silva 

. Phillip  Davis 


SCHOOL  AWARDS 

Peer  Counseling  Awards .  Susan  O'Brien,  Janine  Tonucci,  Kristen  Tocci, 

. Rachel  Cohen,  John  Ruggiero,  Serra  Riley, 

. Amy  Littleton,  Kathleen  Cray,  Michael  Switzer, 

. Jared  Walsh,  Daniel  Cronin, 

. Christopher  Portell,  Kathleen  Wrona 

Presidential  Education  Excellence  Award . Katherine  Dodson,  Matthew  Cerrone, 

. Elizabeth  Noonan,  Lindsay  Willard, 

. David  Guzas,  Rachel  Cohen,  Angela  Dunn, 

. Peter  Sparks,  Jillian  Deignan,  Laura  Schuft, 

. Brian  Guzas, Robin  Dodson,  Amanda  Silva, 

. Jennifer  Cutler,  Faith  Murach,  Michele  Lynch, 

. Matthew  Gendreau, Nicholas  Sudak, 

. Dean  Sudak,  Christopher  Simoglou, 

. Asli  Demirag,  Ryan  Helenius,  Ann  Marie  McKenzie 

2 1th  Century  Award . Frank  Gerardi 

English  Department  Award .  Rachel  Cohen 

Physical  Education  Awards . Jessica  Lima,  Joseph  Hoebeke 

Child  Development  Award . Alicia  Darragh 

Adult  Living  Award . Kelly  Halstead 

Creative  Foods  Award . Jonathan  Healy,  Nicholas  Sudak,  Dean  Sudak 

Science  Department  Award . Angela  Dunn 

Business  Education  Award .  Matthew  Cerrone 

Multi  Media  Award . Meng  Kit 

Computer  Programming  Award . Justin  Ryan 

Law  Award  . Matthew  Cerrone 

College  Accounting . Matthew  Cerrone 

Social  Studies  Department . Katherine  Dodson 

Calculus  Award . Peter  Sparks 

Art  Education  Award . Lindsay  Willard,  Gregory  Greven 

German  IV  Award . Catherine  Chabot 

French  V  Award . Laura  Schuft 

Spanish  V  Award . Katherine  Dodson 

Latin  IV  Award . Susan  O'Brien 

National  Latin  Exam  Awards . Angela  Dunn,  Elizabeth  Noonan,  Jill  Gendron 

National  Junior  Classical  League  Honor  Society . Susan  O’Brien,  Angela  Dunn 

MA  Foreign  Language  Association  Leadership  Award . Laura  Schuft 

Drama  Award .  Phillip  Davis,  Robert  Flint,  Elisabeth  Guilbault, 

. Jeffrey  Lyman,  Jennifer  Mangini,  Ann-Marie  McKenzie, 

. Leah  Pickren,  Christopher  Portell, 

. Kristen  Tocci.  Misty  Kuprevich 

Ghostwriter  Award . Rachel  Cohen 
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Journalism  Award . 

Senior  Science  for  4  years... 

Physics . 

Technology . 

Social  Studies  Achievement 
Exchange  Students  Awards 


Phillip  Davis 


. Robin  Dodson 

. Robin  Dodson 

. Nicholas  Sudak,  Dean  Sudak 

. Christopher  Simoglou 

Glenda  Hunting.  Chansuda  Maneewongpongphan. 
. Isabel  Prahl,  Emese  Hoka.  Asli  Demirag 


MOST  WORTHY  REPRESENTATIVES 


1996  . Joseph  Hoebeke 

1997  . Maureen  Karpinsky 

1998  . Faith  Murach 

1 999  . Anthony  Montano 
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Grade 

Pre-Sc 

K 

Pre-Fii 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


ENROLLMENT  COUNTS 


October  2,  1995 


NAB 

RQB 

ABB 

DAY 

BLAN 

W.A. 

TOTALS 

32 

32 

135 

187 

322 

12 

16 

28 

142 

167 

309 

145 

157 

302 

120 

140 

260 

138 

157 

295 

154 

160 

314 

266 

266 

252 

252 

273 

273 

248 

248 

232 

232 

213 

213 

209 

209 

434 

559 

412 

457 

791 

902 

3555 
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HEALTH  SUMMARY 


Physical? 

#  Grade  Physicals 

93 

#  Positive  Findings  Referred  to  Family  Physician 

1 

#  Students  who  had  Physical  by  Private  Physician 

452 

#  Sport  Physicals  (Middle  &  High  School) 

394 

Vision  Screening 

#  referred  to  Private  Physician 

166 

Hearing  Screening 

#  referred  to  Private  Physician 

37 

Postural  Screening  (grades  5  to  9) 

#  Screened  by  Dr.  Watson 

114 

#  To  be  Followed  at  School 

36 

#  Referred  to  Private  Physician 

4 

Students  &  Staff  Transported  bv  Ambulance 

7 

Nurse-Pupil  Conferences 

44,396 

Immunizations 

DT 

76 

MMR 

93 

Flu 

156 

Mantoux 

106 

Hepatitis  B 

553 

Dental  Program 

#  Students  Eligible  Grades  2,  4,  &  6 

1173 

#  Students  who  Participated 

137 

#  Referred  for  Dental  Care 

14 

#  Referred  for  orthodontics 

69 

#  Students  with  bee  sting  allergies 

29 

#  Students  with  inhalers  in  school 

98 

#  Students  on  daily  medication 

81 

#  Students  with  severe  food  allergies 

17 
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PER£UEIL£XPENPITURE  comparison 


As  in  the  past  several  years,  we  are  providing  the  Town  with  a  comparison  of  Westford's 
per  pupil  expenditures  over  the  past  few  years  with  other  area  communities.  This  information  is 
supplied  by  the  State  Department  of  Education  and  is  based  upon  annual  budget  expenditures, 
thus  the  most  recent  data  is  for  FY94. 


EY21 

Concord 

7796 

Bedford 

6800 

Carlisle 

6394 

Acton 

5686 

Tewksbury 

4661 

Andover 

5314 

Wilmington 

5394 

STATE 

5066 

AVERAGE 

Littleton 

5936 

Chelmsford 

4671 

N.  Andover 

4933 

Billerica 

4916 

N.  Reading 

4912 

Reading 

5071 

Groton 

5115 

WESTFORD 

4730 

Dracut 

4267 

Tyngsboro 

4271 

STATE 

5066 

AVERAGE 

WESTFORD'S 

13th 

RANKING 

$  DIFFERENCE 

WESTFORD 

-$336 

TO  STATE 

Em 

Em 

Em 

7975 

8192 

8041 

7149 

7513 

7637 

6630 

6934 

7101 

5949 

5936 

5657 

4747 

4663 

5557 

5144 

5267 

5418 

4701 

5542 

5358 

5031 

5130 

5348 

5747 

6286 

5331 

4605 

4765 

5051 

4582 

4666 

4938 

4842 

4847 

4935 

4791 

4872 

4927 

4574 

4505 

4847 

4741 

4415 

4805 

4898 

4710 

4720 

3989 

3978 

4504 

4358 

4404 

4210 

5031 

5130 

5348 

7th 

11th 

15th 

-$133  -$420  -$628 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Dr.  John  Crisafulli,  Superintendent  692-5560 

Joy  Shelton,  Secretary  to  Superintendent 

Shirley  Mantone,  Curriculum  Secretary  692-5561 

Everett  V.  Olsen,  Business  Manager  692-5563 

Judy  Chaffee,  Secretary  to  Business  Manager 

Bookkeeping  Office  692-5562 

Barbara  Martel,  Bookkeeper 
Lorraine  Hurley,  Asst.  Bookkeeper 

Dr.  Kevin  Dwyer,  Administrator  of  Special  Education  692-5565 

Joan  Chipchak,  Secretary  to  Administrator 


Dr.  Jane  Coleman  Williams,  School  Psychologist 
Elizabeth  Smith,  Team  Chairperson 

Jean  Rossi,  Secretary/ Receptionist 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Richard  Faherty,  Chair 

Term  expires  1997 

Sharon  Boonstra,  Vice  Chair 

Term  expires  1997 

Lee  England 

Term  expires  1999 

Linnea  Flint 

Term  expires  1999 

Susan  Flint,  Secretary 

Term  expires  1998 

Robert  McCusker 

Term  expires  1998 

Paul  Royte 

Term  expires  1997 

Compiled  and  Edited  by 
Superintendent  s  Office 
for  the 

WESTFORD  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
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NASHOBA  VALLEY  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 


The  NVTHS  District  serves  the  Towns  of  Chelmsford,  Groton,  Littleton, 
Pepperell,  Shirley,  Townsend  and  Westford. 


DISTRICT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Stratos  Dukakis 

Chelmsford 

Charla  Boles 

Groton 

Irene  Machemer 

Townsend 

Doug  Morin,  Chairperson 

Westford 

Mary  Jo  Griffin 

Chelmsford 

Hajo  Koester 

Westford 

Sharon  Shanahan 

Chelmsford 

Augustine  Kish,  Vice  Chair 

Littleton 

Joan  O'Brien,  Secretary 

Westford 

Garry  Ricard 

Pepperell 

Benjamin  Wales 

Pepperell 

Richard  White 

Shirley 

James  Nugent 
Barbara  Sherritt 
Heidi  Shultz 
Samuel  Poulten 
Leo  Dunn 
Al  Buckley 


ALTERNATES 


Littleton 

Townsend 

Shirley 

Chelmsford 

Westford 

Pepperell 


SCHOOL 

Elizabeth  Cain 
Shirley  Dupont 
Joseph  Goldstein 
William  Lekas 
Sharon  Shanahan 
Victor  Kiloski 
Katherine  Hafner 
Len  Olenchak 
Barbara  Whitney 
Patrick  Miele 
Jeanette  Reed 
Daniel  Toombs 


COUNCIL 

Parent 

Parent 

Teacher 

Teacher 

Parent 

Administration 

Student 

Business 

Teacher 

Teacher 

Parent 

Community 


Judith  L.  Klimkiewicz 
Victor  Kiloski 
Thomas  Ryan 
Robert  O'Meara 
Ralph  Dumas 


ADMINISTRATION 

Superintendent-Di rector 
Assistant  Dir/Principal ( interim ) 
Vocational-Technical  Coord (interim) 
Learning  Support  Services  Coord 
Accounting  Manager 


MISSION  STATEMENT 

The  mission  of  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  is  to  provide  the 
highest  quality  academic  and  technical  education  possible  to  prepare  our 
students  for  their  future  success  in  a  technical  world. 


200 


Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  was  founded  in  1965  by  the  Towns  of 
Chelmsford,  Groton,  Littleton  and  Westford  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
vocational  education  for  the  students  of  this  area.  The  school  opened 
in  1969  with  nine  vocational  areas  (shops)  and  an  enrollment  of  255 
students.  By  1979,  the  Nashoba  District  expanded  to  incorporate  the 
three  additional  Towns  of  Shirley,  Pepperell  and  Townsend.  Having 
outgrown  the  original  facility,  Nashoba  expanded  as  well,  and  opened  in 
1980  with  an  enrollment  of  771  students. 

The  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  enrollment,  as  of  October 
1,  1996  is  as  follows: 


Chelmsford 

116 

Groton 

42 

Littleton 

14 

Pepperell 

128 

Shirley 

45 

Townsend 

80 

Westford 

70 

Tuitioned 

34 

School  Choice 

59 

Total 

588 

Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  is  accredited  by  the  New 
England  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  Inc.  and  provides  its 
students  with  on-the-job  training,  high  level  technical  skills,  a 
high  school  diploma,  a  technical  certificate,  an  opportunity  for 
further  education,  and  job  placement. 


Each  year,  qualified  seniors  may  elect  to  take  advantage  of  our  Work 
Based  Training  Program  which  allows  senior  students  to  work  in  industry 
or  business  and  receive  valuable  training  in  their  chosen  fields  as  well 
as  wages. 


The  following  programs  are  offered  at  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High 
School : 


TECHNICAL  PROGRAMS 


Auto  Body  Repair 
Automotive  Technology 
House  Building/Cabinet  Making 
Hotel/Restaurant  Man/Culinary  Arts 
Office  Techno logy /Telecommunications 
Computer  Aided  Drafting  Design 
Electrical  Technology 
Electronics /Robotics 

*To  be  introdu 


Graphic  Arts/Design 
Horticulture/Landscaping  Design 
Machine  Tool  Technology 
Medical  Occupations 
Metal  Fabrication  &  Welding 
Interior  Decorating/Design 
Plumbing  &  Heating/*Ventilat ion 
Cooling  and  Refrigeration 
in  1997/98 


Freshmen  explore  all  fifteen  vocational  areas  before  making  a  final 
vocational  selection  mid-way  through  their  first  year.  This  exploratory 
program  enables  students  to  make  realistic  choices,  reflecting  their 
needs,  interest  and  abilities.  Students  who  remain  in  their  selected 
shops  for  their  remaining  three  years  at  Nashoba  Tech  and  complete 
required  core  competencies  receive  a  technical  certificate  in  addition 
to  their  high  school  diploma. 


Instruction  is  divided  between  the  vocational  and  the  academic  areas. 
The  academic  areas  consist  of  the  following: 

ACADEMIC  PROGRAMS 


Mathematics 

Algebra  I , I I 

Applied  Math  I  &  II 

Plane  Geometry 

Calculus 

Business  Math 

Trigonometry 

Statistics 

Physical  Education 

Health  Education 


School  to  Work 

Transition 


English 

Composition  I-IV 
Literature  I-IV 
College  Prep  English 
Technical /Creative 
Writing 

World  Languages 

Spanish  1A  &  IB 
Social  Studies 

Civics 
Geography 
US  History  I,  II 
Entrepreneurship 


Science 

Biology 

Applied  Biology/Chemistry  I, II 
Principles  of  Technology  I,  II 
Chemistry 

Environmental  Science 
Physical  Science 

Computer  Applications 

Keyboard  Skills 
Computer  Basics 
Computer  Applications  and 
Programming  I,  II,  III 


Supportive  services  are  provided  for  those  students  entering  Nashoba 
Tech  with  special  needs.  Remediation  is  also  available  for  those  who 
reguire  learning  on  a  more  individual  basis. 


To  gualify  for  a  diploma  from  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  all 
students  must  complete: 


Four  years  of  Three  years  of 

English  Composition  Social  Studies 

English  Literature  Science 

Mathematics 

Physical  Education 

Health  Education 

Vocational  Program 


Four  years  Elective 

Computer  Applications 
or 

World  Languages 


COLLEGE/TECH  PREP 

College/Tech  Prep  programs  prepare  students  with  the  necessary  academic 
and  advanced  technical  skills  to  successfully  advance  in  a  globally 
competitive  workplace.  With  80%  of  the  jobs  of  the  next  decade 
demanding  an  advanced  degree  beyond  high  school,  College/Tech  Prep 
provides  a  defined  educational  pathway  that  links  secondary  and  post¬ 
secondary  studies.  College/Tech  Prep  Programs  integrate  academic  and 
"real  life  learning"  which  according  to  educational  research  is  the 
means  by  which  the  majority  of  students  learn. 


ATHLETICS 


Athletics,  as  part  of  the  overall  high  school  program,  includes  the 
following: 


Baseball 

Football 

Softball 


Basketball 

Golf 

Track  &  Field 


Cheer leading 
Ice  Hockey 
Wrestling 


Cross  Country  Volleyball 

Soccer 

Weight  Training 


Varsity,  junior  varsity  and  some  freshmen  teams  are  available  for 
students  participation.  There  are  NO  USER  FEES  required  for  any  sport, 
thus  insuring  that  cost  does  not  exclude  any  student.  Nashoba  also  has 
a  no  cut  policy  giving  more  students  the  opportunity  to  participate. 
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Nashoba  provides  an  array  of  extra  curricular  activities  in  addition  to 
our  athletic  programs: 


Music  Club 
Class  Activities 
Dances 
Field  Trips 
Homecoming 
Junior/Senior  Prom 
Drama  Club 

National  Honor  Society 
National  Vocational  Honor  Society 
Vocational  Industrial  Clubs 
of  America  (VICA) 


Open  House 
Sr.  Trip/Banquet 
Yearbook 
Student  Council 

Students  Against  Drunk  Driving  (SADD) 

Student  Mentor  Program 

Student  of  the  Month  Recognition 

State  Outstanding  Student  Program 

Math  Club 

Epicurean  Club 

World  Language/Culture  Club 


Community/Continuing  Education 


Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School's  Community/Continuing  Education 
Program  is  open  to  anyone  of  high  school  age  or  over  during  the  school 
year.  A  variety  of  evening  classes  in  technical,  academic  and  special 
interest  courses  are  offered.  This  year  approximately  1,500  students 
will  have  enrolled  in  our  Adult  Education  Programs.  During  the  off 
school  periods,  enrichment  programs  for  young  students  will  be  offered. 

Originally  founded  as  a  vocational  education  facility,  Nashoba  Valley 
Technical  High  School  continues  to  provide  the  residents  of  the  district 
an  opportunity  for  technical  training  and  educational  advancement. 


Philosophy 


The  philosophy  of  Nashoba  Valley  Technical  High  School  is  to  provide  an 
educational  facility  for  residents  of  the  district,  where  they  will 
receive  occupational  training,  academic  education  and  cultural 
enrichment  which  will  assist  them  in  developing  their  potential  and 
contribute  to  their  becoming  productive  members  of  society. 

Our  basic  objective  is  to  provide  an  education  for  all  students  with 
skills  suitable  for  employment  and  further  education.  It  is  the  aim  of 
the  school  that  students  become  self-reliant,  responsible  citizens, 
having  pride  in  their  pride  in  their  technical  areas,  showing  concern 
for  others  and  an  awareness  of  the  world  in  which  they  live. 

The  School  provides  the  students  with  academic  skills  necessary  for 
success  in  pursing  continuing  and  higher  education.  Students  are 
encouraged  to  enroll  in  courses  necessary  for  success  in  higher 
education. 

Our  philosophy  provides  educational  opportunities  for  area  adults 
seeking  to  change  their  vocation,  to  upgrade  skills  in  their  current 
field,  and/or  to  pursue  higher  education  or  recreational  activities. 

Nashoba  Tech  provides  for  the  individual  concerns,  abilities,  and 
capabilities  of  all  students  by  using  various  instructional  methods, 
material  and  programs. 

Administration,  staff,  district  residents,  advisory  committees,  and 
students  are  involved  both  formally  and  informally  in  identifying  the 
challenges  and  changes  within  the  industrial  technology  field. 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 
July  1,  1995-  June  30,  1996 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  VETERAN  SERVICES 
TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 

55  Main  Street 
Westford,  MA  01886 

Pauline  Martin 
Veterans  Agent 

VETERANS’  SERVICES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectman  and  residents  of  the  Town  of  Westford,  the  annual 
report  of  activities  of  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Services  is  submitted. 

Chapter  1 15  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  provides  for 
mandated  services  and  benefits  to  veterans  and  their  dependents. 

For  FY  1996,  $27,879.57  was  expended  on  financial  and  medical  assistance  to  eligible 
needy  veterans,  as  authorized  by  the  State  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Veterans'  Services.  In 
Westford,  six  (6)  cases  were  administered  benefits  through  this  state-mandated  program, 
averaging  4  to  6  open  cases  per  month. 

In  addition  to  providing  assistance  to  needy  veterans,  Veterans'  Services  include  burial 
assistance,  referrals  to  jobs  programs,  housing,  food  and  fuel  assistance.  The  Department  of 
Veterans  Services  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  membership  of  the  Westford  posts  of  the 
American  Legion,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  and  Disabled  American  Veterans. 

The  goal  of  1997  will  continue  to  expand  the  availability  and  access  to  health  care  for  the 
town's  veterans,  especially  geriatric  services  to  our  growing  elderly  veterans  population. 

Veterans  suffering  from  Persian  Gulf  Syndrome  and  Agent  Orange  will  continue  to  be  of 
concern. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Manager  have  been  supportive  of  the  above 
endeavors  and  we  thank  you  for  your  efforts  on  behalf  o  the  town's  veterans. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


VojjlS 


Pauline  Martin 
Director 

Department  of  Veterans'  Services 


February  10,  1997 
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WA  TER  DEPARTMENT 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FY96 


RECEIPTS: 

WATER  RATES  1,385,237.44 

MISCELLANEOUS  CHARGES  82,326.68 

SERVICES  AND  SYSTEM  229,401.22 

DEVELOPMENT  FEES 

INTEREST  8.98 

FORESTRY  998.91 

SALVAGE  200.00 

WATER  LIENS_ 14.320.96 


TOTAL  REVENUES 


$1,717,900.48 


EXPENDITURES: 

WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

MAINTENANCE  AND  OPERATION 

LAWN  MOWER 

BACKHOE 

TEST  METERS 

CONCRETE  FLOOR 

BEAVER  DAM  ROAD 

WATER  QUALITY  STUDY 

CONFINED  SPACE  TRIPOD 

METER  REPLACEMENT 

MASTER  PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION 

PINE  TREE  TRAIL  IMPROVEMENTS 

LEBLUE  SETTLEMENT  ON  LAND 

FY94  WATER  MAIN  PROJECT 

MASTER  PLAN  ENCUMBERED 

FY95  WATER  MAIN  PROJECT 

BOOSTER  STATION 

OAK  HELL  ROAD 

ZONE  H  TESTING 


377,293.67 

492,588.28 

1,600.00 

29,905.00 

7,753.75 

4,318.00 

14,067.21 

17,100.00 

2,966.70 

32,000.00 

28,534.81 

1,050.00 

10,000.00 

28,327.76 

197.32 

267,563.45 

234,534.07 

4,121.72 

2.561.67 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 


$1,556,483.41 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT 


ACCOUNTS  TO  BE  CARRIED  FORWARD: 

BOOSTER  STATION  9,925.05 

ZONE  II  TESTING  2,028.99 

PAINT  TRUCK  4,000.00 

WATER  QUALITY  STUDY  1,900.00 

PINE  TREE  TRAIL  IMPROVEMENTS  48,797.00 


RIVER  STREET  BRIDGE  WATER  MAIN  100.000.00 

TOTAL 


WATER  SURPLUS 


BEGINNING  BALANCE  7/1795 

7/1/95  TOWN  MEETING  ART.  26 

PINE  TREE  TRAIL  IMPROVEMENTS  49,847.00 


7/1/95  TOWN  MEETING  ART.  27 

RIVER  STREET  BRIDGE  WATER  MAIN  100,000.00 

7/1/95  TOWN  MEETING  ART.  28 

LEBLUE  LAND  SETTLEMENT  10,000.00 

6/30/96  INCOME  OVER  PROJECTION  518,298.00 

6/30/96  EXPENDITURE  SURPLUS _ 440,835.00 

6/30/96  WATER  SURPLUS  BALANCE 

Respectfully  submitted, 


THE  BOARD  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 


Leslie  Thomas,  Chairperson 


$166,651.04 


109,267.00 


$908,553.00 
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Report  of  the  Water  Department  Superintendent 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31 ,  1996 


Number  of  Gallons  Pumped 

January 
February 
March 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


30,261,960 

25,402,840 

31,251,900 

31,511,340 

48,077,711 

63,024,270 

59,955,000 

64,952,000 

45,552,000 

77,111,000 

28,940,970 

24,832,000 


TOTAL  GALLONS  530,872,991 


Largest  Day  :  June  19,1 996  4, 854, 000  gallons  pumped 
Largest  Week:  June  16-  June  22,  1996  18,455,000  gallons  pumped 
Average  Daily  Consumption:  1,454,447  gallons  pumped 


Number  of  Hydrants  742 

Miles  of  Water  Main  96 

Number  of  Accounts  4426 

Number  of  Services  4168 

Service  Renewals  13 

Water  Main  Installed  14,655  ft. 

Hydrants  Installed  26 

Water  Main  Breaks  7 

Service  Leaks  6 

New  Services  147 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Warren  Sweetser,  Superintendent 
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WESTFORD  MUSEUM 


1996  was  a  year  of  continued  growth  for  your  Museum.  We  began  the 
year  with  the  planning  of  new  exhibits  and  a  refinement  of  our 
mission  of  public  outreach,  especially  to  the  children  of  our 
community.  We  have  hosted  workshops  for  Scout  groups  and,  last 
May,  we  hosted  a  study  project  for  six  third  grade  classes  from  the 
Norman  E.  Day  School.  Mrs.  Gendron,  Mrs.  Hall,  Dr.  Connors,  Mrs. 
Lemire,  Mrs.  Cederberg,  Mrs.  Bagas  and  150  students  participated  in 
a  Westford  history/farm  study  project.  Activities  included  a  bus 
tour  of  Westford  with  Lynn  Cohen  and  Ellen  Harde;  a  workshop  series 
in  the  museum  with  Robin  Fullford,  Bob  Perkins,  Elwin  Bagley  and 
Maureen  Raia;  as  well  as  pre  and  post-workshop  visits  to  Day  School 
classrooms . 

We  conducted  a  special  Open  House  in  March,  inviting  public 
participation  as  we  begun  developing  our  major  exhibit  for  the 
year,  ON  THE  FARM.  We  conducted  several  other  sessions,  accepting 
many  fine  artifacts  on  a  loan  basis  from  people. 

The  museum  kept  with  tradition  and  opened  officially  for  the  season 
in  June  in  conjunction  with  the  Strawberry  Festival.  Attendance 
over  the  year  was  outstanding,  surpassing  that  of  the  last  five 
years  combined! 

During  four  days  in  November,  the  Museum  was  transformed  into  a 
haven  for  rail  enthusiasts  of  all  ages.  Many  thanks  to  the 
Middlesex  Model  Railroad  Club,  Sandy  Shepherd,  Arnold  Wilder  and 
others  for  their  hard  work. 

Maureen  Raia,  our  curator,  worked  diligently  throughout  the  year  to 
upgrade  permanent  exhibits  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board, 
solicit  and  develop  new  exhibits.  A  great  example  of  her 
imagination  and  skill  was  the  incorporation  of  the  discovered  farm 
"cultivator"  into  our  exhibit. 

Our  major  1997  Exhibit  is  entitled  "Power  of  the  Mills".  Beginning 
with  rudimentary  structures  in  the  late  1600's,  through  to  this 
century,  harnessing  the  waterways  of  our  town  has  been  important. 
Join  us  as  we  transform  the  Museum  to  take  you  on  a  journey  along 
the  Stoney  Brook.  We  will  again  open  the  Museum  to  listen  to  your 
ideas  as  we  develop  the  exhibit. 

Additionally,  under  the  leadership  of  Rachel  Webb,  we  continued  to 
publish  our  Quarterly  Newsletter.  Marion  Thompson  accessioned  over 
one  hundred  fifty  hundred  items  and  worked  constantly  to  improve 
the  process  whereby  items  are  accepted,  catalogued  and  stored. 
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Maintenance  Report 


Although  the  Historical  Commission,  a  group  appointed  by  the  Town, 
and  Town  of  Westford  are  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  the  Museum  and  the  Cottage  at  2  and  4  Boston  Road, 
Museum  and  Historical  Society  members  focused  on  upgrading  the 
interior  of  the  Cottage  to  meet  the  objective  of  providing  a  viable 
long  term  environment  for  the  many  stored  artifacts.  We  are 
planning  on  additional  projects  in  1997  as  we  evolve  towards  a  Town 
Information  Center.  Anyone  interested  in  spearheading  this 
Information  Center  Project  should  contact  us  to  get  involved. 

Elwin  Bagley  and  Lloyd  Blanchard  have  been  most  generous  with  their 
time  and  skills  in  support  of  a  variety  of  projects  throughout  the 
year. 

The  Museum  is  open  from  2:00  -  4:00  PM  on  Sundays  from  June  to 
November.  We  also  open  one  Sunday  during  other  months.  And  can 
open  by  appointment.  Look  for  announcements  in  the  Westford 
Eagle . 

The  meetings  of  the  Westford  Museum  and  Historical  Society  Board  of 
Directors  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:15  PM. 
All  Westford  residents  are  invited  to  attend.  We  thank  Westford 
residents  for  your  contributions  -  your  ideas,  time,  skills, 
artifacts  and  financial  support.  And  we  are  grateful  for  the  help 
received  from  the  teachers  and  students  in  the  Graphic  Arts, 
Painting  &  Decorative  Arts,  and  Metal  Working  Departments  of  the 
Nashoba  Valley  Technical  School. 

You  have  helped  to  make  this  a  rewarding  year  for  us  all. 

We  look  forward  to  an  exciting  1997  and  hope  you  will  be  part  of 
it.  Feel  free  to  call  us  at  692-5550  if  you  have  any  questions  or 
wish  to  get  involved. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Michael  Millet 

President,  Westford  Museum  and  Historical  Society 
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ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


The  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  is  a  quasi- judicial  body  of  five 
members  and  two  associate  members  chartered  under  both  State  Law 
(Chapter  40A)  and  the  West ford  Zoning  By-law.  The  Board  is 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  acts  in  four  primary 
areas: 

*  Variances 

*  Special  Permits 

*  Appeals  to  the  decisions  of  the  Building  Inspector  and  Code 
Enforcer 

*  Comprehensive  Permits  (State  Law) 

The  Board  meets  monthly  to  hear  a  rather  normal  array  of  petitions. 
In  reflecting  on  the  year's  observations,  there  are  several  areas 
of  concern  that  need  to  be  shared  with  the  community. 

Affordable  Housing  Through  the  Comprehensive  Permits  Process 

Support  for  the  creation  of  affordable  housing  is  well  within  the 
traditions  and  spirit  of  the  Town  and  is  even  directly  cited  in 
Section  1.2  (Purpose)  of  the  Town's  Zoning  Bylaw: 

’•The  objectives  of  the  By-law  include... to  encourage  housing 
for  persons  of  all  income  levels..." 

It  is  further  supported  by  the  Town  Mission  Statement  adopted  as 
Article  25  of  the  May  11,  1988  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

There  is  a  State  supported  and  regulated  process  by  which  a 
developer  may  come  before  the  Town  and  propose  a  development 
containing  a  minimum  of  25%  affordable  units  under  a  process  called 
a  Comprehensive  Permit,  To  reduce  project  costs  enough  to  enable 
the  developer  to  construct  the  mix  of  "affordable"  and  "market 
value"  units,  they  petition  for  relief  from  normal  zoning 
regulations,  principally  those  related  to  density.  State  law 
streamlines  the  process  by  funneling  almost  all  permitting  through 
a  single  board,  the  ZBA.  This  process  can  produce  a  very  desirable 
social  result.  It  can  also  be  used  as  a  tool  for  a  developer  to 
maximize  his  gain  by  using  high  density  on  a  low  cost  plot  that 
would  not  support  "normal"  development.  In  facing  such  a 
development  proposal,  the  Board  strongly  feels  that  the  Town 
officials  must  see  as  their  primary  responsibility,  to  the  maximum 
extent  permitted  by  the  restrictions  of  the  law,  the  future  long 
term  well  being  of  the  future  affordable  unit  residents.  Their 
second  fiduciary  responsibility,  before  all  others,  must  be  to  the 
community  in  which  the  development  is  proposed. 
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In  response  to  its  experience  with  two  Comprehensive  Permit 
developments,  the  Board  put  forth  a  series  of  proposals  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  in  March  1994  that  recommended  more  stringent 
preliminary  proposal  review  as  one  way  of  improving  development 
quality.  Further,  a  proactive  Town  initiated  process  was 
recommended  as  a  way  of  shifting  the  balance  of  control  to  the  Town 
in  order  to  help  insure  a  level  of  quality  in  the  development,  that 
the  Town  could  be  proud  of.  The  Board  appreciates  the  Board  of 
Selectmen's  movement  toward  adopting  these  recommendations  in  the 
joint  belief  that  the  last  thing  a  future  resident  (perhaps  a 
senior  citizen)  need  is  a  "bargain"  home  that  turns  into  a 
nightmare  of  on-going  expense  due  to  infrastructure  failure. 

Antennas 

Proposals  have  come  before  the  Board  for  private  and  commercial 
radio  antennas  that  have  resulted  in  considerable  contention 
between  the  petitioners  and  the  abutters.  The  issues  are  very 
complex,  involving  a  competition  of  "rights",  local,  state  and 
federal  laws,  court  decisions,  technical  considerations  and  a  high 
and  rapidly  growing  demand  for  new  telecommunications  services. 
There  is  an  immediate  need  for  a  balanced  review  of  the  issues  and 
citizen  wishes  to  structure  appropriate  new  zoning  regulations  that 
will  be  responsive  to  maintaining  the  character  and  aesthetic  value 
of  the  Town  while  providing  for  resident  telecommunications  needs. 
A  collaborative  Selectmen,  Town  Counsel,  Planning  Board  and  ZBA 
effort  is  urged. 

Town  Official  Support 

The  Board  gratefully  recognizes  the  valuable  input  it  has  received 
from  the  Planning  Board,  Board  of  Health,  Selectmen,  Conservation 
Commission  and  the  Building  Commissioner.  We  welcome  and  will 
value  such  input  going  forward. 

Thanks 

The  Board  wishes  to  extend  a  special  thanks  to  Ann  Vandal,  formerly 
of  the  Permitting  Office,  who  has  been  our  very  skilled  and  patient 
administrative  assistant.  We  wish  her  the  best  in  her  new  role  in 
the  Tax  Collector's  Office. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

John  Cadigan,  Chairperson 
Ronald  Johnson 
Roger  Hall 
Ellen  Doucette 
Jan  Enis 

David  Earl,  Associate 
Sam  Frank,  Associate 
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CABLE  TELEVISION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


In  1983,  pursuant  to  the  authority  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  as  the  issuing  authority  of  the  Town  of 
Westford,  granted  a  final  Cable  Television  License  to  Nashoba  Cable  authorizing  and 
permitting  Nashoba  to  construct  and  operate  a  cable  television  communications  system 
within  the  Town  of  Westford.  In  1987  the  Federal  Government  deregulated  cable 
television  services.  This  act  eliminated  the  Selectmen’s  control  over  the  pricing  of  cable 
television  services.  In  1994,  Nashoba  sold  the  cable  television  business  to  Cablevision. 

Pursuant  to  the  license,  the  seven  member  Cable  Television  Committee  has  the 
following  duties  and  responsibilities:  (a)  create  policies,  handle  complaints  and 
supervise  ongoing  matters  concerning  administration  and  other  matters  related  to  the 
cable  system  on  behalf  of  the  Town;  (b)  assist  Cablevision  in  establishing  procedures 
and  rules  governing  the  use  of  cable  equipment  and  access  channels  for  the  public;  (c) 
provide  and  gather  information  regarding  the  public’s  interest;  (d)  assist  in  the 
budgeting  and  management  of  the  Westford  Cable  Television  Local  Origination  Fund; 
and  (e)  offer  advice  on  consumer  complaints,  programming  and  services  offered  by 
Cablevision.  The  Committee  acts  solely  in  an  advisory  capacity  and  has  no  direct 
authority  over  Cablevision. 

Problems  related  to  cable  services  in  the  Town  of  Westford  should  initially  be  directed 
to  Cablevision  at  692-6500.  Problems  which  can  not  be  resolved  with  Cablevision 
should  be  directed  to  the  Cable  Television  Committee,  mailing  address:  Town  Flail,  55 
Main  Street,  Westford,  MA  01886.  The  Committee  holds  public  meetings  monthly  every 
second  Wednesday  at  7:30  PM  at  the  Westford  Town  Flail.  Any  matters  which  can  not 
be  resolved  by  the  Committee  are  referred  to  the  Selectmen  and  the  Town  Manager. 

The  focus  of  the  Committee  in  1996  was  twofold.  We  have  continued  to  focus  on  local 
programming.  Westford’s  local  programs  are  telecast  on  cable  channel  8.  The 
Selectmen’s  meetings  and  the  School  Committee  meetings  are  telecast  live  when 
possible  and  are  rebroadcasted  throughout  the  week  along  with  other  locally  produced 
programming.  The  channel  8  program  schedule  is  published  weekly  in  the  Westford 
Eagle.  There  are  generally  at  least  two  hours  of  locally  produced  programming  every 
day  on  channel  8.  The  other  focus  of  the  Committee  in  1996  has  been  the  gathering  of 
information  pursuant  to  the  negotiations  with  Cablevision  concerning  the  renewal 
request  of  the  cable  operating  license  for  Westford.  We  have  held  a  public  hearing  and 
have  administered  a  townwide  survey  to  ascertain  the  level  of  Westford  citizens 
satisfaction  with  Cablevision.  The  hearing  and  the  survey  are  necessary  before 
negotiations  can  proceed  on  the  license  renewal 
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Local  programming  is  based  on  volunteer  talent  and  crew.  Cablevision  provides 
workshops  free  of  charge  to  any  Town  resident  interested  in  television  production. 
Equipment,  supplies  and  technical  support  are  provided  by  Cablevision  and  are  paid  for 
by  the  Local  Origination  Fund.  Per  the  license,  Cablevision  contributes  3%  of 
subscriber  fees  to  the  fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Donald  Whitehouse,  Chairperson 
David  Levy,  Vice-Chairperson 
David  Johnson,  Secretary 
Kenneth  Dwyer 
Hajo  (Bill)  Koester 
Donald  Bradanese 
William  Ewers 
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Development  and  Industrial  Commission 

Background 

Westford’s  Development  and  Industrial  Commission  is  an  official  town  government  body 
that  has  existed  for  several  years  The  Commission  has  recently  become  very  active 
through  the  addition  of  new  members,  the  support  of  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Town’s 
Selectmen,  and  the  leadership  of  the  Economic  Issues  Task  Force  of  the  Master  Plan 
Implementation  Committee.  Our  semi-weekly  meetings  are  open  to  the  public 

Purpose 

As  stated  in  our  Strategy  For  Growth  plan,  the  Commission  has  three  primary  goals: 

•  Help  achieve  substantial  and  sustainable  revenue  growth  for  town  investments 
through  new  commercial/industrial  growth  within  town  policy  guidelines. 

•  Revitalize  significant  town  properties,  especially  the  mills  and  other  under¬ 
utilized  industrial  buildings 

•  Improve  the  quality  of  life  for  all  town  “consumers”,  but  especially  targeted 
residents  whose  contributions  to  the  town  exceed  their  cost  to  the  town. 

Kev  Responsibilities 

Most  of  the  Commission’s  time  and  energy  is  devoted  to  fulfilling  our  official  leadership 
responsibilities  in  the  following  areas: 

•  Legal  Authority  for  business  development  funds  and  opportunity  zone  issues 

•  Official  Advocate  for  business  and  consumer  interests  in  Westford 

•  Strategic  Planner  for  business  growth  and  related  Westford  development 


Commission  Members 

The  following  eight  Westford  residents  are  active  members  of  the  Commission  or  awaiting 
confirmation  by  the  Selectmen.  We  expect  to  grow  to  a  total  of  nine  to  eleven  members 
during  the  upcoming  year. 

•  Patricia  Bagley 

•  Richard  Crocker 

•  Edward  B  Goodwin,  Vice-Chair 

•  Thomas  E.  LeBlanc 

•  Thomas  J.  Mahanna 

•  Elizabeth  Newman 

•  Mark  G.  Scolnick,  Chair 

•  Glen  W  Shenkin 
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DREW  PARCEL  NEGOTIATION  COMMITTEE 


The  mission  of  the  Drew  Parcel  Negotiation  Committee  was  to  preserve  the  visual  assets  and  unique 
character  of  the  Drew  Farms  property  The  committee  also  hoped  to  preserve  the  use  of  the  parcel  as 
outlet  for  local  products  to  the  greatest  extent  possible.  The  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  January  1996,  worked  with  the  Drew  Farm  owners  and  presented  a  plan  to  the  October 
1996  Special  Town  Meeting.  The  Special  Town  Meeting  unanimously  appropriated  funds  which 
allowed  Westford  to  successfully  accomplish  this  mission 

The  Drew  Farms  property  consists  of  two  pieces  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Boston  Road  just  north  of 
Interstate  495.  One  is  a  7-acre  working  orchard  and  the  other  is  2  acres  on  which  sits  a  farm  stand 
Both  parcels  are  owned  by  Keith  and  Nanci  Bohne,  who  operate  the  orchard  and  farm  stand  The 
parcels  are  zoned  residential,  with  the  farm  stand  operating  under  several  zoning  variances  In 
December  1995,  the  Bohnes  notified  the  Town  that  they  were  interested  in  selling  the  parcels  and 
wanted  to  work  with  the  Town  on  the  best  approach  to  maintain  the  character  of  the  parcels  They  put 
the  parcels  on  the  market  at  a  price  of  $850,000  and  gave  the  Town  a  30-day  right  of  first  refusal. 

Given  the  location  of  the  parcels,  the  importance  of  this  property  was  recognized  by  the  Selectmen  as 
well  as  by  the  Master  Plan  Implementation  Committee  The  orchard  is  one  of  the  few  remaining 
working  orchards  in  Westford  and  the  farm  stand  is  strategically  located  near  the  Westford  exits  from 
Interstate  495.  The  existence  of  the  orchard  is  a  main  feature  of  Westford's  character,  reminiscent  of 
the  many  orchards  for  which  Westford  was  known.  The  parcels  are  contiguous  with  Town-owned 
land,  most  of  which  was  purchased  by  an  earlier  Drew  Development  Committee  in  response  to 
direction  from  the  1987  Town  Meeting.  This  Town-owned  land  is  also  contiguous  with  land  having 
conservation  restrictions  On  the  west  side  of  Boston  Road,  just  opposite  Drew  Farms,  is  a  small 
orchard  on  Town-owned  land  which  had  not  been  worked  for  about  ten  years. 

The  Committee  was  fortunate  to  be  able  to  draw  on  the  experience  of  Town  Counsel,  the  law  firm  of 
Brackett  &  Lucas,  who  had  assisted  the  Town  of  Bolton  in  protecting  a  similar  piece  of  property,  the 
Nashoba  Valley  Winery  With  advice  from  Town  Counsel,  the  Committee  investigated  several 
approaches  including  obtaining  grants  from  the  State. 

After  reviewing  options  and  discussing  them  with  the  Bohnes,  the  Committee  recommended  to  the 
Selectmen  and  to  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  Town  purchase  the  development  rights  to  both 
parcels  with  the  agreement  that  the  Bohnes  continue  to  work  the  orchard  and,  at  their  own  expense,  re¬ 
establish  and  work  the  smaller  orchard  on  Town-owned  land  The  Bohnes  will  also  continue  to 
operate  the  farm  stand  A  price  of  $525,000  was  negotiated  To  minimize  the  impact  on  Town 
finances,  the  price  will  be  paid  in  three  annual  payments  An  agricultural  preservation  restriction  will  be 
placed  on  the  parcels  which  allows  only  orchard  and  farm  stand  uses  on  the  individual  parcels, 
respectively  Should  the  Bohnes  decide  to  sell  the  land  sometime  in  the  future,  the  Town  has  the  right 
of  first  refusal 
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This  recommendation  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Special  Town  Meeting  on  October  21,  1996. 
Ten  days  later,  on  Halloween,  the  annual  Drew  Farms  pumpkin-carving  was  more  festive  than  usual  as 
both  the  families  of  Westford  and  the  Bohnes  celebrated  the  continued  vitality  and  presence  of  the 
orchard  and  farm  stand. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Drew  Parcel  Negotiating  Committee 

Elizabeth  Michaud,  Chairperson 

Peter  Cooke 

Bill  Harman 

Ron  Sandholm 

Emily  Teller 

Jack  Wrobel 


217 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


rne  Westford  Historical  Commission  summarizes  1996  as  a  year  of 
action . 

Significant  progress  on  two  major  initiatives  during  the  year  have 
contributed  to  our  success  in  1996.  The  first,  the  nomination  for 
the  listing  of  the  Westford  Center  District  on  The  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places,  was  submitted  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission  on  December  23.  The  second  major  initiative 
was  the  Westford  Town  Common  Restoration  Project.  More  details 
about  these  two  initiatives  are  discussed  below. 

The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 

The  Westford  Center  District  Nomination  for  listing  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  was  submitted  this  year  to  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission.  The  approval  process  could 
take  up  to  two  years  before  the  district  is  listed.  The  nomination 
includes  103  buildings  at  the  following  addresses:  2-25  Boston 
Road,  2-21  Depot  Street,  4-8  Graniteville  Road,  1-10  Hildreth 
Street,  1-4  Leland  Road,  4-8  Lincoln  Street,  and  1-80  Main  Street. 

Sanford  Johnson,  a  preservation  consultant,  was  hired  by  the 
Historical  Commission  to  document  the  historical  and  architectural 
significance  of  the  Westford  Center  District  and  complete  the  58 
page  nomination.  Sanford  also  photographed  the  district  as 
required  and  submitted  the  photographs  and  slides,  along  with  maps 
of  the  district  to  the  State. 

A  public  information  meeting  was  held  jointly  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  the  Historical  Commission  on  November  20,  1996  at  the  J. 
V.  Fletcher  Library  for  all  interested  citizens  and  abutters. 
Betsy  Friedberg,  Director,  National  Register,  from  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  presented  information  and 
slides  at  the  meeting  and  explained  the  National  Register  of 
Historical  Places.  It  appears  Betsy's  presentation  answered  many 
people's  questions,  because  during  the  question  and  answer  period 
there  were  not  questions  asked. 

The  Historical  Commission  voted  to  begin  working  on  a  nomination 
for  the  Graniteville  District  in  1997  and  the  Forge  Village 
District  in  1998.  To  meet  these  goals  $6,500.00  each  year  will 
need  to  be  allocated  to  our  budget  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Both  the  Graniteville  and  Forge  Village  nominations  are  important 
to  the  Historical  Commission  for  many  reasons  including  the 
opportunity  to  document  the  significant  roles  both  these 
communities  have  played  throughout  Westford's  history. 
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The  West ford  Town  Common  1996  Restoration  Project 

The  purpose  of  the  Westford  Town  Common  Restoration  project  has 
been  to  return  the  Common  to  its  former  glory:  an  acre  of  well 
manicured  lawns  surrounded  by  double  row  of  maples.  We  are  very 
pleased  to  report  the  project  is  nearly  completed  and  the  goal 
nearly  achieved. 

The  $23,000.00  for  the  restoration  has  come  from  private  donations 
from  the  residents  of  Westford.  We  are  particularly  pleased  with 
the  show  of  support  financially,  as  it  is  in  keeping  with  the 
Common's  history  since  the  establishment  and  past  restorations  of 
the  Common  have  been  completed  with  private  donations.  Equally 
impressive  are  the  donations  of  materials  and  labor  from  the 
residents . 

The  process  for  the  restoration  has  also  been  impressive  and 
effective.  Working  with  Ellen  Harde,  the  Historical  Commissioners 
took  on  specific  project  areas.  Interested  Westford  residents  also 
volunteered  much  of  their  time,  energy  and  ideas  to  the  restoration 
project.  Local  historians  and  long-time  residents  were  contacted 
to  get  a  clear  understanding  of  how  each  item  on  the  common,  living 
or  stationary,  got  to  be  there.  Great  respect  was  given  to 
memorials  and  items  that  had  historic  meaning  to  the  townspeople. 
Newspaper  articles  in  both  the  Lowell  Sun  and  Westford  Eagle  were 
published  to  keep  the  public  aware  of  the  planned  changes,  and 
progress.  When  there  was  some  concern  from  residents,  Ellen  Harde 
and  Jane  Hinckley  made  themselves  available  at  the  Cameron  Senior 
Center  to  discuss  the  plan. 

The  landscape  design  was  done  by  Gloria  Tu  of  Greater  Boston 
Landscape,  Westford  who  developed  a  map  of  the  Common  and  designed 
a  plan  to  meet  our  goals.  We  have  summarized  the  activities  into 
four  major  categories  which  include  landscaping,  signage,  monuments 
and  electrical  work. 

Landscaping:  much  needed  tree  work,  i.e.  removal  of  five  trees  and 
moving  three  trees,  along  with  cabling  and  pruning  the  sugar 
maples.  A  plan  is  being  developed  to  replace  the  lost  sugar  maples 
that  border  the  Common.  Billerica  House  of  Corrections  inmates 
removed  the  paved  walkway  cutting  across  the  common  and  prepared 
the  site  in  front  of  the  World  War  II  memorial  for  granite  pavers. 

Signage:  a  review  of  what  signs  are  legally  required  was  done  with 
both  Police  Department  Safety  Officer  Ray  Peachey  and  Highway 
Superintendent  Richard  "Chip"  Barrett.  It  was  agreed  wood  signs 
similar  to  those  used  by  the  Nantucket  DPW  could  be  used  for  street 
markers  and  No  Parking  sings  and  unnecessary  signs  could  be 
removed.  Wooden  sign  posts  would  replace  metal  posts,  and  Stop, 
Yield  and  Do  Not  Enter  Signs  would  remain  metal  and  reflective. 
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Electrical:  reducing  the  size  of  the  electrical  house  from  four 
feet  high  to  two  feet  high,  and  reworking  the  placement  and  height 
of  the  electrical  outlets.  The  students  from  Nashoba  Valley 
Technical  High  School  under  the  direction  of  Bob  DeVincentis  and 
Kevin  McDermott  completed  the  electrical  work  free  of  charge. 

Monuments  and  Memorials:  moving  the  World  War  II  monument  onto  the 
Common,  (keeping  a  promise  made  50  years  ago  the  late  Frank  Miller) 
after  consultation  with  Clayton  Dearth,  former  caretaker  of  the 
Common;  Ed  Szylvian  of  the  American  Legion  and  George  Fletcher 
whose  mother  had  urged  its  moving  years  before.  This  move  allowed 
us  to  get  all  the  War  Memorials  in  Westford  Center  onto  the  Common. 
Granite  pavers  donated  by  Fletcher  Granite  company  were  installed 
at  each  monument  to  match  those  around  the  Vietnam/Korean  monument. 
The  1883  granite  watering  trough  was  returned  close  to  its  original 
site  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  an  opportunity  was  also  created  to  have 
eight  benches  put  on  or  facing  the  Common  with  monies  donated  by 
Westford  residents.  Jane  Hinckley  visited  Winchester,  Lexington 
and  Concord  to  view  styles  of  benches  and  her  recommendation  of  ipe 
wood  with  wrought  iron  was  unanimously  accepted  by  the  Commission. 
Plaques  have  been  placed  on  each  bench.  Other  memorials  are  for 
the  replanting  of  the  sugar  maples  which  will  be  done  in  the  spring 
of  1997. 

We  feel  we  are  well  on  our  way  to  restoring  the  Common  to 
yesteryear.  Along  the  way,  all  involved  learned  more  about  the 
history  of  our  Common,  and  once  again  we  experienced  the  generosity 
in  time,  money  and  energy  from  many  residents.  The  residents  of 
Westford  now  have  another  fund  to  consider  when  making  memorial 
gifts;  families  have  already  asked  that  memorial  contributions  go 
to  the  Town  of  Westford  Common  Account.  These  donations  and  future 
contributions  will  allow  us  to  continue  maintaining  the  Town  of 
Westford  Common  with  all  its  history  and  beauty. 

The  Graniteville  Methodist  Church 

The  125th  Commemorative  Service  for  the  Graniteville  Methodist 
Church  was  held  on  November  24,  1996.  Members  of  the  Westford 

Historical  Commission,  Sally  Benedict,  Jane  Hinckley,  Roland 
Pendlebury  and  Ken  Tebbetts,  attended  the  service.  The  church  is 
one  of  Westford 's  great  landmarks  with  significant  history  and 
beautiful  architecture.  In  1997  the  Historical  Commission  will 
work  toward  helping  the  Church  get  a  nomination  for  listing  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Place  as  well  as  being  a  part  of  the 
proposed  Graniteville  District. 

With  Great  Sadness 

The  Historical  Commission  said  farewell  to  Mrs.  Bernice  Gould 
Picking  who  died  in  April.  Bernice  was  a  member  of  the  Historical 
Commission  since  1983,  and  will  be  greatly  missed  for  her  love  of 
historic  preservation. 
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In  December,  Gordon  B.  Seavey,  died  at  the  age  of  91.  Though  not 
a  member,  Gordon  Seavey  was  a  valued  contributor  to  the  Historical 
Commission.  His  historical  accounts  and  numerous  articles  about 
Westford's  history  helped  us  get  perspective  and  educated  us  about 
Westford's  past. 

New  Member 

Ken  Tebbetts  was  appointed  to  the  Historical  Commission  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  in  July  to  replace  the  late  Bernice  Gould 
Picking.  Ken  brings  to  the  Commission  great  enthusiasm  for 
Westford's  historic  preservation  along  with  some  knowledge  and 
ancestry.  Ken  grew  up  in  the  Graniteville  section  of  Westford,  and 
is  the  grandson  of  Westford's  first  Chief  of  Police  the  late  John 
F .  Sullivan,  Sr. . 

In  Summary 

The  year  was  a  full  and  productive  one  for  the  Historical 
Commission.  We  are  grateful  to  all  those  who  have  helped  along  the 
way. 

The  turn  of  the  century  is  now  right  before  us,  and  as  Westford's 
Historical  Commission,  our  energy  and  challenges  will  be  in  making 
sure  we  have  done  the  best  job  possible  capturing  the  history  of 
the  past  century  as  a  record  to  those  who  lived  before  us  and  to 
help  educate  the  generations  that  will  follow  us.  Thank  you  for 
the  opportunity  to  serve  you. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Robert  Jefferies,  Chairperson 

Ken  Tebbetts,  Vice  Chair 

Bette  Hook,  Clerk 

Alex  Belida 

Sally  Benedict 

Roland  Pendlebury 

Jane  Hinckley 
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THE  PARKERVILLE  SCHOOLHOUSE  COMMITTEE 


The  Parkerville  Schoolhouse  Committee’s  main  focus  remains  a  Living  History  Program 
for  Westford  and  area  students  to  experience  a  typical  tum-of-the-century  day,  as  well  as  a 
meeting  place  for  local  organizations  and  private  functions. 

Among  this  year’s  major  projects  were  the  installation  of  underlayment  beneath  the  desks 
for  portability,  closet  painting  and  refurbishing,  full  appraisal  and  photographic 
documentation  of  furnishings,  installation  of  two  fire  extinguishers  and  a  First-Aid  Kit. 
Fencing  and  landscaping  are  priorities  this  spring. 

The  historical  collection  continues  to  grow.  An  archival  inventory  is  updated  annually. 
Additional  slates,  ink  wells,  dip  pens  and  desks  are  needed. 

A  town-wide  mailing  was  held  in  September  and  a  grant  was  received  from  the  Harpley 
Foundation.  As  a  Community  Service  project,  Westford  Academy  students  have  assisted 
with  computer  work  and  interior  painting. 

Board  members  Jennie  Johnson  and  June  Kennedy  coordinated  a  Living  History  Program 
for  local  scouts.  The  “Old  School  Days”  curriculum  was  offered  to  the  second  graders 
from  the  Town  of  Acton.  An  Open  House  at  the  Parkerville  one-room  schoolhouse 
launched  American  Education  Week  for  the  Westford  Schools. 

The  third  annual  alumni  “Back  to  School  Party”  was  held  in  October.  Baby  showers, 
meetings,  birthday,  Halloween  and  Christmas  parties  were  held  during  the  year.  A  local 
scout  troop  has  created  seasonal  decorations  for  the  schoolroom  and  windows. 

There  are  tables  and  chairs  to  accommodate  fifty  people.  Townspeople  are  invited  to  call 
the  Plaisteds  at  692-7294  to  reserve  the  building. 

The  meetings  of  the  Parkerville  Schoolhouse  Committee  &  Friends  are  held  at  the 
schoolhouse  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  7:30  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Roger  Plaisted,  President 
Mary  Jane  Plaisted 
Jennie  Johnson 
June  Kennedy 
Ellen  Short 
Bette  Hook 
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WESTFORD  RECYCLING  COMMISSION 


The  Commission  is  pleased  to  report  recycling  facts  and  figures  for 
the  town  of  Westford  for  1996.  Each  ton  of  recycled  goods  diverted  from 
the  waste-to-energy  incinerator  in  North  Andover  saved  $100  and 
assured  that  Westford  was  in  compliance  with  State  waste  bans. 


Revenue  for  our  recycled  paper  were  steady  at  $10  per  ton  during  1996.  Revenue 
collected  from  the  sale  of  our  recycled  news  and  mixed  paper  generated  income  for  the 
town  of  $  1 1 ,953.  Hauling  cost  increased  the  past  year  for  mixed  paper  as  well  as  glass, 
metal  and  plastic. 

Awards  and  Grants 

The  town  received  an  award  of  $  5,000  from  the  American  Forest  and  Paper  for  the  Best 
Recycling  Program  for  a  town  with  under  20,000  residents.  Commission  member  Ellen 
Harde  traveled  to  New  York  City  to  accept  the  reward  on  behalf  of  the  Town. 

Commission  Chair  Wendi  Foley  was  instrumental  in  getting  a  $6848  award  from  the 
State  working  through  the  Northeast  Solid  Waste  Committee.  The  award  money  was  used 
to  offset  the  costs  of  the  recycling  program. 

Site  Management 

Westford  Services  won  the  contract  to  operate  our  recycling  site  for  fiscal  year  1998.  This 
is  the  second  year  of  site  management  for  Westford  Services. 

Personnel  Changes 

At  the  October  10th  Commission  meeting,  Gayle  Wells  was  elected  Chairperson 
succeeding  Wendi  Foley.  Barbara  Carey,  member  since  1992,  left  the  Commission  this 
year.  We  are  hard  pressed  to  find  an  appropriate  way  to  thank  Barbara  for  all  she  gave  to 
make  recycling  work  in  Westford.  The  Town  Manager  appointed  elected  Ken  Teal  as  new 
member  in  November.  Bill  Beck  and  Joyce  Demers  have  joined  as  Associate  Members. 

Mixed  Paper  Collection 

Westford  volunteer  organizations  provide  the  people-power  needed  to  load  the  rolloff 
containers  with  residents'  mixed  paper  for  which  they  receive  $250  per  Saturday  worked. 
Commission  Chair  Gayle  Wells  coordinates  all  group  scheduling.  All  members  of  the 
Recycling  Commission  take  turns  monitoring  the  site  every  Saturday.  As  the  town  grows 
mixed  paper  collections  are  at  record  high  levels.  January  was  high  tonnage  month  for  the 
program  when  130  tons  of  mixed  paper  were  collected. 

Mixed  Paper  Recycling 

Payments  from  North  Shore  Recycled  Fibers  of  Salem  for  our  mixed  paper  remained  at  $ 
1 0  per  ton  for  the  entire  year.  Full  containers  of  mixed  paper  are  hauled  to  North  Shore's 
Haverhill  mill  at  a  typical  cost  to  Westford  of  $  155  per  haul.  This  figure  represents  an 
increase  from  $  135  per  haul. 

Total  mixed  paper  collected  in  1996:  1,348.12  tons 

55  Main  Street  Westford,  Massachusetts  01886 
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Glass,  Metal  and  Plastic  Recycling  (GMP) 

Our  GMP  was  collected  and  processed  the  past  year  by  BFI.  Full  containers  of  GMP 
are  hauled  to  BFI's  separating  operation  at  $  140  per  haul.  This  figure  represents  an 
increase  from  $  105  per  haul.  Other  than  aluminum,  no  revenue  is  collected  for  these 
commodities  at  this  time. 

Total  GMP  collected  in  1996:  405.76  tons 

Revenue  collected  from  recycled  aluminum  cans:  $  5,206 

Leaves  and  Grass  Clippings 

Westford  residents  take  their  yard  waste  to  Laughton's  Nursery,  31  Lowell  Road, 
Westford.  The  site  is  open  weekdays  year-round  and  also  Saturday  mornings  from 
September  to  June.  Laughtons  now  receives  $6,500  per  year  for  this  service  (up  from 
$  6,000  per  ton  in  1995). 

Estimated  total  quantity  (in  tons)  recycled  in  1995:  950  (@$6500/Year  =  $6.84  per  ton  ) 

Clothing  Recycling 

New  England  Clothes  Recycling  (NECR)  of  Chelmsford  continues  to  collect  old 
clothing,  textiles,  small  household  appliances,  used  toys,  and  other  items  at  the  Rte. 

110  site.  Items  can  be  dropped  off  during  hours  that  the  recycling  site  is  open. 

Estimated  total  quantity  (in  tons)  collected  in  1996:  45  Tons 

Waste  Motor  Oil 

The  Westford  Center  Fire  Station  continues  to  be  the  collection  depot  for  waste 
motor  oil  each  Saturday.  Residents  are  charged  a  disposal  fee  of  $1  per  gallon.  The 
collection  program  is  overseen  by  Fire  Department  personnel.  Beginning  this  year,  all 
oil  collected  is  used  by  the  Flighway  Department  as  fuel  for  heating  the  town  garage. 

Volume  of  waste  oil  collected:  744  gallons.  Total  income  received:  $  744 

Christmas  Trees 

In  January  1996,  residents  took  advantage  of  voluntary  Christmas  tree  recycling 
programs  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year.  The  Westford  Firefighters  Association 
participated  in  and  benefited  from  two  collection  programs:  picking  up  trees  from 
residents'  homes  on  two  Saturdays  in  January,  as  well  as  collecting  trees  dropped  off 
by  residents  at  the  Recycling  center  later  in  the  month  for  a  donation  of  $3  per  tree. 

The  trees  were  taken  to  the  Highway  Garage  for  chipping. 

Number  of  trees  collected  in  1996:  More  than  1000 

School  and  Municipal  Building  Recycling 

Our  contractor  Joe  Kinghorn  collects  paper,  glass,  metal,  and  plastics  from  Westford 
schools  and  municipal  buildings.  This  collection  replaces  the  service  that  was  formerly 
provided  under  the  terms  of  our  curbside  pickup  contract. 
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Battery  Collection 

Commission  member  Ann  Eno  collected  button  cell  batteries  from  the  various 
collection  points  in  Westford.  Button  cell  batteries  are  used  in  hearing  aids,  calculators, 
and  watches  and  contain  the  toxic  substance  mercury.  Batteries  are  brought  to 
NESWC  for  recycling.  A  pilot  program  to  recycle  rechargeable  ni-cad  batteries  was 
begun  by  Radio  Shack  at  Westford  Valley  Marketplace. 

Button  cell  batteries  collected  in  1996:  Two  pounds 

Public  Education 

a.  A  flyer  explaining  all  of  the  town's  recycling  programs  was  mailed  to  all  Westford 
households  in  June.  Printing  and  mailing  costs  for  the  flyer  were  paid  for  by  a  grant 
from  the  Mass.  Department  of  Environmental  Protection. 

b.  In  May  and  June,  Commission  members  Wendi  Foley,  Gayle  Wells,  and  Ann  Eno 
spoke  to  4th  graders  at  the  Abbot  and  Day  schools  on  the  subject  of  recycling.  Bill 
Stanwood  of  FACE  also  participated  in  this  program. 

Deposit  Cans  and  Bottles 

The  Westford  hockey  association  continues  to  collect  donated  5  cent  return  cans 
and  bottles.  The  Hockey  Association  pays  the  Town  $360  for  use  of  this  space. 


White  Goods 

White  goods  are  defined  as  stoves,  water  heaters,  washers,  dryers,  refrigerators,  air 
conditioners,  and  microwave  ovens,  which  are  prohibited  from  the  NESWC  incinerator 
by  a  State  DEP  ban.  A  disposal  fee  is  paid  directly  to  the  chosen  hauler  by  the 
homeowner. 


Hardcover  Books 

Hardcover  books  which  cannot  be  sold  by  Friends  of  the  Fletcher  Library  are  now 
collected  at  the  recycling  site  by  New  England  Clothes  Recycling.  No  revenue  was 
received  for  the  books  by  the  town. 

Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection 

The  bi-annual  collection  was  held  in  September  of  this  year  at  the  Blanchard 
School.  The  contractor  for  the  collection  was  Clean  Harbors.  Cost  per  car  for  the 
collection  was  $  32.  A  total  of  555  cars  were  served  (110  more  than  1994).  Residents 
donated  $  477  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  the  collection.  The  Commission  thanks  the 
volunteers  who  helped  move  cars  quickly  through  the  line. 

In  addition  to  hazardous  waste,  W.A.  Technologies  collected  computers  and 
peripherals  for  recycling. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Gayle  Wells,  Chair 
Wendi  Foley 

Richard  Barrett,  Highway  Superintendent,  ex-officio 
Ken  Teal 

Barbara  Carey  (resigned) 

Joyce  Demers,  Assoc.  Member 


Gerald  DiBello 
Ann  Eno 
Mike  Gustin 
Ellen  Harde 

Bill  Beck,  Assoc.  Member 
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WESTFORD  ARTS  COUNCIL 


The  Westford  Arts  council  (WAC)  is  responsible  for  inviting, 
reviewing  and  approving  grant  applications  from  area  artists  and 
arts  related  organizations.  Funds  available  for  the  grants  are 
allocated  to  WAC  by  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Commission.  The  WAC 
invites  all  residents  to  attend  meetings.  All  meeting  dates  are 
published  in  the  Westford  Eagle. 

In  1996  the  WAC  received  27  grant  applications  requesting  over 
$10,000.00.  The  WAC  approved  all  or  partial  funding  for  twenty 
(20)  applicants  awarding  a  total  of  $5,995.00  allocated  by  the 
state.  These  included: 

Westford  Academy 
Blanchard  Middle  School 
Nabnasset  School 
The  Cameron  Senior  Center 
Roudenbush  Community  Band 
J.  V.  Fletcher  Library 

’’The  Writers  Show"  featuring  local  authors  on  Westford  Cable  TV 
The  Westford  Chorus 
The  Westford  Museum 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geraldine  M.  Beck 
Kathy  Doucette 
Andrew  Kusmin 
Janet  Rice 
Eileen  Seamonds 
Jonnie  Walker-Rohs 
Cecile  Glendening 
Linda  Wilson 
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Telephone:  692-5518 
692-5519 


Town  of  Westford 

Finance  Department 
55  Main  Street 

Westford,  Massachusetts  01886 


Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Town  of  Westford 
Massachusetts  01886 


Honorable  Selectmen: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
the  Annual  Financial  Report  of  the  Town  Accountant  for  the  Town  of  Westford, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1996  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  data  represents  a  fair  and  accurate  presentation  of  all  material  aspects 
of  the  Town's  financial  position  and  results  of  its  operations.  Disclosures 
necessary  to  enable  the  reader  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  Town's 
financial  affairs  have  been  presented,  including  debt  issuance  and  servicing 
and  trust  and  agency  activity. 

The  report  is  based  on  information  recorded  using  the  Uniform  Municipal 
Accounting  System  (UMAS)  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Revenue. 
The  same  information  was  used  to  prepare  Schedule  A. 

An  audit  of  the  Town's  financial  records  by  Melanson,  Greenwood  and 
Company,  P.A.,  Certified  Public  Accountants  has  been  completed  and  the 
results  of  that  audit  are  available  in  my  office  for  public  inspection.  The  books 
of  the  Town  are  also  open  for  public  inspection  during  normal  business  hours. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 
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Frank  H.  Messer 
Finance  Director 


TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
ANALYSIS  OF  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 
FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1996 


DESCRIPTION 

ACTUAL 

F.Y.  1995 

ESTIMATED 

F.Y.  1996 

ACTUAL 

F.Y.  1996 

EXCESS  OR 
(DEFICIT) 

REAL  &  PERS  TAXES  (Net): 

19,683,313 

20,512,871 

20,372,847 

(140,024) 

STATE  CHERRY  SHEET: 

4,646,722 

4,948,725 

4,919,172 

(29,553) 

LOCAL  RECEIPTS: 

Payment  In  Lieu 

30,516 

29,500 

31,200 

1,700 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1,544,733 

1,500,000 

1,531,464 

31 ,464 

Other  Excise 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Penalty  &  Interest 

130,131 

100,000 

133,112 

33,112 

Fees 

170,864 

170,000 

281,813 

111,813 

Dept  Rev  -  Cemetery 

8,638 

8,600 

8,950 

350 

Dept  Rev  -  Other 

209,218 

81,907 

75,098 

(6,809) 

Licenses  &  Permits 

291,024 

290,000 

474,729 

184,729 

Special  Assessments 

24,499 

20,200 

40,869 

20,669 

Fines  &  Foreits 

22,771 

18,000 

28,238 

10,238 

Investment  Income 

106,092 

100,000 

264,331 

164,331 

Other  Non-Recurring 

113,453 

0 

0 

0 

Hotel/Motel  Excise 

161,452 

155,000 

166,964 

11,964 

TOTAL  LOCAL  RECEIPTS 

2,813,391 

2,473,207 

3,036,768 

563,561 

TOTAL  GENERAL  FUND 

27,143,426 

27,934,803 

28,328,787 

393,984 

WATER  FUND 

1,430,200 

1,200,000 

1,715,579 

515,579 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 

$28,573,626 

$29,134,803 

$30,044,366 

$909,563 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
REVENUE  SUMMARY 
FISCAL  YEAR  1996 

GENERAL  FUND  REVENUE  (FUND  0100) 


Taxes  (Net  of  Refunds) 

Real  Estate  1996  19,840,456 

Real  Estate  1995  136,156 

Real  Estate  1994  (27,925) 

Real  Estate  Prior  Years  (38,479) 


Total  Real  Estate 

Personal  Property  1996  444,566 

Personal  Property  1995  473 

Personal  Property  1994  4,025 

Personal  Property  Prior  Years  13,575 


Total  Personal  Property 

Other  Taxes  -  Hotel/Motel  Excise 
In  Lieu  Of  Taxes 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1 996  1 ,255,605 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1 995  262, 1 56 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  1 994  8,133 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Prior  Years  5,570 


Total  Motor  Vehicle 


Total  Taxes 


Penalties  &  Interest 

Real  &  Personal  Property  126,081 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  7,031 


Total  Penalties  &  Interest 


Charges  For  Services 

Fees  -  Cable  Franchise  2,450 

Fees  -  Dog  Officer  6,820 

Fees  -  Cholesterol  Screening  167 

Fees  -  Conservation  928 

Fees  -  Planning  Board  154,068 

Fees  -  Maps  &  Data  132 

Fees  -  Lien  Certificates  26,679 

Fees  -  Registry  M.V.  61,125 

Fees  -  T own  Clerk  1 1 ,235 

Fees  -  Tax  Redemption  Charges  2,368 

Fees  -  Demands  15,841 


Total  Fees 


19,910,208 


462,639 

166,964 

31,200 


1,531,464 

22,102,475 


133,112 


281,813 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
REVENUE  SUMMARY 
FISCAL  YEAR  1996 


Departmental  Revenue 

Departmental  -  School 

21,956 

Departmental  -  Cemetery 

8,950 

Departmental  -  Police 

23,104 

Departmental  -  Fire 

325 

Departmental  -  Restitution  to  Town 

27,492 

Departmental  -  Other 

2,221 

Total  Departmental 

Total  Charges  For  Service 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Auctioneer  License 

60 

Common  Victuals  License 

660 

Alcohol  Beverage  License 

46,628 

Class  II  License 

500 

One  Day  License 

360 

Sunday  Entertn  License 

85 

Video  License 

980 

Total  Licenses 

Place  of  Assembly 

783 

Gas  Storage  Permits 

540 

Police  Firearm  Permits 

725 

Fire  Smoke  Detector 

2,850 

Fire  Alarm 

2,120 

Oil  Burner  Install 

300 

Blasting 

550 

Sprinklers 

240 

Plumbing  Permits 

19,730 

Building  Permits 

219,181 

Gas  Permits 

15,505 

Wiring  Permits 

32,720 

Other  Building  Permits 

800 

Other  B.O.H.  Permits 

12,387 

Lot  Testing  Permits 

117,025 

Total  Permits 

Total  Licenses  &  Fees 

Revenue  from  State  -  Cherry  Sheet 

Abatements  to  ElderlyA/ets/Spouse 

29,347 

Veterans'  Benefits 

7,936 

Additional  Assistance 

1,126,887 

Chap  70  School  Aid 

1,918,527 

Lottery,  Beano  &  Charity 

769,586 

Tuition  State  Ward 

19,057 

84,048 

365,861 


49,273 


425,456 

474,729 
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TOWN  OF  WESTFORD 
REVENUE  SUMMARY 
FISCAL  YEAR  1996 


Revenue  from  State  -  Cherry  Sheet  Con’t 

Highway  Funds  106,178 

Pupil  Transportation  182,075 

School  Construction  759,579 


Total  State  Cherry  Sheet 


4,919,172 


Fines  &  Forfeitures 


District  Court 

22,978 

Parking  Fines 

3,760 

Other 

1,500 

Total  Fines  &  Forfeiture 

Special  Assessments 

Added  To  Tax  1996 

32,566 

Committed  Interest  1996 

8,303 

Unapportioned 

0 

Total  Special  Assessments 

Investment  Income 

Interest  of  Investments 

161,135 

Interest  Escrow 

4,623 

Interest  on  Savings 

5,309 

Interest  Tax  Titles 

91,834 

Interest  Cem  Sale  of  Lots 

1,430 

28,238 


40,869 


Total  Investment  Income 


264,331 


TOTAL  GENERAL  FUND  REVENUES 


$28,328,787 
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MARRIAGES 

Recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk  - 1996 


DATE 

NAME 

BIRTHDATE 

RESIDENCE 

03-16-96 

Ackerman,  Garret  G. 
McLaughlin,  Janine  M. 

07-18-64 

04-27-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

10-19-96 

Adams,  Michael  F. 

Maugel,  Pamela  W. 

07-16-56 

05-08-54 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-20-96 

Adkins,  Gerlad  N. 

Arruda,  Theresa  M. 

04-06-63 

02-03-66 

Ayer,  MA 

Ayer,  MA 

10-13-96 

Adrignolo,  Anthony  J.  Ill 
Schine,  Amy  B. 

07-06-67 

12-26-58 

Waltham,  MA 
Waltham,  MA 

1 0-26-96 

Ailing,  Robert  K. 
Manalang,  Irene  R. 

01-30-59 

06-29-73 

Alfred,  ME 
Alfred,  ME 

09-26-96 

Bacon,  Gregory  N.,  Jr. 
Casey,  Charissa  S. 

05-13-70 

04-07-72 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-21-96 

Battle,  Michael  T. 

Theide,  Sherry  Ann 

10- 25-68 

11- 01-67 

Pepperell,  MA 
Pepperell,  MA 

1 1  -03-96 

Beek,  Brian  R. 

Roy,  Celeste  M. 

04-30-67 

07-29-67 

Dracut,  MA 
Pepperell,  MA 

10-13-96 

Begley,  Gerald  J. 

Wilkie,  Kelli  J. 

02-16-68 

10-17-68 

Lowell,  MA 
Lowell,  MA 

08-10-96 

Bell,  Wayne  A. 

James,  Kate  T. 

03-31-72 

05-12-75 

Tyngsboro,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-06-96 

Bird,  Richard  M. 

Fellini,  Carrie  A. 

02-17-56 

04-12-60 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

08-03-96 

Bohenko,  Mark  T. 
Thorburn,  Kimberly  A. 

09-18-67 

10-08-69 

Westford,  MA 
Nashua,  NH 

10-25-96 

Capaldo,  Stephen  C. 
Munroe,  Marilyn  Norma 

10-29-55 

10-31-62 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

240 


MARRIAGES -1996 


DATE 

NAME 

BIRTHDATE 

RESIDENCE 

05-26-96 

Clute,  James  W. 

Latch,  Sharon  L. 

05-12-72 

11-05-72 

Ballston  Lake,  N 
Ballston  Lake,  N 

10-19-96 

Coffin,  Neil  T. 

Wickens,  Della  E. 

02-08-49 

10-26-49 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-15-96 

Colasanto,  Michael  P. 
Mazur,  Christina  M. 

04-21-73 

09-06-68 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-15-96 

Corey,  Edwin  J. 
Jungbluth,  Donna 

07-26-67 

03-31-66 

Annapolis,  MD 
Annapolis,  MD 

07-27-96 

Corr,  Dana  P. 

Leger,  Bernice  M. 

04-08-63 

04-16-64 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-01-96 

Cresta,  Giovanni 

Drew,  Deborah  Ann 

06-01-96 

07-05-73 

E.  Hampstead,  N 
E.  Hampstead,  N 

05-03-96 

Cullen,  William  E. 

West,  Denise  M. 

09-23-67 

03-07-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westwood,  MA 

12-14-96 

Davidson,  Douglas  A. 
Huff,  Michelle  L. 

6-30-55 

09-06-67 

Tyngsboro,  MA 
Tyngsboro,  MA 

03-09-96 

Day,  Joseph  E. 

Loveless,  Rebecca  J. 

11-15-66 

05-10-70 

Westford,  MA 
Groton,  MA 

08-17-96 

DeGregorio,  James  D. 
Barbour,  Meredith  L. 

07-29-62 

12-26-62 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

04-20-96 

DeMarco,  Dante  J. 

Pude,  Krista  L. 

02-11-67 

12-21-70 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

11-02-96 

DeVincentis,  Thomas  J. 
Poirier,  Theresa  A. 

10-07-72 

02-26-71 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

03-30-96 

Dodge,  Christopher  H. 
Raskin,  Kim  S. 

01-28-67 

11-10-67 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-22-96 

Drahusz,  Daniel  V. 
Lemieux,  Stacey  M. 

10-12-71 

01-21-72 

Tampa,  FL 
Westford,  MA 
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DATE  NAME 

10-05-96 

Driscoll,  James  P. 
King,  Jodie  L. 

12-31-96 

Feliciano,  Elvin 
Eracleo,  Cristina  M. 

07-20-96 

Ferrick,  Stephen  J. 
Crisafulli,  Margaret 

09-14-96 

Flory,  Delmont  J. 
Woznac,  Tracy  A. 

09-28-96 

Forgues,  Todd  E. 
Brien,  Jodi  L. 

03-16-96 

Frizzell,  Eric  R. 
Arciero,  Susan  M. 

12-28-96 

Fuller,  Jeffrey  M. 
Cullinane,  Paula  M. 

08-17-96 

Gove,  Edward  1. 
Sanford,  Anne  Marie 

07-28-96 

Greenberg,  Edwin  S. 
Catanese,  Celeste  M. 

08-10-96 

Greene,  Anthony  D. 
Befumo,  Kelly  A. 

06-14-96 

Gulliver,  John  A.,  Jr. 
Enwright,  Patricia  A. 

10-05-96 

Hakala,  Mark  Allen 
Grant,  Lauren  Anne 

09-21-96 

Haley,  Keenan  David 
McKelvie,  Tracy  Jean 

10-13-96 

Jordan,  Scott  R. 
Erickson,  Heather  M. 

BIRTHDATE 

RESIDENCE 

02-27-65 

09-06-69 

Ayer,  MA 

Ayer,  MA 

08-11-75 

1 2-02-76 

Lowell,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

12-04-70 

05-09-69 

Bradford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

03-27-58 

01-14-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

03-06-63 

11-28-69 

Fitchburg,  MA 
Fitchburg,  MA 

01-17-72 

03-01-71 

Little  Compton, 
Westford,  MA 

11-08-55 

04-15-58 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

08-17-63 

04-20-65 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

11-30-56 

07-20-65 

Westford,  MA 
Harvard,  MA 

09-12-61 

04-14-71 

Elon,  NC 

Elon,  NC 

09-06-72 

04-06-71 

Melrose,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-16-68 

01-04-69 

No.  Berwick,  ME 
No.  Berwick,  ME 

02-13-65 

12-17-69 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

04-20-73 

10-27-73 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 
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DATE 

NAME 

BIRTHDATE 

RESIDENCE 

06-02-96 

Kirkpatrick,  Devin  B. 
Crowley,  Jeri-Lyn 

03-01-65 

03-16-72 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-06-96 

Klass,  Richard  L. 

Leggat,  Elizabeth  F. 

11-06-40 

08-04-48 

Washington,  DC 
Washington,  DC 

06-22-96 

Kourtis.Alex 

Thompson,  Felicia  L. 

09-30-61 

05-24-64 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-05-96 

Kurhajetz,  Christopher  D. 
Barnett,  Stacey  A. 

06-11-71 

01-21-70 

Minneapolis,  MN 
Minneapolis,  MN 

09-14-96 

Lenox,  Richard  P.,  Jr. 
Hudak,  Brenda  Ann 

07-21-71 

12-17-70 

Chelmsford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-30-96 

Lunetta,  Robert  B. 

Russo,  Athena  D. 

08-23-56 

02-09-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-14-96 

Lynch,  William  S.  Ill 
Sickler,  Susan  L. 

01-30-64 

03-30-65 

Lunenburg,  MA 
Lunenburg,  MA 

02-29-96 

McAvinew,  James  E.,  Jr. 
Connor,  Judith  A. 

06-25-46 

01-29-50 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-14-96 

McGarigle,  John  J. 

Ruck,  Cheryl  A. 

07-18-65 

05-11-70 

Littleton,  MA 
Medford,  MA 

12-29-96 

McCusker,  Robert  M. 
Sheridan,  Mary  E. 

10-02-62 

08-12-64 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

08-17-96 

McGrath,  Frank  R. 

Ameen,  Lori  Jean 

04-04-69 

01-13-70 

Townsent,  MA 
Townsend,  MA 

08-31-96 

Monaghan,  Scott  E. 
Lacombe,  Robin  L. 

04-03-71 

02-04-71 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-13-96 

Nappi,  Steven  R. 
Guillemette,  Hope  M. 

06-02-69 

08-21-72 

Westford,  MA 
Lowell,  MA 

10-05-96 

Payne,  David  W.  II 
DiPietro,  Catherine  M. 

11-03-71 

04-18-72 

Haverhill,  MA 
Haverhill,  MA 
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DATE 

NAME 

BIRTH DATE 

RESIDENCE 

1 0-05-96 

Perez,  Eduardo  Hector 
Griegel,  Jane 

01-19-61 

07-12-52 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

06-08-9 6 

Peterson,  Eric  C. 
LaRoche,  Judy  A. 

03-25-67 

10-16-70 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

02-17-96 

Popson,  Glenn  R. 

Gill,  Nancy  E. 

01-19-71 

02-02-71 

Fairfax,  VA 
Fairfax,  VA 

12-28-96 

Rentz,  Jeffrey  J. 

Craib,  Alison  M. 

03-06-72 

08-19-72 

Charlottesville,  V 
Charlottesville,  V 

08-10-96 

Rey,  Stephen  D. 

Smith,  Roberta  M. 

04-24-62 

02-19-69 

Acton,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

11-02-96 

Ryder,  Bruce  J. 

O'Clair,  Kimberley  A. 

07-21-54 

03-03-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-27-96 

Schneider,  Greig  T. 

Daly,  Kristen  L. 

04-09-63 

06-09-67 

Ridgewood,  NJ 
Ridgewood,  NJ 

08-17-96 

Sepe,  Matthew  A. 

Towne,  Alicia 

03-01-68 

07-22-70 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

07-28-96 

Sergi,  Joseph  A. 
Thibodeau,  Patricia  A. 

11-04-64 

07-01-68 

Waltham,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

10-12-96 

Shea,  Christopher  R. 
Denk,  Erika 

09-15-74 

02-1-69 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-21-96 

Sherry,  Edward  C.  Ill 
Othmer,  Elizabeth  M. 

03-04-65 

12-27-66 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

08-03-96 

Spears,  Warren  O. 
Fiester,  Roberta  1. 

05-31-66 

12-26-60 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-01-96 

Thomas,  Matthew  A. 
Blane,  Kristine  A. 

05-11-67 

03-21-71 

Nashua,  NH 
Nashua,  NH 

06-15-96 

Uber,  Gerald  P. 

McMakin,  TerriLee 

07-30-65 

02-09-65 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 
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DATE  NAME 

BIRTHDATE 

RESIDENCE 

09-07-96 

Vachon,  Mark  E. 

Smith,  Tracy  L. 

11-13-69 

02-04-68 

Westford,  MA 
Arlington,  MA 

07-13-96 

Van  Leuvan,  Peter  W. 
Tillman,  Aimee  L. 

12-22-72 

03-16-73 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-29-96 

Veno,  Raymond  J. 

Szabo,  Veronika  I.F. 

09-17-50 

09-09-61 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-07-96 

Vincent,  John  M. 
Kloppenburg,  Lisa  A. 

01-16-67 

03-13-67 

Chelmsford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

09-07-96 

Vocell,  Edward  G. 
Anecone,  Kimberly  A. 

02-07-63 

06-30-70 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

05-04-96 

Walsh,  James  M. 

Duggan,  Cheryl  A. 

09-21-63 

11-17-64 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

01-13-96 

Weaver,  Thomas  J.  M. 
Bergamini,  Deborah  L. 

07-30-52 

10-19-52 

Nashua,  NH 
Westford,  MA 

08-17-96 

Welch,  David  M. 

Beliveau,  Debra  M. 

06-13-58 

07-03-62 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

05-15-96 

Whitney,  Dean  A. 

Allard,  Doris 

03-20-70 

10-31-53 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

08-16-96 

Woodward,  Robert  T. 
Whitcomb,  Anna  M. 

10- 20-67 

11- 25-65 

Westford,  MA 
Westford,  MA 

Total  Marriages  Recorded  1996:  80 
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DATE 

07-31-96 

01-08-96 

03-29-96 

11-26-96 

09-29-96 

09-01-96 

11-10-96 

06-28-96 

05-18-96 

09-26-96 

04-03-96 

11-15-96 

06-16-96 

05-02-96 

01-04-96 

07-16-96 

11- 26-96 

12- 16-96 
08-22-96 
05-20-96 
06-17-96 
10-02-96 
08-02-96 
04-22-96 
10-16-96 
05-15-96 
09-07-96 
08-25-96 
05-28-96 

10- 19-96 
01-13-96 

11- 29-96 
09-10-96 
04-19-96 
06-07-96 
04-12-96 
09-23-96 
06-06-96 
06-06-96 


BIRTHS 

(Recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk  -  1996) 


NAME 

Abbott,  Emily  Anneliese 
Adams  ,  Ryan  John 
Allen,  Dylan  McGuerty 
Anderson,  Kelsey  Erin 
Andrade,  Travis  Raymond 
Archangelo,  Ashley  Marie 
Auger,  Cameron  John 
Auger,  Erin  Ashley 
Baird,  Aidan  Thomas 
Baker,  Jilliam  Taylor 
Bamonte,  Marissa  Leigh 
Barrett,  James  Patrick,  Jr. 
Barrowman,  Sophie  Rhys  Bair 
Basinas,  Margaret  Eileen 
Beattie,  Jennifer  Rose 
Bedard,  Lindsay  Leigh 
Bennett,  MacKenzie  Rose 
Benoit,  Jaclyn  Lucette 
Berner,  Jillian  Mary 
Black,  Austin  James 
Bodi,  Daniel  Francis 
Bohenko,  Jacob  John 
Boyle,  Douglas  Arthur 
Breen,  Timothy  William 
Brennan,  Matthew  James 
Brinkerhoff,  Craig  Byron 
Buchanan,  Jonathan  Harold 
Bunyon,  Matthew  Thomas 
Burket,  Deidre  Feich 
Burrill,  Michael  Joseph 
Cajolet,  Peter  Alan 
Calder,  Christopher  Brian 
Caldwell,  Sabrina  Morin 
Callahan,  Emily  Ann 
Calow,  Samantha  Anne 
Cassidy,  Caryssa  Denise 
Cassidy,  Jack  William 
Caviston,  Christina  Marie 
Caviston,  Patrick  Ryan 


MOTHER 

Michelle  J.  (Dzierzeski) 
Patrica  A.  (Shannon) 
Lynda  (McGuerty) 

Jamie  (Carlson) 

Lorraine  J.  (Ricard) 

Alana  H.  (Bard) 

Judith  Ann  (Ivory) 

Debra  A.  (Auger) 

Carolyn  D.  (Siemer) 
Tamera  L.  (Sheehan) 

Lisa  A.  (Lageman) 

Eileen  T.  (Chaffee) 
Stephanie  R.  Baird 
Karen  (Harrington) 

Kelly  P.  (O'Neill) 

Linda  (Kellogg) 

Margaret  A.  (Mone) 

Linda  M.  (Lamy) 

Mary  (Hagerty) 

Sheila  A.  (Lelievre) 
Elizabeth  E.  (Gomez) 
Christine  M.  (Scalia) 
Jacqueline  A.  (MacMullan) 
Donna  E.  (Hudson) 
Stephanie  L.  (James) 

Mary  Celia  (Courtney) 
Debra  A.  (Desrosiers) 
Linda  J.  (Colangelo) 
Collenn  A.  (Connelly) 
Susan  M.  (McGowan) 
Andrea  (Bergquist) 
Elizabeth  A.  (Menzie) 
Renee  (Morin) 

Elizabeth  (Zraket) 

Rachel  J.  (Diamond) 

Caryn  D.  (Burl) 

Tammy  L.  (newell) 

Beth  M.  (Tedeschi) 

Beth  M.  (Tedeschi) 


FATHER 

Mark  A.  Abbott 
Kent  M.  Adams 
Robert  J.  Allen 
Andrew  G.  Anderson 
Robert  A.  Andrade 
Joseph  A.  Archangelo 
John  E.  Auger 
Brian  J.  Auger 
John  P.  Baird 
Timothy  W.  Baker 
Jeffrey  C.  Bamonte 
James  P.  Barrett 
Graham  M. Barrowman 
William  N.  Basinas 
Mark  E.  Beattie 
Kevin  J.  Bedard 
Daniel  C.  Bennett 
Arthur  F. Benoit,  Jr. 
Arthur  J.  Berner 
John  L.  Black 
John  F.  Bodi 
Gregory  Bohenko 
Michael  E.  Boyle 
Richard  H.  Breen,  Jr. 
Walter  J.  Brennan 
James  W.  Brinkerhoff 
Harold  S.  Buchanan 
Jeffrey  T.  Bunyon 
Alan  R.  Burket 
Mark  L.  Burrill 
Marc  E.  Cajolet 
Brian  Calder 
Jeffrey  A.  Caldwell 
John  D.  Callahan 
Jeff  T.  Calow 
Donald  E.  Cassidy 
John  A.  Cassidy 
Kevin  A.  Caviston 
Kevin  A.  Caviston 
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BIRTHS  -  1996 

DATE  NAME  MOTHER 


01-22-96 

07-08-96 

05-28-96 

10-29-96 

07-15-96 

04-22-96 

10-12-96 

10-08-96 

04-03-96 

05-02-96 

02-18-96 

01-31-96 

10- 28-96 
03-25-96 

11- 07-96 
04-27-96 
06-14-96 

12- 05-96 
10-01-96 
04-16-96 
06-24-96 

10- 27-96 

11- 18-96 
07-17-96 
07-30-96 
05-21-96 
05-10-96 
07-11-96 
02-02-96 
11-15-96 
09-23-96 
04-22-96 

10- 04-96 
08-25-96 
07-03-96 
05-20-96 
04-07-96 

11- 04-96 

12- 15-96 
03-29-96 

11- 15-96 
05-24-96 

12- 11-96 


Champa,  Kaylee  April 
Chateauneuf,  Emily  Marie 
Clark,  Alexandra  Kaylen 
Cohan,  Carly  Russo 
Cohen,  Julie  Elizabeth 
Collins,  Anna  Marie 
Cooper,  Anne  Cameron 
Cornelius,  Daniel  Bernard 
Cummings,  Neal  Thomas 
Curley,  Emma  Madison 
Dardinski,  Alexander  William 
Davis,  Lauren  May 
Day,  Shannon  Elizabeth 
Dean,  Amber  Charlene 
DeLoia,  Rachel  Arleen 
Deren,  Patrick  Liam 
Desrocher,  Erin  Regan 
Desrochers,  Allan  Michael 
Devereaux,  John  William 
Djuric,  Allyson  Kathleen 
Doherty,  Carli  Elizabeth 
Donnelly,  Daniel  Michael  Neil 
Doucette,  Amy  Elisabeth 
Downing,  Harrison  Michael 
Drapeau,  Jay  Fred 
Dubinski,  Joseph  John 
Dugan,  Matthew  Sean 
Dunn,  Andrew  Eaton 
Dutton,  Kyle  Charles 
Eckles,  Riley  MacAllister 
Ekberg,  Erik  Andrew 
Ellis,  Christian  Charles 
Elrick,  Jacqueline  Kay 
Errera,  Michael  John 
Ferrini,  Dino  Vincent 
Fiore,  Court  Anthony 
Fischetti,  Matthew  Martin 
Freud,  Connor  Phillips 
Friedlander,  Bryson  Josef 
Fruzzetti,  Rachel  Tess 
Furness,  Nathan  Louis 
Garvin,  Alexandra  Therese 
Gavin,  Jennifer  Grace 


April  T.  (Davis) 

Anne  Marie  (LaRoche) 
Rhonda  E.  Starkey 
BethA.  Russo 
Susan  J.  (Rubeski) 

Mary  M. (Carmichael) 
Patricia  (Andrews) 
Barbara  (Wiese) 

Mary  Agnes  (O'Neil) 
Gina  Marie  (Gosselin) 
Maureen  P.  (Doherty) 
Ellen  M.  (Fratkin) 

Molly  S.  (Babcock) 
Stephanie  (Alexopoulos) 
Sharon  A.  (Steeves) 
Patricia  M.  (Forbes) 
Patricia  A.  (Fallon) 
Audrey  L.  (Rosenberg) 
Kelly  A.  (Coutu) 

Kristine  M.  (Turner) 
Leslie  J.  (Hickey) 

Maria  C.  (Santaniello) 
Barbara  (Stone) 

Annette  M.  (Ferry) 
Cynthia  R.  (Batchelor) 
Dwyn  (Byrne) 

Karen  A.  (Anderson) 
Pamela  E.  (Eaton) 
Donna  M.  (Goolishian) 
Julie  K.  (Rogowski) 
Maryann  (Knight) 

Joan  M.  Eilers 
Jane  K.  (Cigic) 

Joyce  T.  (Melilli) 

Karla  B.  (Mann) 

Anna  K.  (Kawecki) 

Paula  F.  (McDonald) 
Cynthia  (Phillips) 

Helene  M.  (Fitch) 
Rhonda  A.  (Fields) 
Christine  A.  ((DuBosky) 
Phebe  A.  (Liu) 

Janet  L.  (Harris) 


FATHER 

James  V.  Champa 
Marc  M.  Chateauneuf 
Raymond  Clark 
William  M.  Cohan,  Jr. 
Robert  M.  Cohen 
Arthur  W.  Collins,  Jr. 
Mark  B.  Cooper 
John  M.  Cornelius 
Paul  T.  Cummings 
James  M.  Curley 
Steven  W.  Dardinski 
Laurence  S.  Davis 
Keith  F.  Day 
Carl  S.  Dean 
John  A.  DeLoia 
Timothy  E. Deren 
Richard  L.  Desrocher 
Mark  J.  Desrochers 
Mark  J.  Devereaux 
Ronnie  Djuric 
Jonathan  D. Doherty 
Joseph  T.  Donnelly 
David  A.  Doucette 
Michael  P.  Downing 
Norman  E.  Drapeau,  Jr. 
Kenneth  P.  Dubinski 
John  D.  Dugan 
Dennis  B.  Dunn 
Charles  R.  Dutton 
Timothy  T.  Eckles 
Eric  J.  Ekberg 
Jeffrey  C.  Ellis 
Kevin  A.  Elrick 
Michael  E.  Errera 
Dina  A.  Ferrini 
Timothy  J.  Fiore 
Joseph  Fischetti,  Jr. 
Paul  J.  Freud,  Jr. 
Richard  R.  Friedlander 
Randall  S.  Fruzzetti 
Robert  H.  Furness 
Stephen  J.  Garvin 
Scott  A.Gavin 


247 


DATE 

12-01-96 

08-12-96 

03-27-96 

06-21-96 

03-02-96 

08-05-96 

05-29-96 

11- 07-96 
04-25-96 
01-05-96 
03-09-96 
06-28-96 
09-11-96 

12- 17-96 
11-25-96 
07-22-96 
09-05-96 
03-14-96 
01-10-96 

11- 09-96 
05-31-96 

12- 10-96 
09-24-96 
09-24-96 
07-18-96 

10- 31-96 
05-31-96 
08-14-96 
09-09-96 
03-11-96 

11- 22-96 
03-8-96 
05-22-96 
08-20-96 
07-04-96 
10-02-96 
01-25-96 
09-13-96 
07-28-96 
07-10-96 
04-12-96 
01-03-96 


NAME 

Geannopoulos,  Zoe  Frances 
Gee,  Mark  Robert 
Geis,  Evan  Michael 
Gill,  Jacob  Jeffrey 
Glidden,  Caitlyn  Rose 
Gluck,  Allison  Elizabeth 
Goodwin,  Graham  Everett 
Gordon,  Gabriella  Madelyn 
Gorham,  Matthew  Thomas 
Gouveia,  Julia  Katelyn 
Gove,  Trevor  William 
Graceffa,  Brett  Kristina 
Greenwood,  Thomas  Avery 
Gregg,  Olivia  Frances 
Griffiths,  Matthew  Connor 
Hackley,  Hannah  Marie 
Hanly,  Conor  David 
Hansis,  Maitlin  Emma 
Haque,  Sabina  Jehan 
Harrington,  Wesley  Marshall 
Harris,  Andrea  Rose 
Harris,  Shannon  Elizabeth 
Haughton,  Madeline  Anne 
Haughton,  Samantha  Helen 
Hayes,  Dillon  Thomas 
Heiman,  Evan  House 
Hemingway,  Jeremy  Joseph 
Hernandez,  Julia  Kathryn 
Hillard,  Heather  Marie 
Holmes,  Olivia  Lynn 
Howard,  Suzanne  Bernice 
Hughes,  Kathryn  Claire 
Hurley,  Peter  James 
Imbriaco,  Christopher  Louis 
Jacobson,  Samuel  Lawrence 
Jani,  Eashan  Arun 
Johnson,  Glynn  Nelson 
Joncas,  Jacklyn  Elyse 
Jurewicz,  Brandon  Joseph 
Katz,  Lauren  Elizabeth 
Keane,  Jennifer  Lee 
Keefe,  Kevin  James 


MOTHER 

Tanya  L.  Dawkins 
Cindy  L.  (White) 

Maria  (Eleftheriou) 

Joanne  (Meyers) 

Kerry  A.  (Bolger) 

Hermoine  E.  (Ritchie) 
Margaret  J.  Trimarchi 
Lisa  M.  (Colageo) 

Jeanne  (Walz) 

Ruth  A.  (Snyder) 

Kelly  C.  (Hanson) 

Sharyn  C.  (Sundberg) 
Catherine  A.  (Nestor) 

Gail  M.  (Bochenko) 

Anne  E.  (Monahan) 

Donna  M.  (Czerniakowski) 
Susan  M. (Evans) 

Amy  K.  (Volger) 

Irum  (Malik) 

Deborah  A.  (Doo) 

Sharon  A.  Giggey 
Karen  M.  (Mockler) 
Jennifer  (Bartels) 

Jennifer  (Bartels) 

Eileen  P.  (McGowan) 
Theresa  L.  House 
Christina  (Sica) 

Kristin  M.  (Hall) 

Christina  E.  (Desmarais) 
Lynn  E.  (Desrochers) 
Sarah  J.  (Townsend) 

Terri  J.  (Wilcox) 

Judith  E.  (Belmonte) 
Andrea  C.  (L'Heureux) 
Julie  (Palmeri) 

Elizabeth  A.  (Zollo) 

Kim  L.  (Maddi) 

Marea  E.  (Crocker) 

Maria  L.  (Silva) 

Susan  J.  (Calandrella) 
Phyllis  (Tang) 

Kimberly  A.  (Kelly) 


FATHER 

Byron  P.  Geannopoulos 
Michael  D.  Gee 
Jeffrey  M.  Geis 
Jeffrey  N.  Gill 
Daniel  J.  Glidden 
William  C.  Gluck 
Stephen  E.  Goodwin 
Keith  B.  Gordon 
John  A.  Gorham 
Daniel  K.  Gouveia 
William  A.  Gove 
Michael  J.  Graceffa 
Carlton  A.  Greenwood 
Richard  E.  Gregg 
John  H.  Griffiths 
Stephen  L.  Hackley 
Kenneth  Hanly 
James  M.  Hansis 
Sheikh  I.  Haque 
David  M.  Harrington 
Gregg  A.  Harris 
Richard  G.  Harris 
John  F.  Haughton 
John  F.  Haughton 
Douglas  A.  Hayes 
Mark  A.  Heiman 
Peter  J.  Hemmingway 
Robert  L.  Hernandez 
Ronald  L.  Hillard 
Robert  A.  Holmes 
Lincoln  C.  Howard 
Christopher  P.  Hughes 
Paul  J.  Hurley 
Anthony  V.  Imbriaco 
Matthew  D.  Jacobson 
Arun  Jani,  Sr. 

Gregory  R.  Johnson 
James  M.  Joncas 
Paul  A.  Jurewicaz 
Michael  Katz 
Richard  E.  Keane 
Gerald  M.  Keefe,  Jr. 
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BIRTHS  - 
DATE 

03-30-96 

08-06-96 

08-17-96 

11- 11-96 
09-14-96 
0-4-15-96 
03-22-96 

12- 31-96 
09-21-96 
02-12-96 
04-29-96 
04-02-96 
08-28-96 
08-12-96 
08-22-96 
07-31-96 
08-12-96 

11- 20-96 
05-10-96 

10- 25-96 

12- 23-96 
01-10-96 
06-16-96 
04-04-96 
04-04-96 
02-20-96 
04-25-96 
06-17-96 
05-05-96 
01-13-96 
02-07-96 
03-22-96 
06-17-96 
04-07-96 
08-04-96 
03-05-96 

11- 06-96 

12- 11-96 
06-28-96 
02-01-96 
03-12-96 
10-26-96 
01-15-96 
06-23-96 


1996 

NAME  MOTHER  FATHER 


Keenan,  Jaime  Marie 
Kelley,  Bradford  Dean 
Kendall,  Patrick  Callahan 
Kerwin,  Emma  Marie 
Kimball,  Bradley  James 
Kingston,  Emily  Anne 
Klinka,  Jenna  Lynn 
Ko,  Jonathan  Jeffrey 
Kruft,  Hannah  Smith 
Kruger,  Kyra  Jean 
Kumar,  Amandita 
Lamb,  Ethan  Allen  Starbird 
Langell,  Melyssa  Renee 
Larsen,  James  Charles 
Lauzon,  Ryan  Joseph 
Lawson,  Kathryn  Taylor 
LeBlanc,  Andrew  Lyons 
Leeber,  James  Thomas, Jr. 
Lee,  Yvonne  Wingting 
Lehman,  Emily  Yvonne 
Lemaine,  Rylan  Roger 
Lemieux,  Thomas  Paul 
Li,  Ting-Wei  Alison 
Lombardi,  Jacob  Jingren 
Lombardi,  Jarrett  Jinghan 
Lynch,  Nicholas  Milton  Mauric 
MacDonald,  Lindsay  Christina 
MacKay,  Adam  Jonathan 
MacLure,  Angela  Catherine 
Macomber,  Bryce  Walker 
Mains,  Sydney  Robin 
Manganais,  Thomas  Stewart 
Martini,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Matteau,  Dennis  Richard,  Jr. 
Matthews,  Rory  Jordan 
Mattila,  Erica  Ruth 
Mattson,  Brittney  Ann 
Maybury,  Nicholas  Joseph 
McAlister,  Georgia  Faith 
McAuliffe,  Kaitlyn  Esther 
McCarthy,  Mary  Constance 
McCord,  Eric  Stanton 
McCrossan,  Andrew  Flynn 
McElhiney,  Shawn  Patrick 


Penny  P.  (Milot) 

Daphne  (Marsden) 

Nacy  (Callahan) 

Clare  J.  (Black) 

Lucia  M.  (Kimball) 
Patricia  A.  (Tisdale) 
Vicki  J.  (Arsenault) 
Yenchen  Chen 
Jamie  (Dunn) 

Johanna  K.  (Lennarson) 
Mitali  (Sinhha) 

Sheila  M.  (Ludden) 
Karen  A.  (Langlois) 
Laurie  A.  (Rowan) 
Andrea  J.  (Brown) 
Sandra  L.  (Brown) 

Claire  (Stanford) 
Dorothy  M.  (Fenton) 
Man  Yee  (Hong) 

Mary  E.  (Hamel) 

Patricia  A.  (Bell) 

Leah  E.  (Burnham) 
Shiang-Ru  Chen 
Jasmine  B.  (Tan) 
Jasmine  B.  (Tan) 

Carla  (Adams) 

Stacy  A.  (Swift) 

Kerri  A.  (Morse) 

Regina  R.  (Bumann) 
Lesley  E.  (Chesler) 
Diane  E.  (Fiorillo) 

Amy  J.  (Terrien) 

Joyce  A.  (Marcheski) 
Jennifer  L.  (Brayen) 
Elizabeth  S.  (Reilley) 
Joan  T.  (Zimmerman) 
Ana  P.  (Ceballos) 

Tracy  L.  (Oliver) 

Angela  R.  (Walker) 
Marcia  S.  (Fleckner) 
Wendy  A.  (DeVincentis) 
Ann  (Flanagan) 

Carol  (Flynn) 

Suzanne  T.  (Sacco) 


John  F.  Keenan 
Paul  E.  Kelley 
Brian  K.  Kendall 
Michael  W.  Kerwin 
Peter  J.  Kimball 
Wayne  R.  Kingston 
Brian  P.  Klinka 
Yu-Jen  Ko 
Edward  R.  Kruft,  Jr. 
William  L.  Kruger 
Jayant  Kumar 
Daniel  J.  Lamb 
Ronald  E.  Langell,  Jr. 
William  A.  Larsen 
R.  Scott  Lauzon 
Douglas  A.  Lawson 
Thomas  E.  LeBlanc 
James  T.  Leeber,  Sr. 
Lonniel  H.  Lee 
Lawrence  W.  Lehman 
Vladimir  M.  Lemaine 
Paul  R.  Lemieux 
Jeng-Thun  Li 
Mark  A.  Lombardi 
Mark  A.  Lombardi 
Kevin  P.  Lynch 
Steven  L.  MacDonald 
James  A.  MacKay 
David  E.  MacLure 
Edward  W.  Macomber 
Vincent  R.  Mains 
Emanuel  G.  Manganais 
Kyle  F.  Martini 
Dennis  R.  Matteau 
David  P.  Matthews 
Peter  R.  Mattila 
David  R.  Mattson 
Dale  E.  Maybury 
Terry  T.  McAlister 
Leo  D.  McAuliffe 
Kevin  P.  McCarthy 
Stuart  J.  McCord 
Richard  J.  McCrossan 
Kevin  D.  McElhiney 
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DATE 

06-01-96 

09-11-96 

10- 04-96 
01-10-96 

11- 26-96 
08-02-96 
01-30-96 
08-23-96 
05-28-66 
01-26-96 
08-14-96 
09-13-96 
03-19-96 
08-02-96 
04-05-96 
07-30-96 
05-25-96 
10-07-96 
09-08-96 

12- 23-96 
08-16-96 
07-25-96 
01-30-96 
09-26-96 
05-10-96 
09-14-96 
07-24-96 
01-30-96 
08-20-96 
08-05-96 
05-24-96 

10- 01-96 
04-10-96 
07-30-96 
05-14-96 
03-20-96 
04-19-96 
08-28-96 
08-26-96 
02-01-96 
05-07-96 
09-05-96 

11- 21-96 
01-23-96 


NAME 


MOTHER  FATHER 


McGee,  Dillon  Rice 
McKenna,  Shelagh  Ruth 
McLaughlin,  William  Theodore 
McLeod,  Eric  mark 
Meikle,  Taylor  Nicole 
Melanson,  James  Ryan 
Melanson,  Melissa  Quinn 
Melvin,  Connor  James 
Miceli,  Theresa  Victoria 
Miller,  Zachary  Daniel 
Mills,  Joshua  David 
Milne,  John  James 
Moran,  Naomi  June 
O'Donnell,  Laura  Elizabeth 
O'Donnell,  Sean  Brendan 
Olin,  Justin  Lee 
O’Neil,  Meghan  Andrea 
Owen,  Kara  El 
Palmer,  Hanna  Harris 
Paradis,  Adrianne  Carole 
Parker,  Jake  Michael 
Passions,  James  Leonard 
Paulauskas,  Kara  Anne 
Pawlak,  Kevin  Thomas 
Pawlowski,  Christopher  Robin 
Pazienza,  Jessica  Elizabeth 
Pecora,  Shannon  Rose 
Peterson,  Mark  Anton 
Peterson,  Riley  Paul 
Philip,  Pramod  Chandy 
Pilachowski,  Jayne  Catherine 
Pirog,  Samantha  Madison 
Posch,  August  Robert 
Previte,  Michael  Joseph 
Pride,  Theodore  Wyman 
Pritchard,  Thomas  Aaron 
Provost,  Danielle  Daisy 
Ramsay, Justin  Patrick 
Ravidra,  Kiran  William 
Regan,  Kathryn  Eleanor 
Regan,  Thomas  Brian 
Richards,  Samuel  Alexander 
Riseman,  Molly  Siobhan 
Rockwood,  Colin  MacLachlan 


Kathleen  M.  (Tripp) 
Laura  R.  (Homer) 
Diane  L.  (Fries) 

Kristine  (Curtins) 

Rita  M.  (Capeless) 
Karen  G.  (Brown) 
Julianne  (Pelletier) 
Kristine  A.  (Krumfolz) 
Paula  J.  (Robert) 

Ann  M.  (Brozio) 
Johanna  (Anderson) 
Karen  M.  (Cufari) 
Pamela  (Becker) 
Sandra  L.  (Martin) 
Joyce  F.  (Cutting) 
Charmaine  (Henson) 
Andrea  L.  (Casazza) 
Dorene  F.  (Torres) 
Jessica  L.  (Harris) 
Dawn  L.  (Gifford) 
Amelia  R.  (Swift) 
Michelle  R.  (Paolillo) 
Beth  A.  (McKenna) 
Margita  (Liepins) 
Patricia  A.  Petropoulos 
Nancy  E.  (Wolk) 

Jeanie  L.  (Read) 

Beth  A.  Perkins 
Lynne  M.  (Simmons) 
Sheela  A.  (John) 
Patricia  A.  (Donlin) 
Sherri  L.  (Hayes) 
Dorothy  M.  (Heilman) 
Donna  M.  (Alba) 

Janet  (Chambers) 

Holly  B.  (Sheridan) 
Robin  L.  (Smyth) 
Rachel  M.  (Cotter) 
Patrice  M.  (Donnellan) 
Lynne  M.  (Mattedi) 
Christine  A.  (Gennari) 
Debora  A.  (Fazio) 
Karen  L.  (Doheny) 
Mary  E.  (Mackley) 


Paul  E.  McGee 
William  S.  McKenna 
William  C.  McLaughlin 
Mark  W.  McLeod 
John  W.  Meikle 
Francis  W.  Melanson 
Thomas  L.  Melanson 
James  M.  Melvin 
Thomas  V.  Miceli 
Robin  L.  Miller 
Douglas  S.  Mills 
David  D.  Milne 
Gideon  Moran 
Brian  R.  O'Donnell 
John  T.  O'Donnell 
Jordan  S.  Olin 
Mark  O'Neil 
Robert  L.  Owen 
Max  A.  Palmer 
Andrew  C.  Paradis 
Gavin  J.  Parker 
James  N.  Passions 
Ronald  L.  Paulauskas 
Patrick  J.  Pawlak 
Chester  W.  Pawlowski 
Christopher  G.  Pazienza 
James  J.  Pecora 
James  M.  Peterson 
Stephen  P.  Peterson 
Banjamin  Philip 
Robert  M.  Pilachowksi 
Nicholas  Pirog  II 
Richard  R.  Posch 
Domenic  A.  Previte  II 
John  B.  Pride 
Thomas  A.  Pritchard 
Alois  P.  Provost 
Clinton  J.  Ramsay 
Ravi  Ravidra 
Thomas  M.  Regan 
Brian  D.  Regan 
William  F.  Richards 
Eric  S. Riseman 
Richard  F.  Rockwood 
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BIRTHS  - 
DATE 

07-19-96 

03-20-96 

01-03-96 

03-15-96 

08-16-96 

03-10-96 

07-13-96 

04-16-96 

02-18-96 

11-21-96 

11-20-96 

11- 20-96 
06-02-96 
02-21-96 
10-13-96 
09-17-96 
05-03-96 
06-20-96 
07-27-96 
08-09-96 
08-16-96 
05-05-96 

12- 02-96 
02-25-96 
02-11-96 
09-18-96 
03-22-96 
06-15-96 
10-22-96 
08-06-96 
08-14-96 
05-11-96 
02-04-96 
07-26-96 
01-23-96 
09-19-96 
10-28-96 
08-21-96 
06-22-96 
08-12-96 
03-16-96 
07-01-96 


1996 

NAME  MOTHER  FATHER 


Rolt,  Camden  Dunn 
Roper,  Cameron  Clayre 
Rosales,  Kimberly  Anne 
Ross,  Jade  Alice 
Rottger,  Sara  Elise 
Ruble,  Michael  William 
Ryan,  Molly  Ann 
Sannicandro,  Peter  Thomas 
Sawyer,  Joshua  David 
Scammon,  Jonathan  Michael 
Scaplen,  Kyle  Robert 
Scaplen,  Thomas  Michael 
Scheyder,  Emily  Theresa 
Schofield,  Colby  Ashe 
Scott,  Abigail  Antoinette 
Secontine,  Alexandra  Michelle 
Semeter,  Ryan  Patrick 
Serino,  Michele  Marie 
Serpa,  Sean  Albert 
Shapiro,  Daniel  Michael 
Shaw,  Colleen  Elizabeth 
Shelgren,  Taylor  Ashley 
Shepard,  Emily  Ruth 
Shepherd,  Rebecca  Kathryn 
Silvia,  Andrew  Michael 
Slack,  Garret  Michael 
Smith,  Kellie  Theresa 
Specht,  Austin  Jared 
Speros,  Kayla  Elaine 
Stapp,  Michael  James  Furnary 
Stephens,  Kailyn  Marie 
Stone,  Molly  Mae 
Streiff,  Rebecca  Katherine 
Sullivan,  Joseph  Osborne 
Taylor,  Samuel  Brandt 
Thomasch,  Meghan  Christine 
Trani,  Zachary  Joseph 
Tucker,  Charles  Goldsberry 
Upperman,  Samantha  Marie 
Viscione,  Juliana  Rose 
Walker,  Ryan  Joseph 
Walsh,  Michael  Robert 


Christine  M.  Coughlin 
Mary  B.  (Cyr) 

Evelyn  M.  (Solares) 

Lynn  A.  (Pare) 

Christine  G. (Brown) 

Lisa  M.  (Krikorias) 

Mary  A.  (Masse) 

Elisabeth  K.  (Colleran) 
Elizabeth  J.  (Howard) 
Cynthia  E.  (Preservati) 
Laura  L.  (Stanton) 

Laura  L.  (Stanton) 

Lois  J.  (Boehlke) 

Tracy  E.  (Crompton) 
Sharon  A.  (Gauthier) 
Judee  L.  (Germain) 
Patricia  A.  (Mills) 

Trudye  W.  (Clarke) 

Cheryl  J.  (Frazier) 

Alina  Rozenberg 
Heather  J.  (Love) 

Robin  R.  (Coppola) 

Karen  S.  (Jamer) 

Donna  L.  (Finlayson) 
Susan  M.  (Vaughn) 
Brenda  L.  (Lacombe) 
Colleen  A.  (Foley) 

Valerie  M.  (Elisey) 

Melissa  M.  (Magalhaes) 
Jeanne-Marie  E.  Furnary 
Amy  (Drain) 

Debra  L.  (Friberg) 

Lisa  (Sessions) 

Laura  K.  (Lundgren) 
Alexandra  (Brandt) 
Christine  M.  (McCormack) 
Julie  L.  (Schmitt) 

Carol  (Goldsberry) 
AnnMarie  (Brule) 

Diane  S.  (Tomei) 

Michele  (Potenza) 
Kimberly  M.  (Bonner) 


Kenneth  D.  Rolt 
Richard  D.  Roper 
Bruno  G.  Rosales 
Kurt  R.  Ross 
Mark  A.  Rottger 
John  J.  Ruble 
John  F.  Ryan 
Joseph  P.  Sannicandro 
David  L.  Sawyer 
James  E.  Scammon 
Kevin  P.  Scaplen 
Kevin  P.  Scaplen 
Kenneth  E.  Scheyder 
Thomas  D.  Schofield 
Robert  H.  Scott 
Robert  K.  Secontine 
Thomas  J.  Semeter 
Anthony  J.  Serino 
Albert  J.  Serpa 
Mikhail  Shapiro 
Kevin  M.  Shaw 
Steven  R.  Shelgren 
Christopher  L.  Shepard 
Todd  A.  Shepherd 
Michael  Silvia 
Carl  K.  Slack,  Jr. 

Steven  A.  Smith 
Shawn  D.  Specht 
Alexander  Speros 
Michael  E.  Stapp 
James  M.  Stephens 
Richard  D.  Stone 
Ralph  D.  Streiff 
John  R.  Sullivan 
Robert  B.  Taylor 
James  G.  Thomasch 
Joseph  P.  Trani 
Reginald  D.  Tucker 
Robert  W.  Upperman,  Jr. 
Paul  E.  Viscione 
Robert  A.  Walker 
Mark  D.  Walsh 
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BIRTHS  - 

1996 

DATE 

NAME 

MOTHER 

FATHER 

05-08-96 

Weaver,  Douglas  Alan 

Sharon  (McCurdy) 

Scott  O.  Weaver 

02-12-96 

Welch,  Dayle  Logan 

Emily  M.  (Miser) 

Jon  H.  Welch 

12-12-96 

Werst,  Jordan  Daly 

Kathleen  M.  (Hughes) 

Steven  D.  Werst 

08-30-96 

Wescott,  Luke  Knapton 

Susan  B.  (Earnshaw) 

Robert  B.  Wescott 

02-06-96 

West,  Spencer  Prescott 

Martha  D.  (Eddy) 

Kenneth  A.  West,  Jr. 

11-21-96 

Williams,  Robert  Louis 

Colette  C.  (Chaisson) 

Joseph  R.  Williams 

04-02-96 

Wilson,  Nathaniel  Walker 

Kristina  F.  (Nussbum) 

Robert  H.  Wilson,  Jr. 

08-05-96 

Winchester,  Eric  Paul 

Debra  J.  (Bigler) 

Kenneth  B.  Winchester,  J 

08-05-96 

Winchester,  Kenneth  Brian 

Debra  J.  (Bigler) 

Kenneth  B.  Winchester,  J 

08-22-96 

Woodbury,  Caitlin  Elizabeth 

Susan  M.  (Grebe) 

James  P.  Woodbury,  Jr. 

05-07-96 

Woodward,  Benjamin  Michael 

Amy  E.  (Kiss) 

Timothy  J.  Woodward 

02-23-96 

Wood,  Emily  Rose 

Susanna  (Scala) 

Douglas  A.  Wood 

01-18-96 

Wyke,  Kyle  Alexander 

Linda  G.  (Fottler) 

Stephen  A.  Wyke 

07-06-96 

Xiang,  Irene  Mei 

Yongmei  Xu 

Dond  Xiang 

10-21-96 

Yates,  Trevor  James 

Lisa  S.  (Lausier) 

Ronald  R.  Yates 

Total  Births  Recorded  -  278 
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DEATHS 


Recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk  - 1996 


DATE 

NAME 

10-13-96 

Aubut,  Carol 

06-01-96 

Bacchi,  Agnes  Papazian 

02-02-96 

Bagnaschi,  Ann  R. 

10-15-96 

Balas,  Mitchell  Francis 

12-03-96 

Barry,  William  M. 

05-12-96 

Bayley,  Helen  E. 

03-24-96 

Beck,  James  B. 

05-22-96 

Beebe,  Deloores  V. 

09-28-96 

Bennett,  Allen  B. 

11-02-96 

Bishop,  Dolores 

07-12-96 

Burnham,  David  A. 

11-06-96 

Burris,  William  R.,  Sr. 

10-15-96 

Caissie,  Medric 

02-06-96 

Cann,  Gertrude  J. 

06-01-96 

Carlson,  Cecile  L. 

10-13-96 

Carmisciano,  Louis  S.,  Sr. 

02-09-96 

Carter,  Gloria  S. 

10-21-96 

Casey,  Florence  B. 

07-03-96 

Colgan,  Nicholas  Philip 

10-01-96 

Collins,  Beatrice 

08-06-96 

Connell,  Philip  R. 

07-16-96 

Copley,  Paul  Joseph 

09-14-96 

Corson,  John  L. 

11-24-96 

Cote,  Inez  M. 

01-06-96 

Cotter,  Genevieve  T. 

02-18-96 

Coughlin,  Margaret  A. 

10-24-96 

Cross,  Joan  M. 

1 2-06-96 

Daranchuc,  Peter 

06-25-96 

DelPapa,  Domenic 

12-29-96 

DeMattia,  Louis  L. 

12-13-96 

Downing,  Vincent  V. 

08-23-96 

Dudley,  William  Sumner 

05-31-96 

Elwell,  Ann  J. 

10-08-96 

English,  Lewis  O. 

04-06-96 

Field,  Elizabeth  B. 

04-06-96 

Fisher,  Loretta  F. 

10-14-96 

Gleason,  Gerald  F. 

03-06-96 

Gorman,  Loretta  T. 

07-14-96 

Gould,  Marion  A. 

AGE 


Div  -  William  59 

Wid  -  Joseph  79 

Wid  -  Charles  I.  88 

Wid  -  Ruth  E.  (Nelson)  86 

Hus  -  Maureen  B.  (Costello)  56 

Wid  -  Carl  85 

Hus  -  Margery  (Haley)  42 

Wid  -  Willard  W.  70 

Never  Married  86 

Wid  -Stanley  89 

Hus  -  Virginia  D.  (Hosmer)  66 

Wid  -  Catherine  (Morris)  76 

Wid  -  Bernadette  (Lemieux)  94 

Wid  -  Russell  96 

Wif  -  Warren  E.  64 

Div  -  Ann  R.  (Doucette)  81 

Div -Ted  A.  71 

Wid  -  James  95 

Never  Married  10 

Wid  -  Albert  Sr.  95 

Hus  -  Josephine  (Lewkowicz)  75 

Hus  -  Pauline  (Diamond)  76 

Hus  -  Jacqueline  (Pellerin)  73 

Wid  -  Jerome  H.  81 

Wid  -  Paul  D.  85 

Wid  -  William  F.  64 

Div  -  Bobby  T.  62 

Never  Married  67 

Hus  -  Carmella  E.  (Carlo)  78 

Hus  -  Mildred  (Donato)  81 

Never  Married  78 

Never  Married  78 

Div.  -  Adrian  L.  90 

Hus  -  Constance  M.  (Whitcomb)  73 
Wid  -  Elroy  A.  79 

Wid  -  Robert  L.  79 

Hus  -  Ruth  H.  (Grantz)  85 

Wid  -  William  E.  97 

Wid  -  Robert  W.  78 
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DATE 

NAME 

10-28-96 

Greco,  James  M. 

05-26-96 

Guillemette,  Yvette 

05-02-96 

Hall,  Doris 

12-23-96 

Harron,  Ann  J. 

08-04-96 

Hartley,  Annie 

01-04-96 

Helenius,  Allan 

05-15-96 

Hillman,  Erdix  Dean 

01-18-96 

Holmes,  Arthur 

08-05-96 

Holmes,  Jeannette 

03-06-96 

Hooper,  Richard  C. 

05-14-96 

Indorato,  Mary  V. 

10-22-96 

Irvin, Edith  E. 

12-15-96 

Iwanski,  Stasia 

10-15-96 

Jermyn,  Winifred  P. 

03-07-96 

Johnson,  Dora  M. 

09-13-96 

Kelesoglu,  Adrine 

09-01-96 

Kelesoglu,  Agop 

10-22-96 

Killoy,  Margaret  E. 

12-10-96 

Labbe,  Ruth  E. 

02-06-96 

Lautenschlager,  Ellwood  E. 

05-06-96 

Lavigne,  Ida  M. 

03-24-96 

Lawler,  Mary  T. 

09-22-96 

Lefebre,  Robert 

04-16-96 

L'Esperance,  Thomas  A.,  Jr. 

09-16-96 

MacDougall,  Ethel 

01-09-96 

MacKissock,  Karlene 

04-07-96 

MacWilliams,  Alma  E. 

03-30-96 

McCullough,  Faye  E. 

12-25-96 

McDermott,  Veronica 

04-10-96 

McEnaney,  Patrick  J. 

11-05-96 

Mclnnis,  Weston  L. 

10-18-96 

Menges,  Harriet  M. 

09-19-96 

Mercurio,  Constantina 

01-03-96 

Merrick,  margaret  S. 

09-09-96 

Miller,  Chester  L. 

03-08-96 

Milligan,  Mary  J.. 

05-26-96 

Moran,  Anne  Burke 

06-10-96 

Mosack,  Olga  Mary 

02-28-96 

Mueller,  Carol  A. 

02-29-96 

Nappi,  Cecelia 

08-07-96 

O'Brien,  Donald  M. 

04-14-96 

Parker,  Madge 

08-07-96 

Pedersen,  William  E. 

04-18-96 

Picking,  Bernice 

AGE 


Hus  -Catherine  (D'Entremonte)  58 
Wif  -  Maxime  74 

Wid  -  Albert  75 

Wif- George  F.  71 

Wif  -  John  D.  72 

Hus  -  Susan  (Toivonen)  46 

Hus  -  Teresa  M.  (McCarthy)  68 

Hus  -  Jeannette  (Leduc)  91 

Wid  -  Arthur  87 

Wid  -  Avis  (Knight)  71 

Wid  -  Vincent  J.  77 

Wid  -  Douglas  A.  85 

Wif  -  Chester  N.  78 

Wid- Thomas  M.  88 

Wid  -George  H.  90 

Wid  -  Hagop  84 

Hus  -  Adrine  (Hampartzoumian)  82 
Wid  -William  J.  95 

Wif  -  Hervey  76 

Wid  -  Jane  F.  (Moorehead)  66 

Wid  -Frank  J.  75 

Wid  -  John  D.  88 

Hus  -  Pauline  (Grenon)  68 

Hus  -  Lorraine  C.  (Lawlor)  80 

Wid  -  Harry  C.  89 

Wid  -  Robert  82 

Wid  -  Cornelius  A.  93 

Wif  -  Robert  L.  58 

Wid  -  John  P.  90 

Hus  -  Roseanna  (Docker)  78 

Hus  -  Janice  (Belcik)  48 

Wid  -  Frederick  D.  78 

Wid  -  Luigi  76 

Wid  -  Merton  F.  95 

Hus  -  Anne  (Finnila)  60 

Wif -DavidS.  93 

Wid  -  Harold  W.  82 

Div  -  Michael  J.  79 

Wif  -  Peter  F.  57 

Wif  -  John  59 

Hus  -  Gretchen  (Jetter)  67 

Wid  -  Royce  M.  87 

Never  Married  53 

Wid  -  Albert  80 
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DATE 

NAME 

1 0-04-96 

Piscione,  William 

04-08-96 

Poto,  Ada 

09-03-96 

Powers,  Christine  G. 

05-02-96 

Pullman,  Barbara  L. 

03-25-96 

Queenan,  Eugene 

07-19-96 

Querze,  Fernando  L. 

02-20-96 

Quigley,  Harriet  M. 

05-06-96 

Quinney,  Russell  B. 

10-17-96 

Regan,  Edna  G. 

03-23-96 

Rooks,  Gladys  R. 

09-17-96 

Santry,  George  F. 

12-24-96 

Sawyer,  Florence  Elizabeth 

12-16-96 

Seavey,  Gordon 

10-16-96 

Severyn,  Carlene 

09-09-96 

Shaw,  Eileen 

09-23-96 

Shea,  Barbara  W. 

04-01-96 

Sholler,  Nicholas 

04-06-96 

Silva,  Janice  Lynn 

08-21-96 

Smart,  David 

05-07-96 

Souther,  Frances  M. 

04-26-96 

Stevens,  James  F. 

03-06-96 

Sweetser,  Howard 

04-22-96 

Swift,  Eleanor  M. 

06-18-96 

Teague,  Edward  B.,  Jr. 

06-03-96 

Tereshko,  Antanina 

07-09-96 

Toivonen,  Lauri  Emil 

01-22-96 

Turney,  Marjorie 

03-04-96 

Valentine,  John  O. 

12-17-96 

Vaughn,  Brian  Lewis 

06-03-96 

Vennard,  Frank  T.,  Jr. 

05-08-96 

Verrecchia,  Michael 

07-06-96 

Ward,  Pauline  M. 

05-31-96 

West,  James  L. 

03-15-96 

Wetherbee,  John  A. 

04-12-96 

Wodzinski,  Valentine  P. 

09-03-96 

Zielin,  Clara 

AGE 


Hus  -  Elba  A.  (D'Epifanio)  80 

Wid  -  Anthony  L.  94 

Wif  -  John  69 

Wid  -  James  75 

Hus  -  Marie  (La  Belle)  76 

Hus  -  Catherine  (Balboni)  82 

Never  married  83 

Hus  -  Luisa  (Daniel)  35 

Wif  -  Cornelius  J.  57 

Wid  -  Maurice  B.  90 

Wid  -  Elizabeth  (Brooks)  64 

Wid  -  Raymond  P.  82 

Hus  -  Barbara  (Brown)  91 

Wif  -  Richard  67 

Wid  -  Norman  69 

Wif -John  48 

Hus  -  Elizabeth  (Shery)  83 

Wif- David  J.  49 

Hus  -  Cheryl  (Allison)  49 

Wid  -  George  T.  88 

Hus  -  Rosemary  (Ricci)  49 

Never  Married  44 

Wid  -  Richard  T.  94 

Hus  -  Margaret  M.  (McCartin)  74 

Never  married  77 

Hus  -  Marion  (Ahern)  76 

Wif  -  Robert  73 

Wid  -  Mildred  O.  (Dobbins)  81 

Hus  -  Joanne  (Nardella)  48 

Hus  -  E.  Lucille  (Miller)  69 

Hus  -  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  68 

Wid  -  David  A.  73 

Hus  -  Marilyn  (McDermott)  65 

Hus  -  Elizabeth  (Welt)  58 

Wid  -  Dorothy  M.  (Potop)  76 

Wid  -  John  80 


Total  Deaths  Recorded  :  119 
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CITIZEN  ACTIVITY  APPLICATION  FORM 


Good  Government  Starts  With  You 


If  you  are  interested  in  service  on  a  Town  Committee,  please  fill 
out  this  form  and  mail  to  the  Town  Manager,  55  Main  Street,  Town 
Hall,  Westford,  MA  01886.  The  filling  out  of  this  form  in  no  way 
assures  appointment.  All  committees  vacancies  will  be  filled  by 
citizens  deemed  most  gualified  to  serve  in  a  particular  capacity. 

Date  _ 

Name  _  Home  Telephone  _ 

Address  _ 


Amount  of  Time  Available  _ 

Interest  In  What  Town  Committee/s 


Present  Occupation 


Education  Background 


TOWN  OFFICES  HELD 

Date  Appointed  Town  Office 


Term  Expired 


Other  Volunteer  Positions 


Remarks 
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TOWN  CALENDAR 


Meeting  notices  are  posted  on  the  bulletin  boards  located  just 
inside  the  front  door  on  the  first  floor  of  Town  Hall. 


APPEALS,  BOARD  OF 

As  posted 

ASSESSORS,  BOARD  OF 

As  posted 

CEMETERY  COMMISSION 

1st  Monday  of  month  6:00  PM 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

2nd  &  4th  Wed. of  month  7:30  PM 
Library,  Main  Meeting  Room 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

As  posted 

FAIR  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

As  posted 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

As  posted 

HEALTH,  BOARD  OF 

2nd  &  4th  Mon.  of  month  7:00  PM 
Library,  Mary  Atwood  Room 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

2nd  Thursday  of  month  7:00  PM 
Location  as  posted 

NASHOBA  VALLEY  TECHNICAL 

HIGH  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

2nd  &  4th  Tues.  of  month  7:30  PM 
School,  Littleton  Road 

PLANNING  BOARD 

1st  &  3rd  Mon.  month  7:30  PM 
Library,  Main  Meeting  Room 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 

2nd  &  4th  Mon.  of  month  7:00  PM 

ROUDENBUSH  COMMUNITY 

CENTER  COMMITTEE 

As  posted,  Community  Center 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Every  other  Monday  7:30  PM, 
Westford  Academy 

SELECTMEN,  BOARD  OF 

2nd  &  4th  Tues.  of  month  7:30  PM 
Library,  Main  Meeting  Room 

TRUSTEES,  J.V.  FLETCHER 

1st  Tuesday  of  month  7:30  PM 

J.  V.  Fletcher  Library 

WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

2nd  &  4th  Tues.  of  month  7:30  PM 
Water  Dept.,  Forge  Village  Rd. 

OTHER  BOARD,  COMMITTEES 

As  posted 

Cover  Photograph 

Courtesy  of:  June  W.  Kennedy 
Westford  Historian 

View  of  “Graniteville  City”  as  it  was  called  wrhen  this  photograph  was  made  in  1882. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  it’s  125th  anniversary  year  with  a 
Commemorative  Service  Sunday,  November  24,  1996  with  Reverend  Wayne  Kendall 
officiating. 


Featured  is  the  Mill  Pond  which  powered  equipment  to  build  textile  machinery  by  C.G. 
Sargent  Corp.  (1854).  Factory  is  shown  at  left,  worker’s  homes  and  quarters  in  center 
and  Methodist  Church  (1871)  at  right.  Sargent  Elementary  School  was  to  be  built  in 
1884. 


